
 

NORTHERN FORTIES 
NEW MEMBER’S PACK 



1 - Northern Forties: Who are we? 
 

We are a Re-enactment and Living History society based in the North of England and Midlands area.  

Our members come from as far afield as Yorkshire, Lancashire, Merseyside, Staffordshire – as far as 
Northamptonshire, and eastwards as far as Lincolnshire and Norwich – although we also welcome members 
who live further away and want to join us at the events we attend if they don’t mind travelling such distances 
to join us.  

Some of our members have belonged to other similar groups in the past, whilst others are new to this hobby.  
We place great emphasis on being a friendly group – and we are a group for like-minded people who just 
want to turn up at period events, have fun, and go home. 

Unlike some other groups, we are not into having regular meetings outside of events.  Committees…agendas 
........constitutions.  Some of us have been in groups with all of those things before, and all they do is promote 
cliques, taking sides, arguing and endless debates.  As far as we are concerned, there are just three 
important rules: 

1. Have fun 

2. Don’t do anything to bring the group into disrepute 

3. Look at number 1 

We meet up at various 1940s period events around the country, bust mostly in the North and Midlands where 
the bulk of us live.  The type of events we attend are:- 

·  Steam railway weekends 

·  Museums (including airfield museums, country houses, trams) 

·  Organised events (such as by local authorities) 

·  Charity events 

Whilst wearing their uniforms, our members put on displays of weapons and equipment, or 1940s ephemera – 
we call these “static displays”.  Or else, we walk around events, talking to members of the public, riding on 
trains and trams. 

We often meet up with other re-enactment groups whom we get on well with.  These include Allied 
Assortment, Axis Assortment, British Airborne Re-enactment Society (BARS), Northern World War II 
Association, Victorian Westerners and others.  We often work with these groups – for example – some of our 
members choose to help Allied Assortment organise and run a 1940s Fashion Show at some events, whilst at 
other events we work with Allied Assortment, BARS and Northern World War II Association in putting on 
battle re-enactments for the public to watch.   

Our group does not have pyrotechnic-qualified members who organise such battles …..we rely on other 
groups’ expertise for this and join in with them when invited to do so.  However, from late 2008 we did start to 
offer small skirmishes involving a small amount of shooting as a scenario to event organisers. 

We go to 1940’s themed events by invitation.  Our events are usually between Easter and October.  During 
this period, we could be invited to over 20 events.  It is up to members to decide how many events the y 
wish to attend – we don’t force our members to atte nd everything we do .  

Sometimes, however, our group may be paid by event organisers to put on a particular display.  When this 
happens, we do ask as many members as possible to make an effort to turn up and help us out, and we 
share the money out to part cover their expenses including some payment towards their travel costs, and 
costs for those bringing larger amounts of display equipment and vehicles. 



 

2 - Who can join? 
Re-enacting is a fun hobby which all members of the family can enjoy, so we also welcome female members 
and children. Age is not a barrier: our youngest member is currently 4 years old, and we have people who 
have also retired.  

CHILDREN 

Our members have agreed that if young children come along to our events, they cannot be allowed access to 
any military static displays whilst the public are in attendance.  This is because, within the scenarios being 
portrayed, young children would not have been around. 

Also, parents of children (anyone aged 16 or under) must stay with their children at all times and keep them 
under control.  Our members do not want to be treated as temporary involuntary babysitters whilst parents go 
off to look at militaria stalls or other displays at events.  Parents must make their own arrangements for some 
other responsible person to look after their children if they wish to do this.  

We do not have a problem with children being around our campsite after the public have left the venue in the 
evening. 

There are events which we attend, such as steam railway events, which are very suited to young children.  
But in some instances, there may be events – such as private training weekends – which will be unsuitable for 
young children.  

YOUNG PEOPLE AGED 16 to 18 WITHOUT PARENTS ATTENDIN G 

We already have some very eager young people between the ages of 16 and 18 who have joined our group 
without their parents. However, we would advise that our members cannot be expected to deviate large 
distances from their intended routes to and from events to collect young people who do not have parents with 
their own transport and free time to transport them and collect them from events.   

We advise all young people who fit into this age bracket and who cannot get to events without 
parental/family/friend's transport or by using public transport to consider this when thinking about joining us.  
We appreciate your enthusiasm and would be pleased to let you join, but our members cannot operate a taxi 
service if it costs them time and/or money to do so. 

Also, if your 17-18 year old comes with us to events, we expect them to be on their best behaviour.  We will 
not tolerate any silliness including alcohol consumption, smoking or drugs.  If any young person indulges in 
these activities whilst with us, they will be given just one verbal warning to desist – and then expelled from the 
group if they continue. 

RESPECT 

We take our hobby seriously.  We are NOT fancy dressers.  We prefer people to know what they are wearing, 
and to know some detail about what they are displaying.  We want our members to show respect for those 
who actually lived through the war years. 

We therefore expect you to look smart and “within context”.  An example of what we cannot accept is a 20 
year old pony-tailed, facially pierced male wearing an RAF officer’s 1970s tunic, emblazoned with a chest full 
of post-war medals, DPM cargo pants and Nike trainers.  We have seen such a disrespectful sight and similar 
at some events, and if this is you, proper re-enactment is not for you as much as you are not for us. 

In addition, the wearing of such medals on a youth who has no idea what the medals were for is also an insult 
to veterans, who find this practice particularly upsetting and disrespectful. 

COLLECTORS / HISTORIANS --- SOCIALISING 

Whether you are a collector of militaria or 1940s clothing and items, or just have a healthy interest in this 
particular period of history, you will find that being a member of a group like our’s brings you into contact with 
people with similar interests to yourself.  Networking and socialising will become a fun part of the world of re-
enacting which you will discover. 



 

 

 

3 – What can you do with us? 

Our members are primarily collectors of militaria and various WW2 period costume. Not all of us have exactly 
the same interests – we all like to re-enact as something different.  Some do things entirely on their own, 
whilst others get together and a small group of them dress the same as if in a military unit.   

Even though our group has only been in existence since May 2007, we already seem to be developing a 
number of sub-groups and individuals who do the following:- 

�  British Army – some do British Airborne (South Staffs) paras, others do Sherwood Foresters 

�  Royal Marines 

�  Royal Navy 

�  Royal Air Force  

�  Home Guard 

�  American – 101st Airborne 

�  French Resistance 

�  Kampfgeswader 55, a Luftwaffe Bomber Unit (pilots) 

�  17th Luftwaffe Field Division 

�  German Army (Heer/Wehrmacht) – unit as yet to be decided, possibly 21st Panzers 

�  And a range of civilians, including travelling salesmen, Womens Land Army, evacuees, policemen. 

You can choose to re-enact as any of these, and even more than one.  Or you can choose to do something 
totally different.  The choice is your’s. 

All that we ask is that you take some time to learn a little about what it is that you intend to portray, so that 
when at an event, when a member of the public asks you about what you are re-enacting as, you can tell 
them with confidence.  

We even have women fighting alongside us in battles, so no sexism here – even if it did exist in those times! 

HOWEVER, PLEASE NOTE:  With our German unit, our aim is to re-create a small section of the German 
forces that existed during WWII. When portraying Germans, we depict the lives of ordinary soldiers only, and 
we do not promote in any way the Nazi regime.  For this reason we cannot accept SS re-enactors . 
Northern Forties is a totally non political organisation, and will not accept anybody with extreme political 
views. Also, the battles that we take part in are staged and choreographed so as to avoid actual physical 
violence against fellow re-enactors. We are - in fact - a very friendly bunch of people to know!  So if you are 
looking to get involved in a bare-fisted scrap, we suggest you look elsewhere. 

 

DRESSING UP AS OFFICERS & RESPECT OF RANK 

Although we do not want to discourage people who want to dress up as officers, we do prefer that when on a 
parade ground infront of the public, or whilst taking part in a battle re-enactment infront of the public, that 
there is an agreed rank structure which must be obeyed.  In these instances, only re-enactors who have 
earned a rank can take control of other members as part of the role-playing (this rank may have been earned 
either for real in the armed forces, or otherwise by experience working with re-enactors over a period of time).  
It is not fair for people to simply dress up as officers without having earned the respect to do so, and then 
expect everyone wearing a lower rank than themselves to salute them every time they walk past. 

 



PERIOD VEHICLES 

We also particularly welcome people who own period vehicles which they are willing to bring to events to 
display, as long as these are either original, or resemble, vehicles of the 1930s and 1940s.  Some of our 
members own classic cars. 

STATIC DISPLAYS 

From 2008, it became apparent that we need more members to agree to take part in static displays – showing 
off collections of 40s related ephemera.  There are some events, such as steam railways, who now make re-
enactors (and definitely fancy dressers who only do this once or twice a year) pay for entry.  Some members 
join us just to be able to come along to a few events, get in for free, and walk around doing very little.  This is 
not fair on those members who make the effort to put on displays. 

We would therefore ask that you make every effort to 

(a)  either gather enough material of your own to put on a display if asked to do so; or 

(b)  help to add to the collection/display of someone else already in the group; or 

(c)  agree to at least help look after a static display at events, allowing the person who has brought the 
display items some time to go off and look around the rest of the event or even visit the toilet. 

The static displays we have already are: 

·  Luftwaffe pilots 

·  RAF 

·  Royal Navy 

·  American 101st Airborne  

·  French Resistance 

·  British Airborne 

·  Home Guard 

·  Land Army 

·  Period prams and pushchairs (civilian) 

·  Civilian homefront 

 



 

4 – Events 
 

DECIDING WHICH EVENTS TO ATTEND 

We receive many invitations to re-enactment events every year.  Most organisers contact us in advance, whilst 
some will leave it until the last minute.  In some instances, we can be invited to 2 or 3 events each weekend.  Of 
course we cannot attend everything, and neither do we expect you to come to everything. 

Events are usually held between Easter and late October.  Occasionally, some of our members who like taking 
part in battles attend private battles or training weekends – and these may sometimes be in November or 
February. 

Unlike other groups, we will sometimes have members going to more than one event in a weekend.  This is 
because we realise that our members live across a wide geographical area, and sometimes you might find an 
event is nearer to your home than another which is nearer to someone else’s.   

There are some events which our members have been going to for many years, and always like to go to.  
Sometimes we are willing to try out new events.    

Action point: Keep a regular eye on the group’s web site “Events” page where all events are listed and 
updated as soon as information becomes available.  However, bear in mind that sometimes events may 
be taken off the list if it turns out that faciliti es are inadequate or we consider that another event  is more 
suitable to the preferences of members.  

 

NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO ATTEND 

In most cases, Wayne has to notify organisers how many re-enactors will attend events.  Sometimes camping 
space needs to be booked.  In order to do this, Wayne (or the other designated event co-ordinator) needs 
to be informed as soon as possible if you intend to  attend .  We periodically send out “Event Notification 
Forms” for individual events, asking if you wish to attend.  If you fail to respond by the date shown on that form 
for any particular event, we may not be able to get you tickets/travel passes.   

Action point: Please respond to each Event Notifica tion Form before the expiry date shown on the top 
right hand corner of the form. 

 

ESSENTIAL AND VOLUNTARY EVENTS 

Although for most of the events we attend we do not get paid, we will sometimes be invited to events whose 
organiser will offer to pay our organisation a fee.  We have decided to use this money partly to keep the club’s 
membership costs down, but also sometimes to reimburse part of the expenses of those members who turn up 
at the paying event.   

Essential Events  are the larger paying events where, as a group, we must try to provide as many re-enactors 
as possible to put on a good show for the money we will receive.  For these, we ask members to make every 
effort to attend – at the expense of other lesser events if necessary. 

Voluntary Events  are the smaller or non-paying events (or private battles where you may even be expected to 
pay an entrance fee yourself!) where it is up to yourself whether you attend or not depending on your own 
personal circumstances. 

Action point: Please always try to help the group o ut by attending events which are paying us.  We wan t 
to use the monies to the group’s advantage. 

 

FILM & TELEVISION WORK 

Very occasionally we are asked to take part in film/television work.  Requests from companies are sometimes 
made at very short notice, usually involving filming during weekdays.  Expenses only are usually offered.  If you 
are interested in volunteering for potential film and television work, let Mark Craig know at 
markanthonycraig@ntlworld.com . 



 

5 – Uniforms and Clothing 
 

If you have very little experience of 1940s clothing and uniforms, please do not rush out and go on a massive 
spending spree .  Many of us made that mistake when we first started re-enacting, and came to regret doing 
so. 

Re-enacting and collecting militaria can be a very expensive hobby – but it need not be so.  There are places 
where you can buy a pair of trousers for £120 and think you’ve got a bargain, only to be told by someone else 
afterwards that they know where you could have bought them for £30. 

Trust us, it happens!! 

So, before you rush out and buy things, please take time to ask our members for their advice on the best and 
cheapest places to find things for you to wear or display. 

 

MILITARY RE-ENACTING 

If you wish to re-enact as one of the armed forces, you can wear almost whatever you like whilst in a static or in 
an informal display within reason (e.g. we would not approve of 17 year old’s wearing high ranking officers 
uniforms).   

Many uniforms are now available as specially made replicas by a variety of companies.  However, quality does 
vary.  We have seen some of the uniforms made in China and Pakistan …..some of these are okay, but others 
are so poor in quality that they will actually wear out on you very quickly, or tear or discolour.  Our members can 
tell you the best sources of uniforms. 

Military equipment such as webbing is also available as original wartime or post-war items.  Sometimes, over 
eager members mistakenly buy post-war equipment that is not suitable and have to replace it later.  Please be 
aware of this pitfall.  It happens so often! 

EBay can be a blessing or a curse.  It is a very good tool to find and research original equipment and uniforms, 
but always be aware that someone may advertise something as genuine WWII when it actually isn’t.  And for 
German equipment, be aware that post war East German equipment was very different to WWII German stuff. 

Militaria sellers often attend the same events as we do, and often have good bargains on sale. 

Remember – ALWAYS ASK OUR ADVICE BEFORE YOU BUY 

 

BUYING CIVILIAN STUFF 

When you join the group you will find everybody wearing WW2 or 1940’s clothing.  At first this can be very 
daunting but you soon get used to it, and learn to spot what is – or at least looks similar to 1940’s period 
clothing. 

  

LADIES 

If you go to carboots or charity shops you can find a lot of clothes that are the same style those worn in the 
1940s i.e. - dresses, hats, cardigans, handbags, sometimes the occasional fur. It means searching constantly. 
The original, genuine 1940s clothing usually has marked on it CC41. This is the civilian utility clothing made to a 
standard pattern in 1941 and carried on throughout the war. To get hold of this the best way is via the internet. 
EBay has pages of vintage 1940s clothes for sale ie - underwear, dresses, coats, hats, shoes, handbags 
stockings etc, and there are a few specialist suppliers of WW2 civilian clothing.  EBay is also a very useful 
research tool to use just for browsing to find examples of period clothing 

For the larger lady it is easier to get someone to make the dresses for you but make sure they do not use 
modern materials: remember, nylon was only just coming out in the USA in the 40s!! If you have long legs 
ensure that the stockings will be long enough as the originals were only for standard 40s size people. If there 



are any problems ask a member of the groups as everyone is so friendly and we have all been there with trying 
to get 40s style clothing. Once you have made friends you can compare with each other. If you are going as a 
civvie or into uniform then beforehand look in the library / internet / war movies / to ensure you get it all correct. 

  

GENTS 

Virtually the same as above but remember that clothing was rationed so very few men wore double breasted 
suits as there was not the material to make them.  Those who did had purchased them before wartime rationing 
started and the styling is therefore 20s and 30s.   

Another point to remember is that until the late 1930’s men’s braces were rarely seen on middle/upper class 
gentlemen except in their own house as they were classed as underwear – this is why waistcoats and 
sleeveless pullovers had been invented!  Working class men, however, were less concerned with “manners” 
and did wear them without waistcoats – usually if they were particularly busy.  It was the war itself, and 
everyone just getting on with the job that resulted in what many regarded as a “slip in standards” being 
becoming acceptable.  And remember, clip-on braces did not appear until 1953 – so you can only use those 
which buttoned to your trousers!  Don't forget small things like sleeve holders; and watches never contained 
batteries nor had digital numbers!!  And nothing about a 1940’s person bleeped. 

Shirts with fixed collars had appeared in the previous decade – particularly for use on less formal occasions, so 
you don’t always have to wear shirts without them. 

As with women, when going outside of the home, a hat was regarded as a mark of status- particularly for men.  
Working class men invariably wore cloth caps, whilst the middle classes wore trilbys or other. 

 

6 – Website, Newsletters and Forum 
 

When you join our group, you can find out what is happening through our website, occasional newsletters and 
our very own internet forum.  The newsletters are particularly useful in the winter months when we are not 
meeting each other so often, and throughout the year they keep members who have not been able to attend 
many events to stay informed of what is happening within the group. 

We like our members to be proud of their hobby, so we offer a unique “Meet Some Members” area of our 
website.  We can create your own page, and put some of your own words and favourite photographs onto it.  
These can be updated any time  --- simply contact our webmaster, Mark Anthony Craig. 

We usually ask members for a photograph of themselves.  Not only is this used to create your membership 
card, we also put it onto the website gallery.  On the website, we ask you to tell us a bit about yourself: 

�  What is your profession? 

�  What do you re-enact as? 

�  What attracted you to re-enacting in the first place? 

�  How long have you been re-enacting and what is your particular fascination with the 1940s? 

�  What do you like collecting? 

�  Have you had any funny or unfunny moments whilst re-enacting? 

�  What attracted you to the Northern Forties Group? 

�  What advice would you give to anyone else interested in this hobby? 

You can answer these questions, or can choose to say something else – or even nothing at all if you are very 
shy.  Just send your text/answers to markanthonycraig@ntlworld.com 



 

7 – Camping Arrangements 
 

Although some members like to book themselves into local hotels or bed & breakfast accommodation 
(which they must do by themselves), the majority of our group camp at the events we attend.   

Some members have period tents; some have modern tents; and others take caravans with them. You must 
always let Wayne Stokes know if you require camping space or space for a camper van or caravan at the 
events which you agree to attend. 

We usually only attend events where the organisers offer free camping – but very occasionally we may have to 
stay on a private camp site where there is a charge to do so.  

If you have a camper van or caravan with electric supply, it is not always possible to get a site where electric 
hook up is available.  In fact, hook up facilities are often rare at most of the events we go to.  

 

CAMPING IN TENTS 

When mounting a static display at an event, we try to portray a “period camp” with older tents.  Some members 
own their own period tents for this purpose and can sometimes let you sleep in them if there is room.  If you 
arrange to sleep in someone else’s tent, you will be expected to help them erect and dismantle their tent – so 
make sure your arrival and departure times coincide. 

When we have a period camp, anyone who has a modern tent will have to erect it possibly elsewhere on the 
site.  If you choose to sleep in a modern tent next to our period camp, you will only be able to erect it in the 
evening when the public have gone home, and must dismantle or move it before the public arrive the following 
morning. 

At some events where a period camp is not necessary, we all try to camp in the same area.  It makes spending 
the evenings together more fun! 

When quitting the camp, it is everyone’s duty to ensure that no mess is left behind  which will give the 
group a bad reputation. 

Period tents are available from Anchor Supplies, www.anchorsupplies.com  (Nottingham 0115 9864902 or 
Ripley 01773 570137) 
 

TOILET FACILITIES / WASHING FACILITIES 

At most of the events we attend and camp at, portable 
toilets are usually provided if there are no convenient 
friendly pub or railway station toilet facilities nearby.  
Occasionally we have been to events (organised by 
others) where toilet facilities are either late in arriving, or 
do not even appear at all.  This is rare, but it can happen 
– so be prepared!  Washing facilities can also not be 
guaranteed : some places may have access to sinks, or 
even just an outside cold water tap.  Sometimes there 
are no washing facilities available (just portaloos!). 
 

CONDUCT AND APPEARANCE IN CAMP 

Whilst members of the public are visiting, we prefer to 
keep our period camp used on displays looking like it belongs to the 1940’s period.  This means that  

·  modern camping chairs outside must be either disguised or removed; 

·  even during and after mealtimes, avoid leaving modern plastic milk bottles / cartons / crisp bags / 
tin cans / drink cans / etc lying around on the tables or on the grass; 

·  members must wear period clothes  at all times  in and around the camp during visiting times, and 
only change into modern wear when the public have left; 

·  children in the group are not allowed on or around period military camps whilst the public are in 
attendance; 

·  if in a period civilian camp, children should not leave modern toys and other modern artefacts lying 
around.  

TIPS ON HOW TO PREPARE FOR THE 
WORST: 
 

·  Always bring your own toilet paper 
·  Bring large plastic water bottles 

already filled with cold water, incase 
there is no tap water available 

·  If you prefer washing in warm water, 
bring a camping stove to heat your 
own. 

·  Make sure your sleeping bag is warm 
enough for cold nights! 



8 – Battles: Taking Part 
Re-enactment groups like ours take part in staged r ecreated battles at both public shows and 
sometimes at private events where the public do not  attend .   

You do not have to take part in battles: it is purel y choice of the individual whether you would like t o do this or 
not.  These battles are often undertaken with or ag ainst members from other groups.   

At present, Northern Forties does not organise majo r battles at events, but we join other groups who d o this.  
We started doing smaller skirmishes in 2008 involvi ng a small amount of weapons firing.  In 2009 we ex pect to 
be doing more of these. 

 

UNIFORM AND RANK STRUCTURE ON THE BATTLEFIELD  

Although when doing static displays our members can wear almost what they like, if taking part in a battle at either 
public shows or private events, members should try to obtain the uniform of the main units which our group portrays.  In 
the case of British, this is British Airborne (South Staffs); for German it is Heer, 21st Panzers.  We also have an agreed 
rank structure which you must obey.  Both Allied and German units already have agreed their senior officers, so the rest 
of the “teams” must behave as “privates” and carry out instructions/orders as issued to them. 

 

NOTIFICATION OF INTENT TO BATTLE 

Events which have battles will be well advertised to members.  If you intend to take part in a battle you must notify the 
Wayne Stokes well in advance that you wish to do so.  State what weapon you will be using, as sometimes event 
organisers pay for ammunition which Wayne or others will obtain on your behalf.  Therefore, you will need to notify 
Wayne what ammunition you will either be supplying yourself or will require if it is being issued free.  

 

SAFETY BRIEFING  

Whenever taking part in a battle, always ensure that a safety briefing is conducted beforehand and that you are present 
for it.  You should be told where you will start, where you are expected to go and what you are expected to do.  More 
importantly, you should be told where and when any pyrotechnics are to be exploded and where you should not go in 
order to avoid being too close to them.  If ever you miss a safety briefing – or if the event does not have one – you 
should not take part in the battle. 

 

PLAYING THE GAME  

We advise people taking part in battles NOT to behave like gung-ho Hollywood actors, as in real life people rarely 
behaved in a fashion where they charged in, guns ablazing and slaughtered the entire opposition without personally 
barely receiving a scratch.  Most soldiers kept low in order to stay alive.  If it becomes apparent to you that you have 
been shot, simply lie down and keep still until the battle is over (usually signified by a whistle sounding or the shout 
“Resurrect!” or “End-Ex!”).     

 

EMERGENCY WHISTLE 

All members taking part in battles should carry with them a whistle which should be blown in the event of any 
emergency such as a real serious injury.  The sound of the whistle will bring the battle to a halt so that whatever action 
is necessary can be taken.    



 

9 – Weapons: Use of, Hiring, etc 
As historical re-enactors, some of our members who portray military personnel own a variety of firing, blank firing and 
replica weapons.  These are often brought to events to put on display so that members of the public visiting our shows can 
see them.  We encourage our members to learn about the basic weapons which we display, as they are very popular with 
the public who rarely get to see such weapons at close hand and are always eager to ask us questions.  Some of our 
members also take part in drill and living history demonstrations, including battles, carrying and using these weapons. 

 

IF YOU OWN YOUR OWN BLANK FIRING WEAPON  

It is the law to have a shotgun license to fire a shotgun with blanks and a 
firearm certificate to fire a firearm with blanks which you own as an 
individual.  If you already own a license, we will expect you to produce it 
when you join.  We will also expect that you comply with all relevant 
legislation regarding the home storage of your weapons, and that you do not 
own any modified - or engage in any illegal modification of – weapons.  If 
you do this, and are either reported to us or the police, you will be 
immediately expelled from the group. 

 

HIRING OF WEAPONS 

In the past, a weapons hire company used to attend some of our larger 
events, but this is no longer the case.  If you want to take part in any battle 
where we are invited to participate, you will have to supply your own 
weapons. 

 

HANDLING OF WEAPONS AT EVENTS  

1. In order to comply with firearms regulations, you must never hand a weapon (deactivated or not) to any 
member of the public  or allow the public to pick up and handle weapons that are not chained down to a display 
table; 

2. You should never point a weapon  at any member of the public.  This is an offence and you can be prosecuted 
for doing so; 

3. Bladed/edged weapons must never be handed to member s of the public – no exceptions!; 

4. You should always be aware when carrying your weapon  in close proximity to members of the public: for 
example it can be very easy to turn suddenly and swipe a young child, causing injury; 

5. Never discharge a blank firing weapon  in close proximity to members of the public.  Loud bangs can cause ear 
damage to some individuals who will sue you; 

6. When using blank firing weapons in mock battles, always attend the safety briefing  beforehand and heed the 
advice about not discharging weapons too close to other re-enact ors . 

7. During battles, edged or bladed weapons are strictly forbidden  to be used unless approved by the battle 
organiser and strictly choreographed as part of an agreed script.    

WHAT WEAPONS TO GET:  
 
British: 

·  Colt 1911, Enfield or 
Browning HP.GP35 Pistol 

·  Enfield Rifle No 1 MkIII,          
or No 4 MkI 

·  Sten 
·  Patchett (only South Staffs) 
·  Bren 

 
German: 

·  P38 or P08 (Luger) 
·  K98 rifle 
·  MP38 
·  MP40 
·  MG42 



 

10 – Need more information? 
 

 

Some of our re-enactors have been doing this hobby for many years and are very experienced.  If you are 
new to the hobby and want to know more general advice, please contact our New Members Secretary 

Mark Anthony Craig 

Tel: 0151 513 6681 

Email: markanthonycraig@ntlworld.com   

 

 

For other more specific advice: 

 

Events and booking into events/battles:    British forces: 

Wayne Stokes 

Tel: 0161 789 5042 

Email: the.goose@talktalk.net  

 

 

German - Luftwaffe Pilots/Wehrmacht:    Webmaster: 

Mark Anthony Craig 

Tel: 0151 513 6681 

Email: markanthonycraig@ntlworld.com  

 

 

French Resistance: 

Alison French 

Email: aliphil.french@googlemail.com  

 

 

RAF: 

Steve Roberts 

Email: airmailer@hotmail.com   

or Malcolm Tyas 

Tel: 01274 415 909 

Email: maltyas@blueyonder.co.uk  

 

 

Land Army: 

Carol Davis 

Tel: 01943 873 667 

Email: Davis.C@woodhousegrove.co.uk  

 

 

Civilians: 

Alex Parsons 

Email: Panthony576@aol.com  

 


