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FTCHES have made headlines
recently both i Germany
and England. Mob violence
15 reported from Franconia, a
Catholic  province  wath
somewhar backward peasant
population, against |

half~crazed ol

accused of bewitching their
neighbours. Farmer Sepp's best cow
dies mystenously, lhiee infest his house
his well dnes up. his wife miscames
Who 1s 1o blame? Old Mirzi, of course
who lives ar the end of the lanc and
once mumbled something nasty when
Farmeér Sepp accused her of stealing his
apples. Nobody likes Old Mits, and
the cat is doubtless a demonic familiar
luhus Streicher. Nazi editor of Der
Sturmer and Gaulewer of Franconia
exploited these old-fashioned wirch
hunting instincts when he blamed the
ws for all Germany's ills. Now thar
the Jews have all HONE, peasants vent
their spite on witches a
The sudden spread of organieed
witch groups in modern Britain follows
naturally from Dr. Margarer Murmay's
anthropological studics, Witcheraft i
Western Ewrope and The God of the
Witches, published & generation ago
She surpnised her readers by presenting
witches as members of an ancent
Brtish fertility cult—akin o those of
Greece, Italy and Germany—whom the
Chrstians persecuted for their stub-
born tradinonalism and who, despite
all witness to the contrary, were harm-
less enough
Unul then, the popular view of
witches had been the semi-com -
tonan one of the old crones in steeple
hats nding through the moonlit airon
brooms. Witch-hunts were ascribed 1o
mass-hystena, like the frequent reponts
of flying saucers a few years ago; and
lawyers could smile ar our famous
legal authority, Hln:k«.mn\. of The
Cemmentaries, who wrote: “To deny
the possibility, nay, the actual existence
of witcheraft, is to contradict the re-
vealed word of God.™
Blackstone had in mind | Samuel
xxviil. 7-25, when the Witch of Endor

rased up Samuel’s ghost for Saul. But
he can have placed lirtle reliance in the
confessions of supposed witches, extor
ted under the Witcheratr Acr of 1541
by inquisitors armed with the otficial
handbook., M fi ]

Hannmer of Wit
been a public scandal ar the
although Elzaberh sinquisitors did nor
use the rack, hot tongs, tooth-drawir
crude Conunental m
which v - Er
The s alleged cnmes—of bls
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rime
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and impotence in MR, CALUSINGEE Mrmmn
among cattle

rusing gales o wreck

ships. Killing by use of wax images or
direct means—were all subsidiary to a
e

ter sin of a pact with the Dewil
Confession of this sin was readily ob
tained by annicipation of modern brain
washing techmiques

Ihe word witch dernives from the
Anglo-Saxon wicea, “a magician who
weakens the power of ewil”; and
was held thar these “powers of evil’
could be wdentificd and weakened only
by a A wirch was taking
much on himself by his spells. Before
the Norman

priest
Conguest, however, a
proved witch had merely to do pen
ance, though in some cases foras much
It was not until 1562
that he could be condemned to death
Many thousands of witches were then
hanged; most charges being prompted
by fear, malice, revenge, hope of gain
or sheer fanancism—just as, in wartime.
spies dre seen everywhere

a8 sCVen vears;

King James | intervened personally
at the mal of the North Berwick
witches, who confessed thar they had
atempred  to wreck his ship by
throwing a chrstened car into the sea

Witcheraft in Britain today
emulares as closely as pos:

the practices of medieval nimes.
Here, naked except for a veil

and holding a rose and a lily, a girl
receives a spell to protect her

from harm, in a reconstruction
of an early ceremony
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for his fellow-witches

ner was first imitiated

wome unanimously chosen
had, it seems, been reinterpreted by a

group of theosophists before beng

aligned with his own views of whar

the rites were formed  voung witches need i the way of fun

and games. A female deity whom Dr

ween  based

hly coloured

lood sacn

fice i hus Witeheraft an : Ma

ir w believed in nether
the dewil i blood sacrfice re
ceved  hundreds of tan-letters and

applications for admittance 1o witch
covens
Apparer
wexes in modern covens is Dr. Gardner's
contribution to the craft: for Dr. Mur
ray shows that although every medieval
coven had its Maiden as assistant to the
Chief, men were in the majonry
That witches existed i Bntain from

y the equal division of the

based on reform
some late eighreenth-cen

of the Edward Davies sch

QUi

r publerty

Drunds are chosen

certain narurl powers of intuiton and

wosis, second sight, and thought

control. Their membership,  though
tending to run in local fammilics, includes
professional men and women from

London and Bristol. Their practices are
very different from the spell-casting,
foveephiltres, poisonings and blackmail
Franconman, or indecd

ol ancent
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These dolls, effigies of black n

Wirtcheraft at Bourton on the Water,
the knirted doll below the knirter recited an incantation.
and hair of the second doll were taken from the witch's

inexpressible joy, a prelude to sull
greater glory, and far better than the
Mass. The Two-Homed did indeed
consider ecstasy no maore than a pre-
lude to divine wisdom. Some of them
de sticks. or broams, like hobby

horses:  cantenng  “widder-shins
against the course of the sun, as
around the Kaaba at Mecc: which
why | ish witches were

W causing storms. mildew
sht by this means. Modem
witches are careful to dance 1n the

sun-wise direction

It is not known at whar peniod the
I'wo-Homed cult  entered  Brisain
The climate was favourable in 1208

when the Pope lud England under an
ot for ten years, and K John
to Morocco  with

turm

Inter
sent an  embassy
LeCret  Promiscs
Moslem, And un, 100 years later,
when the enure Order of Knights
Templars was accused of wircheraft

that he would

and suppressed at the Pope sorders

The « nal Anizai
a ved a state of ecstasy by beating
drums and cymbals, or rhythmic clap
ping in byt

school  of
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drugs have
at a later period. lest

T
Two-Homed revels might

wem

come to the ears of Church officers

The carliest accounts of broomstick
rides say nothing of levitanon; later
ones suggest that an Enghsh wirch,
when initiated,  was  blindfolded.
smeared with toxic flying omnrment.
and set astnde a broor “he cintment
contained fog-glove (digitalis) o ac-
cclerate the pulse, aconite 1o numb
feer and hands, and belladonna, cow-
bane, or hemlock to confiuse the senses
Other  witches fanned
face and, after a while, she could no
longer fieel her feet on the ground
The cry went up

Horse and hattock

Horseand go,

Horse and pellatis

Ha, Ho!
and she believed the Chief who told
her she was flying across land and sea

Loathing of the crucifix is atnbuted
alike o Templars and wirches, the
crucifix being a graven image of the
kind which Moses (supported by Josus
himself, and by Mahomed) forbade to
be worshipped. Both witches and
Templars were, in fact, Chnstians,
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gic victims, are exhibirs in th

Gloucestershire. For each sutch of
The black lace
ended victim

though her | ones. Robin Hood
ballads, sung ar May Games around a
pagan Maypole, suggest that the

I'wo-Hormed cule had been acuve in

the reign of Edward 11, who er
Rohin and his memy men
archers.  Robun Maid

belonged to a coven af |

Manan

and
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ince naked : nord
val British witches. The mo

wrowed 1sm

cult has
either from the Far
Germany —where souvemir

st or from

ops
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aked yvoung Bro

nnes of

selling fig
cken Hexen
There 1s no
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need
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modern witches.

il many
as thar of

such finding se

their nres—difficult these days, except

in private houses or at pudist camps
Also charges of obscenity and dia
bolism, still levelled at them by news

papers.  The diabolic Black Masses

escribed by Montague Sur

1ers arc

witcheoraft bur  intellectual
athersm: a revolt from within the
Catholic Church  against 1t prime
mystcnes

In 1954, Dr. Gardner wrote gloom
ily about the future of witcheralt

] think we must say goodhye 10
the witch. The cult s doomed, m
afraid, partly because of modern con-
ditions housing shortage, the small-
ness of modern Families. and chicfly
education. The modem child s not
interested. He knows witches are all
bunk ™

Yer the craft seems healthy enough
now, and growing fast, though torm
by schisms and Dr. Gardner's death
It now only needs some gifted mystic
to come forward, reunite, and decently
reclothe it. and restore its onginal
hunger for wisdom. Fun and games
are insufficient

The very latest development s that
certam reputable psyc
considening the possi
their more socally mhibired ps
by a disapline based on modemn
witcheraft, after  enlisting  coven-
leaders their service, But psycho
logical saience, even if supported by a
prolonged study of primitive TRUGIC, 15
insufficient. Like fun and games a

ility of cunng
NS
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