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FOREWORD FROM THE ARTIST DIRECTOR

Well another year has gone by, and I thought that we would have troubling topping what we 2006-2007 season, but once again the bar has been raised and standards set higher and higher. 

Progress Cymru has now been running for 2 years, in that time we have gone from strength to strength with membership growing and productions increasing. We have secured funding  thanks to another Awards for all Grant and the Cardiff and the Vale Mental Health Development project. .

With the help of the grants we will ran "The Big Baloon" project where we hoped to take progress Cymru 'to infinity and beyond'' To move into new areas of performance. 

It seems that in 2008 the sky's the limit – with some very exciting projects in the offing !

Here's to a another great year !

I have split this report in 2 parts Headlines which give a brief overview of the highlights of the year, then an In Detail section giving a  month by month run down.

HEADLINES

· Frank Goldberg completed and performed in Cardiff and the Vale, Newport and Bristol.

· Performance in Meduim Secure Unit.

· Members  involved in a new professional film "Lumps" 

· A new sketch show developed and performed for World Mental Health Day 

· Worked with local charities to provide entertainment for World Mental Health Day 

· Worked with Stepping Out Theatre Company – provided entertainment for AGM 

· Written a radio play - "It Could Happen to you" 

· Produced 2 members poetry CD's.

· Performed at the Stepping Out Theatre AGM.

· Employed 2 new workers to direct and facilitate plays/workshops. 

· Meetings every week throughout the year.

· 10 Theatre trips.

· Membership continued to increase.

· Provided free entertainment night at Cardiff University to celebrate Health Mont.

IN DETAIL

January 2007

Rehearsals for Frank Goldberg show in the final stages.

We had  a theatre trip to see a double bill of "The Witching Hour and Strawberry Time" by Boil and Bubble Theatre Co at the Alma in Bristol. 

February 2007

Rehearsals continued for Frank Goldberg.

March Theatre Trip

In March we had a  theatre Trip was to London to see “50 Feet and Falling”.

May  2007 – The Rise and Fall of Frankie Goldberg 

Frank Goldberg Progress Cymru's second production in Cardiff, and the Vale was a huge success. Demand well outstretched the seating in the dance studio at the Gate (40 seats) and a week before the show we had already got over 60 requests to see the production. It was therefore decided that rather than doing a rehearsal to "get used to the space" followed by the show itself. We would just do 2 shows ! So after a few technical checks and a good warm up the cast excelled themselves and put on 2 cracking shows. One member of the audience even stayed for the second show they like it so much ! 

The audience feedback was excellent – see appendix 1

May 2007

Awards for All, Nesta and CVMDP Small Grants Fund 

Progress Cymru's Awards for all Grant ran out  and so the group has applied for 2 Awards for All, & Small Grants 

May 2006

Frank Goldberg was performed as part of the Health and Happyness day at Lockleaze Community event in Bristol.

June 2007

Frank Goldberg was performed at Mind in Newport.

June 2007

Frank Goldberg was performance at the Stepping Out AGM, (Stepping Out is a similar Theatre Group to ourselves) and also at Fromside Meduim Secure unit. The group had been very interested in performing in a secure unit and was very pleased to be able to perform at this event.

July 2007

Progress Cymru was invited to perform in Bath at the “Mad Pride” Event – organised by the Mad Hatters of Bath.  A mini bus was provided by Mind in the Vale to enable members to get there.

August 2007

2 CD's were produced for 2 of the Progress Cymru members - Frank Page (AKA Mr Goldberg) and Richard Banbury  both be recorded poetry CD's in the South Wales Talking Magazine Assosciation studio. These will be used to raise funds for different charites. 

Members of Progress Cymru were involved in the Filming of “Lumps” a short film by Damnable Iron Films. 2 members were given small roles in the film

September 2007

We had  a theatre trip to see “Holding Hands with Angels” - Part of the Theatre West Season at the Alma in Bristol.

Rehearsals began for a new show to celebrate World Mental Health Day in the Vale of Glamorgan.

October 2007 – “Lucky Dip” Performed to Celebrate World Mental Health Day

This year we decided that we should take our show to the Vale. In conjunction with CVMHDP we put on a show “Lucky Dip” featuring:

· Music

· Poetry

· Sketches

· Fun

· Stand up Comedy

· Drama

October 2007

A new audio play “It could happen to you” was written by one of the members and theatre trip to see “Painting Heaven” - in Bristol.

Treasurer 2007/2008

At our last rehearsal it was announced that we now have a new treasurer - Marie ! This was passed by the group and she has now gone onto the executive committee and will be watching the pennies for us! A big welcome and thank-you for her time ! 

November 2007  

Mind in the Vale & CVMDP AGMS

Progress Cymru performed at the Mind in the Vale & CVMHDP AGMs in November. There was a varied program of Music, Poetry, Sketches, and dramatic material.

December 2008

Progress Cymru teams up with Angel Hair Productions to stage - “Something for Christmas”

The Toddington Wood Players present Something for Xmas
by Deborah Simon

The Toddington-Wood Players are ready to start rehearsing their xmas production when an unfortunate incident changes everything.

A mysterious saviour steps in to save the day, despite adverse weather conditions and some spirited opposition.

A seasonal romp with a bunch of English eccentrics...

...and a free mince pie with every ticket.

Christmas Theatre Trip

The Christmas trip was to see “Something for Christmas” at the Alma in Bristol. Which was a comedy play on a Christmas Theme.

January 2008

Rehearsals begin for an event at Cardiff University Students Union to celebrate their Health Month. We were themed this show on : mental health, drugs and alcohol.

February 2008

Performed full show at Cardiff Student Uni on the 7th February ! we were very lucky to be able to include local band 'Fractured Personna' at the gig doing a full set. As usual there wasl a full evening of entertainment including music, drama, monologues and sketches and poems, we were also able to get other groups will join us so dance was also part of the show and of course the full set from Fractured Personna 

March 2008

Rehearsals begin for the Whitchurch Hospital 100th Birthday event.

New work is read-through with the group and plans made for next season.

Looking Ahead to 2008-2009

4 new shows are under discussion: 

· Monolgues (Titles still under discussion)

A series of Monolgues on real life subjects - by real people. Each monolgue cleverly linking into the next one.

· A New Play

We are working a new play on the subject of multiple personality disorder. 

· Audio Play 

We are also working an an audio play for the new year which will be recorded and then availble on CD and posted on this site as a podcast and also on other podcast sites. 

· Provide free entertainment for “Mad Pride” in Cardiff and the Vale.

· Provide a show for World Mental Health Day at Cardiff University.

Legal and Administrative Information

‘Progress Cymru’ is an unincorporated association with aims which are benevolent and philanthropic. We are not currently registered as a charity although our aims are charitable. 

‘Progress Cymru’ was founded in 2005. 

Governing Document:
Constitution

Governing Body: 

Committee of eight members elected in 






accordance with the Constitution

Officers during 2006/07

Chair 
Chris Haslett

Secretary 
Simon Winkler

Treasurer
Marie Buchannon

Bankers
Co – operative Bank, P.O. Box 250, Skelmersdale, WN8 6WT

Management Committee 2006 – 2007

* Chair 


Chris Haslett

* Secretary 

Simon Winkler

* Treasurer

Marie Buchannon

* Tamara Winkler
Committee Member

* Finola Dignan 

Committee Member 

* Richard Banbury 
Committee Member 

* Adam Furman

Committee Member 

* Glenys Sims

Committee Member

