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EDITORIAL  

You will read within these pages the report of our last flying meeting this 

year which without doubt was the best in terms of weather and turnout.  

We are already planning for 2008 and the return of our legendary ñBrass 

Monkey Rallyò which is being planned for a date in January.  This is an 

event which has, in the past been very popular with the local aviation 

community and can be blessed with excellent (and cold) flying conditions. 

That never seems to deter people and we have often had a good turnout of 

aeroplanes. 

We are planning a total of five events next year with the dates more or less 

the same as this year, hopefully by then we will have more room to park 

aircraft and not have to spin them around all over the place to avoid bad 

ground, pot holes and newly refurbished grass.  This all depends though on 

the progress of reconstruction work which seems to have taken a back seat 

lately, no doubt due to more pressing agricultural commitments. 

2008 is also a very important anniversary year for the airfield.  In 1918, 

ninety years ago the very first permanently based aircraft arrived here from 

the Royal Naval Air Service base at Killingholme.  These were De 

Havilland DH6 Bi-Planes of 248 Sqdn RNAS later becoming an RAF 

squadron and incidentally the first squadron to return in 1940 flying the 

Bristol Blenheim.  

The first aircraft to land at North Coates, did so in 1914 and it was used 

sporadically by 33 Sqdn Royal Flying Corp as a relief landing ground and 

forward operations field for their BE2 and BE 12 aircraft operating out of 

Kirton in Lindsey on convoy patrol work.  

This was taken over by 248 Sqdn who continued this work to become the 

first residents of what was known then as North Coates Fitties.  This is an 

important milestone in the airfields history and we plan to mark it at one of 

next yearôs events as a ñ90 Years of Aviationò celebration.  Just what form 

this will take is too early to say, what we do hope for though is as much 

support as possible, not only from the membership but from the aviation 

fraternity in general. 
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Finally we have only another seven years to go before we can celebrate 

100 years Aviation 1914-2014. Now thereôs a sobering thought.  

Brian  

 
www.northcoatesflyingclub.co.uk  email:-ncfc@ntlworld.com 

Views expressed by the Editor or any contributor to Bloodhound are not necessarily those of the Officers and 

Committee of North Coates Flying Club Limited. 

 

Whilst contributions for inclusion in Bloodhound are welcome, the Editor reserves the right to refuse articles, 

which are deemed offensive or libellous. 

 

 

 

 
Photographs featured this month are a mixture of the Vintage Wings & 

Wheels Fly-In (taken by Alan Petherbridge) and the Autumn Flying 

Meeting (taken by Mike Speakman). 

 

http://www.northcoatesflyingclub.co.uk/
mailto:ncfc@ntlworld.com
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CLUB NEWS 

New Members 
We welcome this month Andy Sessions from Grimsby who is a new 

student with RM Aviation.  Welcome Andy.  

 

Club Rules (Health & Safety)  
At a recent Committee meeting the question of allowing dogs into the 

spectatorôs area was raised as a result of growing complaints to members 

of the public who did not know of the prohibition.  The reason behind the 

ruling was that it was unfair for people to have to risk stepping into 

something unmentionable as a result of careless dog owners, especially in 

an area we like to think of as a picnic area.  Additionally there is also a risk 

of a wayward dog biting someone.  We have no problem with people 

bringing dogs into the car park as long as they remain on a lead and for 

purposes of exercise their deposits are cleaned up.  This is an original rule 

dating back 13 years, however we do concede that better signage is 

required and this is being organised, in the meantime if you have a dog 

please respect this ruling.  

 

Duty Pilot 
We organised a Duty Pilots rosta at the beginning of the year that worked 

reasonably well at the start, however there has been a gradual decline in 

volunteers and as a result this has now fallen on the shoulders of only one 

or two people.  There is now a danger of the rosta being abandoned 

altogether unless we can muster new volunteers.  If you want to have a go 

and you have the correct licence and at the same time improve your skills 

then have a word with Mike 

Speakman please!!! 

 

Roy Hemsworth Shield 
The recipients of the award for this 

year were rather belatedly awarded 

to the FLY UK team for their 

efforts in participating in this 

annual event. Shaun Maxwell 
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(Max) was presented with the shield on behalf of the team and briefed 

those gathered on the trials and tribulations of the event.   

 

BBQ  
Pete & Peter Crossley have constructed a framework which requires a 

suitable cover to house the BBQ on windy days. This rather innovative 

design is completely collapsible for easy storage and should do away with 

the BBQ blues (Smoke gets in your eyes) apologies to the singer who 

made that a popular tune.  

 

Autumn Flying Meeting 
This was without doubt the most successful event of the year with a total of 

67 aircraft arriving from all points of the compass over the two days, and 

what a variety, from the very old to the ultra brand new and with a 50-50 

mixture of Microlights and Group A.  It was also an event where some of 

us learned a new skill ñcattle rustlingò, more of that later.  We had aircraft 

from Barton and Morecambe in Lancashire, Peterlee and Fishburn óup 

northô, Litchfield and 

Tatenhill in the 

Midlands and the 

majority of local 

airfields in Yorkshire 

and Nottinghamshire 

not to mention the 

scores of farm strips 

up and down the 

country.  For once the 

weather behaved itself 

and this reflected the 

numbers attending, a 

total of 27 on the Saturday, the most popular in terms of interest and size 

being the tiny Mosler Pup which I can best describe as a half scale Piper 

Cub.  This caused quite a lot of interest.  Another aircraft of interest was 

the very first British registered Druine Condor of 1960 something vintage, 

a rare bird these days, curiously another of this type turned up the 

following day.  Another one to get us guessing was the óPioneerô a first 

type visitor to North Coates and a brand new aircraft.  There was also a tail 


