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From Blake’s ‘Milton’
Paul Burnell
text: William Blake

Composed 1995

Duration 3:40 approx.

Instrumentation:

mixed voices

piano - 2 players
sustaining instrument
cymbal

Text:

And did those feet in ancient time

Walk upon England's mountains green?
And was the holy Lamb of God

On England's pleasant pastures seen?

And did the Countenance Divine
Shine forth upon our clouded hills?
And was Jerusalem builded here
Among these dark satanic mills?

Bring me my bow of burning gold!
Bring me my arrows of desire!

Bring me my spear! O clouds unfold!
Bring me my chariot of fire!

I will not cease from mental fight,
Nor shall my sword sleep in my hand
Till we have built Jerusalem

In England's green and pleasant land.

Programme note:

From Blake's 'Milton' was written in response to a COMA newsletter article which suggested
that members may wish to write vocal pieces for the various COMA ensembles throughout the

country.

It was first performed by COMA in May 1996 at the Brighton Festival Fringe

In this setting of William Blake's words (from the preface to his book 'Milton' ca. 1804-08) the
composer imagines the performers in a time before Britain was an Empire - in a landscape
which, although it may be green, is also mountainous, overcast and cold enough for the air to

become visible when breathing out.



From Blake's 'Milton'

(mixed voices, piano - 2 players, sustaining instrument, cymbal)

William Blake Paul Burnell
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