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MINISTRY OF DEFENCE

POL OPS 10

NCC 401

Permanent Joint Headquarters

Northwood HQ

Sandy Lane

Northwood

Middlesex

HA6 3HP

Telephone (Direct Dialling) 01923 846709

e-mail: foi_chiefjointops@pjhq.mod.uk 
23 February 2006

Mr Andrew Seal

Our reference: 23-01-2006-091412-005

Dear Mr Seal,

Request for Information

Reference:

A.
23-01-2006-091412-005 dated 17 February 2006.

Thank you for your electronic message of 21 January 2006 in which, under the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA), you requested information from the Ministry of Defence (MOD) regarding British casualties.

At Reference A you were advised that the time limit for your request needed to be extended because the information you requested was subject to a Public Interest Test (PIT).

Under the terms of the FOIA, in the case of qualified exemption 22 Information intended for future publication, we are required to conduct a PIT on the information that is being withheld. This test has now been applied and it has been decided that the balance of public interest lies in maintaining this exemption.

In upholding this exemption under section 22 Information intended for future publication, we have taken into account that there is a clear public interest in the release of casualty statistics for Operations in Iraq. These figures give the public an indication of the cost of the operation and are an important way for the Department to recognise the sacrifice made by service personnel injured while deployed. However, it is also important to ensure that previously unreleased figures or breakdowns have been thoroughly cross-checked by all interested areas of the Department. Premature release could result in inaccurate information being put in the public domain. This is clearly not in the public interest. It should also be borne in mind that the Department has publicly committed itself to publishing this information on the MOD website in the very near future. On balance we assess that the public interest would be better served by withholding this information until it has been properly validated and published on the MOD website.

If you are unhappy with this decision or you wish to complain about any aspect of the handling of this request, then you should contact the undersigned in the first instance.  Should you remain dissatisfied, then you may apply for an internal review by contacting the Director of Information Exploitation, 6th Floor, MOD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB.

If you are still unhappy following an internal review, you may take your complaint to the Information Commissioner under the provisions of Section 50 of the Freedom of Information Act.  Please note that the Information Commissioner will not investigate your case until the MOD internal review process has been completed.  Further details of the role and powers of the Information Commissioner can be found on the Commissioner's website, http://www.informationcommissioner.gov.uk
Yours sincerely,

Susie Myatt










