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Puzzle corner 

HALL OF FAME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured with Nobby Clark (from left to right) are Bob Cant & Alastair 
Beaumont.  Congratulations on passing your Advance Driving Test, your next 

step is to become an Observer.  

Are these too easy now? Do 
you want me to find tougher 
and more challenging 
puzzles. If you have any 
puzzles  you want to share 
then please don't hesitate to 
email them to me or post 
them, details at the back of 
the newsletter. 
 
Tony Ed. 
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Walter Arnold, Tonbridge, Kent.   

Tuesday January 28, 1896 

 

On January 20, 1896, an off-duty 
policeman in Paddock Wood, Kent, was 
having his dinner when he spotted a car 
whizzing past his house at breakneck 
speed. The officer abandoned his food, 
hopped on to his bicycle and gave chase. 
 
Five breathless miles later he caught his 
quarry and booked him for exceeding the 
2mph speed limit that had been 
introduced for towns and built-up areas 
in 1865. 
 
On January 28, Arnold, an agricultural 
engineer from East Peckham, Kent, was 
hauled before the beak at Tonbridge 
Police Court where the officer testified 
that Arnold had been travelling at about 8 

mph. 
 
The horrified 
magistrate fined the 
reckless Arnold one 
shilling (5p), plus 
costs. 
 
Although he now had 
a criminal record this 
did not deter 

Arnold’s passion for motoring; he went 
on to become Britain’s first manufacturer 
of petrol-driven cars. 
 
With thanks to the Sunday Express article 
submitted by A Clarke. Ed. 
 

 
 
 

 
Enforcement not penalties is the key 

to cutting mobile phone dangers 
 
 
“More severe penalties for using hand-
held mobile phones while driving will 
have only a limited deterrent effect on 
motorists,” says Neil Greig, Director of 
the IAM Motoring Trust. 
 
“It is the probability of being caught by 
police that will actually change 
behaviour,” says Greig. “A new law brings 
a typical eighty per cent compliance, with 
twenty per cent yet to be convinced. Yet 
the thousands of tickets issued every day 
to those not complying highlights a major 
risk to all road users. The urgent need is 
for active, high-profile enforcement." 

Press Release First Speeding Fine! 

For your information 

The IAM have announced that the  Skill for 
Life package for Cars will be increased to 
£99 and the Skill for Life package for 
Motorcycles  will be increased to £109 for 
applications from Friday 1st February 2008.  
 
The last time the cost of Skill for Life 
increased was on the 1st February 2003.  
 
Since then, fuel costs have risen and the full 
implementation of the Quality Assurance 
process by the appointment of Staff 
Examiners has been completed ensuring the 
IAM Advanced Test continues to be 
accredited by the DSA. 
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 Advanced Driving Test 
Congratulations to the following on passing your Advanced Driving Test 
and welcome to the Group and IAM as Full Members. Together with 
your Observers you have put much time and effort into obtaining these 
passes and long may you maintain the standard. 
 
Name   Town  Observer 
Steve James  Rock Ferry Ron Heath. 
Ken Rose  Irby  Malcolm Studholme. 
Margaret Rutter  West Kirby Elwyn Jones. 
Joanne Bolland  Liverpool Roger Roberts. 
Ron Halbert  Great Sutton Norman Jarvis. 
Charles Brabin  Puddington Colin Herbert. 
Bob Burns  Irby  Gordon Vaughan. 
 
New Associates: 
Paul Thompson  Oxton.  
Geoff Owen  Bebington. 
Christopher Brough  Rock Ferry.  
Kristopher Rhodes  Oxton. 
Ray Edwards  Hooton. 
   
Wheel Nut 
Demonstrating great mechanical acumen, a US man attempted to loosen a stubborn 
wheel nut with a blast from his shotgun. The man, who was sober, according to 
police, injured himself in both legs and his abdomen. 
 
No Sharing 
A majority of motorists would welcome opening the hard shoulder to traffic at peak 
times, but a larger percentage gave a resounding thumbs-down to plans for 
designating a lane that would be exclusive to car sharers, according to a survey of 
traffic easing schemes by car supermarket Motorpoint. GM MIRROR. December 
2007. 
 
Thought for the Month 
Although this is the February newsletter, as I’m typing it up on January 3rd may I 
wish a very happy and carefree year for 2008 to all our members and their families? 
Liz.Scarff– Associate Co– ordinator 

February Associate Report 
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Make a note…... 

 
26th February 2008 
Group member, Dr. Stewart Wood 
“Life as a special constable” 
 
25th March 2008 
Jay Gorasia from Head Office Marketing 
Dept. 
 

Suggestions to Mike Giles please. He 
looks forward to hearing from you. 
We have lots planned for 2008...keep 
a look out.. 

Social Events Where we meet 
Wirral Advanced Motorists meetings are 
held on the last Tuesday of the month at 
the Roundel Club which is also known as 
the RAFA Club. The address is 17 
Shrewsbury Road    Oxton CH43 1UU. 
We meet at 8.00pm. 
 
Please note that the club is entered via 
the car park on the corner of  Alton 
Road. The entrance is in the upper part 
of Alton Road. Total Number of members :  385 

 
Number of  Full members:     333 
   
Number of Associates:  37 
     
Number of Group Friends:     15 
 
Roger Roberts 

Membership Numbers 

Electronic magazine 
After a successful trial period we now 
produce the magazine in electronic format. 
 
If you wish to receive the newsletter via 
email in glorious colour a few weeks before 
you receive you paper copy please email me 
at 
 
 editor@wirraliam.co.uk 
 
If you wish to forgo you paper copy and 
receive your magazine via email only, then 
please state that you wish to stop receiving 
your magazine in this way. 
 
This is our little bit for the environment! 
 
Tony. 
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Vice Chairman &                                 
Membership Secretary:           
Roger Roberts.  
Tel: 0151 648 3652 
membershipsecretary@wirraliam.co.uk 
 
Area Associate Organisers: 
Bob Rollo.  
Tel: 0151 678 5077 
areawest@wirraliam.co.uk      
Brian McCabe.  
Tel: 0151 625 0737           
areaeast@wirraliam.co.uk  
 
Treasurer, Minutes Secretary &  
Shopkeeper: 
Dy Brown. 
Tel: 0151 336 7956 
treasurer@wirraliam.co.uk 
 
Senior Observer Checker: 
Norman Jarvis. 
Tel: 0151 339 3450 
seniorobserver@wirraliam.co.uk 
 
Editor: 
Tony Stopforth. 
20 Heathfield Road, 
L22 6RF. 
Tel: 0151 931 4680 
editor@wirraliam.co.uk 
 
Webmaster: 
Peter Osborne 
webmaster@wirraliam.co.uk 
Tel:  07792033035 

Secretary  & Indoor Events: 
Angela Clarke.                

5 Tithebarn Drive,                
Parkgate,                
Neston. 

CH64 6RG 
Tel: 0151 336 1069 

secretary@wirraliam.co.uk 
 

Newsletter Distribution: 
Sheila Rose. 

Tel: 0151 336 6428 
 

Associate Co-ordinator: 
Liz Scarff. 

Tel: 0151 652  2059 
 

Other Council Members: 
Keith Roberts. 

Phil Bailey. 
Colin Herbert.  

Tony Quaile. 
 

Publicity: 
Peter Hayward. 

publicity@wirraliam.co.uk 
 

Social Events: 
Mike Giles. 

Tel: 0151 200 0813 
socialevents@wirraliam.co.uk  

Group Committee 

Advertising rates for the magazine are as following: 
Full page £80 for a year (10 issues) 

Half Page £50 for a year 
Circulation 400 copies and readership potentially 2,000+ which includes the web-site 

This represents outstanding value for money– get in touch now! 
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CHAIRMAN 
MARKETING 

Jan Peters 
The Old Coach House 

Denhall Lane 
Burton 

CH64 OTG 
t: 07738 884 741 

e: jan@staleypeters.co.uk 
 

Registered Charity 
Number: 512232 

www.wirraliam.co.uk 
 

PRESIDENT 
Miss Freda Carter 

 
VICE PRESIDENTS 

Ian Standring 
Phil Bailey 

 
Issue Number 311 

 
The views, advertisements 
and opinions expressed in 
this newsletter are those 
of individual contributors 

and do not necessarily 
reflect those taken by 

Wirral Advanced Motorists 
or the Institute of 

Advanced Motorists. 
 

Wirral Group and the 
Data Protection Act 

1984. 
It is the group’s intention to 

hold details of  members 
and associates on 

computer in order to assist 
with administration. if you 

do not want your details to 
be held on computer, 

please make your 
objections to the Group 
Chairman. 

Welcome to the first Driving Forward newsletter of the year and what a 
great start to 2008 it’s been. I’m delighted to report that our Group 
membership is now over 380, and we have no less than 37 new 
Associates who’ve taken up the Skill for Life programme….Observers 
take note, if you thought you were busy, then think again!! Seriously, it’s 
great to have you all on board – let’s keep spreading the word! 
 
So, it’s a new year, a new start and guess what, there’s going to be new 
parking rules too coming into force in England on 31 March. I’ve no 
doubt it’s going to cause chaos having a three tier charge depending upon 
the offence and where it’s committed. And to make matters worse, the 
news today is that Britain’s roads are ‘not fit for purpose’ with the cost 
of congestion likely to soon exceed the current figure of £20 billion a 
year. The report from a centre-right think tank suggests that ‘relatively 
small’ road charging schemes on congestion hotspots would soon pay for 
improvements. It all makes for depressing reading, so rather than dwell 
on what’s happening this year, let’s reflect for a moment on what 
happened in 2007. We all know it’s far better to have a giggle, so for your 
delight and enjoyment I have for you some of the strangest motoring 
stories to come out of last year……and yes, they’re all true!! 
 
Here’s one close to my heart being the proud owner of a Mini Cooper. A 
Belgian motorist was caught speeding for travelling at 2,100 mph. The 
ticket claimed he’d been caught doing Mach 3 in his Mini in a Brussels city 
suburb. Police have since apologised for the mistake blaming a faulty 
radar!! I did once nearly get up to Mach 3 near Burton village, but then 
decided against it when I saw Don Howell complete with high vis jacket 
and radar gun!! It’s not the same now we’ve got those flashing speed 
signs… I used to like waving to Don! 
 
Anyone thinking of a change of job in 08 can now get a career in ‘vehicle 
immobilisation’! One of Britain’s largest exam boards is introducing a 
vocational qualification in wheel clamping. Edexcel says it will soon be 
compulsory for anyone ‘seeking a career in vehicle immobilisation’ 
reports the Daily Telegraph. Level 2 BTEC Award in Vehicle 
Immobilisation will require trainees to undergo 30 hours of ‘guided 
learning’ for £500. I reckon there’s one or two who’d guide you for a lot 
less!! 
 
And finally, spare a thought for the Police Officers guarding Windsor 
castle who are now getting extra training – because they keep wrecking 
cars. Officers keep raising the steel security bollards as vehicles pass over 
them reports The Sun. Shocker drivers end up 3ft off the ground, 
impaled on the anti-terrorist device!! Do you think they were just having 

a laugh?! 
 
 Happy New Year everyone, let’s hope it’s a good one. 

In the driving seat 
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