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An express Ietter brings a coPy

of a curse. and a plea lbr ad-

vice . . . The black art is rrot dcad.
It has merelv become hidden

ECIL WILIANISON, .rvho <lirects the
"Witcbes' Iiitchen" at Castletorvn in

\-zthe Isle of l{an, is a witchcraft consul-
tant. It is his full-time occupation. And
rvben, for example, he receives an express

letter imploring him to remove a spell set

on the rwiter, he is sufihciently learnerl in the

lore of witchcraft to compound a remcdy.
A rvom,in rvho'rvrotc to him recerrtly encloecd

a rnalevolent screed, 'rrittcn in magical charac-
ters, which she hatl received frorn a {orrner
woman friend. lt implicd that, besruse Williarn-
son's correspondent rvas at'out to marry. an old
tien.3sli;, :;as b:'g}:':::. liilaoi accii*nt.-" cc.;-
vinced,her a spell wa-s v,'rrking and sbe demarrdcd
:: ;:nur:terlgpell rgai:rsl: thc i!l-wisbc;.

lVilliamson decirled to rnake a doll, or poppet,
re-presentir:g the ill-wishing u'itch. Thc l)asis ..vas
clir.y.,from a rivcr Lrcd r*'orked rvitir u'ater frorn a
fall. Hc collected s"'rlt-u'ater lrorrns .to rcprcscnt
thc witch's ritals, pinc gum {or thc csience <.rf
lifc, Flibben ivy bi:rrir:s grorving in ::,ghurr:hyar<I
Ior the eyes. and whitr: q:rartz fronr-:i )righ clifl
for the teeth and Lnrres.' 

Hc burned thr: bodics of three black toads, a
pregnant brown ra'; ln<l rr blaclc cocl< on arr altar
to the sun. On :rnotbcr to tbe rnocn he burned
another mixtttre, '"he rnost pleasant ingreclient of
s'hictr rvas herbs. f'hc ashes wert corflporrntJecl
into thc popl>et. rvhich had l i fc 'synrboi icr l ly
breathcd into it ancl vr:u 1>asscd tlrrough tht:
elcments oI cartlt, air, fire i-nd rvater.

I ' Ic thrust glass sp)intcrs into the poppet.
shrourlcr l  i t ,  an<l <l isp:rtchr:r l  i l :  to bi.s cl ir : :r l - .  i l t :r
i r rs t ruc t ions  wcrc  lo  t lu ry  i t  i r r  a  sha l lov r  r rncon-
cealed grave near the rvitch's home, l ight a f ir ' :
over i t  anC intone a prrvlerful,  prescribecl counter-
slrcll. Thr:n the strength r:f the witr.:h rvould hed h espcl l .  Thcn the strength r: f  the
sanncd anrl thr: original cursr: fai l .sappcd anrl thr: original cursr:, fai l .

Why dtrcs Wil l ianrson go to so much trouble?
liis interest is _partly profcssional, partly

To dcfeat thc cursc in thc lettcr, rvl tch-
craft cxgrcrt Ceci l  Wil l iamson p;rsscs
a etpoppct" imagc through f irc
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