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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

8 January 2007
AGM and Social,
plus some railway related entertainment.

Baker
Street

12 February 2007
"The NRM Search Engine Project"

Richard Taylor, NRM Collections Access
Manager

¢}
Paddi ngt on

Meetings are held in the Conferenc
Room at Marylebone Station. Plea:

12 March 2007
A film evening

with Frank Banfield. enter from the door at the left within th
station entrance gateway. The tal
16 April 2007 commence at 19.00 but there will be

person on the door to let you in frot
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00 and fin
the door locked, please telephone 07
554 9907 There is a voluntary collectic
to help cover the cost - we suggest
donation of around £1 to £2 per heac
tea or coffee included. Meetings usual
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Members video evening.
Note: the date changed from normal
second Monday of the month dueto
Easter Holidays - see item on page 6

Contact Addressesfor South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://www.south.nr mfriends.or g.uk/index.html
(see note on page 7 if unable to access this site)
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU
Telephone 01767 221673
ms.draper@ntlworld.com
Indoor Events Coordinator :
ian.b.harrison@btinternet.com Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Secretary : Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,  Telephone 01767 312576
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS  gableend@argonet.co.uk
Telephone 01494 716684 Outdoor Events Coordinator :
george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Briefing Editor : Chalfont St. Peter, BuckSL9 0BZ
Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens, Tel: 01753 885588
lesbutler@graveldiggers.freeserve.cofu

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road,
Kempshott, Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081
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Vice Presidents - Captain Bill Smith VRD, RNR; Alan Pegler OBE, FRSA

OUTREACH REPORT

Our first event was on7October at the some competition from Bonfire Nigh
Beaconsfield Model Railway Exhibition.which might explain why the Saturda
This was a new venture for us, a smallas reasonably busy but it was very qu
local show in an area we have natn the Sunday and, overall, attendan
previously visited, so giving us exposurseemed a bit lower than last year.

to a new audience. It went well with arwo weeks |ater’ on the TSWG were at
reasonable number of attendees. Royston for another exhibition. Wi
Next weekend saw the stand at theccupied a hall some distance from tl
Farnham model railway exhibition - inentrance, made necessary because

Aldershot!! Yes, it's slightly strange thashow seems to be gradually expandir
the exhibition that used to be at Th®ur location didn't seem to deter tt
Maltings in Farnham has been held ipublic, since we had a steady stream
Aldershot for nearly 10 years now, andlay, including the local mayor. Our onl
we've been there for most of them. Fagroblem was the room temperature - v
the past couple of years our stand hdimished up having to open the window
been by the main entrance - everyone @d in mid-November - global warmin
so busy putting their tickets away opor what!

teIIing the kids to be quiet that we have tThe final event this year was at tr
get them as they leave!! Sales werRational Model Railway show at Warle'

moderate, but a local dealer in picturegn 2d & 3 December - just after the
regularly buys a job-lot of our Turner (continued overleaf)

prints and mini-posters -we're very happy

that he does!! The hosts, the Farnh CONTENTS

Model Railway Society have a superb "N|Outreach Report ...........................
gauge model of Basingstoke in the laiEvening lectures - Phil Marsh ........... :
'60s: it reminds your Chairman of al Dr Jill Murdoch .............. z
those happy hpurs commuting fro AGM advance notice ..........cccceeeuneee. .
Basingstoke station to Waterloo.... If yo . .

fancy being on the stand next year t £hange of dgte to April Meet_mg ....... . ¢
dates are 13 and 14 October 2007. Summer Outing advance notice ........ .
Then east to Colchester orih 4% 5th [NER Office booklet availability .......... 7
November. This meant that there wg©O©ur web Site ..........ccoccviviiiiiiieennnn .
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press date of this edition, so look out foFayre, but we'll see how many of them v
the report next time. can attract to the NRM.

This has not been our only outreach worlverall then a very busy period over tf
We have been present on a number st few months. Next year we intend -
steam specials. Although the promiselave two "base-camps" for stock ar
runs bySrr Lamiel andLord Nelson didn't  stands, one still with George Rutte
materialise due to problems with thavhich will service the south and west «
locomotives, we were on board the run blyondon, and the other with Mel Drape
Green Arrow on 25 November from Phil Brown, servicing the north and eas
Kings Cross to York. Also, thanks to thaVe hope this will provide even mor
assistance of Railway Touring Companflexibility and coverage at events arour
we have been able to join some of theihe region.

runs to York, hauled by 60009nion of At present, events planned include moc
South  Africa and 71000 Duke of railway exhibitions at Biggleswade (Ea:
Gloucester. On 29 December 60009 takesBedfordshire) on 10 February, Abingdon
the route from Kings Cross, and off 9on 39 March, and Alexandra Palace c
from St Albans. The Duke goes from SR4h & 25" March. As always, if you wan
Albans on 18 and from Kings Cross onto lend a hand, and get in free to tl
234, These are, nominally, intended tassociated exhibition, please give Geor
take visitors to the York MichaelmasRutter a ring

LIFE OF A RAILWAY JOURNALIST
OR EDITING

RAILWAY

MAGAZINE

Philip Marsh, Editorial Assistant

Phil joined theRailway Magazine after 33 "short month" (only 30 days). Wha
years working on UK's railways, and havasn't planned is that the editor went ¢
still does three weeks a year with theo Tibet and the rest of the team wi
West Coast Railway Co. servicing thénvolved in getting the special Virgir
Scarborough Spa Express. record-breaker train organised! It is

tribute to the team that they managed
When he spoke to the Group o' 9gcceed in all these tasks. The Virg

October, the November edition had juslyent came out of the blue. The compa
been issued - you will recall this was th lephoned theRailway Magazine office

LNER souvenir edition. When this hadq gee if they would partner the Glasgon
been planned 6 months previously, it Was,sion run.” Initially they were asked t

realised it would be tough to get itgq o t of th ti but
produced during September, which is ae only part of the seating, but as
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TWO PALACES OF BUSINESS

As reported in theReview, GNER have
sponsored the FNRM to produce a histc
of the NER York Headquarters building
This 64-page, soft-bound A4 booklet

lavishly illustrated with colour anc
monochrome  photographs,  showir
contemporary and historic views of th
building, its predecessors, and the peo
associated with it. There are lin
drawings, detailed historic notes ar
architectural descriptions of the building
with a full index. What's astounding is th
to 2006 price - it is free to members! If ordere
via the Friends Office in York, you will
pay £5 postage and packing, but Frien
in the South who attend our lectui
evenings or the outreach stand over 1
next few months, can pick up a copy

person by showing their membersh
card, and so avoid postage costs.

SOUTH OF ENGLAND WEB SITE

Those of you with access to the Internetome of our special product line. Whil
may have been having difficultiesthis situation persists, please access
accessing our group site. The problemseb site either via the link on the mai
started in early September when York H@eb site http://www.nrmfriends.org.uk ¢
took up the work to create the mairsince | host the site on my own web are
FNRM web site separately from theyou can also get there by typing in my fi
Museum's site. This avoids the need wweb address

work through the Museum, and NMSIhttp://Homepage.ntlworld.com/ms.drape
computer services department and $Adex.html

gives a gOOd deal more ﬂEXIb"Ity It wasplease also use the e-mail addres
with this in mind that we had registeredhown on the rear of thiBriefing. This

the generic Internet domain name tproblem is being investigated and normr
http://www.nrmfriends.org.uk a couple ofservice should resume shortly.

years ago. Our site is the "south” sulyegpite these problems in getting to i, ti

domain. Unfortunately, when the maina jtself is fully up to date and include
domain was made live it stopped our suby

d it i his side eff etails of all our events plus back issu
omain from working. This side effeClyt o) the Briefings and other interestin
also meant that the e-mail routing

o Bems. By the time you read this, the

“chairman”, "editor", "secretary” etc, alsqpq1q also be available for download

fail to work. That is a bit unfortunate,q,, version of the Rocket leaflet, whic

since it had already proved useful ifye i pe giving out to older childrer
bringing in a number of e-mail orders fog, - visit the stand.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND NEW YEAR SOCIAL

The AGM takes place on"8January and enclosed slip and return to George Rut
will be held in our normal meeting placeas soon as possible, aaicthe latest by 6t
at Marylebone Station (map overleaf). ASanuary.

usual, we hold the AGM as part of ajembers of the committee serve for
social event with accompanying festivgyeriod of three years following electio
refreshments,  some  railway-relatednd this year Roy Bell and George Rutt
amusements but really an opportunity teome to the end of their term in office
chat amongst friends. Attendance at th@oth are willing to restand for electiol
AGM is free for any member of thepuyt if you wish to put yourself forward
FNRM, wherever they live, but there willplease contact the committee secret:
be a small charge to cover theGeorge). Our constitution specifies

refreshments for the social. This will b@ninimum of six elected members, and v

£6 (the same as the last few years). If yaite able to co-opt people, so don't be ¢
wish to attend, please complete thg coming forward.

CHANGE OF DATE FOR THE APRIL MEETING

As you will know, our evening meetingsmake a note in it! This is also a membe
normally take place on the secondideo evening. So if you have any hon
Monday of each month January-April andideos of interest, please dig them ol
September-November. However, thi€ine film that has been transferred

coming year, 2007, sees Easter Mondagually welcome. We will be able to tak
falling as the second Monday in April. Ineither VHS or DVD and the system in tF
order to avoid any conflict with yourMarylebone Station meeting rooms wi
domestic holiday arrangements, we havge able to project the recordings on to t
rescheduled the meeting to be on th& 1®ig screen. So this will be an ide:
April. When you get your diary, pleaseopportunity to see your recordings in tt

fullest detail possible.

SUMMER OUTING 2007

The time is approaching to makaVNorth Valley Railway on the Sunday
arrangements for the Group summaewith lunch arranged either on the train
outing. We seem to be making a custoin a local hostelry, and some tours arou
of basing this round York every seconthe railway facilities. Being in Bronte
year, and this coming year will be ndand, this also gives some alternatives 1
exception. You may have noted from thany spouses who are not so attracted
Review that 2007 marks the t30 railways. Our events organiser, Le
anniversary of the Friends and to mark tHautler, is  currently investigating
occasion there will be a celebration dinnearrangements, including the possibility «
on the evening of Friday 22June. The hotel accommodation in the Leeds are
following day is the Friends AGM, so wegiving us good access to and from Yor
intend to base our outing around thedeeighley and the South. The detai
two events. The current thinking is tashould be clearer by the time of the AGI
organise a trip along the Keighley ando those attending will get mor
information then.
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turned out, all 400 available seats wemmagazine reported "news" that wi
shapped up within 18 days. TRailway several months prior to the cover dal
Magazine editorial staff of 5 people wereNow, the copy is signed off the day pric
responsible for taking all the bookings byo printing and distribution. Some of th
telephone - a disruptive process whearticles, of course, can be prepared well
trying to concentrate on putting theadvance. An example was the "Granthe
magazine together. However, raisingrash", the idea for which came when tl
£36500 for charity was a great success. son of the station inspector contacted t

_ _ ) magazine with documents taken from tl
Nick Pigott, has been the editor for 13tation at the time of the crash and held
years, the only other full-time staff beinghe family ever since. This material we
the Deputy Editor, Chris Milner, andfollowed up and the article prepared ov
Designer, Paul Bickerdyke. Phil andseveral months of careful research. This
Brepda Brownjohn, thg other editoriah|sg a good example of how the magazi
assistant, are both part-time. has become an authoritative source, |

Duri woical d the offi . _even so, there is still room for readers
uring a typical day, th€ OlliCe TeCRIVES,  ayira information - which several di

50 to 60 e-mails, various press-releas?&lowing the "crash" article and thei

(some of them pretty wacky - like self'Fomments featured in a following editior

cleaning carriage _Ioo seats!) and 3 nother good lead came when a cont:
photographs submitted by post. All 0fy4 them of his encounter with the niec

:Eese rr]eqlljcijreb quickddeFi:rilglions on Whet? Sir William Stanier, the result of whict
tey Stvvoth ﬁ?se ' h : gave;]son;e 'R¥as the article that appeared in tl
0 erstwhile photographers on how 1o g ebruary edition which Phil authored.
past this stage, viz: be selective (only, . .

hil gave us an overview of th

provide your best one or two shots, nqt :
hundreds of them!); give detailed caption ackgrounds Of the regu]ar contributor
all of whom will be familiar names ftc

(location, date, time, train destination) S isinal t th h
include your name and address; and doygY- Surprisingly, some of them ha
adjust the photograph on a computd}eVer visited the magazine offices and t
before sending it. The latter is particularh¢ice doesn't even have a home addr
important in these days of digital or one of them - what a bashful lot the
photography - the magazine designer &€ _ _ _

much better than you at allowing forThe circulation of theRailway Magazine
publication ink tones, and he can de&ontinues to grow. Currently there a
with virtually anything other than drasticaround 13,000 subscribers with a tof
over-exposure or out-of-focus shots circulation including newsagent and sho

providing they are newsworthy. sales of some 33,000 copies per mon
This is 15% up over the last 2 years. T

Publication deadlines are much shortexverage age of the readership is 59, wh
than they used to be. When John Slatartay sound old - except their mai
joined, there was a 6 to 7 week lead timeompetitor has an average reader's age¢
between getting the copy ready an@5. | refuse to disclose what the avera
distributing the finished copy (thatage of our audience was, but we could
explains why the early editions of thewith a bit of new blood!

Briefing N° 44 3 December 2006



ROMANCE AND RAILWAYS
Dr Jill Murdoch

It was another full house, with 19romance? Jill quoted from the Oxfor
members present on fBlovember, when English Dictionary which gives a prett
Jill came to give us a slightly unusual talkvoolly definition. This is nothing new,
based on her research at the Institute efen that English wordsmith Samu
Railway Studies at York University. JillJohnson was concerned over the loose
started by warning that there would bef the word in the 17 Century.

few photographs of trains or engines, b
she still managed to keep the audien
engaged during her fascinating talk.

lIg'erhaps the most relevant application
fe word is when, according to the OEI
it is used "to describe a story, ofte
She commenced with a quote from @volving travel, e.g. the Arthuriar
recent holiday programme by Laurenc8tories.” It is, perhaps, this use that
Llewellyn-Bowen "Train travel in Ireland meant when we talk of the "Romanti
has lost none of its romance. It really feel&rt"” movement of the mid X9 century.

like you are stepping back in time". Sinc®ut this movement was supposed to he
he was at the time travelling in a highbeen established as the communion
tech train, moving at high speed anchan and nature. This implies thi
containing other modern travellers alRailways as new would be despised

going about their ordinary business, thithe Romantic Artists. Wordsworth as
statement when taken at face-value seefiadlower of the movement was known t
totally inaccurate. Yet everyonebe anti-rail, but even he, in 1833, wrote
instinctively understands what he meant. poem describing how railways merged
"romance an&'ith the land as if they had always be«

So, what is meant by art of the countryside. However thi
; wey . .
railways? There are certainly plenty ovieW didn't last and, in 1844, he wrote h

books in the Museum with *romance” inweII—know damning poetic indictment o
the title, but little explanation of why it is gp

romantic. The word gets used in som e Lake District Kendal line. Perhaps ¢

quite surprising settings; Jill quoted fron}> explained if we think of Wordsworth a

. 9> . i !
one passage in a Victorian travel journal2"€ of the early Nimbys!

"The dishonest side of railway travellingThe early Wordsworth views were shar
is not so romantic in England as it idy others. Ralph Waldo Emerson - stat
overseas". Apparently, the writer felt it fathat "When a science is learned in lov
more romantic to be attacked by brigandsnd its powers are willed by love, the
in the East or Red Indians in the Wildvill appear the supplements ar
West, than mere ruffians in a carriage ocontinuation of nature".

| .
mg \?Jgr(lj‘%rsocr:nlz‘;'nlg.?is);tg?c;;]de'nigsgrsfe%erhaps the epitome of this explanation

. P %e famous romantic painting by Turne
railway or travel books - she had com ail, Steam and Speed", produced

across anq interesting monogram in thf‘844 and showing a train on the then-ne
British  Library ~when making her GWR crossing Brunel's flat-arched bridg

ﬁﬁfne;:gge;ng ?gg(ljit "T_ruer;%r;]e?c? ShiS E)Vme%t Maidenhead. Most art critics of th
suppose! y "time hated the painting, both because

concentrated on the industrial rather th
So what does the dictionary tell us aboudlyllic and its novel use of blurrec
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images. But the idea fitted the concept dfravel and adventure are an essen
romance as a journey and determinaticglement of romance. We see this echc
of a quest and it is one of the mosnh recent documentaries, such as those
popular items in the National GalleyPaul Thoroux and Michael Palin. Perha
Incidentally, Jill recommended a close-ughe epitome of this was the original Orie
inspection of the painting because of itExpress, a heritage that the modern-c
amazing detail - far more than you wilreinstatement has capitalised on; and th
see in any reproduction. is no more obvious example of this the

In Victorian writing, the railways, with its Valentine Day journeys, when

their determination to build and operate %ﬁggﬁ;ge 's on hand to “pop th
public service in the face of challengin o : .

opposition, was often compared to th reud associated trains entering tunn
challenges faced by the knights in th@ith sexual connotations. The locke
Arthurian legends. Ruskin was on&Ompartment of a train compartment w.
Victorian worthy to speak of thelso a new experience for Victoria
locomotive in a comparison with a livingladies. At the opposite end of the soci
creature - a view that many of us sharéPectrum, the vision of people crowde
That most Imperial of all Victorian together in 3rd class were consider
writers, Rudyard Kipling, even found timethreatening. Although women travelle

to glorify the railway machine in --Thealone even then, artists Warned.of't
King” of 1894. moral danger to females findin

themselves in a carriage alone with
Even the railway companies themselvegrange male. Abraham Solomon's fir
seem to have been caught up in thigersion of the encounter in a railwa
thinking. As an example, the Southergarriage had to be withdrawn and redra
Railway's "King Arthur" class are thepecause of public opinion. In the origin
most obvious example to cast back to the woman is seen talking intimately t
old romantic stories. It was, however, §oung man, while her father is asleep.
well-thought out bit of promotion, The 1899 song "Oh Mr Porter”, by Mari
hedging its bets for both those custome[S,yq reflected the worries of force:
who yearned for a past golden age, as Welljje/female meetings on trains. The fil
as the modern technology of its state-ofgrief Encounter” also deals witt
the-art locomotive engineering. The 1920§nexpected meetings and is oft
and 1930s posters also draw on scribed as the most romantic film ev

aesthetics of the romantic art, both in UK,54e. It was released in 1947. Argumel
and overseas. still run about whether it promotes or we

Nowadays, it seems that any steam engiagainst illicit romance following the
epitomizes the go|den age- ie. thgisruptions to famlly life cause by WW I
yearning for something that has been losiill ended her talk by pointing out the
Hence the rise of the heritage railwayeven today, despite the interruptions
which, to many represents Britain at itsnobile phones and Internet, a rail journ:
greatest. Yet when the railways werean still be an adventure in a spa
being built in the early 9 century, the outside everyday life. Even recent adve
public were complaining in the press thaby Virgin Trains, which harked back t
Britain had already lost its pre-eminen1930s films, show that romance is aliy
position in the world! and well on the modern railway.
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