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Clouden

Paul Burnell

Composed 2009 - written for Frances M Lynch on the occasion of her 50th birthday.
 
Clouden comprises 50 modules that can be freely combined and in performance played 
acoustically, amplified with sound processsing, pre-recorded, projected etc.  There is no set 
overall duration.

Any number of modules can be played. !The modules can be placed together in any order. !The 
tempo and dynamic markings can be altered freely. !The modules can be repeated any number 
of times Ð even those not marked with standard repeat signs. !Any specified instrumentation can 
be changed. !Voice parts can be played on instruments and vice versa where practical.  Even 
where text is given voices can hum or sing to vowel sound etc.  Silences (Tacet) can be freely 
inserted.  Transpose at the octave where necessary.

Any of the following notes, or other related texts, may be included in the performance.

ÔCloudenÕ refers to a place in Scotland - Cluden Water, near Dumfries.
ÔCloudenÕ - a made-up definition -  an accumulation,  a loudening.
ÔCloudenÕ - a made-up definition -  a collection of clouds or the effect that clouds have.
ÔCloudenÕ - a made-up definition - the way in which clouds are similar to the lives of people.

A cloud is a visible mass of droplets or frozen crystals, usually condensed water vapour, floating 
in the atmosphere above the surface of the Earth.

Amelia - Amelia Mary Earhart  (1897 Ð missing July 2, 1937, declared dead January 5, 1939) 
was a noted American aviation pioneer.  During an attempt to make a round-the-world flight in 
1937, she disappeared over the central Pacific Ocean near Howland Island.  The US Coast 
Guard cutter Itasca was assigned to guide EarhartÕs plane to the island.  After communication 
problems the Itasca sent morse code AÕs for Earhart to use as a radio bearing. Scattered clouds 
around Howland Island have been cited as a problem: their dark shadows on the ocean surface 
may have been almost indistinguishable from the island's flat profile.

Daisy Bell - It is said that a real Daisy inspired the song: Frances Evelyn "Daisy" Greville, 
Countess of Warwick (1861 - 1938) was a society beauty, and mistress to King Edward VII.

Mary - Mary Campbell ('Highland Mary', 1763 -1786) was one of Robert Burns' great loves.  
Their relationship has been the subject of much debate, and it has been suggested that they may 
have married. They planned to emigrate to Jamaica but, before the plans could be acted upon, 
Campbell died suddenly of a fever in Greenock.

Bebe - Bebe Daniels (1901 -1971) was an American actress who began her career in 
Hollywood in the silent movie era and later gained fame on radio and television in England.  
One of her most successful films was the 1929 Radio Pictures production ÔRio RitaÕ.

Sarah - Sarah Glover (1786 -1867)  devised a Ômoveable dohÕ music reading system called 
ÔNorwich Sol-faÕ.  She opened a school for poor girls in Norwich, where she used the system. 
Her book of the system ÔScheme for Rendering Psalmody CongregationalÕ went through four 
editions and came to the notice of John Curwen, who developed it as his Tonic Sol-fa system.

Frances - Frances Dana Barker Gage (1808 -1884) was a leading American reformer and 
abolitionist.  She worked closely with leaders of the early women's rights movement in the US 
and was among the first to champion voting rights for all citizens without regard to race or 
gender.  She wrote letters, essays, poetry, children's stories, and novels.
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 4 Wind Chimes
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© Paul Burnell 2009   All Rights Reserved





Cloud Images

Project up to 50 different images of clouds -  as varied as possible. 
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Audibly ÔswishÕ string intrument bows 50 times through air above head.

Wish

For single or multiple players.  Overall duration not fixed



Blow

Make ÔairÕ sounds - blowing through wind or brass instrument without producing a pitch

for 50 seconds

or Ôwhite noiseÕ - vocal Ôsssh, radio static, rustling plastic bags etc.
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Wind Chimes

Either stroke a single wind chime 50 times, or stroke up to 50 different wind chimes.  Each time 
letting the sound settle before starting again.  A recording can be used if it is not practical to 

obtain multiple wind chimes

Overall duration not fixed.



Electric bass guitar low G

Pitch G1 - a little sharp (frequency 50 Hz).  UK amplifier hum should also have a 50Hz frequency 

Pluck and let sound fade into amplifier hum

Can be repeated.  Overall duration not fixed
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Morse AÕs
For single or multiple players

Mimic the sound of 50 morse code AÕs (dot dash).  
An unaccented monotone sound, fairly rapid, on the pitch A (any octave).  Speed can be varied.  

Overall duration not fixed.

. _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  

. _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  . _  
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Sustain

Organ, synth, accordian etc.

Sustain for duration equivalent to 50 breaths.  Count on the outbreath
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Iridescence

8va - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Piano

Slow and free
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Low G - accel. and rall.
lowest possible G
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Amelia

One version with Bb/F natural - second version B natural/F sharp - third version Bb/F sharp

Calm

Can be performed in three versions:
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Float

Guitar (harmonics) or bowed vibraphone

Slow and sustained
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Drone D-C

Overall duration 50 seconds.  Change from D to C about midway
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Daisy Bell

Harry Dacre

Slow and flexible

Version 1

Dai

! 34 " #

- sy,

"#

Dai

"#
- sy,

" #
Give

$
me

$
your

$
an

"
- swer

$
do !

"# " #

I'm

! "#

half

" #

cra

"#

- zy,

" #
All

$
for

$
the

$
love

"
of

$
you !

"# $ #
It

$

won't

! $%
be

$
a

$
styl -

"
ish

$
mar -

$
riage,

" "
I

$
can't

"
af -

$
ford

"
a

$
car -

$
riage,

" $ #
But

$

you'll

! "
look

$
sweet

$‹ # #
On

"
the

$
seat

$‹ #
Of

$
a

$%
 bi -

$
cy -

$
cle

$
built

"
for

$
two !

"# $ # #

Moderate

Version 2

! 44
$ $ $ $ =82

$
approx.

$ $& $3 $ $' $3 # $ $ $ $ $ $& $3 $ $' $3 # $'3

!
$ $ $3 $ $'3 $' $3 # $'3 $ $'3 $ $'3 $' $3 # $'3 $ $' $'‹3 ( $ $' $‹3 $ $ $ $ $3 $ $' $3 #



Clouden

Genevan Psalter, 1551

10, 10, 10, 10, 10
(Old 124th)

Paul Burnell

Slow and ßexible
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Tree

Mark Tree with 25 bars

slowly sweep up, lowest to highest

( ! " slowly sweep down, highest to lowest
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Whistle

Whistle 50 notes - random pitch, random duration, random volume 



Condensation

5 actions, live or recorded, involving condensation, ÔsteamÕ, water droplets etc.  Each action to be 
performed or projected differently or repeated with slight variations in 10 different ways.  For 
example:

Cleaning spectacles by breathing on the lenses
Breathing on a window pane and writing numbers in the condensation
Boiling water to make a hot drink
Walking past a steam train waiting on a platform
Driving past cooling towers of a power plant
Watering plants with a mist spray
Shaking an umbrella dry
Drinking iced water - wiping fingers over condensation on glass
Blowing over a hot drink to cool it
Drying hands, hair in towel
Hands outstretched in rain or snow
Wiping condensation from bathroom mirror and looking at reflection
Breathing out on a cold morning with breath visible
Emerging from fog / mist



Tacet

Silence - duration 50 seconds



Ride

Ride cymbal

Moderate
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Stratus

Moderate
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Drone A

Overall duration 50 seconds
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Mary

TraditionalRobert Burns

(Ca' the Yowes to the Knowes)

Either omit one note in each chorus/verse pair, or omit 'My' in the fourth bar.
Optional - sing each chorus/verse pair at different points in the whole piece

*
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Cirrostratus
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Latin Percussion

shaker
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Piano Riff

Bass line can be played separately
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Bebe

Sung, spoken, shouted

approx.
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Piano Fill

approx.! =82
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Scarborough Fair

Traditional
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Back Beat

Drums
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B-G
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Chroma
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Swirl
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Fifths
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Fill Bass Rise
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Drums

! =82

( 44

approx.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! "# !
## ! ! ! ! ! ! ! "# ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

( ! $ !
##

" !# !! $ ! ! !! "# !
##

! ! ! ! !! !! !! !! !! %



Cirrus
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Nature Sounds

50 Recorded nature sound effects from the following categories:

Wind  x10
Rain / Thunder x10
River / Stream x10
Waves x10
Birds x10



Rise
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Sarah

Guido D'Arezzo (c. 991–1033)

Paulus Diaconus (c. 720 – 799)

attribution uncertain
(Ut Queant Laxis)
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Fade

Chord fades to silence over 50 seconds
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Drone F

Overall duration 50 seconds
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Frances
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F-C
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Cumulonimbus

Very long Tam tam roll with crescendo, at least 50 seconds duration, then let ring
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Bells

Bells - handbells, tubular bells, glock etc
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Any pitch but as many Cs as possible.  Let all ring
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Bass C
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Cumulus

Guitar !
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Piano
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"black note" clusters
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Organ

"black note" clusters
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Other instruments
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