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Guests Show the Way

I N A RARE break with the pattern

of recent years, the price of an av-
erage pint of real ale in our area
increased by LESS than the general
rate of inflation in 2009, according to
the latest Darlington CAMRA survey.
However, the average masks the
that most regularly-stocked (or ‘house
beers, usually the best sellers in pul
continued to go up in price ahead ofinfl
tion. The average was kept down by p
‘guest’ beers - usually sourced fom inde
pendent breweries - increasing on averag
only marginally, or even in Darlington

town itself falling in price. %
That suggests that small brewers, whotr?;nun%rl?#gﬁzr?qucsﬂy gtz;ged;;%rze

depend almost entirely on sales of guestagainst £2.37

beers in pubs, are making keener eﬁonS*Guest beers on average also cost more

o keep thlr ncreas e o 1t €€ fran reguiry-stocked house bers
9 £2.50 a pint against £2.41.

eries which own pub§ or have "'X‘?d SUP” +The cheapestpint was Ruddles Bitter
ply contracts with national pub chains. at Wetherspoons' Wiliam Stead and

ef%rt‘thei:) tggt rg; pCl;]k()aIg:agrs args?qgﬁggtﬁgnTanners Hall at £1.29p, with Samuel
u per gu Smith's OBB at the Glittering Star, Dar-

previously. - :
A pint of real ale in Darlington and its gg%?g tgpgjf sA:tzone penny from the year

surrounding area went up by three pence, -

. earest in town was the £3.10 guest
or 1.3% d‘%””9_20°9' a year when the of beer, Marston's Pedigree, at Darlington
ficial CPI infation rate was 2.9%. That Arts Centre
made the average £2.46 by December*.l.he most .commonly—foundbrew was
compared with £2.43p twelve months ear- gk Sheep Best Bitter in eleven sur-

lier. vey pubs.

However, in town pubs, _regularly- *The 2009 Budgetwas responsible for
stocked standard-strength beers went upupWardS of one penny of the rises, in-

by an average of8p while guest pricels creasing with the strength of a beer
on average by 6p. '

The Darlington
branch of
CAMRA has
been monitoring
the price of real
ale since the
mid-80s.
Other Findings:
1 *The survey

: =~} took in 95 prices
“in 34 pubs - 20 in the town and 14 in the
Gural area around it. In all, 61 diflerent
brands of cask beer were represented.
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THE FOUR
ALLS

OVINGTON (near Winston)
A FAMILY-OWNED TRUE FREEHOUSE

Telephone 01833 627302

NOW CELEBRATING THEIR 6th ANNIVERSARY
John Stroud & family welcome you to this ancient hostelry
in Teesdale’s Maypole vilage, serving a range of Real
Alfes, incitiding those Brewed on the Fremises, plis a
Menu of Quality Meals using many focal products.

The Four Alls Brewery
Producing a range of Good Ales.
All for £2.00 per pint

The Four Alls has all the traditional pub games.
Shove Ha’penny, Dominoes, Darts, Pool.

FOOD SERVED EVERY DAY

Bar snacks or full restaurant menu
Sunday roasts are back on the menu
Vegetarian menu is available

Mon-Thurs 7-9pm, Fri-Sat 6-9.30pm. Sunday 12-2.30pmand 7-9pm

Pub Hours: Mon-Thur 7-11pm, Fri 6-11pm, Sat 3-11pmSun 12-10.30pm

COUNTRY INN ACCOMMODATION
1 Double, 2 Single, 2 Twin (3 Rooms En-suite)

£35 - £60 per Room per Night including Full English Breakfast
Disabled Access.

Spend a relaxing weekend in this lovely Village Inn in the
heart of the countryside but within easy reach of the

Yorkshire Dales towns of Barnard Castle and Richmond
Accommodation is hon-smoking and, sorry, we cannot accept dogs.

See our new website www.thefouralls-teesdale.co.uk
Brand New Extension opened Spring 2009
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Magnet Axed The Hole in
O NE OF the Darlington area's the Wall
most popular real ales was
axed at the turn of the year. ngﬁ:]n;[gkﬁ b

And the company responsible, the
world's third biggest brewer, didn't
think it worth mentioning to drinkers
and publicans.

Yes, cask-conditioned John Smith
Magnet is no more. 'De-listed' by Heine

Tel. 01325 466720
An Ancient Hostelry in the
Old Market Square

L/ T
sReal Ales:
Cameron Strongarm Ruby Red

b

ken from 31st December, without warninjy Greene King Abbot

or apology. plusBlack Sheep Best Bitter
It was only after Darlington CAMRA Food served Mon-Sat 12-2pm,

go|t( puzzled palls f_romlfIOEal Ilcgn_s?es ard Fri & Sat upstairs 6.30-9pm

asked questl'ons itsell that oficial - worg Special offer: Tues, Wed, Thurs

came out - via the equally uninformed PR

6-9pm —drink and meal £6.50

Free Magnet glass with evening meals
while stock lasts

Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 11-11.30,
Fri & Sat 11-midnight; Sun 12-11

boss of Heineken UK, David Jones.

He told CAMRA's national executive
member John Holland the decision wjg
“in view of falling sales and distributio
(less than 100 outlets) and the risk t
low throughputs present to product quédk

ity. | was out of the loop on this myself -y, a5 parely a penny was spent on pro-
so thanks for raising the issue! moting the handpulled brew by Heineken

t

Falling sales? Hardly surprising nationg, jts predecessor Scottish & Newcastle.
Darlington

But it's hard to believe sales were un-
@ Drinker

feasibly low in the 4% ale’s Tees Valley
.. wenty-Five Years Ago

heartland, with handpulled Magnet being
sold in more than one in five cask-selling

“CAMRA IS GOING to court - totry and g¢t

more relaxed licensing hours in Darlingtpn

pubs in the Darlington area alone (13 out
of 59 in and immediately around the
town).
Peter Turnbull of the Old Yard Tapas
District. Bar in Bondgate was one of the stunned
Dar"ngton Licensed Victudlers’ Associb- |icenseeS: “We Sold tWice as mUCh Of that
tion has asked the local magistrates to
pubs to open until 11pm Monday to S
day, instead ofthe present 10.30pm. The
posal is to be considered in court on

rothe Echo's Mike Amos. “Itll be a real loss
tho many of the lads in here.”

lovas we do of John Smith's Smooth, despite
r-the way that Smooth’'s promoted,” he told

Apiil and Darlington CAMRA will be speal{-

ingin suppott ofthe landlords’ request.

Most other parts of the country now hgve
d

opening hours until 11pm on Frdays
Saturdays at least, including North Yofk-
shire.”

Darlington Drinker 33, March 1985

In fact some pubs are still in denial, with
the Traveller's Rest at Cockerton continu-
ing to serve beer through a Magnet-badged
handpump. We don't know what it is
(shouldn't the drinkers be told?) but you
can be sure it's not the real thing.
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Th

Black Bull

Great Smeaton
Tel. 01609 881219

Paul & Lesley McConnell welcome ygu
to this XVI century coaching inn

Three Cask Ales on tap GREENBANK HOTEL
Open: Mon-Thur 5-11pm, Fri 3pm-late. 90 Greenbank Road
Sat & Sun 12noon-late Darlington DL3 6EL
Real fire in winter. . .
Pleasant Beer Garden for warmer days| The Greenbankis a family run
Darts, Dominoes, Pool. hotel, conveniently located 5 min-
Quiz Night First Sunday ofthe month, uteswalk fromthe town centre and
8.30pm start Darlington Arts Centre.

Traditional Sunday Lunch 12-3pm,

_ 1CI We have 27 very comfortable bed-
served in the cosy dining room

rooms, a well stocked barwhich

Easy access for disabled has on show military me morabilia.
Ample parking at the rear ;
B&B 2 Double, 2 Twin £30per perso For further details

tel. 01325 462624

The only pub in the vilage www.greenbank.co.uk

The Quakerhouse

2 Mechanics’ Yard, Dardington

CAMRA
Town Pub of the Year 2010

9 CASK ALES ON TAP

Westons Old Rosie Cider
A selectionof bottled ciders and perry
Fosters & Amstel lagers
Wines and Spirits

First Tuesday each monih LIVE MUSIC EVERY WEDNESDAY
Open mic night with:
FUDIT |, Apil vay
PA & backline provided | 3rd The Voodoo 7ththRU35 Tippins 5tht£\n|mate_
10t Witchkraft 14" The Rogues 12" Thyn Lizzy
Tuesday 17 Unde Gilbert 218 Tumbli'n Dice 19 Highest Order
2" March o6 oS 28 Remid 26 On the Rocks
) 24" Mojo Hand Band y
5t April
4" May
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- TS
A Special One || i
. I

T HE GREYHOUND in Parkgate a
has been putup for sale follow- gloomy

ing the failure of Admiral Tav- gﬁ‘gsclg“
erns to find a tenant since the depar- clres _— S e

ture of Jerry Pateman at the end of — '
2007. M The Angel Innat Giling West, neaf

It is one of a |Richmond, reopened after a short perjod

batch of no fewer | Of closure in February.
than 289 pubs| Owner Robert Bruce is now runnipg
being sold by the|the free house himself, with partper
troubled Admiral |Diane Whibley, after leaving it to othgrs
group - now ef [since he bought the property three years
fectively owned |@90. Robert’s background is somewhat
by the Lloyds different - he's a nuclear decommissipn-

Banking Group after breaching bankingind engineer.

covenants in 2008. The cask ales are Black Sheep Bitter
The agents, Fleurets, are asking fg@nd a guest and opening hours are mow
£215,000 for the freehold. Mon-Wed 5-11; Thur 12-12; Fri & Spt

The imposing redbrick building dateghoon-1am; Sun noon-11. Note the rew
from 1903 and has been identifed by th@hone number, (01748) 850448.
Campaign for Real Ale’s pub heritags
group as having ‘an interior of specia ]
historic interest’ - one of only 49 in theas a 'star buy’, months after it was
North East - because of the unalteredvithdrawn as under offer. _
character ofits public bar (the lounge has The agents for the vendors, Scottish &

\174

little original character). Newcastle Pub Enterprises (aka Heineken
Uniquely UK), say the village

in  Darling- pub is “unexpected|

ton, this sim- reavailable” an

ple, un- have reduced thle

adorned asking price for

room, with fourth time. They ar

fixed wall- looking for offers in the region of

seating, red filed foor, panelled countef150,000; it was originally a whacking

and mirrored triple-arched bar back£250,000.

(pictured) remains largely in its original *OTHER LOCAL pubs being marketed
state. by Fleurets as we go to press are the
Campaigners are hoping that futuréBrown Trout at Cockerton (freehold

owners respect this character but the puf185,000, 'under offer'), thBlack Bul
is not a listed building so has no legakt Melsonby (freehold £195,000) and the
protection from alteration. long leaseholds of two Branksome area
FLEURETS ARE also re-marketing 1960s locals, the Jack Horner
the Bay Horse at Great Smeaton (5200,000) and thArchdeacon(offers in
excess of £100,000).
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THE

BRITANNIA

INN

“ABastion of Cask Beer for over 150 years”
- Good Beer Guide 2010
Cameron’s Strongarm,
John Smiths Cask,
Four Guest Ales

Winner: Town Community Pub of the Year 2007 & 2008
Runner-up: Darlington Town Pub of the Year 2007 &0P8
Open: Mon - Wed 11.30-3 &5.30-11; Thu - Sat 11.30- 11; Sun12-10.30

1 Archer Street (just off Bondgate), Darlington
Tel. 01325 463787
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The Crown Takes It Again!

HE CROWN has been crowned

again! Karen and Peter Hynes'

ale-specialising village local a
Manfield has been voted country and
overall branch Pub of the Year by
members of Darlington CAMRA.

It's the third time in six years Karen and
Peter (pictured) have scooped the cham-
pion award, ahead of more than 100 otler
real ale selling pubs in the CAMRA
branch area.

The Quaker House in Darlington,
which won the town category title, wgs
overall runner-up, so congrats also [to
new-ish owners Brian Dourish and Garry
Hewitt.

Number Twenty-2 and the Britannip
were second and third in the urban cat
gory while the Langdon Beck Hotel an

the Stanwick Inn at Aldbrough St Jok rE)y Ralph Wilkinson. The launch date wps

took those places in the rural section. | gip \1arch 1995, Ralph sold a whole stack
The Crown now goes forward into t Bf real ales - the most ever in a pubin

Yot(I:§h|re C?t'I\AR"tA pub of trzlgoysearMco "Darlington - when the classy 'alehouse
\F/)v?ﬂll Iont’h at ekl . WHon In i nf . deai '&r;d canteen' in Coniscliffe Road opened.
€, the Quaker House Is entere ithin four years it was a finalist in

the North East region’s competition. CAMRA's national pub of the year

HE FULL Darlington CAMRA
" awards. Today the bar sells even more
Champion Pub of the Year hon- up to thirteen cask beers at any one tinpe.

ours board from 1985 is:

1985 Raby Hunt, Summerhouse; 1 ARLINGTON SNOOKER CLUB
Arden Arms, Atley Hill; 1987 Tap on the corner of Northgate and Cq
Spile; 1988 Pennyweight; 1989 nieoration Road, is an another multi-awafd
awarded: 1990 Golden Cock: 1991 Rapjinner, having just been named Darling
Hunt, Summerhouse; 1992 King Williaffon CAMRA Club of the Year for the se

IV, Barton; 1993 Golden Cock; 1994 T#§nth year running. And it's a touch oldey.
& Spile; 1995 Strathmore Arms, Holwic ;Guv'nor Peter Everett and his mother Rita
1996-99 Number Twenty-2. hosted a 95th birthday beer festival ( fo

2000-01 Quaker; 2002 Number Twentjthe club not Rita!) -in February. The
2: 2003-04Quaker: 2005 Crown, Mafflub, which occupies the first floor abov
field; 2006 Quaker; 2007 Crown, MapYVhite Bros. motorbike shop, has been
field; 2008 Number Twenty-2; 200pHnder threat of eviction for a couple of
Quaker House: 2010 Crown, Manfelgyears to make way for flats. But whisper it
(All Darlington unless specified.) quietly, the threat may now be a little less.

ARD TO BELIEVE, to the longer-

toothed among us, but it's a full
lecade and half since the multi-award
inning Number Twenty-2vas opened

=
1

-
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GUEST BREWERS FROM BELGIUM, HAWAII, SOUTH AFRICA AN D USA

Skinnergate, Darlington
01325 369939 [




