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RELIGION

nay Bone; high pricstess of
the London wilch coven,
raises sacred swordand asks
“Mighty Ones of the East”
to: protect the ritual circle
in which they gather near
Chipping Norton. Witches
behind her hold'up knives:

English pagans keep
an old cult alive

All Hallow's Eve has always been
a night redolent with mystery and
terror. with dark ferees abroad. in
the land and witches stifring up
brews of blaclkmagic. In 20th Cen-

tury England such legends: are

more than children’s bedtime sto-
ries. There people who call them-
selves witches—possibly as many
as 6.000—meet regularly in small
groups to perpetuate pagan rituals

that long antedate the country’s:

Christianity. They have, they in-
sist, a vital and growing religion,
and they work at it very seriously.
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They meet regularly on a lone-
ly moor or in'a country <cottage

oreven in a semidetached house

in London. The participants—a

‘greengrocer, a housewife, a solici-

tor, a college professor—look as
if they might have been plucked
at random from a London street
corner. A bonfire is built, and'a
circle is drawn around it with a

sword. One by one the witches

move within the cirele, men and

women taking alternate places.

Then they join hands and begin,
slowly at first. to walk around the
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fire. They break intc a trot. then

a run. From their throats comes

the €erie, centuries-old chant:
Eko EkoAzarvalk, Eko Eko Zomelals,
Eko Eko Gananas, Eko Elko Arada.

This ritualiis an act of worship:
not of magic making. The witches’

deitiesiare a sun.god and a moen

goddess, and the worshipers gath-
erin ~‘cevens of 12 presided over
by a “*high priest” or “*high priest-

ess”” And, as one candid witch ex-

plains in the article beginning on
page 60, they see nothing odd or
outrageousinwhat they do'believe.
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WITCHCRAFT connnueo

FIRE DANCE TO THE SUN AS IT WAS A MILLENNIUM AGO

St inte. =

—

In- a thousand-year-old rite, the still stands in @xfordshire. At climax
witehes dance around bonfire within of dance they leap over fire (below) to
prehistoric Rollright stone circle that stimulate the sun as the source of life.

High pfiestess Artemis stirs salt and.  rites. On the table aré incense burner,
water mixture whichisuséd to *‘puri-  cerd and statue of goddess. At right
fy™ the sacred'circle inall witcheraft s herb chest containing incense.
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Beneath cabalistic symbols, nude
witches raise ‘ritual knives tovin-
voke their gods at a meeting, Their
naksdness ouirages many people,
but witches claim this represents
the putting aside of worldly things.
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there’s

no smoke
like

‘apipe
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Kaywoodie Butane Pipe Lighter
Upright for cigars and [cigarettes. Tilt for large,
soft flame that won't scorch your pipe. $9:95
‘and up with free miniature refill. Table models
'$14,95 and up. Guaranteed against any

mechanical defect for life of lighter in accord-

ance with written guarantee. '

&0

sKAYWOO

Send: 25¢ for: 48:pege catalog and sample of new imported Kaywoodie Tobacco, Tells how

ta smoke a pipe; shows all,'shapes: and styles. Kaywoodie Pipes, Inc. 'N. Y. 22, Dept. Az,

‘WE WITCHES

Mrs: Bone shapes.a wax. effigy
of sick woman she hopes to help
through curative “white magic.”

ARE SIMPLE PEOPLE’

Mis. Ray' Bones a housewife and
manager of & home for the aged, is
also a high priestess. Here she gives
the witch's view on her craft.

by RAY BONE

To find the ‘origin of witcheralt
we must go back a long way in
time, thousands of years before
Christianity, back to the old re-
ligion—a pagan religion. Yo wask
if we are pagans, and the answer
is: “Yes, we are!” I have no doubt
that some people will say “Pagan!
Surely this means “heathen—unen-
lightened.” ™ This is the meaning
given: in the dictionary, but the
ward is derived from the Latin pa-
gus—meaning & country district.
So pagan simply means “of the
countryside.”

The word “witch™ is derived
from the Anglo-Saxon word ““wie-
ca,” meaning “wise one” or “‘sor-
cerer.”” The wiccan were the priest-
hood of the old religion which
worshiped the sun god and moon
goddess. Inseparably connected
‘with the moon goddess has been
the cat, symbol of the feminine
aspect of the divine:

Wherever the witch cult existed,
its followers met four times a year

to celebrate the mysteries of their
faith. These were the four great
Sabbats—Candlemas, May Eve.
Lammas and Halloween (or Sam-
hain, it was called then, meaning
“summer ends’). This division of
the year emphasizes the breeding
seasons for some wild and domes-
fic animals,

In the old days the ““coven’ of
witches had their weekly meetings
known as Esbats. They were partly
business and partly religious. The
witches were the advisers to the
ordinary people. They were heal-
érs. skilled in the vse of herbs and
the distilling of potions. At the
great Sabbats, when everyone got
together, a feast' was held to cele-
brate the gifts of the gods.

It was popularly believed that
witches rode to these meetings on
fiving broomsticks, although I
think that the only flying through
the air done by witches was in their
imaginations; There are many rec-
ipes for “flying ointments” which
have come:down through the ages,
and quite obviously the contents
of some of these, such as aconite
and belladonna, when rubbed inta
the skin, would induce trance
states, hallucinations and a feel-
ing of flying. Broomsticks were
certainly used in some fertility
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‘WE DON'T TAKE EVERYBODY
WHO WANTS TO COME IN’

WITCHCRAFT 'GONTINUED

rites. Witches danced round astride
their broomsticks, leaping high
from fime to time. on the theory
that if they leaped high the craps
would grow high.

It must be temembered that
Christianity was: brought fo Eng-
land by foreigners. Augustine, first
Archbishep of 'Canterbury, came
from Rome, and in the Seventh
Century the church wasorganized
in England by Theodore: of Tar-
sus, with the aid of Hadrian the
African. William the Conqueror
was g Christian, but his Normans

were mainly af the eld! religion.

Even the priests in those days often
served both pagan deities and the
Christian God. In 1282 the Priest
of Inverkeithing led the fertility

‘dance round the churchyard.

In® the 13th Century *“witch-

‘craft” was declared to be hereti-
‘cal, but it was net until the 14th

Century that thetworeligions real-
lyicame to grips; The battle raged
through the 16th and 17th cen-

turies, the pagans fighting a gal-
lant fight but a losing one. The
last witcheraft laws were repealed
onlyin 1951, _ _

And now, let us talkabout the
witches of the 20th Century, What
sort of people are they?

Well, we are just ordinary peo-
ple going about our own particu-
lar jobs. We are reasonably intel-

ligent. We have doctors, teachers..

bumnessmen Id[“[’l’lﬁ[’& NUTSES. l,ht"-

atrical peaple, office workers and
housewives among us. Most of s

have studied comparative religion.
We do net try to'convert others,
but we do encourage people who
have a leaning towards our crafl.
We do not take everybody who
wants to come in.

1t is difficult to estimate num-
bers as not all covens are known
te one another, but the interest
appears to be growing. I think one
Teasor is that people are failing to

find the spiritual satisfaction they:

desire in organized religions.
Whyare we witches? The rea-
son, I suppose, is that we know

that this is the right path for us.
The ¢raft is a fertility cult: we war-
ship the life source. Qur god, still
the old herned god, represents to
us: both llfe and death, We do not
fear him because we believe in re-
incarnation.

We normally meet ance every
lunar month. and we still observe
the four great Sabbats.

c-andlemas was originally the
feast of lights, which was observed
on Feb. 1 with a fite ceremonial
and was conneeted with' the return
of the goddess from the under-
world and the rebirth of nature
in'spring.

May Eve, or Beltane, was a fire
festival and was held to stimulate
the sun as a life-giving agent at
the beginning of summer.

At Halloween herdsmen irepeat-
ed the Beltane rites to usher in the
winter.,

Yule became equated with the
winter solstice; the turn of the
year. the rebirth of the sun and
the renewal of fertility.

I think it is generally known
thatwe are naked.in our rites: This
has given rise to disapproval, al-
though it seems obvious to me
that people-can be just asimmaral
with their clothes.on as with them

off. Female witches always wear a
necklace. a symbal of rebirth; and

ithe high priestess wears.a wide sil-

ver bracelet with her witch name

engraved upenit..

In our circle, the altar is placed
fromeast to west. We perform our
rites: we dance; we chant. After-
War'ds we! sit 3nd c'h'a’t

iy [muble or have pmblems wh;ch

‘they cannot solve for themselves.

Many people write secking our

‘help: All letters requesting help

are answered. Frequently we sim-
ply refer people to marriage coun-
selors. Ini this age of science —doc-
tors, psychiatrists; veterinary sur-

‘geons, legal aid, patent medicines

and computers—one might think
there was no place left for the
witch. But the sun still rises in the

‘morning and sets in'the evening;

at night the moon watches over

us. Season succeeds season, and

there is new life in crops, animals

‘and mankind. And if the sun no

longer rose and set. if there were
nossun. of what use would science

be? Thelife source would ne/longer

be there.
We 20th Century witches. are

happy in our knowledge: we are
simple people with simple beliefs.

We know that, come whal may,
“another sun will rise tomorrow.”
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ROAST BEEF
LOVERS...

here's your hash!

Mary Kitchen makes it fresh from choice
rodast beef, oven-browned, then coarse-
chopped into. tender cubes—with savory
pan juices and our own private seasoning
to give it that honest home-made flavor.
Circle it with Hormel Bacon for baked
Hash Filet Mignon. P. S. Mary Kitchen
makes ‘a superb cormed beef hash, too!

mwm Kitchen

ROAST ¥ BEEF HASH

Geo, A Hormel & Co., Austin, Minn.
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