
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
 

 14th April 2008
'Be Safe Men'! 

Making Railway Workers Safe,
1900-1939" 
Mike Esbester

Institute of Railway Studies, York

8th September 2008
"Rails to Metro-land"

Dr Clive Foxell

13th October 2008
"The Wensleydale Railway  -
Rebirth of a Rural Railway"

Mr David Gibson, 
Wensleydale Railway Association
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Meetings are held in the Conference
Room at Marylebone Station.  Please
enter from the door at the left within the
station entrance gateway. The talks
commence at 19.00 but there will be a
person on the door to let you in from
18.30.  If you arrive after 19.00 and find
the door locked, please telephone 0771
554 9907  There is a voluntary collection
to help cover the cost - we suggest a
donation of around £1 to £2 per head -
tea or coffee included. Meetings usually
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://www.nrmfriends-south.org.uk/index.html

Chairman :
Ian Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road, Kempshott,
Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Secretary :
George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS 
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Note: George is moving soon so if you can't
contact him as above, get in touch with
another committee member who will let you
know the new address

Briefing Editor :
Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU 
Telephone: 01767 221673
editor@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Indoor Events Coordinator :
Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane, 
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone: 01767 312576
meetings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Outdoor Events Coordinator :
Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Chalfont St. Peter, BucksSL9 0BZ
Telephone: 01753 885588
outings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
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Vice Presidents - Alan Pegler OBE, FRSA; Sir William McAlpine Bt, FRSE, FCIT, FRSA

SUMMER OUTINGS 2008
The Group's main day trip this year will
take place on Saturday 12th July. The
venue will beAMBERLEY WORKING
MUSEUM which is situated in 36 acres
of grounds in West Sussex just across the
way from Amberley Railway Station.
This is the Railway Gala Weekend at the
Museum and will include several visiting
narrow gauge engines along with model
railway layouts and preservation displays.
For those who do not know the museum,
it covers a wide range of industries,
having a pottery, foundry, forge,
wheelwrights, printing shop and even a
clay pipe-maker's works. There is  an
extensive narrow gauge railway line, a
vintage bus garage, and displays of cycles
and steam road vehicles as well as
stationary engines. A 120-seat restaurant
is on site, so there should be no problem
in getting refreshments. If you get fed up
with the displays, there is a nature trail
and a gift shop and bric-a-brac stand for
some retail therapy. So plenty to do for all
tastes. The admission charge will be £8.30
per person (group rates and the over 60s
rates are the same). Members will need to
make their own travel arrangements -
Amberley is served by Southern Trains
from London Victoria - journey time is
around 84 minutes.
We have also received an invitation to

visit the private STATFOLD BARN
RAILWAY  in Tamworth on Saturday
20th September. This is a private railway
owned by Mr Graham Lee, Chairman of
LH Group Services Ltd and the new
owners of the Hunslet Engine Company.
Statfold has fully equipped workshops
where the "new" Hunslet engines are
built and then tested on 1½ mile of dual
gauge line - 2' and 2' 6". This will be a
rare opportunity to sample this private
facility. Again you will need to make your
own travel arrangements. We need to
provide them with an indication of the
numbers attending so you need to advise
us of your intention to take part.
A booking form is enclosed for both trips.
Please complete and return to Les Butler
(details on rear cover) if you would like to
participate in either or both of these visits.
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OUTREACH REPORT
The outreach stand attended the East
Bedfordshire model railway show on 9th

February, taking our usual prime spot in
the main hall beside the layouts.
Attendance was significantly up on last
year, probably because the weather was a
lot better - quite spring-like really,
considering the date. We used this event
to try out our new display tables, which
worked well and allowed us to put on a
good show of our wares. As a result of
this and the higher attendance, we did
brisk business and takings were
significantly up on last year.
Our next event is the main show in the
South East - the London Festival of
Model Railways at Alexandra Palace on

29th and 30th March. This happens to be
the print date for this edition of the
Briefing, so you'll need to wait until the
next edition for the report.
We are drawing up our plans for events
over the coming year, and trying to get to
new locations. If you know of an event
taking place in your area where you think
the stand would be welcome, please let
Phil Brown know. We are interested in
any events with a transport, preferably
railway, connection, be it a local museum
or library holding a special event, or our
more usual model railway exhibitions.
Anything, in fact, which draws families
whom we can persuade to take a future
trip to the NRM.  

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The AGM was held on 14th January at
Marylebone Station conference rooms.
There was a good turnout with some 27
people  present - including three visitors,
one of whom had seen the notice in the
railway press. Our chairman, Ian
Harrison, gave a summary of the group's
activities over the past year. Roger Smith,
our treasurer, distributed draft reports of
the financial position - detailing sales
income of over £5000 from the various
outreach events we had attended during
the year. The bottom line showed a
healthy balance of over £10,000. He
explained that the results were provisional
as he was still awaiting the notification
from York of the interest that has accrued
to our saving account. This will be added
to the sums available. Les Butler
described the options which various
people had suggested for the summer
outing, from which those present had a
preference for a visit to Amberley
Working Museum (see page 1 for details).
Phil Brown described the coming lecture

programme which was firming up well,
but he noted that we were still awaiting
the final confirmation of the Museum
speaker for this year's Autumn slot.
Details will be notified later. The
conclusion of the formal business was the
election of committee members, two of
whom are up for election each year. This
year both Ian Harrison and Alan Gosling
were re-elected onto the committee.
The seasonal refreshments were well
received by all. Throughout the evening
there was a running visual display of
photographs and videos of the group's
activities and Mel Draper offered to send
copies of the DVD of this material to
anyone who was interested for a nominal
contribution of £1 to the group's funds.
Ten copies were ultimately distributed but
more can be made available if you missed
out. Judging by the continuing
conversation right up to closing time,
everyone enjoyed the evening, as will be
demonstrated by the photographs in the
centre pages.
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passengers at the station. Cuneo even
managed to include one of his own
painting in this work in the form a B.R.
poster displayed on the side of a kiosk.
With all that detail how come I missed
spotting the mouse!

The session could have continued much
longer as several other members had
brought material. But the clock beat us
and we were unable to show it. Still there
is always next year's members' evening to
look forward to. 

NRM ENGINES IN THE SOUTH
It seems that there are plans to bring two of the Collection's locomotives to the South of
England later in the year. B.R. Standard No 70013Oliver Cromwell and SR No 777Sir
Lamiel are planned to haul excursion during the Autumn as follows:

70013
11th September Victoria to Bristol and return
14th September London (possibly Waterloo) to Exeter and return
24th September Victoria to Canterbury and Kent circular

30777
11th October Victoria to Gloucester and return
15th October Victoria to Stratford and return

The tours are being organised by Steam Dreams so either contact them by telephone on
01483 209888, or visit their web site at http://www.steamdreams.com. We have no
other information at this stage but will try to keep you informed as plans develop. We
are also exploring whether it will be possible to have a FNRM outreach presence on
board and, if so, will be seeking volunteers to man it.

GEORGE HAS A CLEAR OUT!
As you may have heard, George Rutter is moving house and the sort out has unearthed
some good-quality surplus clothing. This was purchased for the Group several years
ago as stock for the production of FNRM-badged items. The badging was never
applied, so these items are still in original condition. George will bring them to the next
evening meeting where you can have one in return for a donation to the group funds of
£6 per item - or  if you can't wait, or are not going to the April meeting, contact George
by phone and he will mail it to you, for an extra £1. The items available are:

Colour Size Description
Blue Medium Heavy cotton shirt with black inset to neck 
Blue Large Sweatshirt 
Maroon Small V neck pullover 
Blue Small V neck pullover 
Maroon Large V neck pullover  (Needs a darn but OK for working in - reduced

donation considered) 
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MEMBERS'  PHOTOGRAPHIC EVENING
Around 16 members were present for the
members' photographic evening on 10th

March. We were well provided with
offerings which came in a variety of
digital and traditional forms. Bill Kay
commenced the evening by providing a
USB stick with digital photographs of his
recent visit to the Santiago Railway
Museum in Chile. While nowhere near the
size of the NRM, it had the distinct
advantage of a much kinder climate - all
the displays were outdoors and it rarely
rains. The preserved steam locos and
carriages are all static but made a pleasant
display in the floral surroundings.
Roy Bell then provided a CD on which he
had images scanned from his old black
and white photographs of the early B.R.
period taken around 1948. The shots
covered Camden,  Paddington, Stratford,
and Peterborough. At the latter we saw
both the East and North stations, with a
recently out-shopped A2 at  the latter in a
very early B.R. livery. Roy then jumped
to 1966, but still at Peterborough North to
show No 4472Flying Scotsman on one of
its famous railtours. Roy then showed
some modern images, the first ones taken
at the NRM of the Post Office
underground train, and a comparison shot
of the Chinese loco besideEvening Star
and the final ones showingRocket and the
Beattie Well Tank at Quainton Road
during last year's Spring Bank Holiday.
Roger Smith had a selection of 50
digitised black and white photographs
originally taken with a 35mm Ilford
Sportsman camera during 1959-1962.
This covered locos at work on the
Midland and East Coast mainlines, the
latter including one of the prototype
Deltic, together with shots on the
Liverpool Street line. Four photographs of
the open day at Marylebone included one
of the short-lived gas turbine engine GT3.

Roger's final shot was of No 1247, while
in Bill Smith's ownership, when it ran
along the now-closed St Albans Abbey to
Hatfield line on17th June 1961.
Martin Sixsmith followed with traditional
35mm slides showing scenes on London
Transport taken in the 1970s during the
last period of steam haulage for works
train. He managed to capture the train at
various points on the Metropolitan line,
including in Moorgate station before it
was rebuilt as a dark dungeon. Martin
took great delight in showing a shot of
the, then-new, replacement diesel which
had  failed at the throat out of Boston
Manor depot, resulting in disrupted rush-
hour evening services on the Piccadilly
Line. This happened just after "the
management" had justified the
replacement diesels as being more reliable
than the old-fashioned steam engines!
Mark Evans then brought us back to
modern times, albeit with traditional
35mm slides, to show how the recent
railway franchise changes have led to the
demise of some well known TOC liveries.
He included shots from all over the
country looking at the likes of Virgin
Cross-Country, "One", WAGN,
Thameslink, Northern and the much-
lamented GNER. It was quite amazing
how much has changed in such a short
period of time - and even more amazing at
the money that must have been sunk in all
that vinyl and paint!
Ian Harrison rounded off the evening, by
special dispensation, with a DVD of
"moving photographs". This was of the
NRM's Cuneo painting of Waterloo - a
large piece of art but with exquisite detail.
Ian's video, which essentially was of close
up extracts of the painting, showed some
of the well known dignitaries which
Cuneo incorporated as ordinary
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THE ROMANCE OF STEAM ON 
THE LONDON, CHATHAM & DOVER RAILWAY

On 11th February, we welcomed  Alan
Postlethwaite, author of several books
about steam on the Southern Railway.
Alan took his photographs mainly
between 1958 and 1961 using a
Voitlander 2¼" square-format camera. In
those days he was somewhat limited in his
ability properly to process the shots, with
the result that some 1200 negatives were
stored in his loft for many years.
However, retirement day finally dawned,
and Alan started the mammoth task of
carefully printing what, by then, was
valuable archive material. He is
determined that the photographs reach as
wide an audience as possible and this was
the driving force behind him writing his
books. Alan also drew on this extensive
photographic library to develop the
illustrated talk he gave us on the London,
Chatham and Dover Railway, most
appropriately in this, the 150th anniversary
year of its establishment.
Alan commenced by giving a brief history
of the development of the company
between its formation in East Kent and its
final merger with the South Eastern, to
form the S.E.C.R. in 1899.
We then got the opportunity to see the
images Alan had taken of aspects of the
railway as it existed in the 1950s and '60s.
Even at that time, much of the
infrastructure had remained little altered
from the days of the L.C.&D.R. It's
sobering to realise that we are now nearly
as far in the future from when the
photographs were taken, as Alan was
from the time of the L.C.&D.R. when he
took them!
To make the presentation a little different
from the normal slide show, Alan went
through the sequence of 39 frames twice -
the first time with a commentary written

in verse. We then took a much closer look
at each in turn. Alan explained the
significance of aspects of the verse as it
related to the photograph. The audience
were also invited to expand on their
knowledge of the scenes, several being
familiar with the localities. The
photographic journey started at London
Victoria and took in Herne Hill,
Sydenham Hill, Maidstone, Chatham,
Faversham, Margate, Ramsgate,
Canterbury, and Dover. The audience
dwelled on the shot of the old Ludgate
Hill looking towards Holborn Viaduct,
showing the original descent into Snow
Hill Tunnel, with the cantilevered
signalbox spanning the descending line.
There was some discussion over why this
line was electrified (third rail, of course)
when the original Snow Hill line was just
steam hauled. Does anyone have any
answers?
All the photographs were beautifully
crisp, including some excellent studies of
the characteristic semaphore signals used
on the line. Such sharpness was
commendable when one realises that the
camera Alan used only had a maximum
shutter speed of 1/200th of a second.
The final frame showed the old
Blackfriars Bridge, before the removal of
one of the spans, and the wharf
underneath it which served the pool of
London. At that time, the old wagon
turntable on the riverbank and its
associated hoist, were still extant - at the
spot where tourists now wander to Tate
Modern and The Globe Theatre - how
times have changes in the intervening 50
years!
My thanks to Alan for allowing the
reproduction of one of his photographs in
this edition of the Briefing - see overleaf.
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Left: Alan Postlethwaite's study of  Ludgate Hill with the line down to Snow Hill
tunnel on the left and Holborn Viaduct station in the distance on the right

         

Tucking into the refreshments at the AGM and NewYear's Social on 14th January

The outreach stand at Biggleswade Model Railway Show 9th February
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