FORTHCOMING EVENTS

8h October 2007
"The little engines that went to
sleep”
Mr John Tidmarsh
Sutton Coldfield Miniature Railway

12t November 2007
"NRM - Building our future
from the past”

Mr Andrew Scott,
Head of the NRM.

14" January 2008

AGM and New Year Social

including seasonal buffet and railway
entertainment
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Meetings are held in the Conferenc
Room at Marylebone Station. Plea:
enter from the door at the left within th
station entrance gateway. The tal
commence at 19.00 but there will be
person on the door to let you in frot
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00 and fin
the door locked, please telephone 07
554 9907 There is a voluntary collectic
to help cover the cost - we suggest
donation of around £1 to £2 per heac
tea or coffee included. Meetings usual
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://lwww.nrmfriends-south.org.uk/index.html

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road, Kempshott,
Basingstoke, RG22 5PA

Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@nrmfriends-south.org.uk

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU
Telephone: 01767 221673
editor@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Indoor Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone: 01767 312576
meetings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
Outdoor Events Coordinator :

Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Chalfont St. Peter, BuckSL9 0BZ
Telephone: 01753 885588
outings@nrmfriends-south.org.uk
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SUMMER OUTING 2007 (PART TWO)

Sunday involved an early start, to arrive announcing to all the passengers w
York station for the 09:00 departure tavere trying to get out that there was :
Manchester Airport stopping at Leeds.amusing incident" taking place and st
This was the start of our exploration ofhen informed us of the problem. St
West Riding. The main line to Leeds wasuggested we all re-take our seats wt
under a possession, so local services weslee locked out the doors on the last t
replaced by buses. However oucoaches, so that she could open the dc
Transpennine service was routed rourmh the one remaining coach in tr
the problem areas. Some of our partglatform. We still had plenty of time tc
were not aware of this and announced atake the connection onto the 10.08

Church Fenton, to the consternation of th&kipton, which deposited us on time

non-Group passengers who were sharitgighley at 10:35. The stock comprised
our coach, that the driver had lost hisew class 385 and was well patronis
way! Female commonsense prevailed throughout.

one of our party asked the ticketAt Keighley we were met by our guide
inspector, and your editor was able tpavid Pearson. David is a long-servir
confirm the answer by pulling out theyolunteer on th&WVR and the Financial
latest edition of Baker's purchased thpirector of FNRM Enterprises. We
previous day at the NRM. However, hetarted our tour at the south end

added further concern to the othekeighley station where David provided t

passengers, by pointing out that we weigith a short history of the origins of th
then travelling on a goods-only route. continued overleaf

Travelling via Castleford and Methley

Junction we arrived at Leeds in thp CONTENTS
opposite direction to the one we expected mmer Outing t&KWVR ........cc..e. il
We were not alone in being confused . .

this point. Our train had a spare 3-car S§WISS Ra!lways TIPS .
at the front but the signalman at LeegEreservation of Electric Traction ....... .
was unaware of this and we were routE:HeW Group Web Site ........eeeeeeeeee. .
into platform 16a which unfortunatelyyOutreach Report ............ccccveeeennne .
was only 3 and a half coaches long. FUNorman Lee
marks to the ticket inspector however, b

Yorthcoming EVENtS ........ocoveveeeeeennnd X
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line, the chronology of Keighley stationlocomotive detached and moved to tl
and its relationship with the Midland andtarriage sheds to couple up to its (late
Great Northern Railways. We thertrain. We boarded our train, hauled by tl
boarded our train for the trip along thd8R standard, for the short trip t
line. We had a reserved compartment iHaworth, arriving at 12:51.

the trailing vehicle of a twin-unit DMU. Here our party divided, some makin
This gave us good views of the line as their way up the hill to Haworth village
made its way up the steeply graded anfgr lunch, the rest following David in ¢
Curving route. A|thOUgh David had dOUbt%our round the running shed ar
about the Iong-term rellablllty of the Unit,Workshops_ One of the roads of tf
it made good progress and soon depositAghning shed was taken up witlt B4092
us at Oxenhope, the end of the line. Thisity of Wells and WD 2-8-0 R90733, the
we learnt was named after a manor houggter having just finished its overhau
about half a mile away, and was onlind the former still having some way f
identified as the terminal when two |Ocab0_ In the old goods ShEd, which no
mill owners split the difference betweerprovides the main workshop, LMS Jint
the locations of their two mills. TheNO 47279 was nearing "running chassi
KWVR took over a fairly derelict site instage, its boiler away for repairs. Dav
1964, but with the injection of millions ofexplained that, although theKWVR
pOUﬂdS and much volunteer work, iWorkshopS can undertake mo
stands as a testimony to what can bgechanical work on their engines, they
achieved. The original station buildingsot have boiler repair facilities. This i
have been restored, the platforms and rupecause their relatively small fleet cann
round extended, and the approach roafitify the investment, so they rely o
laid with authentic stone setts. Th%ontractors for this work.

additions to the original layout are very j,,«t half an hour for a quick lunch in tt

impressive comprising: a shed.holding fish & chip shop (Dutch-owned) a fev
reserve collection of locos, rolling stockSteps outside the station. before \

and small exhibits (which is open to theayneqd 1o photograph the BR stande
public); a carriage shed, capable ij

holdi I the line' X ulling up the gradient into the station. .
olding all the line's running passengely,;icy ook round the well-stocked shop |

Stocll(;h and _g cl?rrlage restora}nol e station building gave the train time -
workshop. David took us on a tour of aly, 510ng to Oxenhope, turn round ai

of these. to provjde a full, behind theeturn to Haworth to pick up our party ¢
scenes insight into the working anq
maintenance of this operating departme

Inside the workshop we were able toho puffer not only served real ale, b

board the GNR inspection saloon which iaave a discount to CAMRA member:
known as the "old gentleman's carrages jjiaply |ubricated, we detrained <

from its starring role in the 1970 filfhe |56\ Despite its period feel, with ston
Railway Children. buildings, oil lamps, stone-sett approa

At the end of the platform weroad and enamel advertising, Dav
photographed our train arriving, doubleexplained that this station is the newest
headed by L&Y Aspinall "A" class N the line, having been relocated, stone
957 (BR N 52044) and LMS 2MT N stone, from Foulridge on the Skipton f
41241. After running round, the L&Y Colne line, in 1989. Needless to say it h

4:21 for the trip to Ingrow. It was at thi
oint that several of our team learnt th
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OUTREACH AND LORD NELSON

On 30" June and st July, the Group's their costs orLord Nelson. As you may
stand was at the Sandy Toy Collectofisave seen in the press, the boiler has r
exhibition. Unlike last year's equivalenexhibited a serious failure. Several of tl
event, the temperature was morfirebox stays have sheared resulting in t
comfortable and we were not inengine being declared unfit to run. Tt
competition with the world football cause of the of the fault is currently beir
matches on the television. Consequentlinvestigated and whilst this is going on
there were a reasonable number o proposed that the loco be moved
families passing through and weYork (by road) for display in the Museur
persuaded a number to pay a visit to ttend secure storage. We do not yet kn
NRM over the school holidays. when and if it can or will be repaired.

However, the majority of our outreachwith the early termination of our stean
events over the summer period have beems we will have to fall back on our mor
with Lord Nelson on various mainline traditional model railway exhibition
excursions. From its return to the mainlineutreach events. The next one that
in March, we have been present on eigbtheduled is on™8and 4' November at
trips, including its return from MineheadColchester, followed by the Roysto
(315t March), London to Bristol (® May event on 17th November. The year w
and 27 June), London to Canterburyend with our major event at the Warle
(16" May), London to Weymouth (9 National Model Railway Exhibition at the
May, 13" June and 1% August) and NEC, Birmingham on % and 2d

Folkestone (18 June). Even though theDecember. Hope to see you at one
hoped-for booklet about the engine in ththese and if you know of simila
FNRM Enterprises series has not yeixhibitions or any event with a sligk
appeared, our sales were in excess @lway or transport connection which w
£1200 over the trips. We have shared tmeight attend please let George Rutt
surplus  with Eastleigh Railwayknow. Any advance notice of "ope
Preservation Society as a contribution tdays” or similar would be particularl

welcome.

NORMAN LEE

Norman Lee, a long time member of théhe equivalent group associated with t
Friends died on # April after a short London Transport Museum. It was thanl
illness. Norman was an active member @b his contacts with the latter that we hi
the South of England Group, and mangome of the lectures on London railwa
members will recall that he regularlyover the last few years. He did not forg
attended our indoor meetings, and helpad either, as he bequeathed his collect
on our outreach stand. He served on tloé railway-related books and video:
committee of the Group from 2000 tavhich we will be selling via the outreac
2005. He had a broad interest in transpastand. We send Joan, his wife wt
studies and was a supporter of both thregularly accompanied Norman on ol
work of the Friends of the NRM and alssummer outings, our condolences.
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Evening meeting 16 September 2007
“THE PRESERVATION OF ELECTRIC TRACTION ”

Mr Peter Staveley, Chairman of the Southern Electric Group

Peter began by outlining the history obut that 33% of route miles are electrifie
electric traction in the UK, beginning with49 % of train movements are und
the Volks Electric Railway alongelectric traction, but only 21% of th
Brighton front in 1883 and slowly NRM'’s vehicles relate to electric tractio
spreading northwards to include théthat may also have something to do wi
Waterloo and City railway in 1898, therelative ages).

Newcastle area in 1904, the district line tpeter discussed the difficulties of electr
Wimbledon in 1905 and the LBSC'spreservation, particularly the desire to |
overhead system to Brighton in 1909%ble to run preserved electric uni
But it wasn't until the major SR somewhere — but where? There are
electrification programme of 1933 thakuitable NR lines available nor are the
serious inroads were made into steafteserved lines willing or able to insta
traction. And just as Sir Edwardelectric equipment. One solution that h
Watkin's “Metro-land” had transformedpeen floated is the Ardingly branch of t
the “Chiltern uplands” of NW London, soBjuebell, but even this is something of
the SR electrification brought newpipedream.

development to the south of the Cityang there have been some disasters
albeit in a different way as the railway,on_preservation: the SR double-decke
were not acting as developers in their oW o initial problems with the 2-BIL a
right. West Worthing; the Liverpool 506 unit:
With the completion of electrification on___ etc.

the West London Line in 1994 .(for.UItimater the problem seems to be th
Eurostar) and the Weymouth extension i9jactric  trains don’t have quite th

1998, the SR system became the largeg{,ling power” of their dirtier, noisier
electrified railway in the world. rivals. One of the great ironies of th
In many ways the system is so successfiflodern railway!

that it is taken for granted. Peter pointed lan Harrison

NEW GROUP WEB SITE

If you have access to the internet you mag your bookmarks. Automatic e-mal
have noticed that the group websiteouting to various members of th
address, as shown on previous editions cbmmittee is also working again meanir
the Briefing, no longer works. This wasyou can click on the link on the page ai
caused by the relocation of the mairmmediately start up an e-mail messac
FNRM web site. The FNRM council hasThe web site has also had a good cle
decided that we should take responsibilitgnd will be regularly updated. So if yo
for our own site, the new address fowant to find out what the group is up t
which is shown on the rear of this editionthe answer is just a (web) click away.
Although it is not drastically differentyou have any difficulties, or find an
from the old one, please make a note offiwlts on the web site, please get in tou
with me. Mel Draper
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won several awards. Just to the Keighleysist the opportunity to go carriage
side of the station building is the oldgroping! Inevitably all this attention tc
goods building, now used by tBahamas detail can only be devoted to the spec
Locomotive Society. It contains a well vehicles but the effort is worthwhile
presented exhibition telling the history ofVithout the Trust, many of these nov
railwvays but its main purpose is tqoriceless exhibits would have been lost
provide locomotive repair facilities forthe nation, most having been rescued
this society. Some of you may know thatarious stages of dilapidation.

they were originally based at Dinting in All too soon it was time to leave, and w
Staffordshire, and moved to Ingrow wheimade our way back to the station just
the lease on their site expired. We hagine to see the L&Y engine make
earlier seen N45596Bahamas, itself, in  spirited run up the grade and into tt
the reserve collection shed at Oxenhopstation with its Oxenhope bound train. W\
awaiting its turn for an overhaul. The locaook the opportunity following its
that is currently the focus of attention igleparture, to go into the station office
LNWR "Coal Tank" N 1054, which is examine a photograph dating from ju
undergoing some extensive fireboyefore the opening of the line. Thi
repairs. Although owned by the Nationashowed Ingrow tunnel under constructic
Trust, the engine is in the care of thand the adjoining chapel suffering
society and is expected to take its plagfysterious, and terminal case ¢
shortly as part of the running fleet on theubsidence. The company initially refust
KWVR. Bahamas will then come down to compensate the congregation for t
for its turn in the workshop. damage to their three-month old buildin
A little further towards Keighley in thebut sense finally prevailed and
station yard is th&intage Carriage Trust replacement chapel was provide
museum. Until now, David was at painglowever, it came at a cost - some £70
to point out that none of the sites we hadhe whole line only cost £75000) and tt
visited were museums, but the VCT site isesignation of the chairman of the chag
registered as a museum and regarded &yngregation and director of the railwe
many as the best collection of passeng@he same person!).

rolling stock outside the NRM. Once weA few minutes later, having exchange tl
were inside it wasn't difficult to see whysingle-line token in Damems Loop, ot
The collection of wooden-bodied 6 wheefrain, hauled once again by°Ni1241,
and bogie stock was impressivelgmerged from Ingrow tunnel to take t
presented, accessible both at ground apeck to Keighley. So with a quick, bt
platform level. The standard of finish wasvell-deserved thank-you to David, w
impeccable. We had the opportunity t@adly had to leave tHéWVR to catch our
tour the adjoining workshop to inspect @mart new EMU back to Leeds. Despi
Bulleid TSO and Metropolitan bogiethe rain showers, it was a very enjoyat
compartment undergoing restoration. Th@ay's visit. The lucky ones in our part
chairman of the VCT explained themade their way south immediately. Tho:
painstaking effort they make to ensurgho stayed over on the Sunday nigl
that the work is done to the highesdtwoke to find the north of Englan
possible standard, inviting us to stroke thiipoded, with no trains south for som
carriage side to feel the standard Qqfme. It was a really memorable summ
preparation - several of our party couldnguting!
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SWITZERLAND - ANOTHER PERSPECTIVE
PHIL BROWN

Extending a town twinning visit toenough for the driver to walk through th
Germany last summer, we continuedingle carriage. The journey along the t
south to Switzerland. The chosen site wad the cliffs above thelLauterbrunnen
south ofInterlakenin Wilderswil, close to valley gave stupendous views of tt
the station which was to be our focus famountains opposite.  Returning to tt
the next 5 days as we used the free trawallley floor on the cable car, there w
facilities of the local Regional Pass. barely time to reach the bus stop befc

. . the buses arrived to take us back
Next morning cloud was forecast with th?_auterbrunnenstation From here. we

risk of rain, so the first day out would be ok the train forWengen The town is

llﬁlt(:rlla?k\:aer:.Eagt]estzltjiz nw\?vié?gevr\l/edpgivr?eé‘&euy’ with magnificent views, but a re:
J ourist trap! A short walk brought us t

Eglziwftifhabﬁr%éﬁsger ;N%/;f_e(iengxg, the cable car for th&lannlichen When
) u uis lenz seen fromMiurren in the morning, this

back. On lakeThunthe PS Blimlisalg ridge had been covered with fresh sno

(Esher Wyss Geneva, 1906) did an, qcoe siill remained when we reach

afternoon cruise, starting and ending i e top. The afternoon coffee was tak

Thun There was plenty of time to CatChé\mid impressive views of th&ernese
it in Interlaken but it was not practical to mountains before taking the gondola cat

take it all the way toThun so we cars to Grund near Grindelwald

disembarked aBpiezto return by train. |
had overlooked the difference in heiggpparently the longest on the world, tf

between the boat landing and the railw. ondolas are automatlcally Fransferr.(
. ; , etween cables at the intermediate stati

station atSpiez a good half hour's walk. |

should have realised this when a transfé&t Grund there were options for the

bus met the boat! return. The short way was to take ti

Wengenernalpbahtrain the one stop tc

On_a.prewous_hollday I hagl been unablérindelwald and then thdnterlakentrain
to fit in the funicular up taviirren Now

I never will since it was being replaced b)t(O Wilderswil. However, the train going
a cable car. To get tMirren it was he long way vieKleine Scheideggame

first. In the timetable this was apparent
necessary (o take the bus to Sieckalp through train toLauterbrunnenbut in
cable car, and get out at its mtermedla%
I

station. The precision of Swiss transpo ct a change of train was needed
: P POR|eine Scheidegg All  day the

\Il_vast rbroel\?:oﬁs n Vtvr?entr ir?IOproac;}'}”QNengenernalpbahhad been running its

auterbrunnen o € tan, as M€ ger trains empty in advance of tt
connecting buses moved out of theléervice train. Now they needed the
parking place. y

t ((jNofte thbusest,_,_ t?e; lief vehicles as everyone came dov
operators were ready for the anticipateg, theJungfraujoch

volume of traffic.) Walking through the
village of Mirrenwe reached the railwayThe high spot of the trip came next ds
to the top of the funicular. One has to b&hen we took the express train Boienz

nippy in getting on the train. At both end$or the steam-powered rack railway up tl
of its route, the train only stopped lond@rienzer Rothorn However, the smar
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way to travel is to take the local trailocomotive. Clearly, control wanted t
running in advance to make certain of dispose of one set!l (The set was still
seat. We obtained almost the last seats Aweisimmen as we came back on th
the coach being propelled by one of theegular EMU.)

superheated coal fired locomotives o handing trai f tandard
1933 - the other coach being propelled b anging trans (fO'T'.S ancdard gauge
a modern (1992), oil-fired locomotive. €€ gauge) aZweisimmen we were

As the time for departure approached, %gleo(ijtresd _tﬁhaessgr?;r;cﬁghgi 'pezgag?;s"l
(dieselengined relief train was sent down P )

from the depot to collect those who Werg\/ f;fatt IS mo_lr_er:] we foun'd ?L,:.r sel\;es In ﬁ:d
clearly not going to get on either of th u he car. h ere V\I/as Ju§h|n|1|ehor cotie
steam powered trains. in the coach, complete with all the norm

Pullman fittings. Careful planning saw
Back from the top, we caught the train ton its return working and back in th
Meiringen the limit of our regional buffet car for another coffee.

passes. First, a single coach train w . .
taken to the far end of thare Gorges for a\sravellmg through thé.gtschbergTunnel
from Interlakensome years ago, we ha

a walk back through the impressive gorg . ;

before catching the train back tg anged trains abpiez only to see the
Meiringen from the other end. Then byc02ch we had left shunted onto the tré
bus to theReichenbachHralls, réached by we were joining. Now, with multiple unil
funicular. Here the fame is built on thestcoecnkérever;;onemh:sn@?(:(;rr]]?n%e trt‘?:gs.tr;
death of Sherlock Holmes in a fight withSIimb é’ w ts th gtlrlm | TShr h
the infamous Professdforiarty. There is ¢ ed up to he tunnel. oug
even a mark to show where the strugg ther side, the trac;k has been doubled &
took place! Shock, horror - the train fro fops down the side of the Rhone valle

Lucerne to Interlaken was running 10 The line was built as a single line, b
minutes late. Nevertheless, the evenin ith bridges and tunnels capable of beil

commuters got home on time as a spec%ntjrigzg dt)o gﬁut?lls rgﬁfﬁ ':)thr?]g tirta\tfvl
train was run. : Y y '

possible to spot the work on th
In 1991 we had travelled tbhenk from Létschbergbase tunnel, which will cut ou
Montreux passing througtGstaad The much of the climb (and the views!). Ou
BerneseRegional Pass made it possible toonnection atSpiez turned out to be &
approach Gstaad from the north. At German ICE set, which had left Berlin i
InterlakenWest station there were speciab.24am (on our seat was thReiseplah
trains arriving from all around for anwith all the connections made by the trai
festival in Interlakenand then disaster -including platform details - UKintercity
the train toZweisimmenwas going to be TOCs please copy.) Back ®ilderswil
20 minutes late! | was just contemplatinghere was just time to catch the last tre
how to use the delay when there was ap the Schynige Platte The views were
announcement that the train was about toagnificent, but there was no time to g
arrive. What appeared was an excursiaut of the train at the top.
set of coaches hauled by a freight
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