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 Beautiful prayers, majestic words, but I can't pray it! Rousing hymn, splendid tune, but I can't sing it!

This book presents a selection of honored prayers and over fifty classic hymns reset in genuine contemporary language. It also contains a form of worship for the blessing of a friendship.

There is something magical on every page:  one of the most refreshing books I have come across in a long time.  So many books of prayer leave me cold; but these prayers are inspired.  I have used them at my church and have found something real in the words that people connect with.
James Baker,
Church organist and choir master St. Martin's Parish Church Weston-Super-Mare, worship leader, lecturer and former headteacher.
 John Henson's words and suggestions offer great wisdom for any congregation, blending 'old time' with 'cutting edge,' - something for everyone.
Rev. Susan Sparks, Pastor, Madison Avenue Baptist Church, New York City USA. 

 John Henson here provides for those who love the 'old' ones, but realise that the words need to be updated or sometimes revolutionized. I believe John has provided us with striking alternatives that we may come to know and love as we did the 'originals'.
Beverley Humphreys, International opera singer, B.B.C. broadcaster, High Sheriff of Mid Glamorgan, and lay preacher.

Living our ancient Christian liturgies and sacred texts within a postmodern context is a joyous but at time difficult task. This is now made easier with Wide Awake Worship.  Here is finally a resource which honors tradition enough to bring it faithfully into the present.
Rev. Nadia Bolz-Weber, Lutheran pastor, founder of  'House for all Sinners and Saints', Denver Colorado.

 I always hoped that someone with sensitivity would rework some of the fine older hymns which need a bit of burnishing, and am delighted to find that John Henson has done this so well. I look forward to using them.

John Bell, The Iona Community.


ISBN 978-1-84694-392-8     UK £9.99  US $14.95     www.o-books.net
‘THE GAY DISCIPLE – Jesus’ friend tells it his own way.’

 John Henson's re-telling of the gospel story from the perspective of the 'beloved disciple' is original, provocative and gripping.  He manages to make the story fresh (no mean feat in itself), and creates a world, and a Jesus, we can believe in. Henson's interpretation is based on a mixture of solid scholarship and imaginative reconstruction, and is inspired by his passionate commitment to the inclusively of the ministry of Jesus. But first and foremost it is a right rollicking yarn that draws one in and keeps the pages turning - fast. As with his stunning achievement in 'Good As New', Henson brings the biblical documents alive in startling and compelling ways. We are in his debt for that.'  
 

Dr. Nicola Slee, Queen’s College, Birmingham, prominent feminist theologian and poet.
 ‘This is a provocative book in the best sense. Scholarship and imagination are seamlessly blended to draw back the veil on the convention that somehow those around the historic Jesus – and indeed Jesus himself – were unreal. In passing, but rather importantly in the present climate, it shows a Jesus – and a God – for whom constancy not sexual orientation was and still is the test of true discipleship.’  

 

Gethin Abraham-Williams, Baptist Minister, writer, broadcaster, onetime Moderator of the Committee for Ecumenical Partnerships in England and former Chief Executive of Churches Together in Wales.

 'OTHER COMMUNIONS OF JESUS - New Revised, enlarged and enriched edition. Price £11.99, direct from John Henson or from Orca Books.
GOOD AS NEW: A Radical Retelling of the Scriptures.   Hardcover, obtainable from Orca Book Services, orders@orcabookservices.co.uk  Tel: 01202 665432; from Amazon Books via the internet; from most SPCK shops and other enlightened Christian book stores. Full price £19:99.

Paperback edition of Good As New. Obtainable as above or direct from John Henson, 2 Sycamore Street, Taffs Well CF15 7PU Tel: 029 2040 9102

OTHER TEMPTATIONS OF JESUS: Lenten Studies for Adventurous Christians. (Suitable reading at any time of the year). Direct from John Henson, as above or from Orca Book Services, see above. £7.99

BAD ACTS OF THE APOSTLES: 
'NOW AVAILABLE'
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ISBN 978-1-84694-169-6  , Price  UK £11.99  US $24.95.

OTHER PRAYERS OF JESUS - Praying Jesus way is dangerous.
 

'Other Prayers' opens up a new and alternative way of understanding an important item of Christian Spirituality.
 

Price £11.99, direct from John henson or from Orca Books.

AVAILABLE NOW. 

‘Let the Bible be itself – learning to read it right.’  Ray Vincent. 

“This will be one of the most important, informative, gripping, and above all, honest books about the Bible ever from a committed Christian.” (John Henson)   

‘O’ books £11.99.

THOM STARK - 'The Human Faces of God' (What Scripture reveals when I gets God wrong .)

This book is for those who wish to understand the Bible and learn from it. It is not for those who seek handy quotes, nor for those who have no urge to plumb it's depths. Thom Stark shows how the scriptures confront us with the big questions such as suffering and nationalist pretensions. He provides a thorough and devastating critique of  'inerrancy of scripture'. He offers persuasive rejoinders to those who try to get round some of the nasty bits of the Bible or dodge difficulties like the possibility that Jesus was wrong. If nothing in this challenging book causes you to think again, you have a very closed mind!

WIPF and STOCK Publishers, Eugene, Oregon USA. ISBN 978-1-60899-323-9

Available on Amazon.

Review -The Path of the Blue Raven.

Religious bigots will have no problem with this book. They will simply consign it to the flames, its author with it. Those who have a problem are the conventional, please don't say or do anything to disturb me sort of Christian. Fundamentalists, especially the signs and wonders sort, will recognize dangerous competition. For conventional Christians it poses the threat of the fresh, exciting and (wow!) entertaining, and they don't go to church for that.

Mark Townsend has gone on adventure. As for those early explorers who ventured into unmapped territories in days long gone, adventure is never just fascinating. It involves hardship and loss. Goodbye to basecamp and safety. No  clear tracks. Anxiety and the sapping of energy. Loneliness. All these Mark describes with unnerving honesty and vulnerability. His is no trip of self-indulgence. He continues his priestly calling. He adventures not just to satisfy his curiosity, or to develop his own personality, or to exercise and improve his great gifts in a freer environment. He adventures for others. He adventures to reveal there is more to the life of the spirit than we have dared to imagine. There are treasures in the forest and magic in the air.There is healing for wounded and weary souls. 

Mark introduces us to other adventurers, who tread their own paths through the forest. Each has their own story to tell. Nearly always their flight from the churches begins with tedium or disgust at what they have experienced there. Church people, please start listening to what these adventurers have to tell you. Like the prophets of old they have stepped outside the official cult in order to proclaim a greater understanding of God. Many of them still own Jesus as their friend. It's not him they have abandoned.

I have adventured in a different part of the forest from Mark. My ministry took on a new reality when I went  'free lance' and started to explore what was going on in the real world. I have tried to tell the churches what they have been missing. So this book rings bells for me. Adventure is part of what it means to live in company with God. Let's hope that many reading this book will find the courage to have a go.

John Henson. Retired Baptist minister, conference speaker, inclusive church promoter, author of 'Good As New', 'Other Prayers of Jesus'. 'The Gay Disciple' etc. 

THE JACK BANK  -  Glen Retief.

This is a friendly looking book with its picture in pastal blue of an attractive smiling young boy, above a strip of the South African Velt silhouetted against the sunset. Nothing prepares us for the shock to the system to be found withinits pages. I came up with various ideas about what the title 'The Jack Bank' might mean, all of them wrong. Glen makes us wait a while.

We are going to be treated to an exceptional and excruciating journey of self-understanding, a journey of the spirit that few of us manage to get very far along or even attempt. Many of us have painful recollections of our childhood and youth. Glen puts those into perspective.

 
We expect and we get from Glen fine prose, descriptive writing that enabled me to see it all, smell it all, including the fear. I enjoyed the erotic moments. 


Gay people will be interested in this book, but should be warned that this is more than just yet another triumphant 'coming out story'. Nor is it for that matter a weepy tragedy. It is about humanity at its most screwed up, insensitive and irresponsible as well as at its most fragile, beautiful, tender and caring.


This book may help some people to understand and come to terms with the course of their own lives, even make some ajustments. Sometimes I suspect Glen is too hard on himself, especially in the matter of 'might have beens'. All our lives are strewn with 'might have beens', and we should realise that if what might have been had been, there would simply be an alternative set of 'might have beens' to fret about. Glen illustrates also, and I believe comes to terms with the reality that there is a limit to each person's endurance, and that is nothing to be ashamed about.


As a liberal theologian, I'm intrigued by the way in which Glen turned his back on the 'think-as-you're told' 'do-as-you're- told' type of Catholicism which thankfully is much less secure these days. Then God pops up again in the form of Eshu, the native prankster god, whose pranks steer Glen along the way. 

This is a wonderful book from a truly lovely man. Buy it, empathize with it, learn from it.  (John Henson - author of 'Good As New'; 'The Gay Disciple' etc.)

St. Martin's Press 175 Fifth Avenue, New York. NY 10010.  ISBN 978-0-312-59093-2. 

GLEN RETIEF is an assistant professor of English and creative writing at Susquehanna University. He lives in Sunbury, Pennsylvania with his partner Peterson Toscano.
Review - 'The Book of Revelation' Simon Woodman.

I come to the 'Book of Revelation' as very much a non-fan. Revelation is, and will always be, I fear, the happy hunting ground for religious weirdos of the 'we are the only ones' type. Like Luther I find it difficult to reconcile the Jesus of Revelation with the Jesus of the gospels. I squirm at its shameless triumphalism which alas characterizes much Christian spirituality today. Simon's commentary is intended for second and third year theology students. In my view it is also suitable for all mature and thinking Christians. It needs a Simon Woodman to make sure that our future leaders have a proper understanding of 'The Book of Revelation'. Simon has done an excellent job. I expect his commentary to become the standard work for some time to come. 

Unlike previous academic commentaries, Simon does not dismiss the Nostradamuses with a wave of the hand. Painstakingly and sympathetically he devotes a whole chapter to them. He examines the conflicting schemes that emerge from the literalistic approach that seeks to match the imagery with events in past, current or future history. Simon explains why this is a misguided and misleading method of interpretation. Simon's own approach is not a dogmatic one. He provides us throughout with alternatives.

Simon goes some way to answering the reservations of people like me. I particularly like the way he brings out the Visionary's way of contrasting what is heard and what is seen. We hear about the exclusive 144 thousand; we see the multitude which no one can number. We hear about the warrior on the horse; we see the still wounded lamb. The Wedding Banquet is to be understood as a beginning rather than an end. Offspring are assumed. The Church rules with rod of iron; Jesus rules with the staff of a shepherd. The lake of fire and brimstone symbolizes not vindictive punishment, but purification and healing. Revelation cannot be used as a handbook for exclusivism and predestinarianism. Those who think so do not look closely enough. "Whosoever will may come."

Good stuff. I don't think I will ever be convinced though. I appreciate   Revelation's subversive descriptions of worldly power and authority, corrupt religion, and the capitalist system, highly relevant today. But it is not sufficient to say that the language of weapons, armies, battles and conquest should be understood as spiritual rather than literal war. The militartarist mindset itself is not Jesus. The militarist language of Revelation has encouraged the Church to adopt agressive attitudes and practices in its methods of promotion. You do not only have to think of the Crusades and the 'Christian' conquest by the sword of Central and South America. The mindset is still expressed in triumphalist worship songs about dominion and power and authority. I also doubt that apocalyptic will ever be an ace way of communicating, especially not in these days of realism in the arts. It was only a minority interest in Jesus' day. Jesus used its material sparingly. Revelation was intended for those being persecuted,

as comfort and perseverance, carrot and stick. But Jesus and Paul's answer to enemies was to love them rather than triumph over them. So next time Christians enter a period of severe persecution I hope it will be the Gospels that inspire them rather than the Apocalyse.
