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It’s Supermarkets v Pubs 
Newsletter of the Darlington Campaign for Real Ale  

T HE CAMPAIGN for Real Ale is 
backing a call from a group of 
influential MPs for a ban on the 

below-cost sale of alcohol in shops.  
A report by the Commons Home Affairs  

Committee says the cheap availability of 
alcohol in the off-trade is fuelling crime 
and disorder and under-age drinking.  

The backbencher MPs are urging the 
Government to “ establish as soon as pos-
sible a legal basis for banning the use of 
loss-leading by supermarkets and setting 
a minimum price for the sale of alcohol”. 

CAMRA’s view is that cut-price super-
market booze is driving people out of 
pubs and into purchasing huge quantities 
of alcohol to drink at home. The pub in-
dustry is in crisis with as many as 36 pubs 
a week closing, largely as a result of su-
permarkets selling alcohol below cost. 

CAMRA’s Jonathan Mail said: “Pubs 
provide a safe and regulated environment  
for people to drink alcohol responsibly 
and Ministers must recognise that well-
run community pubs are part of the solu-
tion to Britain’s binge drinking problems. 

“The gap between on and off-trade has 
widened hugely over the last 20 years as 
supermarkets have increasingly exploited 
alcohol as a loss leader to get people into 
their stores.” 

 “The Government must act now to pre-
vent irresponsible price promotions - pro-
motions which serve to fuel alcohol re-
lated harm and to close well run commu-
nity pubs.” 

FREE 

CAMRA is supporting the pub 
trade in backing a minimum price for al-
cohol to prevent supermarkets selling it at 
a loss. 

 Mr Mail said: “ A proposed minimum 
price of 50p a unit (equivalent to about 
£1.10 for an average-strength pint) would 
have no impact on the price of beer sold 
in well run pubs but would protect them 
from unfai r competition from supermar-
kets who are willing to fund losses on al-
cohol promotions by hiking prices on 
other products”. 
* CAMRA is also calling on Chancellor 
Alastair Darling to scrap his ill-advised beer 
duty escalator which has had no effect on su-
permarket prices but will pile misery on pubs 
and pub-goers for four years. 
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Bar snacks or full restaurant menu 
Sunday roasts are back on the menu 

Vegetarian menu is available 

Book early for New Year’s Eve dinner. Group Book-
ings Welcome 

Pub Hours: Mon-Thur 7-11pm, Fri 6-11pm, Sat 3-11pm, Sun 12-10.30pm 
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Bitter Over Tetley 

C AMRA has joined Yorkshire 
drinkers in attacking the Carls-
berg’s decision to close the larg-

est real ale brewery in the world. 
The Danish conglomerate has said its 

Tetley brewery in Leeds - which it acquired 
in 1992 - will close by 2011. 

Production of the iconic ‘huntsman’ bitter 
and mild may be shifted to Carlsberg’s lager 
brewery in Northampton, although “other 
possibilities” in Yorkshire or the north are 
also to be investigated. This would probably 
mean ‘Tetleys’ being contract-brewed by 
other another brewer. 

Carlsberg UK’s marketing director, Dar-
ran Britton said the economic downturn was 
piling “unprecedented pressure” on the 
company, at a time of strong competition, 
higher duties and increasing regulatory 
costs. “It is a reality of the market - people 
are drinking less beer.”  

But CAMRA criticised Carlsberg for fail-
ing to promote Tetley beers at a time when 
consumer interest in real ales is growing. 

Vice chairman Bob Stukins said, “Brewed 
outside their Leeds heartland the beers 
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would lack the provenance which today’s 
discerning consumers expect. 

“While we recognise the enormous chal-
lenges facing the brewing industry, this is a 
short-sighted decision. Recent statistics* 
clearly show that real ale is performing bet-
ter than other beer styles in a declining mar-
ket. There is an opportunity to respond to 
this, invest in the Tetley brands and bring 
them back to glory.” 

CAMRA is seeking a meeting with Carls-
berg. The Tetley brewery still has its unique 
open square fermenters. 

Bob Stukins added: “We have a two year 
window of opportunity before the brewery 
gates are set to close. We will support any-
one who has a plan to keep the mash tuns 
running in this historic brewery”. 
*The Intelligent Choice Report, published 
September by CAMRA, Cask Marque, SIBA, 
the IFBB and Why Handpull shows that real 
ale sales are moving towards growth while the 
overall beer market has declined by 8%  in the 
year to May 2008: www.caskalereport.com. 

Darlington 
Drinker 

.…Twenty-Five Years Ago 
“LAST month we said the takeover of 
Theakstons by Matthew Brown could be a 
tragedy. Chairman Paul Theakston now 
writes: ‘When I first approached Browns I 
was well aware of the possible dangers, but I 
am perfectly satisfied in my own mind that 
you will for a very long time indeed continue 
to have Theakston beers available. Brewery 
closures are not envisaged at either Masham 
or Carlisle, in the short or medium term. One 
of the strengths of the company is its ability 
to produce individual beers at its two brewer-
ies and Browns fully recognise this.’”  
Darlington Drinker 19, November 1983 �

 

The Hole in 
the Wall 
Horsemarket 
Darlington 

Tel. 01325 466720 
 

An ancient Hostelry in the old Market Square  
 

 Now serving Real Ales 
John Smith’s Handpulled Magnet ; 

Greene King Abbot 
 

Thai Food is a speciality of 
the House 

Food served: Mon-Sat 12-2pm; 
Fri & Sat upstairs 6.30-9pm 
Good quality and excellent value 

Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 11-11.30;  
Fri + Sat 11-midnight; Sun 12-11 
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Closed: Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year’s Day 

Ten Real Ales always on tap.    Open all day every day. 

LIVE ROCK MUSIC EVERY WEDNESDAY 
Some of the North’s biggest Rock Bands. Live at the Quaker 

Wed. 26th November                                F .M. 
Wed. 3rd December          Steve Gilroy Band 
Wed. 17th December                  Border Land 

SURTEES ARMS 
& YARD OF ALE BREWERY 

Chilton Lane, Ferryhill    01740 655724 
 

Up to 5 Cask Ales available 
Dining Room & Beer Garden 
Bar, lounge + free function room 

Homemade Sun. lunch from £4.25 
Live Big Screen Sports 

Try the Ales from our  
Own Micro-brewery 

First Yard 3.8% 
One Foot in the Yard 4.5% 

(D’ton CAMRA Festival Best Beer) 
Black as ’Owt Stout 4.2% 
Or ask your local pub to  
order a barrel from us! 

Open: Mon-Fri 4-11, Sat 12-12 
Sunday 12-11 

www.thesurteesarms.co.uk 

The  
Beaconsfield 

Hotel 
Barnard Castle 

01833 637194  
 

105 Galg ate, B arnard Castle 
Kath Quinn welcomes you to this  

Lively Community Pub 
 

Always 2 Real Ales on tap: 
Adnams Bitter + either Black 
Sheep Bitter  or Adnams Broadside  

 

In all the games leagues: darts, 
dominoes, pool. Well supported by 

the local football teams. 
Quiz night alternate Wednesdays 

 
Open: 

12-11pm Mon-Wed, 12-12 Thur-Sat, 
12-10.30pm Sunday  

Food Served: 12-2 Tuesday-Sunday 

Mechanics’ Yard, Darlington 
Tel: 07845 666643 

www.quakerhouse.net 
Abbot Ale: Best Host Pub of the Year 2007 
CAMRA Pub of the Year 2000/01/03/04/06  
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I T TOOK some time and the small 
matter of £300,000 but the idylli-
cally-located Bay Horse at Hur-

worth reopened in October - and how 
different it is. 

The external appearance and room lay-
out of the old listed building - it dates 
from the 1700s - remain much the same. 
But the once slightly-battered boozer has 
been taken decidedly upmarket, and made 
more foody, by its new owners, the res-
taurateurs Marcus Bennett and Jonathan 
Hall. 

They describe it today as a ‘dining pub 
and restaurant’ but emphasise that it does 
very much remain a pub. Indeed, “ a real 
old English pub with dimpled pint 
glasses, open fire in the main bar and 
hand-pulled local ales”.  

The bar area, clustered around aforesaid 
fire, is the first part of the pub a customer 
sees on entering, at the left hand end o f 
the building. A fine new counter, offering 
Black Sheep and Hambleton bitters at  
£2.90 a pint, surveys the linked dining-

oriented lounge. The 
restaurant is off to the 
right, where previously 
the public bar was. 
Upstairs a private dining 
room is available for 
hire. Marcus and Jona-
than plan to open a 
small shop in the Spring 
in the one-time cottage 

on the far side of the carriage-arch for the 
sale of their own-made bread and take-
away dishes. 

The new opening hours are 11-11 Mon-
S at  and 12-10. 30 S un. S ee 
www.thebayhorsehurworth.com for a 
remarkably comprehensive view of the 
new Bay Horse. 

ALL MEMBERS  of Darlington 
CAMRA are invited to the branch Christ-

mas social that will be taking place 
again this year at Darlington Snooker 

Club, on the corner of Corporation Road 
and Northgate. Free pint and nibbles! 

Guests are very welcome - but not quite 
so welcome as to be given a free pint… 
Saturday 27 December, from 7.30pm. 

New Look for the Old Bay 

Holwick, Middleton in Teesdale 
Tel. 01833 640362 

Angela + Dave Nixon welcome you to  
this ancient country inn 

3 Real Ales regularly available 
Charles Wells Bombardier 

plus 2 Guest Ales 
Open:  

Wed-Fri 12-3pm and 6pm ‘til late 
Sat & Sun open all day 

Meals 6-9 Wed-Fri; Sat 12-2.30 
& 6-9pm. Sun lunch 12-3pm 

 
 Live Music Every Friday  

from 8.30pm onw ards 

The  

Strathmore  
Arms 
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“A bastion of cask beer for 140 years”...Good Beer Guide 2008 
Runner-up: Darlington Town Pub of the Year 2007 & 2008 

Winner: Town Community Pub of the Year 2007 & 2008 
A Great Town Centre Pub, just off the ‘circuit” 

Sue & Terry wish all their customers a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year 

Cameron’s Strongarm plus John Smiths Cask  
+ 4 Quality Guest Real Ales 

Open: Mon-Wed 11.30-3, 5.30-11; Thurs - Sat 11.30-1 1; Sun 12-10.30 
Xmas & New Year Times: Dec 24th 11.30-11.30; Xmas Day 25th 12-2pm;  

26th 11.30-11; 27th 11.30-11; 28th 12-10.30; 29th 11.30-3, 5.30-11; 
30th 11.30-3, 5.30-11; N Y Eve 31st 11.30-12.30am; 1st Jan 2009 11.30-11 

1 Archer Street (just off Bondgate), Darlington. Te l. 01325 463787 

   

THE 

BRITANNIA  
           INN 
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T HE 2008 RHYTHM ‘n’ Brews 
festival was a “great success”, 
reports organiser Ian Jackson  

of Darlington CAMRA. 
It saw the first sell-out of draught beer 

and cider for four years, at around 
10.10pm. But, Ian says, “ customers still 
had a range of bottled beer available until 
the scheduled closing time!” 

Just over 3,500 pints of ale were con-
sumed between Thursday and Saturday: 
50 draught beers from 45 brewers - 19 of 
the breweries having only started in 2008. 
Ten of the brews were festival specials. 

The first beer to sell out on the Friday 
night was a special, Stephenson’s Rocket 
(4.6% abv) from Wensleydale brewery. 

Yard of Ale brewery’s Foot in the Yard 
(4.5%) was voted beer of the 
festival. Brewer Alan Hogg of 
the Surtees Arms in Ferryhill 
Station was thrilled to have won 

the award just three months after 
starting his micro-brewery. 

“There were some very good comments 
made about the festival”, Ian reports. 
They included friendly staff, beer range, 
the new, layout of the bars, the relaxed 
environment, fantastic choice and even 
‘the receptionist with the nice cleavage’... 

The few negative comments included 
having to pay to see bands when only 
coming for the beer and not enough 
choice of food. “ Neither are in our 
hands”, says Ian. Insufficient seating in 
the beer hall and the beer card system 
(instead of cash over the bar) were others. 

A big spin-off benefit of the beer cards - 
introduced at the festival a couple of years  
ago to reduce the number of volunteers  
having to handle cash - is that unused 
amounts can be donated at drinkers’ 
discretion to charity . Ian revealed that the 

All Beered Out 

 THE BLACK HORSE  

Ingleton 
Nr. Darlington 

Tel. 01325 730374 
Free House + Diner 

Peter & Barbara Dodd welcome you  
to their community pub 

for: Jennings Cocker Hoop 
Plus 2 Guest Real Ales 

Bar: Mon-Tue 7-11pm; Wed-Sat 5.30-11 
Sunday 12-3pm + 8-11pm 

Food Served: Tuesday special meals  
Fri & Sat 6-9pm; Sun Lunch 12-2pm 

Free QUIZ every Sunday 9.30pm 
Just awarded: 

Come along and help us celebrate! 

Darlington CAMRA 

Pub of the Season (Teesdale)  
Autumn 2008 

nominated charity for this festival, the 
Great North Air Ambulance, benefited by 
£161. That takes the total raised for 
charities since the system started to £970. 
Thanks one and all! 
*CAMRA will again be running a beer 
festival at the Darlington Spring Thing 
folk festival at the Arts Centre, Vane 
Terrace. Make a date: 12-14 March 
2009. No admission charges. 
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New Licensee, Kate Umpleby welcomes you 
to the newly refurbished 

Foresters Arms 
Coatham Mundeville, Darlington 

 Tel. 01325 320565 
Enjoy live music every other Sunday in an 

atmospheric, traditional country pub  
 

Serving John Smith’s Handpulled Magnet 
and Timothy Taylor Landlord  

FOOD NOW AVAILABLE 
Thurs+Fri 5-9pm; Saturday 12 noon-9. Sunday 12 noon -5. 

Book your Christmas Party Now! 
New Year’s Eve Tickets available now! 

Christmas Market Sat. 13th December 12-4pm 
See SANTA in his Grotto; in AID of St Teresa’s hospice 

QUIZ NIGHT EVERY THURSDAY from 8.45pm 
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Thanks Glen 

M EMBERS OF Darlington 
CAMRA were greatly sad-
dened to hear of the death, 

due to cancer at just 51, of Glen Mat-
thews, landlord of the 
Langdon Beck Hotel. 

An hugely affable East 
Ender Glen, moved with 
his wife Sue 250 miles to 
the North Pennines inn in 
2004 when they heard 
new licensees were being 
sought. 

They knew the Teesdale area well from 
holidays in the past, when Glen indulged 
in his life-long passion of geology. 

They immediately set about reviving the 
lovely old place, not least by installing 
real ale. A place in the national Good 
Beer Guide soon followed.  

Glen dived enthusiastically into organis-
ing an annual beer festival - probably one 
of the remotest in England - and was dis-

appointed to 
have to cancel  
this year’s fourth 
edition because 
of ill health.  
Happily, Sue in-
tends to carry on 
at the Beck “ to 
continue with the 
task we set our-

selves, as there are still things we had 
planned but not finished”. 

And as a tribute to Glen she has com-
mitted already to running a beer festival 
next year, over the usual Spring bank 
holiday weekend, May 23rd-25th. Be sure 
there will be a lot of beery toasts drunk to 
Glen both then and now. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Food available: 
Lunch 12-2pm 

Dinner 7- 8.30pm 

Accommodation  
available from £37.50 

Join CAMRA and get £20 
worth of real ale vouchers 
JD WETHERSPOON is to supply all 
CAMRA members - new and old - with 

£20 worth of real ale vouchers as part of 
their membership package. 

This benefit will only run for one year 
and, Wetherspoon’s say, is a ‘thank you’ 
to members and prospective members for 

their support.  
Only one voucher can be used per visit. 
In fact, the vouchers are being split into 
four sheets of ‘50p off a pint units’ which 

can only be used at seasonal intervals 
over the year. 

For more information on all of CAMRA’s 
membership benefits visit 
www.camra.org.uk/joinus.  

For full terms and conditions of the JD 
Wetherspoon vouchers see 

www.camra.org.uk/jdwvouchers. 

Open All Day 
Tues to Sun 

(closed winter Mons)  
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Darlington CAMRA  Pub of the Year 2008 
Campaigning on behalf of lovers of real ale 

The County 
Bar & Restaurant 

Aycliffe Village 
Tel: 01325 312273 

Now Open Seven Days a Week (Closed Sunday Evening) 
Under New Ownership since Jan 08 

          Food Served:  
Lunch 12 noon - 2pm      Evenings 6pm - 9pm 

Sunday Lunch 12 noon - 2.30pm  
Tradit ional Pub favorites plus A La Carte Menu Available Every Day  

Sandwiches available at lunchtime 
Christmas Bookings Now Being  Taken!!!!  

3 to 4 Real Ales Served  
includes beauties from Wylam, Darwin, Consett, York , One Foot in the 

Yard, Nick Stafford, Jenning’s, Mordues, and many m ore... 

The County, 13 The Green, Aycliffe Village, Newton Aycliffe DL5 6LX 

Season’s Greetings to all Real Ale fans 


