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Dear Friends, 

A happy bonfire night to you all! Unfortunately that s 
not celebrated here in Brazil although we re still 
hoping to have a bonfire with the boys anyway, even 
if we don t have the sparklers to go with it!  

A warm welcome to this month s update, put your 
feet up and I hope that you enjoy catching up with 
what s happening with us here. 

 

In the project for Emerson s birthday with his Mum, 
Rose and Val. 

Oh, and for you temperature checker fans; a cloudy 
9C in York compared to a skin frying 36C in Olinda!  

Brazil Life

 

Rose and I are doing well, fully recovered from our 
illnesses and are well back into our work. We ve had 
positive responses from the businesses that I visited, a 
local bakery has accepted our proposal to provide free 
daily bread to the project - this will ease a little of 
our monthly food cost. There s just a few things to 
work out and we re waiting for a final meeting with 
them. Do pray that more local businesses, companies 
etc... will get behind the project and begin to build up 

the Brazilian side of support. While I was waiting for 
my car to be washed the other week I got chatting 
with the owner who was very interested in the project 
and has promised to bring food donations each 
month. Pray that they might materialize! 

We ve also been involved in helping a couple from the 
favela who have had to leave the area due to the 
guy s involvement with the drug gangs - he has 
accumulated a debt which is equal to a death 
sentence with the gangs on the favela. They are a very 
young couple (17 and 18 years old, the girl has already 
had her first baby) and have become the project s first 
apprentices , we have rented a very small house for 
them in another favela and are teaching them to 
make a living by selling drinks and snacks at traffic 
lights and the beaches etc... Some of the money they 
make is going to their families so they can pay back 
the debt to the gangs. This has to be very hush hush , 
no one from the church can know where they are or 
even that we know where they are in case it 
somehow gets back to the gangs.  

 

The My Father s House Band playing at Church 

You might remember that Rose and I are going to 
have to leave our apartment in a few months - the 



  
owner wants it back and so we ll have to leave when 
our contract runs out. It seems that there is another 
apartment in the same building which is for rent so 
that could be a good short term possibility.  

 

Making the most of days off... 

Youth 18+

 

Things are going well with the youth group. We ve 
had some good meetings and our numbers are 
increasing as more people are bringing their friends 
along. Some past regulars haven t been coming along 
for various reasons so do pray that they might return 
and that more and more will come along. 

We had a great night on Saturday as we had a Light 
Party to counter act Halloween. Halloween is just 
beginning to arrive here in Brazil and due to the high 
number of Spirtualists etc it can be very dark indeed. 
So we put on a games night in Church and learnt a bit 
about the origins of Halloween etc and why we don t 
celebrate it. It was a lot of fun.  

New Phone

 

Rose and I now have a landline in our apartment, 
which means you can now get in touch with us easily 
and cheaply! You can call us for 2p/min from an 
English landline using this telediscount number. Dial 
08444621621 and then 00558134322814. 

The Project

 
Things in the project are as hectic as ever. The boys 
are doing well, apart from the daily fight and fall outs! 
We ve been encouraged by the progress made with all 
of the boys especially some like Renato. He came to 
the project about a year and a half ago and used to 
cause a lot of problems fighting with the boys and 
with the workers! There can still be times when he 
loses his temper but in comparison there has been a 
great change in Renato. He s become quite a 
respectful, polite, affectionate young man. Pray that 
he may continue like this as he might be able to 
return to his family at the end of the year. We also 
need to find a Doctor who might be able to see the 
boys free of charge just like our Dentist - do pray for 
that as well. 

 

Some of the games at the Light Party

 

The executive committee is continuing to meet to try 
and support, coordinate and organize the running of 
the project more effectively. We re looking forward to 
two great opportunities this month for more 
leadership training; the first being the Global 
Leadership Conference which is from Willowcreek in 
the US and the second being a visit from a high 
ranking Brazilian expert in leadership and project 
organization. Do keep praying for us, and the whole 
team within the project as we try to coordinate and 
organize the project so that we may more effectively 
help these boys and their families. I ve been busy 
planning the devotionals for the boys in the project... 
it s quite a task to think of and write about 25 
devotionals a month!  



   

Preaching at Living Waters Church 

This month also saw the visit of my SAMS boss Bishop 
Henry Scriven who came with Paul Thaxter from CMS 
to get to know more about us and see our work first 
hand. It was a great few days, encouraging to hear 
their comments and suggestions and challenging for 
them as they saw the work that we re involved with 
first hand.  


