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Pub Sales of the Century 
Newsletter of the Darlington Campaign for Real Ale  

A  COMBINATION of credit 
crunch, decline in beer 
sales and rationalisation of 

estates has led to an unprecedented 
number of British pubs being put 
up for open sale. 

The nation’s two major pub-owning 
companies, Punch Taverns and Enterprise 
Inns, are shedding hundreds, while 
smaller chains like Scottish & Newcastle 
Pub Enterprises are flogging off dozens.  

Our area, for one, has never seen so 
many sales boards displayed above pub 
doors. In the past, pubs changed hands 
from company to company with little out-
ward sign. Now, so desperate are some o f 
the debt-laden chains to offload, it’s an 
open market for all comers.  

Prices are dropping and some vendors 
are almost giving them away, pleading 
“ all offers considered”. 

Inside this DD is news of some of the 
pubs around here which are on the market  
- many of which may surprise you. 

Hopefully, most will find caring new 
owners with deeper roots in their commu-
nities than the present, faceless corporate 
owners. 

But some long-established pubs will 
not, not least because of the shabby tactic 
of pubcos like Enterprise which are slap-
ping anti-competitive covenants on sur-
plus stock which prevent them from trad-
ing as pubs again. Whatever the wishes of 
their customers and wider communities. 

FREE 

Darlington Arts Centre R'n'B Club and  
Darlington CAMRA present 

The 30th Darlington B eer & Music Festival 
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A Celebration of R’n’B Music  
and Real Ale 

Fifty Great British ales from independent, 
family and micro breweries, traditional 

ciders and imported bottled beers - plus 
top quality rhythm and blues  
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17-19 September 2009 
TICKETS: DBC BOX OFFICES 
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Bar snacks or full restaurant menu 
Sunday roasts are back on the menu 

Vegetarian menu is available 

Mon-Thurs 7-9pm, Fri-Sat 6-9.30pm. Sunday 12-2.30pm and 7-9pm 

Pub Hours: Mon-Thur 7-11pm, Fri 6-11pm, Sat 3-11pm, Sun 12-10.30pm 

 

Look out for our Brand New Extension in Spring 2009  
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Enterprise Out 

E NTERPRISE INNS is the sec-
ond largest pub group in the 
UK (after Punch Taverns), with 

an estate of some 7,000. 
Having spent millions acquiring pubs 

since being founded in 1991 the company 
is now selling them off in large numbers - 
277 in the last year alone. 

Its founder and chief executive, G.E. 
‘Ted’ Tuppen, says the company’s pubs 
are largely being bought for conversion 
into cafes, shops or homes. 

But that’s hardly surprising as Enter-
prise is not content just to sell its surplus 
pubs, it has an aggressive, and often 
rather secretive, policy of closing most of 
them down. 

Not temporarily but for ever, thanks to 
the use of restri ctive legal covenants at  
the time of a sale. These bind a purchaser 
into agreeing never to use the property, or 
its site, as a public house again. 

Giving evidence recently to the parlia-
mentary Business Enterprise Select Com-
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mittee Inquiry Mr Tuppen said his com-
pany would impose restrictive covenants  
on 70% of the pubs that it sold. The main 
exception would be i f a pub was the last  
one in a village. 

Mr Tuppen’s view is that “the UK re-
mains over-pubbed”. But the truth seems 
to be that some localities simply have too 
many Enterprise-owned pubs - hardly a 
rare circumstance when the company  
owns one in seven of the nation’s pubs - 
and the company wants to direct all the 
custom into a single one, even if it means 
losing money on the sale of the premises. 

Darlington has experienced some of 
these closures and more will take place 
unless such restrictive covenants - which 
brewing companies were once forbidden 
from applying - are outlawed. Darlington 
council has joined CAMRA in calling on 
the Government to ban them (see page 7). 
*TURN TO page 5 to see how restrictive 
covenants are closing Darlington pubs. 

Darlington 
Drinker 

.…Twenty-Five Years Ago 
“THE uncertainty over the future of Camer-
ons remains, with departures from top man-
agement posts and a continued freeze on 
spending on pub building and refurbishment. 

There are renewed rumours that a ‘carve-
up’  of the company could be on the way, 
with blocks of pubs being sold off ; the brew-
ery would then become redundant. 

Meanwhile Frederick and David Barclay, 
who failed to sell Camerons to Scottish & 
Newcastle, are taking legal action against 
CAMRA for allegedly libellous remarks 
made during the campaign. Darlington 
Drinker is apparently being cited.”  
Darlington Drinker 27, August 1984 �

 

The Hole in 
the Wall 
Horsemarket, 

Darlington 

Tel. 01325 466720 
 

An Ancient Hostelry in the Old Market Square  

 Real Ales: 
John Smith’s handpulled Magnet, 

Greene King Abbot 
 

Food served Mon-Sat 12-2pm, 
Fri & Sat upstairs 6.30-9pm 

Special Offer: 
Tues, Wed, Thurs 6-9pm 

Drink and meal £6.50 

Good quality and excellent value 
Opening hours: Mon-Thurs 11-11.30,  

Fri & Sat 11-midnight; Sun 12-11 
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The  

Black Bull  
Great Smeaton 

Tel. 01609 881219 
 

Paul &  Lesley McConnell welcome you 
to this XVI century coaching inn  
Three Cask Ales on tap 

Open: Mon-Thur 5-11pm, Fri 3pm-late. 
Sat & Sun 12noon-late 

 Real fire in winter. 
P leasant Beer Garden for warmer days 

Darts, Dominoes, Pool. 
Quiz Night First Sunday of the month, 

8.30pm start 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 12-3pm, 

served in the cosy dining room. 
Easy access for disabled 

Ample parking at the rear 
B&B 2 Double, 2 Twin £30per person 

The only pub in the village 
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A FTER acquiring parcels of 
pubs from different sources, 
Enterprise Inns found itself not 

long ago owning three pubs within just 
200 yards in Darlington’s Northgate 
and High Northgate.  

The imposing, redbrick Bridge Inn , 
purpose-built in 1898, was swiftly closed 
in 2005 and sold with a de-licensing 
covenant. It is now a café and guest house 
(pictured bottom left). 

Then last year Enterprise placed the 
Caledonian on the market. The estate 
agent’s board merely said it was “ for 
sale”. It was only by going to their web-
site that the truth was revealed: the prop-
erty was to be sold de-licensed. And 
somewhat desperately, “ all offers consid-
ered”. It has finally, in the last few weeks,   
been sold and its 150 years as a pub have 
now ceased (top left picture). 

Lying between these two is the historic 
and excellent Railway Tavern, probably 
the first ‘railway’ pub in the world, built 
by the Stockton & Darlington Railway in 
1826-27. Thankfully, Enterprise seem 
fully committed to retaining this, but 
sadly at the expense of both its long-
standing neighbours. 

O VER AT  Cockerton we guess that 
Enterprise own the fine Travellers  

Rest. They certainly own its only local 
competitor pub, the Brown Trout a hun-
dred yards up the road.  

At least they do for the moment, as that  
is the next Darlington pub they want to 
close. 

Not that you - or, perhaps more to the 
point, the Brown Trout’s regular custom-
ers - would know from the sale boards or 
even, initially, from the agents’ website 
which blandly offers the freehold and 
contents for £185,000.  

Death of the Pubs 

Enterprise’s sale board on the pub even 
misleadingly says “pub business to 
let” (pictured, right). Presumably mean-
ing it’s to let until it can be sold. 

We know of at least one experienced 
Darlington businessman who was keen to 
buy and run the pub until, almost as an 
afterthought, the sales rep at Fleurets’ 
Leeds offi ce said “ You do know don’t 
you, Mr W, that the Brown Trout is being 
sold de-licensed?” 

He was aghast and contacted Darling-
ton CAMRA to express his dismay that 
such a practice is permitted. 

“Surely pub licences, and the quantity 
and distribution of them in an area, are 
something a local community should 
decide”, he quite reasonably reasoned. 

Well, yes in theory, councils grant and 
control pub licences on behalf of their 
residents.  

But, for the moment at least, restrictive 
covenants that lead to the closure of long-
established amenities like pubs are per-
fectly legal. Whatever the impact on cus-
tomer choice and local communities. 
*THE BROWN Trout was originally The 
Alma. It was run for many years until 1943 
by Alf Common - famed as the world’s first 
£1,000 footballer when he transferred to 
Middlesbrough from Sunderland in 1905. 
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“A Bastion of Cask Beer for 140 years” 
- Good Beer Guide 2008 

Cameron’s Strongarm,  
John Smiths Cask,  

Four Guest Ales 
Winner: Town Community Pub of the Year 2007 & 2008 

Runner-up: Darlington Town Pub of the Year 2007 & 2008 

Open: Mon - Wed 11.30-3 & 5.30-11; Thu - Sat 11.30- 11; Sun 12-10.30 

1 Archer Street (just off Bondgate), Darlington 
Tel. 01325 463787 

  

THE 

BRITANNIA  
        INN 

 The County 
Bar & Restaurant  

Aycliffe Village    Tel: 01325 312273 

Open Seven Days a Week  

 Food Served: Lunch Mon-Sat 12-2pm;  Every Evening 6pm-9pm 
Sunday Lunch 12 noon - 2.30pm  

Early Bird Menu: 2 Courses £9.95 (Mon-Sun 6-7pm) 
Traditional pub favourites plus a la carte menu available every day  

Sandwiches available at lunchti me 

NEW SUNDAY LUNCH MENU:  
2 COURSES £9.95, 3 COURSES £12.95. SERVED 12 NOON - 2.30PM 

Ring 01325 312273 to make a booking 
Sunday Night Pub Quiz - starts 8.30pm   

3 to 4 Real Ales Served  includes beauties from Wylam, Darwin, Consett,  
York, One Foot in the Yard, Nick Stafford, Jenning’s, Mor dues, and many more 

The County, 13 The Green, Aycliffe Village, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6LX 
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D ARLINGTON COUNCIL is 
calling on the Government to 
b ring in laws to h elp  

‘community’ pubs in the face of the 
twin threats of anti-social restrictive 
covenants and irresponsible under-
pricing. 

It is doing so under the new Sustainable 
Communities Act, which allows commu-
nities to ask the Government to take 
action that they believe would improve 
the social, economic or environmental 
well-being of their areas. 

The ideas came from the Campaign for 
Real Ale and were taken up by Liberal 
Democrat councillors (and CAMRA 
members) Malcolm Dunstone and Fred 
Lawton.  

After public consultation and committee 
scrutiny they won cross-party backing at 
the July meeting of the council. 

They will now be considered, along 
with others from across the country, by 
the Local Government Association in 
their role as ‘selector’. If selected, they 
will be forwarded to the Government who 
would be required under the Act to take 
action. 

If they are not selected they can be put 
forward again in future years. 

The proposals are that Government 
passes laws:  

a) “ to enable community pubs to trade 
on a level playing field by prohibiting 
irresponsible promotion of alcohol as a 
loss-leader”, and,  

b) “ to prohibit restrictive covenants that 
prevent any future use of a property as a 
local service.” 

Local services are defined in the Act as 
including pubs as well as the likes of 
shops, banks, post offices and schools. 

Community Effort 

Councillor Dunstone told the council 
meeting: “The aim of both proposals is to 
protect the diversity of local service 
provision in a community.  

“The practice of supermarkets and large 
pubs offering cheap drink promotions 
and bulk purchase offers is destroying the 
local pub.” 

Richmond Hails 
R ICHMOND’S  relaxed real ale 

festival will take place over the 
middle weekend of October (16th-18th) 
in the unique setting of the town’s multi-
p u r p o s e 
market hall - 
s q u e e z e d 
between the 
c o b b l e d 
market place 
and the formi-
dable castle. 

The opening sessions of the 8th annual 
event will be Friday and Saturday eve-
nings and Sunday afternoon, the latter in 
conjunction with the Richmond Castle 
10k race when drinkers will be rubbing 
shoulders (and draining casks) with 
thirsty club athletes.  

Around 30 beers plus ciders will be 
available and entry is free. Details 
n e a r e r  t h e  t i m e  o n 
www.nwyorkscamra.co.uk, or email 
camra_nwyorks@yahoo.co.uk. 
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Food available: 
Lunch 12-2pm 
Dinner 7- 9pm 

Accommodation  
available from £40 

THE STANWICK INN at Aldbrough St 
John is Darlington CAMRA’s 2009 Pub of 
the Season for North Yorkshire (well, the 
branch’s chunk of it). Licen-
sees Neil and Helen Maddi-
son-Potts have been at the 
pub since last October and 
have steadily increased the 
number of cask brews to 
five. The beers are all ‘loc-
ales’  from North Yorkshire and the North 
East: Jarrow Rivet Catcher, Black Sheep 
Best Bitter, a Daleside beer and two guests. 

 

Open All Day, 
Ev ery Day  

Featured in the Good Beer 
Guide 2009 

T HE QUAKER HOUSE, hidden 
away in Darlington town centre’s 
Mechanics’ Yard, has been voted  

Darlington CAMRA Pub of the Year 
Branch chairman Peter Everett pre-

sented Brian Dourish (left in picture with 
the pub’s resident ghost) and Garry Hew-
itt with their framed award certi ficate in 
front of a packed pub, with many of the 
regulars already sporting celebratory new 
polo shirts.  

Garry thanked everyone who had helped 
him and Brian since they took over the 
lease of the Quaker from long time licen-
see Steve Metcal fe in February. Steve had 
set high standards by winning the award 
with the Quaker no fewer than five times. 

Brian and Gary have continued to make 
available on the bar up to nine handpulled 
beers from across the country, including 
many brewed locally. 

Brian and Garry are currently trying to 
buy the Quaker outright from Scottish & 
Newcastle Pub Enterprise- see page 11. 

Langdon Laps it Up 
THE LANGDON BECK HOTEL at the 
top end of Teesdale - and as far from town 
as you can get and stay within 
the branch area - is Darling-
ton CAMRA’s 2009 Country 
Pub of the Year. 

Owner, landlady, chef and 
lovely lady Sue Matthews 
received her first-time award 
from branch members, who 
cunningly timed their visit to coincide 
with the inn’s beer festival. 

In front of a packed house, she thanked 
all her staff and customers - including the 
many walkers and cyclists who visit the 
remote, beauti ful, North Pennines on a 
regular basis. 

Pubs Win Prizes 
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THE TANNER’S  HALL  
63-64 Skinnergate, DARLINGTON 

Tel. 01325 369939�

  Enjoy the Wetherspoon’s range of excellent value 
meals served throughout the day from 9am to 10pm. 

Special Offer: Choice of 5 main courses at £2.99 
 

Meat Draw Every Tuesday: 
up to £50 of meat to be won, 
all proceeds to CLIC Sargent 

 

Also visit THE WILLIAM STEAD,  
Crown Street - the J D Wetherspoon Lloyd’s No.1 house 

Opening Hours for Both Houses:  
Sun - Thurs 9am to 12 midnight; Fri & Sat 9am to 1a m 

At Least Six Cask Ales Always Available 
Greene King Ruddles Best 99p a pint, Abbot Ale £1.89, 

Marston’s Pedigree £1.69 
All Guest Ales £1.79 

Big Beer Weekends! 
Hambleton Ales 31 July - 3 August 

York Brewery 4 - 6 September 
Osset Brewery 2 - 4 October 

‘Meet the Breweries’ - T.B.A. 


