FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14 April 2008
'Be SafeMen'!

Making Railway Workers Safe,

1900-1939"
Mike Esbester
Institute of Railway Studies, York

8h September 2008

"Rails to Metro-lantl
Dr Clive Foxell

13" October 2008
"The WensleydaldRailway -
Rebirth of a Rural Railway"
Mr David Gibson,
Wensleydale Railway Association
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Meetings are held in the Conferenc
Room at Marylebone Station. Plea:
enter from the door at the left within th
station entrance gateway. The tal
commence at 19.00 but there will be
person on the door to let you in frot
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00 and fin
the door locked, please telephone 07
554 9907 There is a voluntary collectic
to help cover the cost - we suggest
donation of around £1 to £2 per heac
tea or coffee included. Meetings usual
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://lwww.nrmfriends-south.org.uk/index.html

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road, Kempshott,
Basingstoke, RG22 5PA

Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Note: George is moving soon so if you can't

contact him as above, get in touch with

another committee member who will let you

know the new address

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU
Telephone: 01767 221673
editor@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Indoor Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone: 01767 312576
meetings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Outdoor Events Coordinator :

Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Chalfont St. Peter, BuckSL9 0BZ
Telephone: 01753 885588
outings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
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SUMMER OUTINGS 2008

The Group's main day trip this year wilvisit the private STATFOLD BARN
take place on Saturday f2July. The RAILWAY in Tamworth on Saturday
venue will beAMBERLEY WORKING 20" September. This is a private railwe
MUSEUM which is situated in 36 acresowned by Mr Graham Lee, Chairman i
of grounds in West Sussex just across théd Group Services Ltd and the ne
way from Amberley Railway Station.owners of the Hunslet Engine Compan
This is the Railway Gala Weekend at th&tatfold has fully equipped workshog
Museum and will include several visitingwhere the "new" Hunslet engines a
narrow gauge engines along with moddduilt and then tested on 1% mile of du
railway layouts and preservation displaygjauge line - 2' and 2' 6". This will be
For those who do not know the museunnare opportunity to sample this prival
it covers a wide range of industriesfacility. Again you will need to make you
having a pottery, foundry, forge,own travel arrangements. We need
wheelwrights, printing shop and even arovide them with an indication of th
clay pipe-maker's works. There is anumbers attending so you need to adv
extensive narrow gauge railway line, as of your intention to take part.

vintage bus garage, and displays of cyclgshooking form is enclosed for both trips
and steam road vehicles as well &slease complete and return to Les But
stationary engines. A 120-seat restaurafffetails on rear cover) if you would like t
is on site, so there should be no problegurticipate in either or both of these visit.
in getting refreshments. If you get fed u CONTENTS
with the displays, there is a nature tr )
and a glft Shop and brlc_a_brac Stand f $Ummer OUtIngS ............................... .

e Romance of the London, Chathal
d Dover Railway .........ccccouvvveeeeen. .

Members Slide Evening .................... ..

per person (group rates and the over 6
rates are the same). Members will need
make their own travel arrangements
Amberley is served by Southern Train

from London Victoria - journey time is RM Engines in the South ................ "
around 84 minutes. George has a clear out ............c........ .

We have also received an invitation t orthcoming Events .....oocoviiiiiiininnnnd .
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OUTREACH REPORT

The outreach stand attended the E&2%¥" and 3@ March. This happens to b
Bedfordshire model railway show o9 the print date for this edition of th
February, taking our usual prime spot iBriefing, so you'll need to wait until the
the main hall beside the layoutsnext edition for the report.

Attendance was Significantly up on |asvve are drawing up our p|ans for ever
year, probably because the weather wasy@er the coming year, and trying to get
lot better - quite spring-like really,new locations. If you know of an ever
considering the date. We used this evegiking place in your area where you thir
to try out our new display tables, whichhe stand would be welcome, please
worked well and allowed us to put on @hjl Brown know. We are interested i
good show of our wares. As a result odny events with a transport, preferab
this and the higher attendance, we digijlway, connection, be it a local museu
brisk  business and takings wery library holding a special event, or ol
significantly up on last year. more usual model railway exhibitions
Our next event is the main show in thénything, in fact, which draws families
South East - the London Festival ofvhom we can persuade to take a futt
Model Railways at Alexandra Palace ofrip to the NRM.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM was held on I January at programme which was firming up well
Marylebone Station conference roomsut he noted that we were still awaitin
There was a good turnout with some 2fhe final confirmation of the Museun
people present - including three visitorspeaker for this year's Autumn slc
one of whom had seen the notice in thBetails will be notified later. The
railway press. Our chairman, larconclusion of the formal business was t
Harrison, gave a summary of the grouplection of committee members, two ¢
activities over the past year. Roger Smitlwhom are up for election each year. Tt
our treasurer, distributed draft reports ofear both lan Harrison and Alan Goslir
the financial position - detailing salesvere re-elected onto the committee.

income of over £5000 from the VariOUS’he seasonal refreshments were w
outreach events we had attended duriRgceived by all. Throughout the evenir
the year. The bottom line showed &ere was a running visual display ¢
healthy balance of over £10,000. H@hotographs and videos of the grouj
explained that the results were provisiongictivities and Mel Draper offered to ser
as he was still awaiting the notificationcopies of the DVD of this material t
from York of the interest that has accruednyone who was interested for a nomir
to our saving account. This will be addedontribution of £1 to the group's fund:
to the sums available. Les Butleren copies were ultimately distributed b
described the options which variougnore can be made available if you miss
people had suggested for the summgut. Judging by the continuin
outing, from which those present had gonversation right up to closing time
preference for a visit to Amberleyeveryone enjoyed the evening, as will |

Working Museum (see page 1 for detailsjemonstrated by the photographs in t
Phil Brown described the coming lecturgentre pages.
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passengers at the station. Cuneo ev&he session could have continued mu
managed to include one of his owtonger as several other members h
painting in this work in the form a B.R.brought material. But the clock beat t
poster displayed on the side of a kiosland we were unable to show it. Still the
With all that detail how come | misseds always next year's members' evening
spotting the mouse! look forward to.

NRM ENGINES IN THE SOUTH

It seems that there are plans to bring two of the Collection's locomotives to the Sc
England later in the year. B.R. Standartd”0130liver Cromwelland SR N 777 Sir
Lamielare planned to haul excursion during the Autumn as follows:

70013
11t September Victoria to Bristol and return
14 September London (possibly Waterloo) to Exeter and return
24 September Victoria to Canterbury and Kent circular
30777
11t October  Victoria to Gloucester and return
15" October  Victoria to Stratford and return

The tours are being organised by Steam Dreams so either contact them by telepl
01483 209888, or visit their web site at http://www.steamdreams.com. We ha
other information at this stage but will try to keep you informed as plans develof
are also exploring whether it will be possible to have a FNRM outreach presen
board and, if so, will be seeking volunteers to man it.

GEORGE HAS A CLEAR OUT!

As you may have heard, George Rutter is moving house and the sort out has un
some good-quality surplus clothing. This was purchased for the Group several
ago as stock for the production of FNRM-badged items. The badging was
applied, so these items are still in original condition. George will bring them to the
evening meeting where you can have one in return for a donation to the group fu
£6 per item - or if you can't wait, or are not going to the April meeting, contact Ge
by phone and he will mail it to you, for an extra £1. The items available are:

Colour Size Description

Blue Medium  Heavy cotton shirt with black inset to neck
Blue Large Sweatshirt

Maroon Small V neck pullover

Blue Small V neck pullover

Maroon Large V neck pullover (Needs a darn but OK for working in - reduc

donation considered)
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MEMBERS' PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING

Around 16 members were present for thRoger's final shot was of NL247, while
members' photographic evening on"10in Bill Smith's ownership, when it rar
March. We were well provided withalong the now-closed St Albans Abbey
offerings which came in a variety ofHatfield line on1¥June 1961.

digital and traditional forms. Bill Kay Martin Sixsmith followed with traditional
commenced the evening by providing 85mm slides showing scenes on Lond
USB stick with digital photographs of hisTransport taken in the 1970s during tl
recent visit to the Santiago Railwayast period of steam haulage for worl
Museum in Chile. While nowhere near thgain. He managed to capture the train
size of the NRM, it had the distinctvarious points on the Metropolitan line
advantage of a much kinder climate - alhcluding in Moorgate station before
the displays were outdoors and it rarelyas rebuilt as a dark dungeon. Mart
rains. The preserved steam locos angok great delight in showing a shot «
carriages are all static but made a pleasank, then-new, replacement diesel whi
display in the floral surroundings. had failed at the throat out of Bostc
Roy Bell then provided a CD on which hévlanor depot, resulting in disrupted rusl
had images scanned from his old bladkour evening services on the Piccadil
and white photographs of the early B.R.ine. This happened just after "th
period taken around 1948. The shot®ianagement” had  justified th
covered Camden, Paddington, Stratfordeplacement diesels as being more relia
and Peterborough. At the latter we sathan the old-fashioned steam engines!
both the East and North stations, with Mark Evans then brought us back -
recently out-shopped A2 at the latter in giodern times, albeit with traditiona
very early B.R. livery. Roy then jumped3smm slides, to show how the rece
to 1966, but still at Peterborough North teailway franchise changes have led to t
show N 4472Flying Scotsmarmn one of demise of some well known TOC liverie:
its famous railtours. Roy then showe@ie included shots from all over th
some modern images, the first ones take@untry looking at the likes of Virgin
at the NRM of the Post OfficeCross-Country, "One", WAGN,
underground train, and a comparison shghameslink, Northern and the mucl
of the Chinese loco besidévening Star |amented GNER. It was quite amazir
and the final ones showirigocketand the how much has changed in such a sh
Beattie Well Tank at Quainton Roadperiod of time - and even more amazing
during last year's Spring Bank Holiday. the money that must have been sunk in
Roger Smith had a selection of 5@hat vinyl and paint!

digitised black and white photographsan Harrison rounded off the evening, t
originally taken with a 35mm Iiford special dispensation, with a DVD c
Sportsman camera during 1959-1962moving photographs”. This was of th
This covered locos at work on theN\RM's Cuneo painting of Waterloo -
Midland and East Coast mainlines, thgirge piece of art but with exquisite deta
latter including one of the prototypejan's video, which essentially was of clo:
Deltic, together with shots on theyp extracts of the painting, showed sor
Liverpool Street line. Four photographs off the well known dignitaries whict
the open day at Marylebone included onguneo  incorporated as  ordinal
of the short-lived gas turbine engine GT3.
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THE ROMANCE OF STEAM ON
THE LONDON, CHATHAM & DOVER RAILWAY

On 11 February, we welcomed Alanin verse. We then took a much closer lo
Postlethwaite, author of several bookat each in turn. Alan explained th
about steam on the Southern Railwagignificance of aspects of the verse as
Alan took his photographs mainlyrelated to the photograph. The audien
between 1958 and 1961 using were also invited to expand on the
Voitlander 2¥4" square-format camera. lknowledge of the scenes, several bei
those days he was somewhat limited in hfamiliar with the localities. The
ability properly to process the shots, witiphotographic journey started at Londc
the result that some 1200 negatives we¥éctoria and took in Herne Hill,
stored in his loft for many years.Sydenham Hill, Maidstone, Chathan
However, retirement day finally dawnedFaversham, Margate, Ramsgai
and Alan started the mammoth task dfanterbury, and Dover. The audien:
carefully printing what, by then, wasdwelled on the shot of the old Ludga
valuable archive material. He isHill looking towards Holborn Viaduct,
determined that the photographs reach skowing the original descent into Sno
wide an audience as possible and this well Tunnel, with the cantileverec
the driving force behind him writing hissignalbox spanning the descending lir
books. Alan also drew on this extensiv@here was some discussion over why tl
photographic library to develop thdine was electrified (third rail, of course
illustrated talk he gave us on the Londomwhen the original Snow Hill line was jus
Chatham and Dover Railway, mossteam hauled. Does anyone have ¢
appropriately in this, the 1%Gnniversary answers?

year of its establishment. All the photographs were beautifull
Alan commenced by giving a brief historycrisp, including some excellent studies
of the development of the companyhe characteristic semaphore signals u:
between its formation in East Kent and iten the line. Such sharpness w
final merger with the South Eastern, tcommendable when one realises that
form the S.E.C.R. in 1899. camera Alan used only had a maximu

We then got the opportunity to see thshutter speed of 1/20®f a second.
images Alan had taken of aspects of tHehe final frame showed the ol
railway as it existed in the 1950s and '608lackfriars Bridge, before the removal ¢
Even at that time, much of theone of the spans, and the whe
infrastructure had remained little alteredinderneath it which served the pool
from the days of the L.C.&D.R. It'sLondon. At that time, the old wagol
sobering to realise that we are now neartyrntable on the riverbank and it
as far in the future from when theassociated hoist, were still extant - at t
photographs were taken, as Alan waspot where tourists now wander to Ta
from the time of the L.C.&D.R. when heModern and The Globe Theatre - ho
took them! times have changes in the intervening
To make the presentation a little differeritears!

from the normal slide show, Alan wentMy thanks to Alan for allowing the
through the sequence of 39 frames twicereproduction of one of his photographs
the first time with a commentary writtenthis edition of theBriefing - see overleaf.
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Left: Alan Postlethwaite's study of Ludgate Hill with the line down to Snow Hill
tunnel on the left and Holborn Viaduct station in the distance on the right

Tucking into the refreshments at the AGM and NewYear's Social bddrbiary

| s oo rie
w Mmool
Ranwmn
Musgiv

The outreach stand at Biggleswade Model Railway SHoe®bruary
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