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FROM THE CHAIRMAN ....

Given the current dire national situation it is good to hear
from Northampton that the Association is cautiously
optimistic about its financial position. It is of course very
early days and there must be more than the usual need to
raise funds. At the Branch level we have been able to
continue with strong support of the patients and carers in
our area and, although the numbers are not all in, we
believe we have beaten our own records in money terms.
We have also been able to contribute to a number of out-of-
area care situations.

The Association continues in its development, and we have
heard recently not only of personnel changes but also of
organisational and role modifications. Recruitment to fill
both current vacancies ([ has left for pastures
new) and new posts arising from the establishment of a
new ‘London Boroughs’ sub-region is underway. As a
consequence of these changes West Kent Branch will have
shared access to two Care advisors, one of whom will
continue to be | cannot imagine the
appointments will be made quickly. Once again we are
likely to be heavily dependent on Branch volunteers for
cover.

On that front it was very pleasing that || received
her award from KCC — congratulations to her. It is covered
more fully elsewhere in this newsletter.

We have made no progress in re-establishing our meeting
in Tonbridge, and | think that is a great pity. Perhaps
holding the AGM there will spark something.
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