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Gutter Rat

Paul Burnell

Duration 3 minutes approximately
Composed 2009

for violin, vibraphone, bass clarinet, trombone

Programme note

The gutter rat is an urban animal, about 4 foot in length, that exists in the shadows of great cities,
scavenging amongst the detritus of an affluent uncaring and wasteful population. In the dead of
the darkest nights these beasts gather in open spaces to dance and sing their wild, spiky,
wordless, guttural songs, then quickly scatter as the first of the commuter trains emerge into the
morning.

Fictitious definition, Paul Burnell 2009.



Gutter Rat

all players - on longer notes add tremolo, flutter-tongue, multiphonics etc. ad lib.

Paul Burnell

152 approx.
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