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Silence Night
from Stille Nacht (Silent Night)
Franz Gruber arr. Paul Burnell

Melody composed by Gruber 1818
Arrangement by Paul Burnell 2006

Duration 3:15 approx.

For flexible ensemble in 4 parts

Where there are enough instruments to allow doubling by string instruments in parts 1-3 the
instructions in brackets may be followed.

Part 2 from letter A should be doubled with a sustained B natural (below middle C). This is not
a drone; it is sustained whilst part 2 plays and stops in the rests.

Part 4 - either: can be a vocal ‘sssh’ - always ppp, or: very loud sounds such as hooters (for
example stadium sports horns, fog horns), whistles, drums etc. - always fff. There should not
be a mixture of these two types of sound - so not heard simultaneously, and not an alternation
during the piece.

Part 4 should be sited away from the rest of the ensemble.

Programme note

‘Silence Night’ is an arrangement of ‘Silent Night’ which breaks up the well-known Christmas
hymn with silences and other interruptions.



Silence Night

from Stille Nacht (Silent Night) - Franz Gruber
arr. Paul Burnell

Adagio J=72 approx.

part 1 (Part 1 without strings until A)
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either: vocal sssh - always ppp,
or: loud hooters/whistles/drums etc - always fff
not a mixture of the two
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