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Perihelion - Time for a Change
Music and text - Paul Burnell

for choir

Composed September 2008 for the Walbrook Singers Composition Competition for choral 
pieces on the theme of ÒNew YearÓ

First movement - SATTBB - duration 3:30  approx.
Second movement - SATB - duration 3:00  approx.

Text

New year
Perihelion
One year...
Another moon another dawn another sun another year
Another seed another leaf another tree another year
Another life another child another smile another year
Another wave another page another day another year
New year
Perihelion.

It is time for a change in January there are years to exchange
There are things to arrange in January it is time for a change
We are here with a brand new road before us and a place to begin
And we know that there is no hesitating if we are to make speed

Time for a change and time to arrange
Time to go further time to take place

Got a journey to map out now together got a journey to make
And the way to begin is by begining with a resolution.

Come on we will begin
Come on youÕre not alone

Time to begin
Time to go far

Time to change make time in January
Time to change and there is always time to make a start to begin

EvÕrything is going to change when we begin
EvÕrybody will have the time to get it right
EvÕrything is starting again and evÕrywhere
EvÕrybody will have the time to start again.

Programme note

Perihelion - the point in the orbit of a planet, asteroid, or comet at which it is closest to the sun. 

Text © Paul Burnell 2008 All Rights Reserved



Perihelion - Time for a Change

Paul Burnell

© Paul Burnell 2008   All Rights Reserved

1. Perihelion

Sopranos

Slow, smooth

!
"44 54

#=63 approx.

34 44

Altos !
"44 54 34 44

Tenors 1

New

$
!
)

"44 %
year

54 % &

Per -

34 ' #
i -

' #
he -

(
' #

li -

44 %
$

Tenors 2

New

$
!
)

"44 %
year

54 % &

Per -

34 ' #
i -

' #
he -

(
' #

li -

44 %
$

Basses 1

New

$
)

"44 %

year

54 % &

Per -

34 ' #

i -

' #

he -

(
' #

li -

44 ' # &

o -

#
$

nnn

' #

Basses 2

New

$
)

"44 %

year

54 % &

Per -

34 ' #

i -

' #

he -

(
' #

li -

44 ' # &

o - 

$
#

n

#



2

8

!
" 34 44 34 44

15

!
"

A

#

An -

$
%
&

oth -

%

er

%

moon

' #

an -

%
&

oth -

%
er

%

dawn

' #

an -

%
&

oth -

%
er

%

!
" 34 44 34 44

nnn

$

(

!
"

( ( %
) #

An -

$

%
&

oth -

%
er

%
moon

'
#

an -

%
&

oth -

%
er

%
dawn

'
#

an -

%
&

oth -

%
er

%

!
)

" 34 44 34 44

!
)

"

!
)

" 34 44 34 44

!
)

"

*
" ( 34 44 34

one

$
44 %

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% )

one

*
" %

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

$
*

" %

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

34 %

year

%)

one

44 %

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

34 %

year

%)

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

44 %

one

%

year

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

*
" %

year

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

% )

one

%

year

%

one

%



3

20

sun

!
"

# $

an -

%&
'

oth -

%
er

%
year

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
year

#

25

B

!
" $

An -

(
%
'

oth -

%

er

%

seed

# $

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%

leaf

# $

an -

%
'

oth -

%V
er

%
tree

# $

an -

%&
'

oth -

%
er

%
year

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%

sun

!
"

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
year
#

$

an -
%
'

oth -
%

er
%

year
#

!
" $

An -

(

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
seed

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
leaf

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
tree

#
$

an -

%
'

oth -

%
er

%
year
#

$

an -
%
'

oth -
%

er
%

!
)

"

one

)
!
)

"
%

year

%
one

%
year

%
one

%
*

one

%
year

%
one

%
year

%
one

%
*

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%*

one

%

year

%

!
)

"

nnn

)

+ + +

!
)

"
%

*

one

,
" %

year

%

one

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% *

one

,
" %

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

year

,
" %

one

%

year

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

% *

one

%

year

%

one

,
" %

year

%

one

%

year

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

% *

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%

one

%

year

%*

one

%



4

30

year

! " # $
an -

%
&'

oth -

&
er

&
year

#
C

$
An -

(&'
oth -

&
er

&
life

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&

35

child

! " # $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
smile

# $
an -

&) '
oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

*
&'

oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

%
&'

oth -

&
er

&

year

! "
# $

an -

%
&'

oth -

&
er

&
year

#
nnn

*
+

( *
# $

An -

(
&'

oth -

&
er

&
life

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&

child

! " # $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
smile

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

*
&'

oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

%
&'

oth -

&
er

&

one

!
)

" &
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

*
&

year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&

one

!
)

" & ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,

!
)

"
nnn

*+ ( *#
one

*
&

year

&
one

&
year

&

!
)

" ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&

one

- " &
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

*&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,

one

- " &
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&

year

- " &
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

*&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,

one

- " &
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&



5

40

year

! " #
D

$
An -

%&'
oth -

&
er

&
wave

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
page

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
day

# $
an -

&( '
oth -

&
er

&

45

year

! " # $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

)
&'

oth -

&
er

&
year

# $
an -

*
&'

oth -

&
er

&
poco rit.

year

# $
a -

+
&'

no -

&
ther

&

year

! "
# $

An -

%
&'

oth -

&
er

&
wave

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
page

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
day

# $
an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&

year

! "
# $

an -

&'
oth -

&
er

&
yearyear

# $
an -

)
&'

oth -

&
er

&
yearyear

# $
an -

*
&'

oth -

&
er

&
yearyear

# $
a -a -

+
&'

no -

&
ther

&

one

!
)

" &
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

)&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&

one

!
)

" &
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,

!
)

" ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

)&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&

!
)

" ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,

one

- " &
year

&
one

& ,
one

)&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,

one

- " &
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

& ,

- " ,
one

)&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&

year

- " & ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

&
one

&
year

& ,



6

49
a tempo

year

! " # # $ $% 34

54

! "
on.

&
' #

(44 #
&

year

! "
# # $ $% 34

! "
on.

&
' #

(44 #
&

!
)

" $ $%
Per -

&34 ' #
cresc.

i -

' #

he -

!
)

" ' #)
li -li -

' # (' #
on.

&44 * $

!
)

"
New

+#
year

' # $%
Per -

&34 ' # cresc.

i -

' #

he -

!
)

" ' #)
li -li -

' # (' #
on.

&44 * $

, " $ $%
Per -

+&34 ' # cresc.

i -

' #

he -

, " ' #)
li -li -

' # (' #
on.

&44 * $

year

+
, " ' # $

New

#
year

' # $%
Per -

&34 ' # cresc.

i -

' #

he -

, " ' #)
li -li -

' # (' #
on.

&44 * $



7

2. Time for a Change
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