FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14 November 2005

Kent & East Sussex Railway reborn
Donald Wilson, K&ESRIy

9 January 2006
AGM and New Year social gathering

13" February 2006
Members slide evening.

13" March 2006

European Railways
Alan Walters

10" April 2006
The Signalling on the Great Cockcrow
Railway
Tony Howker

Marylebone T I
_u_m:o_,Bm
aton o:ooEmm
m:ﬁa\

z_m_oo_.:cm Street

o
Paddington

The meetings will be held in the
Conference Room at Marylebone
Station. Pleaseenterfrom the dooratthe
left within the gatewayat the entranceto
the station concourse. The talks
commenceat 19.00 and there will be a
personon the door to let you in from
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind
the door locked, pleasetelephone0771
554 9907 There will be a voluntary
collection to help cover the cost - we
suggest donationof around£1to £2 per
head- teaor coffeeincluded. Guestsare
welcome. Meetings usually finish by
21.00.

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road,
Kempshott, Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081
chairman@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684
secretary@south.nrmfriends.org.uk

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://www.south.nrmfriends.org.uk/index.html

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper,, 18 St Margarets Garden
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8N
Telephone 01767 221673
editor@south.nrmfriends.org.uk
Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
Telephone 01767 312576
events@south.nrmfriends.org.uk

T

[

Briefing N° 39

October 2005

AR
Y

The Friends of the

National Railway Museum

Briefing 39

South of England Group  October 2005

Vice Presidents - Captain Bill Smith VRD, RNR; Alan Pegler FRSA

SUMMER OUTING

Thanksto the organisingskill of Phil
Brown, 23 memberof the Groupenjoyed
a very pleasantsummer outing to the
north. The weekendstartedon 24" June
when people made their way to
Darlingtonto book into our roomsat the
King's Headhotel. This hotel, like alot of
buildings in the town, has connections
with therailway history of thearea.lt was
herethat the shareholdersf the Stockton
& Darlington Railway had their annual
general meeting. We leant these facts
whenafew of usvisitedthetown'stourist
informationcentreand pickedup a leaflet
on the DarlingtonRailway HeritageTrail.
This takesin such sights as the Quaker
Meeting House (many of the proponents
of the Railway were Quakers), the
Chairman's residence, and Mechanics
Institute. The town hasmadea real effort
to promoteits heritage,the main square
having pedestriarcrossingsat its corners
made from rails laid at the standard4ft
8%ins, and hanging-basket supports
featuring a model of Locomotion Even
the town's coat of arms features
Locomotion'schimney. Pride of placein
the centreof theHigh Streetis arealsized
replicaof Locomotionwhich is usedasa
floral display.

Following our exercisewalking round
town, anumberof ustook thetrain for the
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25 minute trip to York. Here we joined
the annualbarbecuelinnerfor volunteers,
several of our number receiving
recognition for our contributionsto the
Outreachactivities. The ideato havethe
event the day before the AGM comes
from Matt Thompson, and it is well

worthwhile - it certainly allowedthoseof

uswho live somedistancefrom the NRM

to make bestuse of our time and travel
costs. The barbecuewas very enjoyable,
albeit that it had to take place in the
Station Hall becauseof the threatening
weather.

Saturdaydawnedbright if a little chilly
but the weather forecast for showers
provedthankfully inaccurateThis pleased
those of in our party who took the
opportunityto wanderround York while
the rest of us attendedthe FNRM lunch
and AGM. The eveningevent,our cruise
down the River Ouse, also benefitted
from the betterweather. We werejoined
by severalmembersof the York team,
both  FNRM and NRM, on our charted
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boatfor the 3 hourtrip, takingin the sight
of the NRM (four times!), the Bishop's
Palaceandthe old EastCoastMain Line
bridge. The latter, despite now being
redundanthasbeenmadeinto something
of a focal point with a very large
sculpture,in wire lattice, of a fisherman
and his dog - just happeningto catcha
miniature Pacific loco! Food and drink
were in plentiful supply and we all
enjoyedthe opportunityfor somerelaxed
conversationOur arrival back at Kings'
Staith was on time at 10:30 where our
chartereccoachdriver waswaiting to take
us backto Darlington.It wasshortly after
midnight before we retired to our rooms.

Sunday - and still no thunderstorms
(unlike two years ago). Following our
breakfastve wereagainmetby our coach
driver readyfor the day'stour. Sincewe
hada few minutesin hand,we persuaded
him to take us to the "brick A4" on the
outskirtsof town, wherewe all assembled
for the group photograph.Then back to
the coachfor the shorttrip to North Road
Station - our driver giving us an
informative commentary of the local
railway sites.At North Roadwe weremet
by our two guides Bill Fergussonand
RichardWimbury. We wereinformedthat
we were in luck - it being the school
holidaystherewasto be a childrens'event
later in the day which we would miss
(Thomas didn't feature in our plans).
Seriously though,our guidesdid usproud
in packing so much into the 90 minutes
we had available, including a special
performance of the live-actor play
featuringthe ghostof North Road.With a
quick teaandbiscuits,we badefarewellto
our hostsand rejoinedthe coachfor our
run north west to Shildon. Again, our
knowledgeablelriver pointedout the sites
of interest - such as old railway
embankments, signalboxes and closed
stations.
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Shortly after 11amwe arrived at Shildon
and disembarkedrom the coachto tour
the Timothy Hackworth part of the
Locomotion site. Here we were given a
brief introduction to the site in the
receptionbuilding - the ex SundaySchool
for the MethodistChapel. Also within this
building is Hackworth'sSansPareil. The
main exhibit hereis Timothy Hackworth's
house, which now provides a small
number of displays showing the
developmenbf the town andthe craftsits
occupiersgperformed.This includesa very
informativecomputerdisplaywhich gives
agraphicinteractivemapof how the town
grew in size and complexity from the
early 1800sto the modernday, andcharts
the rise and decline of the local railway
industry. At the end of the road is the
original Hackworthworkshophousing,at
the time of our visit, various wagons
awaiting restoration.Across the road is
the old goodsyard with its weigh-bridge
and goods shed. In the latter is the
working replica of SansPareil and its
train of replica period carriages.

A minibus connectgo the main museum,
although several of our party took the
opportunityto stretchour legsby walking
the 1km or so. Along the way we took in
the coal drops, which still needto be
restored, the original station buildings,
and signal box with the contemporary
stationplatforms. At eachof these,there
is an information point giving details of
the building and its history. Arriving at
the main site we were greetedwith a
demonstratiorof shuntingby NER P3No
2392 (on loan from North Yorks Moors
Rly.) and Bagnall 0-4-0ST Matthew
Murray (on loan from Middleton Rly),
which were engaged in the yard
rearrangingthe order of various goods
vehiclesincluding the boiler bogie - the
largestvehicle in the national collection.
We learntlaterthatthis wasa special trial
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DEUTSCHES TECHNIKMUSEUM, BERLIN.

The museumis basedon the locomotive
depotfor the former Anhalter Station,and
ratheraway from the normaltourist area.
However, leaving the Mohrenstr
undergroundt is easyto find - thereis a
USAAF C-47 on the roof of the new
building! The shedshad becomederelict
before being taken over for the museum
and one bay has beenleft as a "nature
reserve", overgrown with trees.

The railway collection is set out
chronologically,with a seriesof about30
time framessetout in the 2 semi-circular
enginesheds.Eachtime slot, from 1841
to the presentday, featureslocomotives,
rolling stock and other artefacts
appropriateto the time. Each has an
information board (in both Germanand
English) giving backgroundon the state
of the railways in Germany,and events
affecting them. Germany even had its
own "Railway King", whose empire
collapsed in 1873 leading to the
nationalisation of the Prussian railways.

The first slot notes how the first
locomotive (der Adler) was boughtfrom
the Stephenson'sworks, travelling by
waterto Cologne,andthenby ox-cartto
Nuremburg. This is statedas explaining
why the Germanrailwaysrun to a gauge
of 4' 8%". The early daysareillustrated
with anexcellentsetof models,including
Rocket Puffing Billy andLocomotion

As the visitor movesround, the advances
in technical developments move to
Germanywith examplesof developments
on electric traction from the 19" century
onwards. Thereis a modelof the electric
railcar which ran at 210kph (130mph)in
1903. By the late 1930s,Germanyhad
manykilometresof electricrailway, based
upon 15kV, 16%3Hz, overheadwires, but
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the challengefrom the rapidly expanding
autobahns was becoming significant.

The smaller artefactsillustrate the great
productionof tin-plate toys in Germany.
One exhibit has a Prussian express
locomotive drawing 2 coaches clearly

marked"GNR" on their teaksides. There
was even a tin-plate toy autobahnon

which you could run wind up cars.

The shedsservedthe Anhalter Bahnhof,
which becamethe stationfor statevisits,
but which has been demolished. The
museumfriends are building an 00gauge
model of the station and its approach
which will illustrate the beautiful
architecture of the station buildings.

Themuseumdoesnot overlookthe sadder
sideof Germanhistory. A displayon the
side of goodswagonshowsa typed letter
stamped"Secret". Why should an order
for specialtrains be secret? Becauseit

relates to the movement of Jews to

concentratiorcamps.Thereare details of

the "Rubble trains" and the "Rubble
women"- narrowgaugecontractor'srains
on temporarytrack, with female labour,
usedto cleartherubblefrom the streetsof

war torn Berlin in 1945/6.

Thereweretwo disappointments.Firstly,
the demonstration of a cut-away
locomotive did not take place,
presumably,a single British visitor did
not justify it! Secondly,the locomotives
weregrubbyandthe labelsillustrating the
parts of the cut-awaylocomotive are so
dirty as to be almost unreadable.
| spentmostof a dayin the museumand
sampledthe restaurant. This has been
fitted out in wood panelling and hasthe
air of a pre-war station restaurant. The
food was good as well.
If you're in Berlin, the museum is a must.
Phil Brown
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THE WORK OF THE RAILWAY MISSION SINCE 1881

lan Markey, Chairman,

It was in an unfamiliar location that we

receivedour first talk of the new season
on 12" September2005. The Chiltern

RailwaysBoard Roomwasin useso we

werein one of their meetingrooms. Not

so elegant,but more homely, and with

more chairs. Once more our topic

consideredthe human element of the
railways as lan Markey told us aboutthe
work of the Railway Mission. He

illustratedthe currentwork of the Mission

with a short film includedin issue 3 of

The Railway Monthly DVD. He then
handedover to LaurenceWright, who is

the chaplain based at Peterborough.

The Railway Mission supports 16
chaplainsaroundthe UK railway system.
They are dependenupon donations,but
get much support from the railway
industry. Their aim is to serve all,
regardlessof rank or religion. The
Mission was foundedon 14th November
1881 asa successoto the Railway Boys
Mission. Over the yearsthere has been
supportfrom the railway companiesfor
instanceby the provision of land for the
Mission to erect pre-fabricatedchapels.
These "Tin Tabernacles" were the
Victorian "Flat Pack" buildings. The
chapels were a havenof peacefor those
working on the railway, but eventually
becameoutdated- that at Peterborouglis
now usedasa messhut. In 1969thefirst
Mission chaplainwas taken on and now
the chaplains operate from offices
provided by the various railway
companies. Inevitably, much of the
Mission'swork relatesto disasterseither
personalin the caseof railway staff, or
major incidentssuch as Ladbrook Grove
and Hatfield. Theserecentincidentshad
highlighted the pastoral work of the
chaplains to the injured and those
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The Railway Mission.

traumatisedby the horror of working at
the site.

The Mission first publishedits magazine
"Railway Signal" in May 1882. lts

calendaris now much soughtafter. The

Mission's archives have been passedto

the NRM for safekeepingandit is hoped
that the Mission's history will be

published sometime, especially as it

celebratesits 125 year anniversarynext
year.

LawrenceWright gaveus a vivid account
of his work with railway staff. An

importantpart of his job is be a friend to

all and to provide a listening ear for

confidential topics which could not be

discussedwith colleaguesor a welfare
department- the Mission complements
the companyorganisationnot replaceit.

Lawrencebroughtto his work experience
from the British TransportPolice. This

proved valuable when it became
necessaryo getto theto the sceneof one
incident rapidly and helped him to

understandthe support needed by the

emergencycrewsduring major incidents.
He finished the talk with someamusing
memoriesfrom his work, but the most
important lesson was that the human
elementof any railway systemneedsits

maintenanceif the systemis to work

smoothly,andsomeof this maintenancés

provided by The Railway Mission.

At theendmemberslonatedE37.20anda
very nice letter has been received
thanking the group.

Phil Brown

NOTE
The report on the OutreachProgramme
and the October indoor meeting will
appear in the next issue
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event which may be repeated at intervalstheir turn to moveto the restorationarea.

At the main site, we were taken to the
meeting room, which had been set out
with a buffet lunch. It is quite clearfrom

the decorationsn the meetingroom how
new the museumis - thereis absolutely
nothingon the walls! | wonderhow long

that will continue?

When we had finished out meal, our
guide, Jim joined us to startthe tour. We
were introducedto the state of the art
building through a nearby display. This
has nothing to do with railways, but
showsthe amountof electricity produced
by the solar cells on the roof, and the
wind turbine. The building also collects
water from the roof, which is used for

non-drinking purposes. Overall, the
electricity and water producedfrom these
arrangementservicesa good proportion
of the museum'sequirementsLittle heat
is neededo keepthebuilding cool, asit is

well insulated.We weretold that evenin

these northern climes, it was still quite
pleasant in the winter.

The tour took in a good proportionof the
current museum'sexhibits. One of the
first locomotiveswe encounteredvasthe
GNR J52 No 1247, which or Vice
President,Captain Bill Smith purchased
direct from BR service. We took the
opportunityfor anothergroup photograph
by the engine.

We werealsotreatedto a view insidethe
LNWR Corridor 1st Brake Royal support
vehicle No 5154, whenwe were allowed
accessa few at a time inside the vehicle.
Someof the exhibitsare lesspresentable,
though, there being a significant number
of goods vehicles awaiting restoration.
This waspartof the objectivesin creating
Locomotion, since it means that the
vehicles are no longer suffering the
ravagesof the weatherwhile they wait
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At the time we were there, the restorers'
attentionwas concentratecbn a GWR 6

wheel coach, which was nearing
completion. The LNER snow plough,

which was the subject of a major

restorationprojecta couple of yearsago,

and reportedin the NRM Review, was
displayed in the front centre of

Locomotion, so visitors could appreciate
the quality of the job.

A few new arrivals were tucked away at

the rear of the hall. Two of thesewere
track inspection vehicles just released
from work on the mainline. In time these
will be preparedor exhibit but at present
they were availablefor visitors to inspect
close up - something which is quite

difficult at normal times for these
nocturnal vehicles. Another new arrival

wasaBR StandarddMT on loanfrom the

SevernValley Railway. This showsthat

not only is the Museumis maintainingits

policy of rotating exhibits with preserved
railways, but some reciprocate.

After the tour we were given a hour to
ourselvesto wander round the hall and
environs,beforewe congregatedearthe
entrancefor the mini-busride backto the
Hackworthsite.Hereour coachanddriver
were waiting to take us on the journey
back to Darlington. Again, we were
entertainedy old railway sitesalongthe
way. Our driver was certainly to be
congratulated for his local knowledge.

Back at Darlington, we each made our

way backby train to the South.Severalof

us had a while to wait, so the pub across
theroadfrom Top Bank stationbeckoned.
Our final discoveryof the weekendwas
finding real ale on offer at only £1.25a

pint - and it wasn't even "happy hour".

Our thanksgo to Phil Brown for his work
in making the weekend such a success.

October 2005



Above - Martin Sixsmith, Janice
Murray (NRM) and Mel Draper
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Above - Party on the River Ouse
Left - Locomotion Building

Left Middle - Party at Brick A4
Right Middle - The wire fisherman
Left Bottom - The North Road
Players
Right Bottom - Dorethy Brown
leaves Royal Coach
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Below

Nameplate of No 90040
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