FORTHCOMING EVENTS

13h March 2006

European Railways
Alan Walters

10h April 2006
Signalling on the Great Cockcrow
railway
Tony Howker

11 September 2006
The NRM Search Engine Project
Richard Taylor, NRM Collections Access
Manager

9 October 2006
The life of a Railway Journalist /
Editing the Railway Magazine
Philip Marsh, Railway Magazine

Marylebone T TT T T 1
Platforms
¢
Mm_o: Mwo:no:ﬂmm
_\m::<

Melcombe Street

[¢]
Paddington
Meetings are held in the Conference

Room at Marylebone Station. Please
enterfrom the door at the left within the
station entrance gateway. The talks
commenceat 19.00 but there will be a
personon the door to let you in from
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind
the door locked, pleasetelephone0771
5549907 Thereis a voluntarycollection
to help cover the cost - we suggesta
donationof around£1 to £2 per head-
teaor coffee included. Meetingsusually
finish 21.00 and guests are welcome.

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road,
Kempshott, Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens,

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://lwww.south.nrmfriends.org.uk/index.htmi

Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NUJ
Telephone 01767 221673
editor@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Indoor Events Coordinator :
Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone 01767 312576
events@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Outdoor Events Coordinator :
Les Butler, 15, Copthall Corner
Chalfont St. Peter, BuckSL9 0BZ
Tel: 01753 885588
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OUTREACH REPORT

Following our attendanceat the Warley
Exhibition, reportedin the last Briefing,

distributeda gooddealof publicity on the
museum.

our nexteventwasthe EastBedfordshire what is fast becomingour secondmajor

Model Railway Exhibition at
Biggleswadeon 11" February.We had
our now usualstandallocationin the main
hall, meaningthatmostpeoplehadto pass
us on their way on to the stageto seethe
secondgroup of layouts. Attendanceat
the event was up on last year and the

eventof the year,the London Festival of
Railway Modelling, will be held at
Alexandra Palaceon 1st and 2 April.

This s in its seventhyearandpromiseso
be one of the biggestyet, with morethan
200 standsjncluding 40 working layouts.
We expectto havea busytime, sincelast

enthusiasmwas evident by the queues, year it had over 12,000 visitors. If you

which started30 minutesbefore opening
anddidn't disperseuntil about30 minutes
after opening. Our stock of publicity
materialstook a real dive, with many of
the families looking for somethingto do
in the half-term holidays the week after
the exhibition. There were good salesof
NRM/FNRM books along with some of
our own specialist lines, such as the
railway-poster cup coasters.

We then moved to Oxfordshire for the
next event at the Abingdon Model
Railway Exhibition on 4% March. Not
only wasthis a new eventfor us, but the
venuewasa new one for the local model
club, being held in the White Horse
LeisureandTennisCentre.This wasquite
a sizeableexhibition with 25 layouts, 30
trade standsand 9 societies, including
ourselves,at the event. Attendancewas
good, despite the cold weatherand we
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intend to come, Sundayis usually the
quieter of the two days. Advanced
booking is recommended- you get a
discountandfastentry (costis £7.50adult
/ £6.50 Senior Citizens / £3.50 Child).
More details at on the Internet at:
http://lwww.warnersgroup.co.uk/
exhibitions/london

See you there.
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The AGM andNew Year Socialwasheld
on 9" January20 membersattendedThe
formal part of the meeting included a
report from our Chairman, Dr lan
Harrison, summarisingthe activities over

domestic commitments, Norman Lee
steppeddown. The committee has since
met and madesomeslight changego the
allocation of responsibilities. The

Committee is now composed as follows:

the last year. Our Secretary, George Chairman....................... Dr lan Harrison
Rutter, explained that the Group's yjice_chairman................ Alan Gosling
financial situation was health with over S t G eRut

£10,000 held in the main accountand SECTEAMN . eorgeRutter
ready for application to Museum projects.TTEaSUreL..........c.ooivins, RogerSmith
As usual, two committeememberswere ndoorEvents.................. Phil Brown
up for election. This year it was Phil Editor............................ Dr Mel Draper
Brown and Mel Draper, both of whom OutsideEvents....................... LesButler
were re-elected. In addition, the ordinaryMember.................... Roy Bell

constitutionof the groupwasamendedso
the committeeconsistsof a minimumof 6
membersThis allowsthe committeeto be
expandedand we are pleasedthat Les
Butler and Roger Smith have agreedto
serve. At the same time, because of

The seasonalrefreshmentsprovided by
MargaretRutter, were accompaniedy a
video show and a presentation of

photographstaken during the summer
outing to Darlington/York/Shildon. Mel

Draperalsogavea brief demonstratiorof

the re-structured Web site.

MEMBERS' SLIDE EVENING
13 February 2006

There were twenty one attendeedor the
presentation of members slides.

Roy Bell commencedvith a presentation
of the FNRM trip to the Isle Of Man. We

saw examplesof all the systems- the

steamrailway at Port Erin, GroudleGlen,

electric trams at Ramsey, electric and

horsetramsat Douglas,and the Snaefell
Mountain Railway at Laxey. Roy noted
there were originally 9 different systems
with 6 differentgaugesMWe finishedwith

a look at the mines railway museumat

Laxey,the Derby CastleTramworkshops,
and Douglasmuseumwith its early horse
tramcar.

Mark Evans then made a presentation
entitled "rails through the streets". This

was a world tour of tramways starting

with the 1860 tramway at Birkenhead.
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We thenmovedto SanFanciscao look at
the cablecar, originally driven by steam.
In Wales, the Llandudno Great Orme
systemis alsocablehauledbut is more of
a Funicularratherthana cablecar, asis
the Aberystwythone. We thenhada link
with Roy's talk with oM electric trams
No 1 and 2, before moving to Carlton-
Colville museum with its London
Tramway, Liverpool GreenGoddessand
Leedscars.Glasgowhad its tram system
temporarily reinstated for its Garden
Festivalin the mid 1990sbut Blackpool
neverdid say goodbyethem, andneither,
at the other side of the world, did Hong
Kong, which still has British-designed
double deckers.We then looked at US
trams and the PCC - the "standard"US
single-deckramcar.New Orleansstill has
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Lord Nelson-almost there!

After oneof the mostprotractecoverhauls
of recenttime, SR No 850 Lord Nelsonis

virtually back in one piece at Eastleigh.
Threemembersof your Committeewho

are also members of the Eastleigh
Railway PreservatiorSocietyheardabout
recentprogressat the Society’sAGM on

18" February. We havetold you in these
pageson previous occasionsabout the
major problems that were discovered
when the boiler and firebox were lifted

out of the framesfive yearsago. Severe
wastingandcracksled to the construction
of a brand new (copper) firebox,

foundation ring and wrapper, new front

plate and smokeboxand of coursenew
tubesand stays. In fact, it might have
been easierto start again from scratch!
In Januarythe boiler was reunited with

the frames inside the now deserted
Eastleighworks — the final job of the

works cranesbeing to lift into place an

item that cameout of the sameworks in

1926.

When built, 850 was the most powerful

4-6-0in Britain — thoughnot for long, the

GWR'’s Kings wresting back the crown

the following year.

In service, Nelsonswere competentbut

not really much liked. As built they
sufferedfrom indifferentsteamingandthe
long firebox was awkward for many
firemen. Bulleid’s alterationgo Lemaitre
or Kylchap blast arrangements and
changego cylinderandpistondimensions
eventuallyhelped but by thenthe Pacifics
were in full flood and the Nelsonswere
relegated to the second division.

Why was 850 preserved? Certainly the

experienceof building the Nelsonsgave
Maunsell the engineeringoackgroundor

the Schools. The Nelsons have their
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crankssetat 135° giving 8 exhaustbeats
perrevolutionof the wheels— but beyond
that, there’s not much unusual or
particularly meritorious about the
Nelsons Perhapsit was someone’s
favourite engine! However,850 hasnow
returned to its spiritual home and the
ERPSmembersare doing their very best

to turn her out in a mannerwhich befits
the last occupant of that once great works.

It is expectedthat it will take another3
months for 850 to be brought back to
operatingcondition. The new boiler has
been successfully steamed on several
occasionsso the “ticket” clock is now
ticking. Everyonewantsto seeheratthe
head of a train once more.

The plan is to run her in on the West
SomerseRailway — a 36 mile roundtrip!
— and then use her on the main line,
including some “Cathedrals Express”
trains and a spell at York on the
“Scarborough Flyer” alongside Green
Arrow and Sir Lamiel We shall be
looking for volunteersto help man our
sales stand on all these trains.

We are intending that you will havethe
chanceto see850in operationduring her
running in on the West Somerset. Until

the enginereaches morecompletestage,
we cannotgo firm on datesbut mid-June
looks a distinct possibility - seethe article
on page?7 for moredetailsandhow to put
your name down.

We may also be asked by ERPS for
volunteer labour to help preparea new
supportcoachthey are hopingto acquire.
We shall keepyou postedon this, but if
you might be interestedin helping with
the preparation of the support coach,
pleaselet GeorgeRutter or lan Harrison
know.

lan Harrison

7 March 2006



EXCURSION TO EXBURY GARDENS

As you may havereadin the Review the
York Friendsare planning a visit down
south, taking in Didcot and Exbury
Gardens.The visit to Exbury will take
placeon Friday 5" May and promisesto
be somethingspecial. Not only will the
gardens be in full bloom - the
Rhododendronsand Azaleas are prize
specimens- but the owner, Leo de
Rothschild,a life memberof the Friends,
will beon handto give usa guidedtour of
his extensive 12%2" miniature railway.
The railway skirts the existinggardenand
entersthe new Summer_ane Gardenwith
bridges and tunnels giving a tour of
various themed gardens,on through a
wood and back over some Lily Ponds.
Overall, therailway is 1% mileslong and
the journey takes around 20 minutes.
Lunch will be takenat the site and there

will be plenty of opportunity to wander
round and visit the gardens.

Althoughthe coachfrom York picksup at
Didcot on 4" May, this will mean an
overnightstay.We areawarethatmanyof
our Group memberswould prefer just to
makethis a day visit, sowe wantto gauge
interest and investigatealternative ways
for usto getthere.This could involve the
hire of a separate coach with more
convenient pick-up points, a train ride
from London with connectingcoach to
Exbury,or simply sharedcarsdownto the
site from our various homes.

If you are interested pleasegetin touch
with George Rutter, contact details on

page8. Oncewe know the numbers,we

will be ableto give a final price, but the

costof the day'souting is not expectedo

exceed?25,includingentryto thegardens
and lunch.

SUMMER

In additionto the proposedsisit to Exbury
Gardengseeabove)we are now forming
the plansfor this years'Summerouting.
You will recall that last year we had the
trip to York/Darlington/Shildon. This
year,theintentionis to focusonthereturn
of Lord Nelsonto the mainline. Fromthe
article on the next page,you will seethat
the locomotiveis closeto completionof
its major overhauland plans have been
madefor it to havea periodof runningin
on the West Somerset Railway. Our
intention, therefore, for this year's
summeroutingis thatwe makeup a party
to travel behindthe engineduring a one-
day visit to this line while it is there.We
aim to takein someof the otherinterests
at therailway - it hassomethingfor most
enthusiastsplayinghometo the Somerset
& Dorset Trust, the Diesel & Electric
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Group in addition to its GWR "Gauge
Museum" and "Blue Anchor Museum".
The railway also has a major project to
build a locomotive repair and servicing
centreat its junction with the mainline at
Norton Fitzwarren - the first work on
which has already started.

Unfortunately, becausewe do not know
the precisedate when Lord Nelsonwill
arrive at the railway, arrangementsare
going to haveto be madeat shortnotice.
The visit will, most likely, take place
during June and, for planning purposes
we are aiming for Saturday34 June. If
you are interestedin taking part, you
should contact Les Butler (addresson
page8), giving the weekendgluring June
whenyou will be ableto go, andwhether
you would preferto makeyour own way
to Taunton/Bishopd.ydeard,or join in a
shared coach from the London area.
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its PCCs which have resumedrunning
after Hurricane Katrina. The design
permeatedEurope, Belgium picking up
the PCC after the war. In Germany,
Duwag adopted PCC technology and
produceda new, high-techversion from
1960s,andwhichis now foundin Vienna,
and other cities. We then looked at
overhead railways in Chicago, Paris,
London DLR, and the Wuppental
monorail.In the lasttenyears,new"light-
rail'  systems have been built in
Baltimore, Los Angeles, San Diago,
Strasbourg (using York-built trams),
Manchester Metrolink and the West
Midlands. Many usedredundantrailway

station to straggle state boundaries
(Arkansas and Texas). At Fort Worth
"transportation centre" there is a new
combinedbusandtrain interchangeThen
via San Antonio, and El Paso, to
California, where we saw the restored
Pinacate wayside station at Orange
CountryMuseum,andthe changesat San
Diego's stations. Colfax between
Sacramentoand Reno, is now off the
railroadbut is beingrestoredand madea
contrast to Creston, which retains its
original out-of-use station buildings but
just has a shack for the passengers!

Roy Bell closedtheeveningwith alook at
his travelsin Canadaoverthelastdecade.

track combined with some street _\C33_3©./>\m saw various _u—.®m®<<wnwﬁ®m_\3®3©_3®m

The boundarybetweentraditional heavy
rail and light rail systemsis getting
increasinglyblurred, as Mark illustrated
with photographof Switzerland,France
and Germany. Mark showed street
running of steam, diesel and electic at
Nordhausseon the Harzline. In Majorca
thereis evenelectric-locohauledcarriage
running through the street before
departing over the mountains.

The "half-way" GuidedOn-roadVehicle
(GOV), with its overhead current
collection but guided road wheels, may
pointtheway forwardfor some,andMark
showed examples of some systems.

Phil Brown the picked up from Mark's
previoustalk of 2 yearsago, reportedin
Briefing 34, which looked at station
developments. Phil picked up the
developmentsn the USA. We startedat
the subterranearChicago station hidden
under an office bock, but well presented
all the same.But a move to St Louis
station shows the opposite extreme- a
"temporary" bus-typeshelterin place of
the old stationwhich hasbeenconverted
to a shopping mall. Texarkana's
"Tarantula” Station is the only railway
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connectedvith the Royal Hudsontrain at

Squamish.Therewas a link with Mark's
talk when we look at the new elevated
Skytrainin Vancouver.Thenup into the

Rockieswherewe saw the varioustrains
serving Jasperand its preservedsteam
locomotiveat the station. A quick look at

Calgary transit system,saw us return to

the west coastand a visit to Victoria on

Vancouver Island. While it is a lot

smallerthanits Londonnamesakeit does
benefitfrom havingstainedglassoverthe
doors to its passengebuilding. Finally,

Roy describedhis trip to the Canadian
Railway Museum at Montreal which,

unlike York, is difficult to reachby public

transport,being some 30 miles from the
city centre,pastthe endof the metro,and
needinga further busride. WhenRoy got

there, he found there were only 3 other
peoplevisiting! Basically, it is a seriesof

tin sheds.Pride of place goesto the A4

"Dominion of Canada’; but there is a
selectionof Canadian-builtiocomotives.
Another shed holds a collection of

tramcars.Someof the rolling stockis on

display outside but most is in a
dilapidatedcondition. It really showsour
facilities at York are world-class.
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ROCKETDOWN-UNDER

In Briefing 37 we noted that a 7 inch weighs in at nearly 40kgs (that's over six
gauge model of the rebulRocketwas stones in old money) with the boiler full
under construction at Taupo, New of water. John is now turning his thoughts
Zealand. Our contact came about througho building the accompanying carriages.
the Group's web site and contact has bedive already sent him some photographs of
maintained. Progress continues, and the the replicas of the first-class coaches at
builder, Mr John Heald, has recently sentthe museum, and he is now on the lookout
these photographs. The motion has beerfor plans or drawings of the second and
operated on compressed air, the copper third-class types. We should soon see a
boiler is finished and clad with real wood.sight, at least in miniature form, that ;
All that remains is to complete the hasn't been seen for over 180 years - the . g s door
pipework and build the tender. The engineebuilt Rocketat the front of a Liverpool . - ;52
and Manchester train.

Below: Side view including a box of matches to show the scale

Below: Detail view of cylinders and valve
gear
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