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the owners - and their successors in title - 
covenanted “ not to use the pub building 
or any part thereof otherwise than as a 
public house”. 

Thanking the Council for pursuing the 
matter, CAMRA said that they in no way 
object to diversification into ancillary 
sales of food and the provision of B&B 
but in line with planning definitions the 
building's primary purpose should be the 
sale and consumption of alcoholic drink 

D ARLINGTON COUNCIL 
planners have confirmed to the 
local Campaign for Real Ale 

that no application has been made to 
vary or cancel the legal agreement that 
ties the Raby Hunt at Summerhouse to 
pub use. 

Darlington CAMRA had raised the 
question as, to all appearances, the grade 
II listed village gem - a pub since at least 
1856 - had been operating as a restaurant  
since reopening under new ownership last  
October. 

Planning officer Lisa Hutchinson told 
the branch in a let-
ter that the owners,  
a Mr and Mrs 
Close, acknowl-
edged that the way 
they had been mar-
keting the business 
as The Raby Hunt 
Restaurant with 
Rooms “ gives the 
impression that the 
premises has more 

of a restaurant focus”. 
Following the Council's approach, they 

have agreed to “ change the name of the 
premises to The Raby Hunt Inn and Res-
taurant with Rooms and will alter the sign 
outside and change the wording on the 
website in order to comply with clause 
(ii) of the Section 106 Agreement. I have 
received written confirmation from the 
owners outlining their intentions in this 
regard”. 

The binding agreement was put in place 
in 2003 following a contentious planning 
application by previous owners to rede-
velop the pub and its grounds. As a com-
promise the Council agreed to grant per-
mission for four new dwellings provided 

Raby Change 

Food available: 
Lunch 12-2pm 
Dinner 7- 9pm 

Accommodation  
available from £40 

Open All Day 
Every Day 

(closed winter Mons)  

Featured in the Good Beer 
Guide 2010 

DARLINGTON CAMRA has joined 
Skeeby parish council in objecting to the 
proposed conversion of the Travellers 

Rest into a dwelling. John Budden, coun-
cil chairman, said after a public meeting 
that he hadn’t met anyone who thought 
turning it into a house was a good idea. 
Campaigning village resident Richard 

Wright said “The new owners have made 
no attempt to either run the premises, or 

sell it as a going concern”. 
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Darlington CAMRA Pub of the Year 2008 
Campaigning on behalf of lovers of real ale 

The Old Yard, 98 Bondgate, Darlington 
01325 467385 www.tapasbar.co.uk 

Good Beer, Good Food 
Good Company 

 

Enjoy Tapas with Real Ale 
Locally sourced cask ales 

COPPER DRAGON 
CA PTA IN COOK 

YORK 
SALTAIRE 

WENSLEY DALE 
ALLENDALE 

 

Open all day, every day with a f ull f ood 
serv ice of authentic Tapas and f ull  

Mediterranean style meals all day on 
Saturday s, and at lunch time and  

 The Stanwick  
Pub & Restaurant 
Aldbrough St. John 
01325 374258 

W atch Out for our Sp ecial Ev ent Evening s 

Food Opening Times: 
Mon - Fri 12 noon - 2pm and 5.30 - 9.30pm 
Sat & Sun 12 noon - 2pm and 6.30 - 9.30pm 
 

Bar Opening Times: 
Mon - Fri 12 noon - 3pm and 5.30 - 11pm 
Sat 12 noon - 3pm and 6.30 - 11pm 
Sun ALL DAY: 12 noon - 10.30pm 

Neil & Helen  
welcome you to 
Fine Food, 
Real Ales  
and Open Fires 

En suite accommodation available 
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A T LAST a new brewery for the 
Darlington area! 
Local CAMRA member and re-

nowned craft brewer Pete Fenwick 
(pictured) is realising a long-held dream - 
opening a micro-brewery in his home vil-
lage of Aldbrough St John in North York-
shire. 

After eight years of 
brewing five- and ten-
gallon batches of beer 
in the family kitchen 
(to the annoyance of 
his wife, Corinna), 
and “ a lot” of saving 

up, his brainchild Mithril Ales brewery is 
taking shape with the installation of a 
small but commercial-scale brew plant in 
April. 

Technically the size is 2.5 bbl (brewers' 
barrels). In plain terms that's 90 gallons, 
or 720 pints, of capacity. 

But Pete - a founder member of the Dar-
lington Traditional Brewing Group 
(www.dtbg.co.uk) - is not giving up his 
day job in the transport industry , right 
now at least. He plans to brew on week-
ends just for the local market. 

Mithril beers should be launching soon 
in three of the area's top real ale houses, 
including the Stanwick Inn in Aldbrough - 
an easy cask-rolling distance of 200 yards 
from Pete's brewery and home. The other 
pubs supporting him with pre-production 
orders are the Crown Inn, in nearby Man-
field, and the Quaker House in Darlington. 

The beers will hopefully then appear as 
guests in other free houses around the 
Darlington and Richmond area. 

The name Mithril comes from that of 
Pete's home, which in turn was named al-
most 30 years ago after a character in The 
Lord of The Rings: to the elves it meant 

'stronger than steel'. Appropriately, an el f 
maiden features on the new brewery 
logo. Pete’s contact details are (01325) 
374817 and (07792) 093245. 
*ALTHOUGH this is Pete's first venture 
into commercial brewing he already has a 
good track record. In 2003 he produced - 
in his home kitchen - the prototype of 
what was to become Jarrow Brewery's  
top-selling Rivet Catcher bitter. This was 
awarded a silver medal in the Champion 
Beer of Britain awards in 2003, and then 
took bronze in 2008. 

 

One ‘El’ of an Idea 

Champion Winter Brew 
1872 PORTER from the Elland Brewery of 
West Yorkshire has been crowned the Su-
preme Champion Winter Beer of Britain 

2010 by judges at CAMRA’s National Win-
ter Ales Festival in Manchester.  

The 6.5% abv porter is described in the 
Good Beer Guide as a 'creamy, full-

flavoured porter, with rich liquorice fla-
vours, a hint of chocolate from roast malt, 

and a soft but satisfying aftertaste’. 
Dave Sanders of Elland was elated: “It’s 

absolutely brilliant; we came second last 
year and I am thrilled to finish on top. We 
originally started brewing this beer at the 
West Yorkshire brewery, so there's quite a 

history behind this Victorian recipe”. 
Silver went to Breconshire's Ramblers 

Ruin, whilst the bronze medal went to the 
Acorn brewery of Barnsley for their Gor-

lovka Imperial Stout. 
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Peter Everett & team welcome you to a quality pint and a game of snooker 

Tel/Fax 01325 241388  
email peterdsc@yahoo.co.uk  

For the best value game of snooker in Darlington  
Open 7 days a week, 11am - midnight Sunday to Thursday 

11am until late Friday & Saturday 
10 FULL-SIZE TABLES 

 

CAMRA North East Club of the Year 2004-2008 
IN CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2005/ ’06/ ’07/ ’08/ ’09/ ’10 

FIRST Snooker Club to get CAMRA club of the year 
FIRST Snooker Club to get in CAMRA Good Beer Guide 
FIRST Snooker Club to have its own major Beer Festival 

 FOUR Quality Cask Ales  
There’s always something to suit your taste! 

Comfortable TV Lounge 
Buffets can be supplied to fit every budget. Parties catered for 

Junior Classes Sunday 9-11am 
School Groups Welcomed, Professional Coach Available. 

CAMRA members free entry on production of card 
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O N A SHORT TRIP to Belgium 
I experienced four of the finest 
bars I have had the pleasure to 

visit. 
Two are in Bruges and the first visited 

was De Garre, located off Breidelstraat 
near the main square. A garre is a small 
blind alley usually used as a fire escape 
and this bar is in such a location and is 
signposted with a barrel. 

Inside is a simple bar area with exposed 
brickwork and heavy beams and a stair-
case, which leads up to a galleried area. 
Over 130 beers are stocked, none below 
6% and some rather expensive, but the at-
mosphere and décor make it an enjoyable 
experience. 

The second bar was the Cafe 
Vlissinghe, an unspoilt Flemish classic, 

which is set off a 
quiet back street  
and is the oldest in 
Bruges (1515) The 
bar is a spacious 
wood panelled 
room decorated 
with images and 
tapest ries from 
Bruges past and 
furnished with 
long wooden tables 

and a very good range of beers are served. 
Unchanged and timeless, don’t miss it. 

On to Ostend and the Botteltje, the Lit-
tle Bottle, which is on the ground floor of 
the Hotel Marion. The beer list is exten-
sive and hovers between 250 and 300 and 
has beers from small independent brewer-
ies served by very knowledgeable and 
helpful staff. The decor is wood and brass 
with small alcoves set back from the bar 
and very good seafood and steaks are 
served. 

On a recom-
m e n d a t i o n 
f r o m  o u r 
branch's beer 
stalker, Adrian, 
I ventured to 
Brussels and 
found up a 
small alley 
close to the 
Grand Place 
the Imaige de Nostre Dame which 
looked like a Flemish living room and 
kitchen from the last century. It was full  
of interesting locals who all recom-
mended their own favourite beers from 
the good beer list. John Magson 
*GOOD BEER GUIDE BELGIUM, edited 
by Tim Webb, is the definitive 350 page 
guide to the best that Belgian brewing has 
to offer, including over 600 cafes like these. 
£14.99 from bookshops or camra.org.uk. 

Belgian Bliss 

 Foresters Arms 
Coatham Mundeville  

Darlington 

Tel. 01325 320565 

- Real Food - 
Real Ale - Real Fire 
More than just a pub 

Food served six nights: 
Monday 4-9pm  

Wed-Sun 12-9pm 
Opening Hours: 
Mon 4-midnight 

Tues closed 
Wed-Sun 12-midnight 

''We thought the whole thing terrific” 
- Mike Amos  

Book Now for Easter and 
Bank Holidays 
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T HE ROSE & CROWN at Mickle-
ton, in Teesdale, has been advertised 

for sale in the Darlington & Stockton 
Times for a massive £375,000. 

Ale Mail 
S ECRET KINGDOM:  

I enjoyed reading the 
latest edition of DD, but 
would like to send a correction to the Bor-
der  Reviver  art i cle in which 
‘Northumberland Brewery’s’ Secret King-
dom is mentioned twice - this beer is in 
fact brewed by Hadrian and Border and 
not Northumberland. Keep up the good 
work! 
CHRIS MANSFIELD, Tyneside & 
Northumberland CAMRA 
(Ed: Quite right Chris, our apologies to 
both breweries. Sorry, too, to readers who 
were misled by some erroneous dates in 
Diary Dates last time. Never trust what  
you read in the press…) 

Shock Station Stop 

T HE STATION at Hurworth 
Place was hardly open a month at  
t h e 

end of last 
year in the 
hands of 
new owners 
before it 
closed again.  

 

The once-thriving local had been bought 
as a free house swi ftly after coming onto 
the market (the guide price had been 
£250,000) so its continued and future vi-
ability as a pub has never properly been 
tested.  

The village being a place of rumour 
there are dark - but we stress totally-
unsubstantiated - tales of plans to demol-
ish the Victorian building and redevelop 
the site for housing. Surely not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Darlington CAMRA Pub of the Year 2010  
Village Brewer White Boar + Bull  

plus up to 6 Guest Real Ales  
12 wines by the bottle or glass 

——————O—————— 

16th Beer Festival  
30th April - 3rd May  

Friday 30th, 5-late 
Saturday 1st, 12-12 

Sunday 2nd, 12-11.30 
Bank Holiday Monday 3rd 12-11.30 

Normal opening hours: Monday to Friday 5-11.30, Sat and Sun Noon-11.30 

The 

Crown Inn  

 

Vicars Lane, Manfield 
North Yorkshire 

DL2 2RF 
01325 374243 

 
Music  

&  
Food  
at all  

Sessions  

All Award 
Winning 

Beers 
(CAMRA,  

other  
festivals  
or SIBA)  
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The TAP & SPILE  
99 Bondgate, Darlington 

Tel. (01325) 381679 

Five Real Ales at all Times  
Wychwood Hobgoblin &  
Jennings Cumberland  

plus three guests  
 

Happy Hours 
Mondays - Thursdays 5-7pm  

 

Live Music Thurs-Fri-Sat  
Thursday: Blues Night with James & Darren  

Friday: DJ Russ Wake indie ska & Northern Soul  
Saturday: band night  

Sunday: open mic night  
 

A WARM, WELCOME, FRIENDLY 
ATMOSPHERE! 
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Thu 15 Apr - Darlington Cricket Club, Feethams ground. Darlington CAMRA branch 
meeting, 8pm. All welcome 

Fri 16 April - Darlington suburbs coach crawl. Depart Feethams (opp. Town Hall) 
7pm. Details/bookings: Pete Fenwick (01325) 374817; (07792) 093245. 

Wed 5 May - Britannia, Archer Street. Darlington CAMRA branch meeting, 8pm.  All 
welcome. 

Fri 7 May - Darlington town centre pubs walkabout. Meet 7pm at the Glittering 
Star. Details from Pete as above.  

Sat 8 May - Darlington Snooker Club, Corporation Road/Northgate cnr, 12 noon. 
CAMRA  national Clubs Committee meeting. Local CAMRA members 
welcome to observe. 

THE ARDEN ARMS  at Atley Hill, 
South Cowton has been named Pub of the 
Season by the Copper Dragon brewery. 
Alex and Charlotte Liddle have recently 
been stocking two of the Skipton micro's 
ales and say the quality has been 
“ amazing”. The Arden normally stocks 
three real ales, increasing to four on busy 
weekends and during the summer. 
THE CHEQUERS at Dalton-on-Tees 
will seem a little quieter from now on, as 
chirpy landlord Barry Dowson has moved 
on after nearly ten years behind the bar. 
He's helping out at Oven restaurant in 
Darlington. 
THE COPPER BEECH in Neasham 
Road, near the Darlington Arena, is stock-
ing two handpulled ales - Cameron's 
Strongarm and Black Sheep Best Bitter. 
THE CRICKETERS in Parkgate, over-
looking Darlington’s inner ring road, also 
has real ale again, with Well's Bombardier 
on good form on a recent visit. 
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articles and letters welcome. All items © Darlington CAMRA but may be reproduced if source acknowledged. Editor: 
Brendan Boyle, 6 Clareville Road, Darlington DL3 8NG; (01325) 362092; email dd@idnet.com. Additional contributors this 
issue: Malcolm Dunstone, Pete Fenwick and John Magson. Advertising: Peter Everett (01325) 241388. Ad rates a snip at 
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The Buck Inn 

DIA RY DAT ES -  DA RLI NGT ON CAM RA  -  DI A RY DAT ES 

COUNTRY INN OVERLOOKING  
THE VILLAGE GREEN 

Five real ales always on pump, 
including local independents  

Qualit y home-cooked  meals,  lunch and 
evening 7 days a week. Bar open all d ay 

BEER GARDEN - CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA - 
EN-SUITE ACCOMMODATION - FUNCTION ROOM 

Sunday lunchtime jazz:  
Mar 28 Frisco Bay Stompers, Apr 18 

Rendezv ous Jazz , May 2 Vieux Carre 
Jazzmen, May  16 Jeff Milner’s Delta 
Friends, May  23 tbc: ring for details  

 Tel. Bedale 01677 422461 
www.thebuckinn.net 


