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Witchcraft
In Britain

- by ALLEN ANDREWS

An express letter brings a copy
of a curse. and a plea for ad-

vice ... The black art is not dead.
It has merely become hidden

“Witches' Ilitchen” at Castletown in

the Isle of Man, is a witcheraft consul-
tant. It is his full-time occupation. And
when, for example, he receives an ecxpress
letter imploring him to remove a spell sct
on the writer, he is sufficiently lcarned in the
lore of witchcraft to compound a remedy.

A woman who wrote to him recently enclosed
a malevolent screed, written in magical charac-
ters, which she had received from a former
woman friend. 1t implied that, because William-
son’s correspondent was about to marry, an old
Fiendship was brokin,  Minor accidenis con-
vinced her a spell was warking and she demanded
a counter-spell against the ill-wisher.

Williamson decided to make a doll, or poppet,
representing the ill-wishing witck. The basis was
clay: from a river bed worked with water frotn a
fall. He collected salt-water worms to represent
the witch's vitals, pine gum for the essence of
life, Hibben ivy berries growing in 2 churchyard
for the cyes, and white quartz from™a high cliff
for the teeth and bones, .

He burned the bodies of three black toads, a
pregnant brown rat and i black cock on an altar
to the sun. On another to the moon he burned
another mixture, the most pleasant ingredient of
which was herbs. The ashes werg compounded
into the poppet, which had life’ symbolically
breathed into it and was passed through the
elements of carth, air, fire and water.

Ile thrust glass splinters into the poppet,
shrouded it, and dispatched it to bis client. Tler
instructions were to bury it in a shallow uncon-
cealed grave near the witch’s home, light a fire
over it and intone a powerful, prescribed counter-
spell. Then the strength of the witch would he
sapped and the original curse fail.

Why does Williamson go to so much trouble?
His interest 1is partly professional, partly
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To defeat the curse in the letter, witch-
| craft expert Cecil Williamson passes
a “poppet” image through firc







