FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14t January 2008

AGM and Social, plus some
railway related entertainment.

11t February 2008

The Romance of Steam on the
London,Chatham& Dover
Railway
Mr Alan Postlethwaite.

10t Mar ch 2008
Members Slide evening

14t April 2008
'‘Be "Safe" Men'l Making Railway
Workers Safe, 1900-1939
Mike Esbester, IRS York
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Paddi ngt on

Meetings are held in the Conferenc
Room at Marylebone Station. Plea:
enter from the door at the left within th
station entrance gateway. The tal
commence at 19.00 but there will be
person on the door to let you in frot
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00 and fin
the door locked, please telephone 07
554 9907 There is a voluntary collectic
to help cover the cost - we suggest
donation of around £1 to £2 per heac
tea or coffee included. Meetings usual
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Contact Addressesfor South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://www.nr mfriends-south.or g.uk/index.html

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road, Kempshott,
Basingstoke, RG22 5PA

Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU
Telephone: 01767 221673
editor@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Indoor Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone: 01767 312576
meetings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Outdoor Events Coordinator :

Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Chalfont St. Peter, BuckSL9 0BZ
Telephone: 01753 885588
outings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
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AGM AND SOCIAL full weekends and one-day outing

It's coming up to that time of year again/lthough last year you had th

January 1% will see the holding of our CPPOrtunity to partake in both kinds (se
Annual General Meeting which, asP29€ 4 for the second outing report) tt

always, will be accompanied by a Ne oming year will be a single day outing

Years Social with suitably = festive V& have had several suggestions
refreshments and entertainment. suitable destinations - a trip down tt

Normal business at the AGM comprises %ha\r/}iw;f otr; thtehgadglrﬁi)s;ﬁzgvm \\//ve(rjlri)i/ﬁg
review of the Group's activities andMuseum Bluebell Railway, Romne
o o oL Voot 100ethot Wiflyhe & Dymehureh or een Kense

. o Green Cemetery (no, not to plant anyor
as required by our constitution. The tw

committee members whose posts are ut to have a guided tour of the railwe
P YRlated residents there). It's now crun

for .elec'uon are lan Harnson, OUlime and Les Butler, our outdoor even
Chairman, and Alan Gosling - both are

B . co-ordinator, needs a decision.
willing to stand again. If you have any .
further business for the AGM or wish to € Second is an appeal for some he
serve on the committee, please conta&eorge_ Rutter, who has been fi
our secretary George Rutter. oundation of the Group since it

. inception, is about to move house. As
rﬁ;ﬁgg?”&iﬁ; ﬂlllla\lsl\G/IMV\I/ie?ﬁgrn ct)? ‘;’:gyresult, he will no longer bg able to hol
o ' he stock and display equipment for o
they reside in the South East of Englan utreach stand. We need to someone
However, to cover the costs of the -
refreshments, there is a charge of £7 fpr INDEX
participation in the New Years SocialAGM/New Year Social ........ccccceee..... 1
That's the first increase for seven year$sutton Coldfield Rly ..........cccocco....... y
and equivalent to an annual inflation ra Summer Outing 2 - Frimley park ......, .
of 2.2%, for those of an economic out h t
leaning. An attendance form is enclose utreach report ........cccoceeviciieeeeeene, ..

n; H o [4
You might wish to come prepared tB|II Smlth c.ommemoratlve Bench ..... £
discuss some items. The first is théV\RM-Building Our Future
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volunteer to take over. Since we alreadjssue and give us greater ability to rea
have a North-of-London stand sub-groupareas of the region we have not y
in the form of Phil Brown and your covered. Anyone willing to take part il
editor, it would be ideal if someone in theOutreach events is always welcom
south and/or west of London area couldvhether or not able to store equipment.
volunteer both to hold a share of thesp plenty to discuss and, with the ust
stock and service events in that area. Thﬂjod and entertainment, p|enty to e:
would solve both the immediate storagejrink and be merry about.

L ecture Report 8" October 2007
"THE LITTLE ENGINESTHAT WENT TO SLEEP"
Mr John Tidmarsh, Sutton Coldfield Miniatur e Railway

John has worked as a professional railwayighty Atom to the new line in 1909,
engineer for BR, and Dutch Railways, buteplacing it with another engine. Worli
it is the 15" gauge that is his passion an@ar | intervened, the park being used |
in particular, the long-lived vehicles orthe army as a training ground - includin
the Sutton Coldfield Miniature Railway. occasional rides on the miniature railwa
John started with a brief history ofAt this time, Bassett-Lowke's "Miniature
miniature railways, tracing them back tdRailways GB" went into liquidation, bui
the loco"Effie" of 1875 and the Americansomehow Mighty Atom" reappeared in
Cagney locos. However, when Bassetthe guise of Prince of Wales” in 1919 at
Lowke, and his designer Henry Greenly§outhport. In 1929 it moved to Gre:
entered the scene the UK market reallyarmouth where it was rebuilt. That lin
expanded. They built quarter-scale modef4as very innovative and built a petro
of main-line express enginesittle Giant electric railcar, using an Austin 7 engin
of 1905 was the first which, after trials inThe Austin company impressed, usir
Northampton Park, ran for many years dhotos in their publicity and even badge
Blackpool pleasure beach. the carriages with the Austin logo.

At the time Sutton Coldfield was aln 1937, Pat Collins bought the railwa
popular leisure destination for manygquipment from Great Yarmouth an
Birmingham residents. In 1907, the parkelayed it at Sutton Coldfield, opening

management decided to try out &s the "Crystal Palace Railway", name
miniature railway and brought INipper" ~ after the park's 1851-vintage glasshou
a 10v" gauge loco, which provedbased on the Great Exhibition building
conclusively that there was a demand.he line’s layout was much altered frol
During the winter of 1907 the line waghe pre-WWI version and the ride we
relayed with 15" gauge track and a neRwow 3/4 mile long. Then WWII got in the
locomotive "Mighty Atom" was obtained Way and the line became very run dow
to the Bassett-Lowke design. It reopendd 1948 Mr T. J. Hunt bought the railwa
the following year when rides wereand another engine - a larger version
offered to an admiring public at thethe Bassett-Lowke types, calléDouglas

princely sum of 4for the ¥4 mile ride. Clayton" and renamed ftSutton Belle".

Meanwhile Bassett-Lowke was involvedthe park’s fairground prospered after fl
in exports, opening a line at Nancy iwar, and a third engin€\Sutton Flyer"
Eastern France. He arranged to taleined the railway in 1952. At this poin
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will be centre-stage. the Regional Development Agency t

A railtour from London to Edinburgh oninvest in the infrastructure (bridges) t
July Bh & 6t will see, at certain times, allprovide the necessary good site access.
four UK-based Gresley A4s in the NRM Locomotion is currently has 140,00
yard. This will happen when the railtouwisitors pa. [c.f. 60,000 target] but there
stops at York to change engines. a large list of small improvements whic
The York Theatre Royal will have theirare needed, such as the renovation of
annual summer season performing "Theoal drops and stables. A new cent
Railway Children" at the NRM, from targetted at schools in the north east,
mid-July to end August - with real trains! also being considered. This will cost £3I

Key Developments: The Search Enginecapital, but local councils will need tc
opens for business ont4December, COVEr running costs.
providing a drop-in centre, enquirybocomotive Rebuilds. Oliver Cromwell
service, research centre, and exhibitiongad less than 20 years service but has
Only the front of house will be completefaken a lot of time and cash to restore
the rear still needs miles of shelves fillingrunning. Flying Scotsman had a cracked
While search engine will not immediatelyright hand cylinder, and a new cylinder
do anything to improve internet access tgady, but still has to be re-aligned and f
the 2-D collection, it will provide muchin place.Lord Nelson was inspected by
better physical access for researchei§surance engineers and the HSE, anc
with more material digitized in comingin better condition than expected. Tt
years. The Friends may provide voluntedifoblems may be limited to the firebo
research assistants to help with enquiriegfown, and tests are in hand to see fif
This chargeable service will also have thelatively simple repair is possible. Othe
benefit of collating information which canengines on loan includ€ity of Truro,
be retained by the Museum, as well dgeattie Well tank, and Super D. D200
generating funds for the Friends. just back at York for repair but will ther
NRM+ aims to transform the Great Hallg® Out on loanGreen Arrow is about to
the format of which hasn't changed muciaVe its inspection with the aim of a fin
since opening. Andrew recognises th month permit. It is unlikely to run agail
need to balance retaining the "wowfOr &long time as the NRM can't afford t
factor provided by the big exhibits, bufi@ve six big engines in operation. The 1
fewer vehicles will be presented arountf at the Bluebell but needs to b
themed topics - see above. To get the H&fflocated, and the 4F is to leave Buiterl
ready will require £40M for a new singledue to lack of progress on its restoration
entrance (near the wheel), orientatiokommercial Models: The Museum is
area, restaurant, and new displays. ¥&king some joint risks with Backmann t
project brief is targetted for March 2008. commission OO models. The prototyf
NRM occupies 28 of 100 acres ofe€ltic will, hopefully, be the first of a
potential development area, the so-calls¥¢ries of iconic National ~Collectior
"York Central". With its booming local Models. So far 1000 have been sold w
economy, York needs this developmerft'St batch due for delivery in mid
opportunity. Recently, Network Rail, theP&cember.
land owner, has expressed interest PO a fascinating and challenging futui
moving forward, but they still need to geties ahead for the NRM and we wis
Andrew every success.
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BUILDING OUR FUTURE FROM THE PAST
Andrew Scott - Head of the NRM

On 12" November, an audience of 29 wastimulating the latest round.
present as Andrew paid us a welcomgndrew's aims for the NRM to be seen :
visit. Andrew thanked the Group forthe world's leading transport museum. ¢
"putting the word about” in the South an@ompetition comes not only from othe
in return our Chairman, lan Harrisonjnternational railway museums, e.(
gave Andrew a photo of Bill Smith andsacramento, but the "big-boys" museun
engine 1247, which Andrew promised t@uch as the US National Air and Spa
display by the engine at Shildon. Museum. This is a big challenge.

Visitors - The NRM is the most visited Attraction: Even if readers of all railway
museum outside London, with  abougagazines visited, this would still be les
750,000 expected this year. Attendana@an half current attendances. Mo
was lowest in 1994 at 380,000. Last yeangsitors are just ordinary members of tr
launch of the Yorkshire Wheel drove apublic. But feedback suggests that there
increase to 905,000; Railfest had a similgisufficient structure for their visit, jus
effect in 2004. Without these speciabeing left to themselves. Andrew believe
events, as this year, attendance is stea@i¢ NRM must be better at telling th

or dropping. Many people enthuse aboudtory via “themed" museum tours
the museum but haven't visited for mangxamples could be:

years, so we need to attract them with o

something new - after all, there is much Shrinking our world

competition for their attention. Twoe® Trains cars and planes - how
approaches are possible: a series of shortrailways deal with competition
term events, and changes to the cose Tomorrows mobility

display to offer something new. Ar]Immediate Prioritiess The themes will

example of the latter was the 2006 Iaunq‘:j\ke time to develop, but there are ma
.Of the FIylng Scotsman story. Public immediate things to do. Next year will b
investment in UK museums is large €9he Chinese Olympics. The NRM he

recently - Hull - received = £75M andcommissioned Michael Rhodes, alrear

Sheffield £40M, but not in York! Becausean accomplished railway photographer,

O.f itS. healthy economy, York is the onlyseek out examples of the old and ne
city in the North ineligible for grant hinese railway community. He has bex
assistance. Although central governme@ained as an oral history interviewer so |
fur:)ds the NRM, they only cover abou an capture the people and their storis
70% of running costs, so attracting Othefthe resulting exhibition will run from

mcom(?:- gnd is essential. March to Summer and use the Chine
The Vision - The museum needs to bgngine in the Great Hall as its focus.

seen as "the one stop shop” chosen xt year is the 40 anniversary of the

people from all walks of life to help themend of steam on BR. "1968 and all tha
explore the work of the railway. It is ‘

. : ; covering 9 days of the Spring Ban
def|n|tely not just a depos[tory for theHoIidaygwiII tellythe story of l?hisgmajor
relics of the steam age. In this regard, it

Echange. It will be similar to, but not as bi
reasonably successful - the press oft%lg, Railfest, with visiting engines, an

approach the NRM _for background Qs (we are invited)Oliver Cromwell
stories, the re-opening of St. Pancras
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"Prince of Wales' was put into store afteroperated again in UK. So the Cleethorp
over 40 years of service from its originproposal was too good to miss. On
as"Might Atom". Slightly earlier, another everything was agreed, the engines a
petrol loco, based on a GWR railcar, wamlling stock were taken out of store
built for the line, joining the Austin railcar quickly overhauled and packed off to tr
as the "modern-image" traction. At thiRR.H.D.R. for testing. Amazingly, with jus
time, a 2% litre Daimler-engined locoa quick clean of the plugs and a ne
called "Dingo" was briefly tested at thebattery, the petrol-engined railcar start
Sutton Railway but did not stay. Théfirst time out of the box". Indeed it ran s
"Qutton Flyer" achieved fame when itwell, it nearly broke the line speed limit
became the first "foreign" engine to ruhe steam locos also worked perfectl
on the Romney, Hythe and Dymchurclohn was driver of th&Sutton Flyer" at

Railway in 1959. the head of a special two-coach trai

In 1950's heydays, when John was %a_rrying the collected UK miniature:
driver, the Sutton line normally used onlyailway —experts, over the Romne
one engine in steam. However, on budparshes - despite worrying if he had lo
days, both steam engines and the petthle knack, he managed it flawlessly.

vehicles were pushed into service. ThiSo everything was sent off to Cleethorp
could cause some difficulty as all thevhere a new 1% mile long line was buil
line's signals were dummies! TheThe original Sutton track was well past it
technique adopted was to hold one tragell-by date so new rail was obtaine
on departure just outside the station untilowever most of the rest of the Suttc
the second was approaching on the retuiggar was used - the Station building, tl
at which point the departing train wenengine shed (converted to a museum)
off. Meanwhile a third train, in one of theeven the signal box. The later is no
platforms, was loading up. This way thegontrols signals and a level crossing
could handle up to 1,200 passengers a daypre than it did at Sutton Coldfield wher
and over 100,000 passengers in the yedr.was just used as a staff mess roo
The peak season was when the neRlans are in place to extend the railway
station was built in 1957, but the end wafsirther mile past its current terminus
not long in coming - 7 October 1962North Sea Lane. The stock has since pi
when the lease on the land expired. Thasits to other locations, including to th
council made it clear they were unwillingNRM for the Railfest week in 2004
to extend it, so all the stock was packe@urther visits are planned; but one to tl
up, the line lifted and the site vacated. Kirklees railway requires brakes fitting tt
And so things remained for nearly 4dhe passenger rolling stock - at prese
years until Bill Hunt (T.J.'s son) receivedhey have none! (The stock has a Railw
a call from Chris Shaw. Chris had putnspectorate dispensation to run und
together a proposal for National Heritagedrandfather rights” while at Cleethorpes
Lottery funding to build a line in But the key point is that trains ar
Cleethorpes to resurrect the old SuttopPerating again in the same arrangem
operation - and he was successful! T.}iey were 40 years ago - including, whe
and later Bill, had always refused to seflohn and his colleagues pay a visit, wi
the stock piecemeal or to overseas buyefg€ original train crew! Truly a case o

in the hope of seeing it kept together andhe little engines that went to sleep - ar
awoke again"”.
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SUMMER OUTING Il - FRIMLEY LODGE MINIATURE
RAILWAY

Our second outing was to Frimley Lodge
Miniature Railway, Hampshire on %1
August. The Frimley and Ascot
Locomotive Club were hosting a visitors
day - not just for our group, but also
visiting steam locomotives, with some
impressive miniature steam running, such
as a LNER P2 and BR Britannia. We were
made most welcome, being given a
guided tour of the locomotive stabling
sheds and signal system, the latter being a ___
computer-controlled network to monitor
and control the signals and points. We
had freedom to travel behind some of the
engines, over the five eights mile run, on
the mixed gauge (3%2", 5" and 7%4") track.
The layout is an elongated dumbbell with
a length of double-track in the middle. In
a wooded setting adjoining fields, it
provides an interesting ride. The line is
surrounded by a substantial park, where
we enjoyed a leisurely picnic lunch - and
even the sun was shining!

SR Schools Class280907"Dulwich"

The "Engine Shed"

Members of the Group picnic in the park
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OUTREACH REPORT

We are at the end of the Autumn railway exhibition in the country. With
outreach season, having visited Modelno visiting NRM locomotive, we were
Railway Exhibitions at Colchester, away from the centre but nevertheless
Royston, and finishing at NEC (Warley). did good business, showing off, and

Colchester was held at the city's Institute publicising sales of the new prototype
and we were in our usual prominent Deltic model to admiring visitors.
place at the entrance. Unfortunately, So far, next year we have bookings at the
because of major rebuilding work, the Biggleswade show on ¥6February and
exhibition will be relocated next year to a Alexandra Palace on 29 30" March.
much smaller venue and it seemsWith the Museum entering the model
unlikely that we will be able to fit in. railway market, we expect significant
Royston is also one of our regular venuesinterest.
and is popular in the region, even As mentioned under the AGM item on
attracting the local mayor, v_vho was keenpage 1, we are looking for additional
to take away our publicity (the the yolunteers to help in the organisation of
museum needs to watch out for visitorsthe outreach visits. If you can assist,
wearing chains!). Warley is THE model please get in touch with George Rutter or
lan Harrison

COMMEMORATIVE BENCH FOR BILL SMITH

As reported in Briefing 46 and Review NRM outstation at Shildon

119, our past Vice President, Captain Bill Photo: Dorothy Brown
Smith, died earlier this year. As a long-

time supporter of both the FNRM and

our own Group, we believe it appropriate - i Y PR
to mark Bill's association with the & .
Museum and have proposed that a
commemorative bench be located in the
NRM gardens. The bench will carry a

suitable metal plate to describe his links
with the NRM. This idea has been

endorsed by the FNRM Executive

Committee and all we need to do is raise
the necessary money (£1000) to cover
the cost. We are already half way there
after several donations, so if you wish to
contribute, please get in touch with any
member of the committee.

The photograph shows Bill and GNR N

1247, which he bought for preservation
and donated to the National Collection,
at the time of the loco's centenary orf'13
May 1999, when it was located at the
GCR. It is currently at Locomotion, the

December 2007
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