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Composed 2007-2008

Commissioned by Yorkshire Late Starters Strings and the first performance was given by them 
at Doncaster College, High Melton Campus, Yorkshire, United Kingdom on 20 July 2008

1 - Simplify
2 - Purify
3 - Amplify

Durations: 1 - 6:00, 2 - 4:30, 3 - 4:15
Total duration: 15 minutes approx.

For string ensemble - violins 1, violins 2, violas, cellos.  There is an optional beginners part 
which is intended for both violins, violas and (an octave lower) cello

In the third movment if performing on carpet, or other ÔsoftÕ surface, then augment the foot 
stamps with instrument slaps.

Programme note

The titles of these three pieces - Simplify, Purify, Amplify - indicate relatively straightforward 
musical structures and moods.  Simplify is patient and meditative, Purify attempts a distillation, 
Amplify seeks a joyful resolution.
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3 Pieces for Strings
for Yorkshire Late Starters Strings
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2. Purify
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) %
'

% 24 34 24 44

Cb. 0 """
44 24 % %

' 34 44
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3. Amplify

Violin I

Fast

stamp foot

!
"

44 8

col legno battuto

#

$=116

$ $

approx.

$ $ $ $ $ $ %
arco

&
$' $$$$$$…

6
%

pizz.

#

$U $ $

Vlns.I

6

"
$ $ $ $ $ %

arco

&
$' $$$$$$…

6

A

%
pizz.

(

$ $ $

Violins II
stamp foot

!
"

44 8
% %

col legno battuto

#

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ %

Vlns.II "

arco

&
$$$$$$$…

6
%

pizz.

#

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ %

Beginners
stamp foot

!
"

44 8
%

#
)

Bgns. " ) ) ) )

Violas
stamp foot

!
*

44 8
%

spiccato

#
$…

‰
$…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

Va. *
+

$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
… $…$…

‰+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
… $…

‰
$…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

+
$
,
…

Violincellos
stamp foot

!
-

44 8
%

sul pont.

.
) )

divisi
))' ))

Vc. - )) )) ))
nat. and unison

&

)U

Contrabasses
stamp foot

!
-

44 8
%

Cb. -
&

)
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Vlns.I

10

!
" " " " " " " " stamp foot

#
8 8 8 8

‰
arco

B

$
"
‰ double stop on D & A strings

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.I

14

! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " s"
‰
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

s
"
‰
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.I

18

! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " v"
‰gliss. on D string to any high note

maintain semiquavers on A string &

" " "
cresc.

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
5…‰

Vlns.II !

arco

%
" " " " " " "…

6
&

pizz.

'

" " " "

cresc.

" " "

$

" " " "

Vlns.II !
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.II !
" " " " " " " " " stamp foot

8 8 8
‰

Bgns. ! ( ( (
cresc. $

(
‰

Bgns. ! ( (
‰

( (
‰

Bgns. ! ( (
‰

"
stamp foot

8 8 8
‰

Va. )
*

"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
… "…"…

‰*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

*
"
+
…

&
$

(‰

Va. )
,# stamp foot

8
(‰ ,#

8
(‰

Va. )
,#

8

gliss.

v©
(‰

cresc.

©
,# to any high note

5…‰

Vc. -
( " "‰,# ". "‰

cresc.

"‰ "‰ ".‰

$

"…‰ "… * ".… * ".… * ".…

Vc. -
* ".…* ".…* ".…* ".… "…"…‰* ".…* ".…* ".… * ".…* ".…* ".…* ".… "…‰"…* ".…* ".…* ".…

Vc. -
* ".… * ".… * ".… * ".… "… "…‰ * ".… * ".… * ".… "…

stamp foot

8 8 8
‰

Cb. -
( " "‰,# ". "‰

cresc.

"‰ "‰ ".‰

$
"…
‰

"…
&

Cb. - "…"…
‰

& "…
‰

"…
&

Cb. - "… "…
‰

& "…
stamp foot

8 8 8
‰
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Vlns.I

21

C

!
"

#
$$$$$…

"
$$$$$…

"
$
‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$…

‰ "
$
‰
$$$$…

"
$$$$$…

"
$
‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$…

‰

Vlns.I

25

!
"

$
‰
$$$$…

"
$$$$$…

"
$
‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$…

‰ "
$$$$$…

"
$$$…$… $…

‰
%

Vlns.I

29

D

sub.&
! $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$

‰
$$$

slowly move bow towards bridge

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Vlns.II

arco

! 8$
‰
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$ $

‰
$$
‰
$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$

Vlns.II ! $$$
‰
$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $'

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$$

‰
$$$

Vlns.II ! $…
%

&
% $$$…

% $$$…
% $$$…

"
$$$$$$

Bgns. ! 8
‰

%

Bgns. ! (# % (#
‰

% (# % $…
‰

$̂ $̂ $̂

Bgns. ! $… %
&
) )

Va.

#
*

(#
% (#‰ %

(#
% (#‰ %

Va. *
(#

% (#‰ %
(#

% $…
‰

%

Va. *
&
$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$‰$$$

slowly move bow towards bridge
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

Vc. + 8
‰ " $,…" $,…" $,… $…‰

$̂ $̂ $̂ $… $…$…
" $,…" $,…" $,… $…‰

$̂ $̂ $̂ $…

Vc. +

$…$…
" $,…" $,…" $,… $…‰

$̂ $̂ $̂ $… $…$…
" $,…" $,…" $,… $…‰

$̂ $̂ $̂

Vc.

gliss.

+

( (

&

$
%

put down bow

Cb. + 8
‰

%
$…

‰
%

$…

‰
%

Cb. +
$…$…%

$…

‰
% $…$…%

$…

‰ $̂ $̂ $̂

Cb.
gliss.

+
( (

&
)

#
)

&
)
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Vlns.I

33 sul pont.

! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

move bow away from bridge

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
cresc.

nat.

"
‰
" " " " " " " " " " " "

‰

Vlns.I

37

E

#
! "

Marcato (very heavy accents)

" " " " " " " " " " " " " "
‰
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

‰
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.I

41

! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
‰

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
cresc.
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

‰
"

$

" " " " " " " " "‰"‰"‰"‰"‰

Vlns.II ! "
‰

% "
‰

% %
"
‰

"
‰

% "
‰

" "
cresc.

" " " " " " " " "
‰

Vlns.II

#
! " % % &

"
'
‰

" % %
" " % % &

"
'
‰

" % %
"

Vlns.II ! (# &
"
'
‰

(# "
cresc.
(# &

"
'
‰

$
(# "

‰

Bgns. ! "
‰

% "
‰

% %
"
‰

"
‰

% "
‰

% %
"
‰

#

Bgns. ! " % " % %
" " % " % %

"

Bgns. ! (# % (# "
cresc.
(# %

$
(# "

‰

Va.
sul pont.

)
" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

move bow away from bridge
"‰" " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

cresc.

nat.
"‰" " " " " " " " " " "

#

"‰

Va. )
&

#
" " " " "…" " " " "

Va. )
& " " " " "… & " " " " "… & " " " " "… & " " " " "… &

cresc.

" " " " "… & " " " " "… &

$

" " " " "… "‰"‰"‰"‰"‰

Vc.

pizz.

*+

"‰

%
"‰

% %
"‰ "‰

%
"‰

%

Vc.

slap cello body left of Þngerboard

#
+

0

"" "" ""
"

(careful of rings on varnish)

0

"" "" ""
"

 & slap lower three strings on Þngerboard

0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0#

""
0

Vc. +
0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
"

cresc.

0

"" "" ""
" 0

"" "" ""
"

$

0

"" ""

alt. right & left slaps
0‰0‰0‰0‰0‰

Cb. +

pizz.

*

"‰ % "‰ %

Cb.

#
+

"‰ % "‰ % "‰ % "‰ % "‰ % "‰ % " % "‰ "‰

Cb. +
"‰ % "‰ % "‰ % "‰ %

cresc.

"‰ % "‰ %

$

" % "
‰

"
‰
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Vlns.I

45

F

!
" " " " " " "…6 # $ "% "̂ $ "% "‰ " "̂ " " " " " " "…6 # $ "%

Vlns.I

48

! "̂ $ "% "#‰ "‰"̂ " " " " " " "…6 # $ "% "̂ $ "% "‰ " "̂

Vlns.I

51

!
" " " " " " "…6 # $ "% "̂ $ "% "‰ "‰ "‰

G
& $ "%‰ " "

Vlns.II ! # " " "… $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… # " " "… $ " " " " "…

Vlns.II ! $ " " " " "… "‰"‰"‰"‰"‰ $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "…

Vlns.II ! $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… $ " " " " "… "‰"‰"‰"‰"‰ " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Bgns. ! " # " # " #

Bgns. ! " # " # " #

Bgns. ! " # " # " #

Va. ' # " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " slowly move bow towards bridge" " " " " " " " " " " "

Va. ' " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " sul pont." " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Va.

move bow away from bridge

' " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " nat." " " " " " " " "‰"‰"‰"‰"( ‰" " " " " " " " " "… $ "‰" " " "…

Vc. ) $ ""* "" """
0

"" "" """
0

"" "" """
0 # $ ""* "" """

Vc. ) 0

"" "" """
0#

""
0 0

"" "" """
0

"" "" """
0

"" "" """
0

"" "" """

Vc. ) 0

"" "" """
0

"" "" """
0

"" ""
0‰0‰0‰0‰0‰ tap cello shoulder0 0 0 0

Cb. ) " # " # " # " #

Cb. ) " # " " " # " # " # " #

Cb. ) " # " # " # "‰ "‰ "+ " " "
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Vlns.I

54

!
"# "# "$ " " "

" " "…% "U#‰" " "# "# "#$ " " & %"#‰" "

Vlns.I

58

!
"# "# "$ " " "

" " "… % "#‰ " " "# "#

'

"$‰ "‰ "#‰%

Vlns.I

61

H

(
!

" " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.II ! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
slowly move bow towards bridge

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " ") " " "
sul pont.

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

Vlns.II ! " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "
move bow away from bridge

" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "

nat.

" " " " " " "

'

")
‰

"
‰

"
‰

"
‰

"*#
‰%

Vlns.II

(
! "̂ % "#‰%

"
+ % "# "̂

% "
+

" " "̂ "̂ % "#‰%
"
+ % "# "̂

% "
+

"# " "̂

Bgns. ! &# ,

Bgns. ! &# , &# , &# ,

Bgns.

(
! " , " , ,

" " , " , ,
"

Va. -
% " " " " "…%" " " " "… %" " " " "…% "‰" " " "… % " " " " "…" " " " " % " " " " "…%"‰" " " "…

Va. -
% " " " " "… % " " " " "… % " " " " "… % "‰" " " "… % " " " " "…

'
"$‰"‰"‰"‰"#‰%

Va.

(
-

"‰" " " "‰" "‰" "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" "‰" "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " "

Vc.

dim.

.
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

/

0 , ,
pizz.

0
" " , %"#‰" "

Vc. .
"# "# "$ " " " , % "#‰ " " " ,

slap cello body

'

0‰0‰0‰0‰0‰

Vc.

(
.

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0

""
"

""
"

""
"
‰

0#

""
" 0

Cb. . ") " " " ") " " " ") " " " " " " "

Cb. . " " " " " " " " " ,
arco

'
"$
‰

"
+‰%

Cb.

(
. " , " ,

"
, " , " , " ,

"
,

" "
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Vlns.I

65

!
"‰" " " " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" "‰" " " " " "‰" "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰"

#
" gliss. "‰

ff

Vlns.I

69

I
accel. poco a poco

%! && '#'# ( ') ' '' ') ' "" (

Vlns.I

73

! "" "" "" ""
cresc.

"" "" "" (
s") "‰""‰""‰""‰""‰""‰""‰""‰ *") "‰""‰""‰""‰""‰""‰+""‰""‰ ,,

Vlns.II ! "‰ - ".‰ - "/‰ - ".‰ "‰ - "/‰ "‰ " "
‰ "‰ - ".‰ - "/‰ - ".‰ "‰ - "/ "‰ "‰ "

‰

Vlns.II %! "‰" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " " "‰" " " " " " "

Vlns.II ! "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " "
cresc.

"‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " "
s

"‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" *"‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰"‰"‰"‰+"‰"‰"‰"‰,,

Bgns. ! " ( " ( ( " " ( " ( ( "
‰

Bgns. %! & '# ( ' ' ' " (

Bgns. ! " " " "
cresc.

" " " (
s

" " " " " " " " *" " " " " " +" " ,,

Va. 0 "‰" " " "‰" "‰" "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" "‰" "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰" " " "‰"‰"‰"‰") ‰

Va.

%0 " " " " " " "… - " " " " "… - " " " " "… - " " " " "… - " " " " "… - " " " " "… - " " " " "… " " " " "

Va. 0 - " " " " "… - " " " " "…
cresc.

- " " " " "… - " " " " "…
s

"‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰"
*

"‰" "‰" "‰" "‰" "‰"‰"‰"‰
+

"‰"‰"‰"‰,,

Vc. 1 0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """ """
‰

0

""" """
0‰0‰0‰0‰0‰

Vc. 1 %
0 ( 0 ( 0 ( 0# 00

Vc. 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

cresc.

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
s
0‰0 0 0 0 0 0 0

*
0 0 0 0‰0‰0‰0‰

+
0‰0‰0‰0‰,,

Cb. 1 " " " " " " " " " " " " " " "‰ ") ‰

Cb.

%1 & & ' ' ' '

Cb. 1 ' '
cresc.
' ' s '

‰
'
‰

*'
‰

"
‰

+"
‰ ,,
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Vlns.I

77

J Faster
solo

!
" ##

$ $

$=132

%
$
& %

approx.

$
& %

$
& %

$
& %

$
& %

$
& %

$
&

$
'

( $
)
( #(#
‰

!$

‰

$
%

$
& %

$
& %

$
&

Vlns.I

82

" ##
$ $

'
$

‰

$

‰
' '

tutti

v$ (
scratch tone

(
stamp foot

*
8 8

(normal)

+

$‰$ $ $ $…

Vlns.I

86

K

" ##$‰$$$$… $
$‰
•

$‰$$$ $… $‰$$$$… $
$‰
•

$
$‰
•

$‰$$$$… $‰$$$ $… $
$‰
•

$
$‰
•

$
$‰
•

$‰$$$$… $‰$$$$…

Vlns.II " ##$
‰

' %
solo

!
$
&‰

$
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

$ $
‰

'
(

Vlns.II " ##
$

)
( #(#
‰ %

!
$
&‰

$ $ $ $
tutti

v$ (
scratch tone

(
stamp foot

*
8 8

(normal)

+
$
‰

$ $ $ $…

Vlns.II " ##
$ $ $$$

‰
$$ $ $$$ $ $$$

‰
$ $

‰
$$ $ $$$ $ $$$

‰
$$#

‰
$$

‰
$ $ $ $$$ $ $$

Bgns. " ##
$
‰

'

Bgns. " ## '
tutti

v$ ,
stamp foot

*
8 8

Bgns.

+
" ##

$ $ $
‰

$ $ $ $ $
‰

$
‰

$ $ $ $ $
‰

$
‰

$
‰

$ $ $ $

Va.

solo

!
- ##$‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $ ' $‰$ $‰$ $‰$ $‰$

Va. - ##$‰ $ $‰ $ $‰ $ $‰ $ $‰ $‰ ' '
tutti

v
$ ( scratch tone( stamp foot

*
8 8

(normal)

+

$‰$ $ $ $…

Va. - ##$ $ $$$‰$$ $ $$$ $ $$$‰$ $‰$$ $ $$$ $ $$$‰$$#‰$$‰$ $ $ $$$ $ $$

Vc. . ##
0‰ pick up bow

'
solo
arco

!

$ $‰%$/ %$/ %$/ %$/ %$/ %$/ %$/

Vc. . ##
$‰ $‰ ( tutti

v

$ ( scratch tone( stamp foot

*
8 8

Vc.

(normal)

+
. ##$…

‰
$$' $ $ ' $ $ ' $

‰
$ $…

‰
$ $ ' $ $ $…

‰
$
‰$$#

‰
$$…

‰
$…

‰
$$' $$

Cb. . ##$
‰

'
solo

!
$… $… $… $… $… $… $… $… $… $… $… $…

Cb. . ##$… $… $… $…
$
‰

$
‰

(
tutti

v
$ (

scratch tone
(

stamp foot

*
8 8

Cb.

(normal)

+
. ##$…

‰
' $…

‰
' $…

‰
' $…

‰
'

$…

‰
' $…

‰
'

$…

‰
' $…

‰
$…
‰

$…

‰
' $…

‰
'
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Vlns.I

91

! "" #
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

#‰####… #‰####… #
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

#
#‰
•

L

#
#‰
•
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