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N ICK TODD has leased out the 
Stanwick Inn at Aldbrough St 
John to husband and wife team 

Neil and Helen Maddison Potts.  
Neil has been the renowned chef at the 

Shoulder of Mutton, Middleton Tyas for 
the past 20 years but the couple have de-
cided to make a go of it on their own.  

They plan a welcoming atmosphere at 
the Stanwick, providing a good balance of 
exceptional food and local real ales. 

Helen will be 
‘front of house’ 

while Neil 
works the 

kitchen. They 
say the bar “ will 
be left for drink-
ers” rather than 

becoming a din-
ing area.  

The pair aim to 
revive ‘the good 

old country 
pub’, making the 

Stanwick the 
hub of the com-
munity, support-

ing pub teams 
(darts, quoits, 

doms, quiz, etc) 
and promoting 
charity nights 

and theme nights. 
As for real ale, between two and four 

beers will be available and Neil and 
Helen want the regulars to chose some o f 
the guest beers to stock. ‘Come out of the 
cold to open fires’ is their message. 

Opening times are ‘traditional’ pub 
hours: 12-3pm and 5.30-11pm (6.30-11 
Sat, 6.30-10.30 Sun). Food every session. 

Change at the Inn 

Ancient Unicorn 
Bowes 
01833 628321 

Real Ales, Good Food and 
Accommodation 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Food served daily 12-2pm 
and 6-9pm.  

Families, walkers, cyclists: 
all welcome! 

Real Fire during Winter 

Stockton Beer Festival 
26th, 27th & 28th February 2009 

Daytime festiv al 11am - 5.30pm 
Entry 80p (free to card-carrying CAMRA members) 

Ev ening festival 6.30pm - 11pm 
Beer festiv al only entry, £4 (£3 Saturday) 

Beer festiv al plus music, £10 

This year’s Ale and Arty CAMRA Beer Festival is 
a special year indeed, as we celebrate half a 

decade of fine ales and entertai nment  

For full informa tion contact ARC Box Office 
01642 525199 

www.arconli ne.co.uk  
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1, STRAIT LANE 
HURWORTH 

DARLINGTON 
DL2 2AH 

All menus at www.otterandfish.co.uk  

Tel. 01325 720019 

Two Real Ales available: Black Sheep Bitter + Guest Ale 
Plus a full range of Fine Wines and Spirits 

Meals Served 7 days a week 
Monday-Saturday 12-2pm and 6-9.30pm, Sunday 12-6pm 

Christmas Fayre Menu. Bookings now being taken 

Gift Vouchers available £15 & £25. Ideal Christmas Gift 
We are proud to have been awarded a maximum 5 star award for our Kitchen 

Cleanliness & Hygiene Standards 

WINNER- ‘Best Customer Experience’ & Ov erall Champi on 
In Northern Punch Tav ern Shine Awards 

Beer hunter ADRIAN BELL 
continues his mission to show 
Darlington drinkers that good 
beer can be enjoyed overseas, 
in his series on short-break 
destinations.  

W HY NOT visit Brussels as 
you can now travel by train 
from Darlington to Brussels 

Gare du Midi with only one change? 
Just cross the road from Kings Cross to 
St Pancras in London. 

Hundreds of different beers are brewed 
in Belgium and most cafes stock at least 
hal f a dozen, although many some stock a 
lot more. A 25 or 33cl beer will cost 
around 3 to 3.50 euros and the majority 
are around 6-11% vol. 

Directly off the north-east corner of the 
Grand Place is the brewpub Les Bras-

seurs (www.lesbrasseurs.eu). They brew 
four beers: blond, amber, triple and dark. 
The amber is rather good, if pricey at 
3.90 euros. 

Just a bit further out to the north-east of 
the Grand Place are A la  
M o r t  S u b i t e  
(www. alamortsubite.com), 
with its grand old interior, 
and the quirky Estaminet 

It’s a Beer World: Brussels  
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Toone (www.toone.be) which doubles as 
a puppet theatre.  

Of course there is the famous Delirium 
Café (www.deliriumcafe.be) which boasts 
over 2,000 beers, but it is a bit character-
less and full of tourists and students. 

North-west of the Grand Place are three 
bars down alleyways. La Bécasse serves, 

unusually, Timmerman’s  
draught faro (sweetened 
gueuze) in a stone jug. L'I-
maige De Nostre Dame, a 
locals’ bar with seven 
draught and 14 bottled beers.  
And Au Bon Vieux Temps 
with eight draught and 24 

bottled beers and stained glass widow 
lifted from an old cathedral.  

Also in this area is Le Cirio with its 
magnifi cent ‘fin de siècle’ interior and 
reasonably priced food. 

To the south-west, opposite the Man-
nekin Pis statue, is 
the Poechenellek-
elder. The walls and 
ceiling are covered 
with strange man-
nekins and other 
ephemera. It has a 
beer list of 150, con-
taining rare gems, 
and knowledgeable 
staff. 
Just a bit further out 
from this are two 

good bars - La Fleur en Papier Doree, an 
old authentic cafe, and Porte Noir, a cel-
lar bar which can get full in the evenings. 

A must-visit destination for lovers of 
authentic beer is the Cantillon brewery 
(www.cantillon.be) near Midi station: a 
tour and two small samples costs 5 euro. 
They make authentic gueuze which does-
n’t compare with the sweetened stuff 
served in La Bécasse; try it! 

DETAILS, DETAILS 
Food… For a great but 
inexpensive dining ex-

p e r i e n c e  t r y  R e s t o b i e r e s 
(www.restobieres.be). Alain Fayt serves 
Bruxellois fayre and matching the food 
with unusual beers; reservations recom-
mended - it’s small and opening times are 
limited. Of course i f you are in a hurry 
there are always the ubiquitous frites with 
(too much) mayonnaise. 
Sights… Grand Place, Mannekin Pis, At-
omium (www.atomium.be), Autoworld 
(www.autoworld.be), Royal Museum of 
the Armed Forces & Military History 
(www.klm-mra.be). The official sites 
www. brussels internat ional. be and 
www.visitbelgium.com have lots of infor-
mation. 
Travel… From Darlington with Eurostar 
(www.eurostar.com) from £81 return, or 
fl i ghts  from Ne wc ast le wi th 
www.brusselsairlines.com from £120. 
Accommodation… La Grande Cloche 
(www.hotelgrandecloche.com) is directly 
between Gare du Midi and the Grand 
Place, 90 euros for a twin room. Other op-
tions can be found on www.booking.com. 
Guide… Good Beer Guide Belgium, Tim 
Webb, CAMRA, £12.99. 
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Peter Everett & team wish all customers a Merry Xmas  
and a Happy New Year 

Open all holiday except New Year’s Day 
Tel/Fax 01325 241388  

For the best value game of snooker in Darlington  
Open 7 days a week 11am - midnight Sunday to Thursday 

11am ’til LATE Friday & Saturday  
10 FULL-SIZE TABLES 

 

CAMRA North East Club of the Year 2004-2008 
IN CAMRA GOOD BEER GUIDE 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008,2009 

FIRST Snooker Club to get CAMRA club of the year 
FIRST Snooker Club to get in CAMRA Good Beer Guide 
FIRST Snooker Club to have its own major Beer Festival 

Now FOUR Quality Cask Ales 
There’s always something to suit your  taste 

Comfortable TV Lounge. 
Buffets can be supplied to fit every budget. Parties catered for. 

Junior Classes Sunday 9-11am 
School Groups welcomed. Professional Coach available. 

CAMRA members free entry  on production of card 
A Club for members and Invited Guests only.  Membership Fee £8.00 per year 
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D ARLINGTON CAMRA branch 
members over the last few 
months have been busy survey-

ing pubs in the picturesque Teesdale 
area. The reason? To award our Pub of 
the Season for Teesdale. 

There are many outlets within this area 
eligible for the award and our choice as 
overall winner was the Black Horse at 
Ingleton. A presentation was made by the 
branch’s pubs officer Pete Fenwick to 
landlord Peter Dodd (left in picture) on 
Thursday 6th November.  

The Black Horse usually has three real 
ales on offer, with Jennings Cocker Hoop 
being a regular along with two guests, 
which on our visit were Wychwood Hob-
goblin and Black Sheep Ale. 

This is our first award of its kind. The 
next pub of the season voting, by the end 
of December, will be for a Co. Durham 
pub outside Darlington. Then we’ll be out 
and about in the North Yorks part of the 
branch in the first months of 2009. IJ/PF 

Winter Brewser 

B RITAIN’S ANNUAL  festival of 
winter ales is once again being 
held in the North, early in the 

New Year. 
New Century Hall in Manchester will be 

bursting between 21st-24th January with 
beer-lovers downing more than 200 winter 
warmers and other real ales, foreign beers 
and traditional ciders and perries. 

Organiser Graham Donning says “ Given 
the success of last year’s festival and the 
amount of beer consumed, we have in-
creased the beer order to ensure we 
quench visitors’ thirst. Well we certainly 
hope to!” 

The event will be entirely staffed by 
CAMRA volunteers, without whom, Gra-

ham stresses, there would be no beer fes-
tival. Thursday afternoon will see the an-
nouncement of the Champion Winter 
Beer of Britain, judged by an expert 
panel in a blind-tasting. 
*National Winter Ales Festival 2009, W ed 
21-Sat 24 January, New Century Hall, Corpo-
ration St, Manchester M60 4ES (5 mins from 
Victoria station). Entertainment/events, food, 
T-shirts, tombola. Families welcome Satur-
day. Open 4-10.30pm W ed/Thu, noon-
10.30pm Fri/Sat; £3 entry all sessions except 
Wed (£2) & Fri night (£5 from 5pm); £1 off 
for CAMRA members. Tickets on the door. 
Info: www.alefestival.org.uk, (01727) 867201. 

 

The Old Yard 
98 BONDGATE DARLINGTON 

www.tapasbar.co.uk 
01325 467385 

WINTER WARMERS! 
from 

ADNAMS  
to 

WICKWAR 
Merrily served with  

tapas at the bar 
¡Felices Pascuas! (Happy Christmas) 

from all the staff 

Seasonal Success 
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Make a Pint a Pint! 

C AMRA HAS visited 10 Downing 
Street to hand in a 23,000 name 
petition calling for an end to 

short beer measures in pubs and other 
licensed premises.  

CAMRA launched the full pint petition 
in response to research showing that: 
- one in four pints are short measure by 
over 5% ; 
- short beer measures cost consumers a 
staggering £481 million a year. 

During the 1997 General Election the 
current Government promised that if 
elected they would “guarantee drinkers a 
full pint”. Eleven years on pub-goers are 
waiting for the promise to be ful filled. In 
that time consumers have been short 
changed to the tune of over £5 billion. 

Speaking at the petition handover, 
CAMRA Chief Executive Mike Benner  

Darlington Drinker 172                                                                 www.darlocamra.org.uk ����

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE TANNER’S  HALL  

DARLINGTON 
63-64 Skinnergate, Tel. 01325 369939�

OUR REGULAR REAL ALES: 

Greene King IPA 3.6%, Marston’s Pedigree 4.5% 
Greene King Abbot Ale 5.0%, Plus at least 3 Guest Ales 
GK IPA £1.59, Pedigree £1.69. All other Real Ales £1.89 pe r pint.  

Tuesdays: Grill Club 3-10pm Grill and a drink £5.59   
Thursdays: Curry Club 3-10pm Curry and a drink £5.10 

Sundays: 12 noon-9pm Roast and a drink £5.59  

also visit THE WILLIAM STEAD Crown Street 
the J D Wetherspoon Lloyd’s No.1 house. All offers and prices the same as Tanner’s. 
Opening Hours: Sun–Thurs 9am to 12 midnight; Fri & Sat 9am–1am 

said: “It is unlawful for consumers to be 
short measured when buying petrol and it 
should be unlawful for consumers to be 
short measured when buying a pint of beer.  

“The Prime Minister has a responsibility 
to stick to his party’s promise that under 
Labour, drinkers will get what they pay 
for. 

“The Government takes over 80 pence in 
tax for every pint sold in a pub. It is time 
that instead of simply taking money from 
the pockets of the pub-going public it 
gives something back by ensuring that 
consumers are served with a full pint and 
not 90% or 95% of a pint.” 

Thursday 11th December to Sunday 14th December 
Xmas Beer Festival.  Featuring Xmas Ales from all local Breweries. 

Mike Benner, left, and 
CAMRA National  
Executive member 
Julian Hough with the 
petition at No.10  
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Middleton Tyas 
01325 377455 

Two Cask Ales on tap: 
Caledonian Deuchars +  a  

Guest Ale chosen by the customers  

Rooms available for functions & p arties 

B ELOW ARE the latest updates 
and corrections to the 2008 edi-
tion of Darlington CAMRA’S 

local beer guide: Real Ale in and 
around Darlington & Teesdale. 

Do tell us if you hear of any other 
changes in the availability of cask beer in 
the area covered by the guide: contact de-
tails are as for DD editor on back page. 

The guide was published with DD170 in 
June: thirty-two pages detailing 120 pubs, 
clubs, hotels, restaurants and off-licences 
that sell traditional British beer. Copies 
still available - contact us as above. 
Additional Real Ale Outlets: 
(Sheer editorial incompetence - that’s me, 
folks - caused the omission of The Comet from 
the guide. Our apologies to all concerned. 
Here’s the entry as it was meant to appear.) 
County Durham: Hurworth P lace 
COMET , 16 Tees View DL2 2DH 
Tel. (01325) 722228.  
Open 11.30-3 & 5-11 M-F; all day Sat & Sun.  
Black Sheep Best Bitter; John Smith's Magnet. 
Next to the ancient bridge over the Tees. Re-
opened 2007 after refurbishment as a bar 
lounge and restaurant; has a modern light and 
airy feel. Patio seating area at rear and road-
side seating at front. B&B. 

Updates: 
County Durham: Creebeck (p11) 
TAWNY OWL : postcode is now DL2 1QE 
County Durham: Hurworth (p13) 
BAY HORSE: See article on p5. The conser-
vatory is no more! Open 11-11 Mon-Sat, 12-
10.30 Sun. www.thebayhorsehurworth.com 
County Durham: Piercebridge (p14) 
CARLBURY ARMS : reopened 12 Novem-
ber; the new landlord is Alan Park. 
North Yorkshire: Aldbrough St John (p17) 
STANWICK INN : opening times are now 12-
3 & 5.30-11pm (6.30-11 Sat, -10.30 Sun). 
Teesdale: Mickleton (p27) 
ROSE & CROWN: has reopened. 

Ale Guide Updates 

Open: 6-12 Mon-Fri; 12-12 Sat & Sun 
Meals: 6-9 Mon-Fri;12-3 & 5.30-9 Sat 
12-3pm Sun. Sunday Lunch £4.95 

Jan 2009: Buy one meal, get one free,  
Mondays-Fridays 6-9pm 

Special Offer Dec & Jan 2009  
6-8pm 7 days a week 
Cask Ales £1.80/pint 
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Bondgate, Darlington 
Ronnie & Barbara welcome you to this 

lively town centre pub 

4 Real Ales always on tap 
Graham Russell on Guitar  

Sat 20th Dec. 8-11pm  
D.J. SOUNDS on Friday nights 

Open Mic on Sunday nights 
Open ’Til Late Every Weekend 

Free of Charge Function Room for  
all your festive parties 

Open New Year’s Day 12-12  
Closed Xmas Day 

Tel. 01325 381679 

Black Sheep Quiz 

B E LO W  A RE  t hi s 
month’s Black Sheep 
Quiz questions. The 

sender of the first correct answer 
drawn out of the hat on 12th 
January will win our latest qual-
ity Black Sheep T-shirt, courtesy of the 
Masham brewery.  

Send your entry to DD Black Sheep Quiz, 6 
Clareville Road, Darlington DL3 8NG or dd 
@idnet.com. Include your name, address and 
shirt size: sorry, no size, no prize. 
1, What report in September said that real 
ale sales are ‘moving towards growth’?  
2, By how much did it say the beer market 
as a whole declined to May 2008? 
3, What does SIBA stand for?  

Stuart Trout of Savile Park, Halifax won the 
DD171 quiz: just published at the time was the 
Good Beer Guide 2009; it features 4,500 pubs; 
and it’s published by CAMRA, the Campaign 
for Real Ale.  
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 Northern Rock; Lehman Bros.; HBOS; Royal Bank of Scotland; value of  
the pound; Gordon Brown and Alistair Darling; The weather; dark  
nights; the state of the garden…………… 

Don’t Do Depression………Do Dinner! 
And look at these great deals! 

Some great local food, freshly cooked for you 
Thurs 5.30-9pm:     Two English 10oz RIBEYE STEAKS,  

our own CHUNKY CHIPS and SALAD  
plus a bottle of HOUSE WINE…… £20.00 

and if you think this is fishy, try: 
Friday Fish Night:    Starter and Main Course 

from the Fish Menu…. £9.95 

3 Real Ales Always Available 
Banks Bitter £2.00 a pint throughout December 

The Chequers Inn 
Country pub, Restaurant & Rooms. Dalton on Tees 

Telephone 01325 721213 
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Fri 5 Dec - Rural coach crawl (Coatham Mundeville/Heighington area). Dep 
Feethams 7pm, bookings: Pete Fenwick (01325) 374817; (07792) 093245. 

Tue 9 Dec  - Quaker House, Mechanics’ Yard, off High Row. Darlington CAMRA 
branch meeting, 8pm. All welcome. 

Sat 27 Dec - Darlington CAMRA Christmas Social, from 7.30pm, D’ton Snooker 
Club, Corporation Rd (ring bell). All members and guests welcome. 

Tue 6 Jan  - Mowden Park Rugby Club, Yiewsley Drive. Darlington CAMRA branch 
meeting, 8pm. All welcome. 

Fri 9 Jan - Rural coach crawl (Caldwell/Aldbrough St John area). Dep Feethams 
7pm, bookings: Pete as above. 

Tue 3 Feb - North East CAMRA regional meeting, Darlington Cricket Club, 
Feethams ground , 8pm. All local members welcome.  

Fri 6 Feb - Rural coach crawl (A66 west area). Dep Feethams 7pm, Pete as above. 

THE ANGEL at Gilling West welcomed 
new licensees at the end of October, Mi-
chelle Patterson and her aunt Maureen 
Roper taking over after a brief closure. Mi-
chelle was already very familiar with the 
pub as she worked behind the bar for the 
previous tenants. The pair are retaining the 
line-up of Black Sheep Bitter with two ro-
tating guest ales. Opening hours too remain 
the same: 12 (4 Mon & Tues)-11pm week-
days and 12-10.30pm Sun.  
THE TANNERS HALL in Darlington’s 
Skinnergate has also had a managerial 
change, so welcome Rob Watson. He’s or-
ganising a festival of Christmas ales from 
local breweries between 11-14 December. 
THE RABY HUNT INN  at Summerhouse 
(see DD171) is being marketed through the 
Darlington office of agents Smiths Gore 
with a guide price of £200,000. A superb 
old pub: go for it! 

Darlington Drinker is published every two or three months by the Darlington branch of CAMRA, the Campaign for Real 
Ale. Circulation 3,500. News, articles and letters welcome. All items © Darlington CAMRA but may be reproduced if source 
acknowledged. Editor: Brendan Boyle, 6 Clareville Road, Darlington DL3 8NG; (01325) 362092; email dd@idnet.com. 
Additional contributors this issue: Adrian Bell, Pete Fenwick, Ian Jackson, David Hill, Fred Lawton. To advertise, contact 
Fred Lawton: email Lawtonfred@aol.com; (07710) 493514. Rates a snip at quarter-page £30, half page £50, full page £80; 
sixth consecutive insertion free. Branch website: www.darlocamra.org.uk . CAMRA HQ is at 230 Hatfield Road, St 
Albans, Herts AL1 4LW; (01727) 867201; see www.camra.org.uk for all other real ale information. 

Printed by Marford L ithogr aphic, Darlington (01325) 358456 
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The Buck Inn 
Thornton Watlass, Bedale 
 
 

 
 
 
 

DIA RY DAT ES -  DA RLI NGT ON CAM RA  -  DI A RY DAT ES 

COUNTRY INN OVERLOOKING  
THE VILLAGE GREEN 

Five real ales always on pump, including 
local independents  

Qualit y home-cooked  meals,  lunch and 
evening 7 days a week. Bar open all d ay 

BEER GARDEN - CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA - 
EN-SUITE ACCOMMODATION - FUNCTION ROOM 

Sunday lun chtime jazz:  
Nov 23 Happy Chappi es, Dec  14 T yne Valley 
Stompers, Dec 21 New Orleans  Heat, Jan 4 
La Harpe Street Jazzband, Jan 18 Tees  Val-
ley Jazzmen, Feb 1 - band to be confir med 

  Tel. Bedale 01677 422461 
www.thebuckinn.net 

 


