Subside

Paul Burnell

This work was written in February 2004 in response to a call for pieces on the theme of The
Four Temperaments. This was part of COMA’s Open Score project, made possible with
funds from the Esmée Fairbairn and PRS Foundations.



Subside

(from choleric to phlegmatic and back again)
Paul Burnell
for flexible ensemble and percussion

duration 5'53" approx.

Technical notes

Percussion is essential, with the choice of instruments left to the discretion of the player(s)
using the score directions as a guide. The percussionists play on the 2nd and 4th beats
throughout the piece - accenting the 4th beat.

Other instrumentalists are divided between Parts 1 - 4. The composer will provide parts for
each instrument in any transposition - though it should be possible for instruments in C to read
from the score.

The size of the ensemble is not indicated, but ideally there should be enough players to allow for
a reduction in the number of people playing 2 bars before letter D, and a further reduction to
solo instruments 6 bars before letter E. However, this guidance can be ignored and the piece
played by quite a small group; for example - violin, piano and percussion, or organ and
percussion.

If flutes and violins play part 1 - the flutes may play an octave higher than written until letter A,
and the violins may play tremolando until letter A.

Keyboard players can play combinations of all parts. In addition, or alternatively, the keyboard
players may double parts 3 and 4 an octave lower than written where indicated by brackets in the
score.

The allocation of instruments to the parts is left to the discretion of the musical director /
performers - but should take account of the dynamic markings and expression indications.

The dynamic markings in the score apply to all the parts.

The last 2 bars of the piece are played 5 times in total.

Programme note

'Subside' outlines a slow mood change from controlled violent anger to tenderness, then a
sudden flip back to anger again.



Untuned percussion as indicated, on 2nd & S b 5 d
4th beats throughout (4th beat accented) u Sl e Paul Burnell

Pt 1: Flutes 8ve higher & violins trem until A (from choleric to phlegmatic and back again) duration 6 minutes approx
Sustained - relentless J:63 approx. for flexible ensemble and percussion ©]1|’a1{ll]§ume112004
perc: metal - clash All Rights Reserved
/QP” - Jo © Ja ﬁo Jl ﬁomgo
Y .8 & - Py - r < - T ps -
© | — = - -

')Ptz 77777777 - - #7777 #7777
Pt3 rrrr rrrr r rx I I I R rrrxrx ?rrﬁ
Q)Jélflél J;_g; o o oo Qéﬁbflz b#ﬁﬁi@iﬁ_ﬁ

N ddddidddl e trrrr
@ L J L J I
/é% ::0/\{0 - o/-ﬂg 3_— OAJ 3_— O Q‘ s-
ry) — — ———— ————
firrrr frr rrre rrrr
R
7 m . - heo © 0 @ - o & ©& o
N B T I - rr—rrrr T T
@ perc: wood & glass
() bo ‘ 1o ey N i
A A - (o A - . . 0 - A - . 0 Al A -
(e 4 :
A3V, - - ¥ - -
J oS3 b b b < b
rr —mff (LT FFFF CFFEF CFFFF
tes e - - I Y Y
Jieeeeisssst ; : * eesee ===
S e Gl ey — T
N\ L < o
. .
7 ey - o - - -
 —— o o Ao :
DR - — - - - ¢
I L T
o - = T e e ;:;Eg e 3 =5 b o
5> - Geepe = e e - Heeer fl =t
AN L
Y A Calm Reduce size of ensemble
é’mv o — : o— — = th’o = s o :
d i i 1l | 1l |
z iire frrrr ter frr
= = ~Jd gm g, P = ab = e
e ——
\ .
J ;[:,?(1;1;” drums A little slower Solo instruments until E O,{) ;Z;eirxftﬁzjlﬁli?gn;;:;?ls
i — - I ¥ - —% - — -
i —+-—=< H—=- < ) e E— L — .
SV b & - - — - — ol
© ki Fr dim.
Ly TTITTr L e el
:/}: — '— 0 - —I - - g - -
A D ined
. ATempo e s X5
=2 —k | 2 | X :.
ST TIIT reios o222 1= =
ry) N ——— Sy —— —_—— — N ——
Frirr rrrr rirr rrrr iy v
> = = e e e e e s e e e i | s S
i - - Tttt P | e — - —
N Keyboard may double Pts 3 & 4 an 8ve lower where marked with bracket | L | < F F r r F gu




