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T

o
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w
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a
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r
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T
he life of a R

ailw
ay Journalist / 

E
diting the R

ailw
ay M

agazine 
P

h
ilip

 M
a

rsh
, R

a
ilw

a
y M

a
g

a
zin

e

Baker       Street

M
a
ryle

b
o
n
e
 R

o
a
d

M
e
lco

m
b
e
 S

tre
e
t

Harewood Avenue

B
a

ke
r

Gloucester          Place

S
tre

e
t

P
la

tfo
rm

s
M

a
ryle

b
o

n
e

M
e

lco
m

b
e

 S
tre

e
t

S
ta

tio
n

C
o

n
co

u
rse

T
o

P
a

d
d

in
g

to
n

E
n

try

M
eetings are held in 

the C
onference

R
oom

 at M
arylebone S

tation.  
P

lease
enter from

 the door at the left w
ithin the

station 
entrance gatew

ay. T
he 

talks
com

m
ence at 19.00 but there w

ill 
be a

person on the door to let you in from
18.30.  If you arrive after 19.00 and find
the door locked, please telephone 0771
554 9907  T

here is a voluntary collection
to help cover the cost - w

e suggest a
donation of around £1 to £2 per head -
tea or coffee included. M

eetings usually
finish 21.00 and guests are w

elcom
e.

C
ontact A

ddresses for S
outh of E

ngland G
roup

G
R

O
U

P
 W

E
B

 P
A

G
E

 - http://w
w

w
.south.nrm

friends.org.uk/index.htm
l

C
hairm

an :
Ian H

arrison, 1 K
estrel R

oad,
K

em
pshott, B

asingstoke, R
G

22 5P
A

T
elephone: 01256 326081

chairm
an@

south.nrm
friends.org.uk

S
ecretary :

G
eorge R

utter, 75 U
pper Lodge Lane,

H
azlem

ere, H
igh W

ycom
be, H

P
15 7A

S
 

T
elephone 01494 716684

secretary@
south.nrm

friends.org.uk 
B

riefing E
ditor :

M
el D

raper, 18 S
t M

argarets G
ardens,

B
igglesw

ade, B
edfordshire, S

G
18 8N

U
 

T
elephone 01767 221673

editor@
south.nrm

friends.org.uk
Indoor E

vents C
oordinator :

P
hilip B

row
n, 75 D

ells Lane,
B

igglesw
ade, B

edfordshire, S
G

18 8LH
T

elephone 01767 312576
events@

south.nrm
friends.org.uk

O
utdoor E

vents C
oordinator :

Les B
utler, 15, C

opthall C
orner

C
halfont S

t. P
eter, B

ucksS
L9 0B

Z
T

el: 01753 885588
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T
he F
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N
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V
ice P

residents - C
aptain B

ill S
m

ith V
R

D
, R

N
R

; A
lan P

egler O
B

E
, F

R
S

A

O
U

T
R

E
A

C
H

 R
E

P
O

R
T

F
ollow

ing our attendance at the W
arley

E
xhibition, reported in the last B

riefing,
our next event w

as the E
ast B

edfordshire
M

odel 
R

ailw
ay 

E
xhibition 

at
B

igglesw
ade on 11

th F
ebruary. W

e had
our now

 usual stand allocation in the m
ain

hall, m
eaning that m

ost people had to pass
us on their w

ay on to the stage to see the
second group of layouts. A

ttendance at
the event w

as up on last year and the
enthusiasm

 w
as evident by the queues,

w
hich started 30 m

inutes before opening
and didn't disperse until about 30 m

inutes
after 

opening. O
ur 

stock of 
publicity

m
aterials took a real dive, w

ith m
any of

the fam
ilies looking for som

ething to do
in the half-term

 holidays the w
eek after

the exhibition. T
here w

ere good sales of
N

R
M

/F
N

R
M

 books along w
ith som

e of
our 

ow
n 

specialist lines, such as the
railw

ay-poster cup coasters.
W

e then m
oved to O

xfordshire for the
next 

event 
at 

the 
A

bingdon 
M

odel
R

ailw
ay E

xhibition on 4
th 

M
arch. N

ot
only w

as this a new
 event for us, but the

venue w
as a new

 one for the local m
odel

club, 
being held in 

the W
hite 

H
orse

Leisure and T
ennis C

entre. This w
as quite

a sizeable exhibition w
ith 25 layouts, 30

trade stands and 9 
societies, including

ourselves, at the event. A
ttendance w

as
good, despite the cold w

eather and w
e

distributed a good deal of publicity on the
m

useum
.

W
hat is fast becom

ing our second m
ajor

event of the year, the London F
estival of

R
ailw

ay 
M

odelling, 
w

ill 
be 

held 
at

A
lexandra P

alace on 1
st and 2

nd A
pril.

T
his is in its seventh year and prom

ises to
be one of the biggest yet, w

ith m
ore than

200 stands, including 40 w
orking layouts.

W
e expect to have a busy tim

e, since last
year it had over 12,000 visitors. If 

you
intend to com

e, S
unday is usually the

quieter 
of 

the 
tw

o 
days. 

A
dvanced

booking is 
recom

m
ended - 

you get a
discount and fast entry (cost is £7.50 adult
/ £6.50 S

enior C
itizens / £3.50 C

hild).
M

ore details at on the Internet at:
http://w

w
w

.w
arnersgroup.co.uk/

exhibitions/london
S

ee you there.C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

O
utreach R

eport ............................... 1
A

G
M

 
R
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M
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R
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E
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S
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m
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L
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A
N

N
U

A
L G

E
N

E
R

A
L M

E
E

T
IN

G
T

he A
G

M
 and N

ew
 Y

ear S
ocial w

as held
on 9

th January. 20 m
em

bers attended. The
form

al part of 
the m

eeting included a
report 

from
 

our 
C

hairm
an, D

r 
Ian

H
arrison, sum

m
arising the activities over

the 
last 

year. O
ur 

S
ecretary, G

eorge
R

utter, 
explained 

that 
the 

G
roup's

financial situation w
as health w

ith over
£10,000 held in 

the m
ain account and

ready for application to M
useum

 projects.
A

s usual, tw
o com

m
ittee m

em
bers w

ere
up for 

election. T
his year it 

w
as P

hil
B

row
n and M

el D
raper, both of w

hom
w

ere 
re-elected. 

In 
addition, 

the
constitution of the group w

as am
ended so

the com
m

ittee consists of a
m

in
im

u
m of 6

m
em

bers. This allow
s the com

m
ittee to be

expanded and w
e are pleased that Les

B
utler and R

oger S
m

ith have agreed to
serve. A

t 
the 

sam
e tim

e, 
because of

dom
estic 

com
m

itm
ents, N

orm
an 

Lee
stepped dow

n. T
he com

m
ittee has since

m
et and m

ade som
e slight changes to the

allocation 
of 

responsibilities. 
T

he
C

om
m

ittee is now
 com

posed as follow
s:

C
hairm

an ........................ Dr Ian H
arrison

V
ice-C

hairm
an .................. A

lan G
osling

S
ecretary ............................ George R

utter
T

reasurer .............................. Roger S
m

ith
Indoor E

vents ........................ Phil B
row

n
E

ditor ................................ 
D

r M
el D

raper
O

utside E
vents ......................... Les B

utler
O

rdinary M
em

ber ..................... Roy B
ell

T
he seasonal refreshm

ents, provided by
M

argaret R
utter, w

ere accom
panied by a

video 
show

 
and 

a 
presentation of

photographs taken during the sum
m

er
outing to D

arlington/Y
ork/S

hildon. M
el

D
raper also gave a brief dem

onstration of
the re-structured W

eb site.

M
E

M
B

E
R

S
' S

LID
E

 E
V

E
N

IN
G

13 F
ebruary 2006

T
here w

ere tw
enty one attendees for the

presentation of m
em

bers slides.
R

oy B
ell com

m
enced with a presentation

of the F
N

R
M

 trip to the Isle O
f M

an. W
e

saw
 exam

ples of all 
the system

s - 
the

steam
 railw

ay at P
ort E

rin, G
roudle G

len,
electric tram

s at R
am

sey, electric and
horse tram

s at D
ouglas, and the S

naefell
M

ountain R
ailw

ay at Laxey. R
oy noted

there w
ere originally 9 different system

s
w

ith 6 different gauges! W
e finished w

ith
a look at the m

ines railw
ay m

useum
 at

Laxey, the D
erby C

astle Tram
 w

orkshops,
and D

ouglas m
useum

 w
ith its early horse

tram
car.

M
ark 

E
vans then m

ade a presentation
entitled "rails through the streets". T

his
w

as a w
orld tour of 

tram
w

ays starting
w

ith 
the 1860 tram

w
ay at B

irkenhead.

W
e then m

oved to S
an F

ancisco to look at
the cable car, originally driven by steam

.
In 

W
ales, the Llandudno G

reat O
rm

e
system

 is also cable hauled but is m
ore of

a  F
unicular rather than a cable car, as is

the A
berystw

yth one.  W
e then had a link

w
ith R

oy's talk w
ith IoM

 electric tram
s

N
o 1 and 2, before m

oving to C
arlton-

C
olville 

m
useum

 
w

ith 
its 

London
T

ram
w

ay, Liverpool G
reen G

oddess, and
Leeds cars. G

lasgow
 had its tram

 system
tem

porarily 
reinstated for 

its 
G

arden
F

estival in the m
id 1990s but B

lackpool
never did say goodbye them

, and neither,
at the other side of the w

orld, did H
ong

K
ong, w

hich still 
has B

ritish-designed
double deckers. W

e then looked at U
S

tram
s and the P

C
C

 - the "standard" U
S

single-deck tram
car. N

ew
 O

rleans still has

B
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Lord N
elson -alm

ost there!
A

fter one of the m
ost protracted overhauls

of recent tim
e, S

R
 N

o 850
L

o
rd

 N
e

lso
n is

virtually back in one piece at E
astleigh.

T
hree m

em
bers of  your C

om
m

ittee w
ho

are 
also 

m
em

bers of 
the 

E
astleigh

R
ailw

ay P
reservation Society heard about

recent progress at the S
ociety’s A

G
M

 on
18

th F
ebruary.  W

e have told you in these
pages on previous occasions about the
m

ajor 
problem

s that 
w

ere 
discovered

w
hen the boiler and firebox w

ere lifted
out of the fram

es five years ago.   S
evere

w
asting and cracks led to the construction

of 
a 

brand 
new

 
(copper) 

firebox,
foundation ring and w

rapper, new
 front

plate and sm
okebox and of course new

tubes and stays.  In fact, it m
ight have

been easier to start again from
 scratch!

In January the boiler w
as reunited w

ith
the 

fram
es inside 

the 
now

 
deserted

E
astleigh w

orks – the final 
job of 

the
w

orks cranes being to lift 
into place an

item
 that cam

e out of the sam
e w

orks in
1926.
W

hen built, 850 w
as the m

ost pow
erful

4-6-0 in B
ritain – though not for long, the

G
W

R
’s

K
in

g
s w

resting back the crow
n

the follow
ing year.

In service,N
e

lso
n

s w
ere com

petent but
not really m

uch liked.  
A

s 
built 

they
suffered from

 indifferent steam
ing and the

long 
firebox 

w
as aw

kw
ard for 

m
any

firem
en.  B

ulleid’s alterations to Lem
aitre

or 
K

ylchap 
blast 

arrangem
ents and

changes to cylinder and piston dim
ensions

eventually helped, but by then the P
acifics

w
ere in full flood and the

N
e

lso
n

s w
ere

relegated to the second division.
W

hy w
as 850 preserved?  C

ertainly the
experience of building the

N
e

lso
n

sgave
M

aunsell  the engineering background for
the

S
ch

o
o

ls.  
T

he
N

e
lso

n
s 

have their

cranks set at 135° giving 8 exhaust beats
per revolution of the w

heels – but beyond
that, 

there’s 
not 

m
uch 

unusual 
or

particularly 
m

eritorious 
about 

the
N

e
lso

n
s. 

 
P

erhaps it 
w

as 
som

eone’s
favourite engine!  H

ow
ever, 850 has now

returned to 
its 

spiritual hom
e and the

E
R

P
S

 m
em

bers are doing their very best
to turn her out in a m

anner w
hich befits

the last occupant of that once great w
orks.

It is expected that it w
ill 

take another 3
m

onths for 
850 to be brought back to

operating condition.  T
he new

 boiler has
been successfully steam

ed on 
several

occasions so the “ticket” 
clock is now

ticking.   E
veryone w

ants to see her at the
head of a train once m

ore.
T

he plan is to run her in on the W
est

S
om

erset Railw
ay – a 36 m

ile round trip!
– and then use her on the m

ain line,
including 

som
e 

“C
athedrals E

xpress”
trains 

and 
a 

spell 
at 

Y
ork 

on 
the

“S
carborough F

lyer” 
alongside

G
re

e
n

A
rro

w
and 

S
ir 

L
a

m
ie

l. 
 

W
e shall be

looking for volunteers to help m
an our

sales stand on all these trains.
W

e are intending that you w
ill 

have the
chance to see 850 in operation during her
running in on the W

est S
om

erset.  U
ntil

the engine reaches a m
ore com

plete stage,
w

e cannot go firm
 on dates, but m

id-June
looks a distinct possibility - see the article
on page 7 for m

ore details and how
 to put

your nam
e dow

n.
W

e m
ay also be asked by 

E
R

P
S

 for
volunteer labour to help prepare a new
support coach they are hoping to acquire.
W

e shall keep you posted on this, but if
you m

ight be interested in helping w
ith

the preparation of 
the support coach,

please let G
eorge R

utter or Ian H
arrison

know
.

Ia
n

 H
a

rriso
n
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E
X

C
U

R
S

IO
N

 T
O

 E
X

B
U

R
Y

 G
A

R
D

E
N

S
A

s you m
ay have read in the

R
e

vie
w, the

Y
ork F

riends are planning a visit dow
n

south, taking 
in 

D
idcot 

and 
E

xbury
G

ardens. T
he visit to E

xbury w
ill 

take
place on F

riday 5
th M

ay and prom
ises to

be som
ething special. N

ot only w
ill 

the
gardens 

be 
in 

full 
bloom

 
- 

the
R

hododendrons and A
zaleas are prize

specim
ens - 

but 
the ow

ner,  
Leo 

de
R

othschild, a life m
em

ber of the F
riends,

w
ill be on hand to give us a guided tour of

his 
extensive 12¼

" 
m

iniature railw
ay.

T
he railw

ay skirts the existing garden and
enters the new

 S
um

m
er Lane G

arden w
ith

bridges and tunnels giving 
a 

tour 
of

various them
ed gardens, on through a

w
ood and back over som

e Lily 
P

onds.
O

verall, the railw
ay is 1¼

 m
iles long and

the journey takes around 20 
m

inutes.
Lunch w

ill be taken at the site and there

w
ill 

be plenty of opportunity to w
ander

round and visit the gardens.
A

lthough the coach from
 Y

ork picks up at
D

idcot on 4
th 

M
ay, this w

ill 
m

ean an
overnight stay. W

e are aw
are that m

any of
our G

roup m
em

bers w
ould prefer just to

m
ake this a day visit, so w

e w
ant to gauge

interest and investigate alternative w
ays

for us to get there. T
his could involve the

hire 
of 

a 
separate coach w

ith 
m

ore
convenient pick-up points, a train ride
from

 London w
ith connecting coach to

E
xbury, or sim

ply shared cars dow
n to the

site from
 our various hom

es.
If you are interested, please get in touch
w

ith 
G

eorge R
utter, contact details on

page 8. O
nce w

e know
 the num

bers, w
e

w
ill be able to give a final price, but the

cost of the day's outing is not expected to
exceed £25, including entry to the gardens
and lunch.

S
U

M
M

E
R

 O
U

T
IN

G
In addition to the proposed visit to E

xbury
G

ardens (see above) w
e are now

 form
ing

the plans for this years' S
um

m
er outing.

Y
ou w

ill recall that last year w
e had the

trip 
to 

Y
ork/D

arlington/S
hildon. T

his
year, the intention is to focus on the return
of

L
o

rd
 N

e
lso

n to the m
ain line. F

rom
 the

article on the next page, you w
ill see that

the locom
otive is close to com

pletion of
its m

ajor overhaul and plans have been
m

ade for it to have a period of running in
on 

the 
W

est S
om

erset R
ailw

ay. 
O

ur
intention, 

therefore, 
for 

this 
year's

sum
m

er outing is that w
e m

ake up a party
to travel behind the engine during a one-
day visit to this line w

hile it is there. W
e

aim
 to take in som

e of the other interests
at the railw

ay - it has som
ething for m

ost
enthusiasts, playing hom

e to the S
om

erset
&

 
D

orset T
rust, the D

iesel &
 

E
lectric

G
roup in addition to its G

W
R

 "G
auge

M
useum

" and "B
lue A

nchor M
useum

".
T

he railw
ay also has a m

ajor project to
build a locom

otive repair and servicing
centre at its junction w

ith the m
ain line at

N
orton F

itzw
arren - 

the first 
w

ork on
w

hich has already started.
U

nfortunately, because w
e do not know

the precise date w
hen

L
o

rd
 N

e
lso

n w
ill

arrive at the railw
ay, arrangem

ents are
going to have to be m

ade at short notice.
T

he visit 
w

ill, 
m

ost likely, 
take place

during June and, for planning purposes
w

e are aim
ing for S

aturday 3
rd June. If

you are interested in 
taking part, you

should contact Les B
utler (address on

page 8), giving the w
eekends during June

w
hen you w

ill be able to go, and w
hether

you w
ould prefer to m

ake your ow
n w

ay
to T

aunton/B
ishops Lydeard, or join in a

shared coach from
 the London area.
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its P
C

C
s w

hich have resum
ed running

after 
H

urricane K
atrina.  

T
he 

design
perm

eated E
urope, B

elgium
 picking up

the P
C

C
 after the w

ar. 
In 

G
erm

any,
D

uw
ag 

adopted P
C

C
 

technology and
produced a new

, high-tech version from
1960s, and w

hich is now
 found in V

ienna,
and other cities.  

W
e then looked at

overhead railw
ays 

in 
C

hicago, P
aris,

London 
D

LR
, 

and 
the 

W
uppental

m
onorail. In the last ten years, new

 "light-
rail" 

system
s 

have 
been 

built 
in

B
altim

ore, 
Los 

A
ngeles, S

an 
D

iago,
S

trasbourg (using 
Y

ork-built 
tram

s),
M

anchester M
etrolink 

and 
the 

W
est

M
idlands. M

any used redundant railw
ay

track com
bined w

ith som
e street running. 

T
he boundary betw

een traditional heavy
rail 

and light 
rail 

system
s is 

getting
increasingly blurred, as M

ark illustrated
w

ith photographs of S
w

itzerland, F
rance

and 
G

erm
any. 

M
ark 

show
ed 

street
running of 

steam
, diesel and electic at

N
ordhaussen on the H

arz line. In M
ajorca

there is even electric-loco hauled carriage
running 

through 
the 

street 
before

departing over the m
ountains.

 T
he "half-w

ay" G
uided O

n-road V
ehicle

(G
O

V
), 

w
ith 

its 
overhead 

current
collection but guided road w

heels, m
ay

point the w
ay forw

ard for som
e, and M

ark
show

ed exam
ples of som

e system
s.  

 P
hil B

row
n the picked up from

 M
ark's

previous talk of 2 years ago, reported in
B

riefing 
34, 

w
hich 

looked at 
station

developm
ents. P

hil 
picked 

up 
the

developm
ents in the U

S
A

. W
e started at

the subterranean Chicago station hidden
under an office bock, but w

ell presented
all 

the sam
e. B

ut a m
ove to S

t Louis
station show

s the opposite extrem
e - a

"tem
porary" bus-type shelter in place of

the old station w
hich has been converted

to 
a 

shopping 
m

all. 
T

exarkana's
"T

arantula" S
tation is the only railw

ay

station 
to 

straggle 
state 

boundaries
(A

rkansas and T
exas). A

t 
F

ort W
orth

"transportation centre" there is 
a 

new
com

bined bus and train interchange. Then
via 

S
an 

A
ntonio, 

and 
E

l 
P

aso, to
C

alifornia, w
here w

e saw
 the restored

P
inacate w

ayside 
station 

at 
O

range
C

ountry M
useum

, and the changes at S
an

D
iego's 

stations. 
C

olfax 
betw

een
S

acram
ento and R

eno, is 
now

 off 
the

railroad but is being restored, and m
ade a

contrast to 
C

reston, w
hich 

retains its
original out-of-use station buildings but
just has a shack for the passengers!
R

oy B
ell closed the evening w

ith a look at
his travels in C

anada over the last decade.
W

e saw
 various preserved steam

 engines
connected with the R

oyal H
udson train at

S
quam

ish. There w
as a link w

ith M
ark's

talk w
hen w

e look at the new
 elevated

S
kytrain in V

ancouver. T
hen up into the

R
ockies w

here w
e saw

 the various trains
serving Jasper and its preserved steam
locom

otive at the station.  A
 quick look at

C
algary transit system

, saw
 us return to

the w
est coast and a visit to V

ictoria on
V

ancouver Island. W
hile 

it 
is 

a 
lot

sm
aller than its London nam

esake, it does
benefit from

 having stained glass over the
doors to its passenger building. F

inally,
R

oy described his trip to the C
anadian

R
ailw

ay 
M

useum
 at 

M
ontreal w

hich,
unlike Y

ork, is difficult to reach by public
transport, being som

e 30 m
iles from

 the
city centre, past the end of the m

etro, and
needing a further bus ride. W

hen R
oy got

there, he found there w
ere only 3 other

people visiting! B
asically, it is a series of

tin sheds. P
ride of place goes to the A

4
"D

o
m

in
io

n
 o

f C
a

n
a

d
a

", 
but there is a

selection of C
anadian-built locom

otives.
A

nother 
shed 

holds 
a 

collection 
of

tram
cars. Som

e of the rolling stock is on
display 

outside 
but 

m
ost 

is 
in 

a
dilapidated condition. It really show

s our
facilities at Y

ork are w
orld-class.
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R
O

C
K

E
T D

O
W

N
-U

N
D

E
R

In B
rie

fin
g

 3
7, w

e noted that a 7 inch
gauge m

odel of the rebuilt 
R

o
cke

t w
as

under construction at T
aupo, N

ew
Z

ealand. O
ur contact cam

e about through
the G

roup's w
eb site and contact has been

m
aintained. P

rogress continues, and the
builder, M

r John H
eald, has recently sent

these photographs. T
he m

otion has been
operated on com

pressed air, the copper
boiler is finished and clad w

ith real w
ood.

A
ll that rem

ains is to com
plete the

pipew
ork and build the tender. T

he engine w
eighs in at nearly 40kgs (that's over six

stones in old m
oney) w

ith the boiler full
of w

ater. John is now
 turning his thoughts

to building the accom
panying carriages.

I've already sent him
 som

e photographs of
the replicas of the first-class coaches at
the m

useum
, and he is now

 on the lookout
for plans or draw

ings of the second and
third-class types. W

e should soon see a
sight, at least in m

iniature form
, that

hasn't been seen for over 180 years - the
rebuilt R

o
cke

t at the front of a Liverpool
and M

anchester train.

B
e

lo
w

:  S
id

e
 vie

w
 in

clu
d

in
g

 a
 b

o
x o

f m
a

tch
e

s to
 sh

o
w

 th
e

 sca
le
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 Left - F
ront view

 w
ith detail of sm

okebox
door

B
elow

: D
etail view

 of cylinders and valve
gear
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