
F
O

R
T

H
C

O
M

IN
G

 E
V

E
N

T
S

14
th N

ovem
ber 2005

K
ent &

 E
ast S

ussex R
ailw

ay reborn
D

o
n

a
ld

 W
ilso

n
, K

&
E

S
R

ly

9
th January 2006

A
G

M
 and N

ew
 Y

ear social gathering

13
th F

ebruary 2006
M

em
bers slide evening.

13
th M

arch 2006
E

uropean R
ailw

ays
A

la
n

 W
a

lte
rs 

10
th A

pril 2006
T

he S
ignalling on the G

reat C
ockcrow

R
ailw

ay
T

o
n

y H
o

w
ke

r

Baker       Street

M
a
ryle

b
o
n
e
 R

o
a
d

M
e
lco

m
b
e
 S

tre
e
t

Harewood Avenue

B
a

ke
r

Gloucester          Place

S
tre

e
t

P
la

tfo
rm

s
M

a
ryle

b
o

n
e

M
e

lco
m

b
e

 S
tre

e
t

S
ta

tio
n

C
o

n
co

u
rse

T
o

P
a

d
d

in
g

to
n

E
n

try

T
he 

m
eetings w

ill 
be 

held 
in 

the
C

onference 
R

oom
 

at 
M

arylebone
S

tation.  P
lease enter from

 the door at the
left w

ithin the gatew
ay at the entrance to

the 
station 

concourse.  
T

he 
talks

com
m

ence at 19.00 and there w
ill 

be a
person on the door to let you in from
18.30.  If you arrive after 19.00 and find
the door locked, please telephone 0771
554 9907  

T
here w

ill 
be a voluntary

collection to help cover the cost - w
e

suggest a donation of around £1 to £2 per
head - tea or coffee included.  G

uests are
w

elcom
e. M

eetings usually finish 
by

21.00.

C
ontact A

ddresses for S
outh of E

ngland G
roup

G
R

O
U

P
 W

E
B

 P
A

G
E

 - http://w
w

w
.south.nrm

friends.org.uk/index.htm
l

C
hairm

an :
Ian H

arrison, 1 K
estrel R

oad,
K

em
pshott, B

asingstoke, R
G

22 5P
A

T
elephone: 01256 326081

chairm
an@

south.nrm
friends.org.uk

S
ecretary :

G
eorge R

utter, 75 U
pper Lodge Lane,

H
azlem

ere, H
igh W

ycom
be, H

P
15 7A

S
 

T
elephone 01494 716684

secretary@
south.nrm

friends.org.uk 

B
riefing E

ditor :
M

el D
raper,, 18 S

t M
argarets G

ardens,
B

igglesw
ade, B

edfordshire, S
G

18 8N
U

 
T

elephone 01767 221673
editor@

south.nrm
friends.org.uk

E
vents C

oordinator :
P

hilip B
row

n, 75 D
ells Lane,

B
igglesw

ade, B
edfordshire, S

G
18 8LH

T
elephone 01767 312576

events@
south.nrm

friends.org.uk
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T
he F

riends of the             

N
ational R

ailw
ay M

useum

NN
RR

MM

FF
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V
ice P

residents - C
aptain B

ill S
m

ith V
R

D
, R

N
R

; A
lan P

egler F
R

S
A

S
U

M
M

E
R

 O
U

T
IN

G
 T

hanks to the organising skill 
of P

hil
B

row
n, 23 m

em
bers of the G

roup enjoyed
a very pleasant sum

m
er outing to 

the
north. T

he w
eekend started on 24

th June
w

hen 
people 

m
ade 

their 
w

ay 
to

D
arlington to book into our room

s at the
K

ing's H
ead hotel. T

his hotel, like a lot of
buildings in 

the tow
n, has connections

w
ith the railw

ay history of the area. It w
as

here that the shareholders of the S
tockton

&
 

D
arlington R

ailw
ay had their annual

general m
eeting. W

e leant these facts
w

hen a few
 of us visited the tow

n's tourist
inform

ation centre and picked up a leaflet
on the D

arlington R
ailw

ay H
eritage T

rail.
T

his takes in such sights as the Q
uaker

M
eeting H

ouse (m
any of the proponents

of 
the 

R
ailw

ay 
w

ere 
Q

uakers), the
C

hairm
an's residence, and 

M
echanics

Institute. T
he tow

n has m
ade a real effort

to prom
ote its heritage, the m

ain square
having pedestrian crossings at its corners
m

ade from
 rails laid at the standard 4ft

8½
ins, 

and 
hanging-basket supports

featuring a m
odel of

L
o

co
m

o
tio

n. E
ven

the 
tow

n's 
coat 

of 
arm

s 
features

L
o

co
m

o
tio

n
's chim

ney. P
ride of place in

the centre of the H
igh S

treet is a real sized
replica of

L
o

co
m

o
tio

n w
hich is used as a

floral display.
 F

ollow
ing our exercise w

alking round
tow

n, a num
ber of us took the train for the

25 m
inute trip to Y

ork. H
ere w

e joined
the annual barbecue dinner for volunteers,
several 

of 
our 

num
ber 

receiving
recognition for our contributions to the
O

utreach activities. T
he idea to have the

event the day before the A
G

M
 

com
es

from
 

M
att 

T
hom

pson, and it 
is 

w
ell

w
orthw

hile - it certainly allow
ed those of

us w
ho live som

e distance from
 the N

R
M

to m
ake best use of our tim

e and travel
costs. T

he barbecue w
as very enjoyable,

albeit that it 
had to take place in 

the
S

tation H
all because of the threatening

w
eather.

 S
aturday daw

ned bright if a little chilly
but 

the 
w

eather forecast for 
show

ers
proved thankfully inaccurate. This pleased
those of 

in 
our 

party 
w

ho 
took 

the
opportunity to w

ander round Y
ork w

hile
the rest of us attended the F

N
R

M
 lunch

and A
G

M
. T

he evening event, our cruise
dow

n the R
iver 

O
use, also benefitted

from
 the better w

eather . W
e w

ere joined
by several m

em
bers of the Y

ork team
,

both   F
N

R
M

  and  N
R

M
,  on  our charted

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

S
um

m
er O

uting .................................  1
S

eptem
ber Lecture ............................  6

B
erlin T

echnical M
useum

 .................  7
F

orthcom
ing E

vents ..........................  8
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boat for the 3 hour trip, taking in the sight
of the N

R
M

 (four tim
es!), the B

ishop's
P

alace and the old E
ast C

oast M
ain Line

bridge. T
he latter, despite now

 
being

redundant, has been m
ade into som

ething
of 

a 
focal 

point 
w

ith 
a 

very 
large

sculpture, in w
ire lattice, of a fisherm

an
and his dog - just happening to catch a
m

iniature P
acific loco! F

ood and drink
w

ere in 
plentiful 

supply and w
e 

all
enjoyed the opportunity for som

e relaxed
conversation. O

ur arrival back at K
ings'

S
taith w

as on tim
e at 10:30 w

here our
chartered coach driver w

as w
aiting to take

us back to D
arlington. It w

as shortly after
m

idnight before w
e retired to our room

s.
 

S
unday - 

and still 
no 

thunderstorm
s

(unlike tw
o 

years ago). F
ollow

ing our
breakfast we w

ere again m
et by our coach

driver ready for the day's tour. S
ince w

e
had a few

 m
inutes in hand, w

e persuaded
him

 to take us to the "brick A
4" on the

outskirts of tow
n, w

here w
e all assem

bled
for the group photograph. Then back to
the coach for the short trip to N

orth R
oad

S
tation 

- 
our 

driver 
giving 

us 
an

inform
ative 

com
m

entary of 
the 

local
railw

ay sites. A
t N

orth R
oad w

e w
ere m

et
by our tw

o guides B
ill 

F
ergusson and

R
ichard W

im
bury. W

e w
ere inform

ed that
w

e w
ere in 

luck - 
it 

being the school
holidays there w

as to be a childrens' event
later in the day w

hich w
e w

ould m
iss

(T
hom

as didn't 
feature in 

our 
plans).

S
eriously, though, our guides did us proud

in packing so m
uch into the 90 m

inutes
w

e 
had available, including a 

special
perform

ance of 
the 

live-actor 
play

featuring the ghost of N
orth R

oad. W
ith a

quick tea and biscuits, w
e bade farew

ell to
our hosts and rejoined the coach for our
run north w

est to S
hildon. A

gain, our
know

ledgeable driver pointed out the sites
of 

interest 
- 

such 
as 

old 
railw

ay
em

bankm
ents, signalboxes and 

closed
stations.

S
hortly after 11am

 w
e arrived at S

hildon
and disem

barked from
 the coach to tour

the 
T

im
othy 

H
ackw

orth 
part 

of 
the

Locom
otion site. H

ere w
e w

ere given a
brief 

introduction to 
the 

site 
in 

the
reception building - the ex S

unday S
chool

for the M
ethodist C

hapel. A
lso w

ithin this
building is H

ackw
orth'sS

a
n

s P
a

re
il. T

he
m

ain exhibit here is T
im

othy H
ackw

orth's
house, w

hich 
now

 
provides a 

sm
all

num
ber 

of 
displays 

show
ing 

the
developm

ent of the tow
n and the crafts its

occupiers perform
ed. This includes a very

inform
ative com

puter display w
hich gives

a graphic interactive m
ap of how

 the tow
n

grew
 in 

size and com
plexity from

 the
early 1800s to the m

odern day, and charts
the rise and decline of the local railw

ay
industry. A

t 
the end of the road is the

original H
ackw

orth w
orkshop housing, at

the tim
e of 

our visit, 
various w

agons
aw

aiting restoration. A
cross the road is

the old goods yard w
ith its w

eigh-bridge
and goods shed. In 

the 
latter 

is 
the

w
orking replica of

S
a

n
s P

a
re

il 
and its

train of replica period carriages.
A

 m
inibus connects to the m

ain m
useum

,
although several of 

our party took the
opportunity to stretch our legs by w

alking
the 1km

 or so. A
long the w

ay w
e took in

the coal drops, w
hich still 

need to be
restored, the original station buildings,
and signal box w

ith 
the contem

porary
station platform

s. A
t each of these, there

is an inform
ation point giving details of

the building and its history. A
rriving at

the m
ain site w

e w
ere greeted w

ith 
a

dem
onstration of shunting by N

E
R

 P
3 N

o
2392 (on loan from

 N
orth Y

orks M
oors

R
ly.) 

and 
B

agnall 
0-4-0S

T
M

a
tth

e
w

M
u

rra
y (on loan from

 M
iddleton R

ly),
w

hich 
w

ere 
engaged in 

the 
yard

rearranging the order of 
various goods

vehicles including the boiler bogie - the
largest vehicle in the national collection.
W

e learnt later that this w
as a special, trial
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D
E

U
T

S
C

H
E

S
 T

E
C

H
N

IK
M

U
S

E
U

M
, B

E
R

LIN
.

T
he m

useum
 is based on the locom

otive
depot for the form

er A
nhalter S

tation, and
rather aw

ay from
 the norm

al tourist area.
H

ow
ever, 

leaving 
the 

M
ohrenstr

underground it is easy to find - there is a
U

S
A

A
F

 C
-47 on the roof of 

the new
building!  T

he sheds had becom
e derelict

before being taken over for the m
useum

and one bay has been left as a "nature
reserve", overgrow

n w
ith trees.

T
he 

railw
ay 

collection 
is 

set 
out

chronologically, w
ith a series of about 30

tim
e fram

es set out in the 2 sem
i-circular

enginesheds.  E
ach tim

e slot, from
 1841

to the present day, features locom
otives,

rolling 
stock 

and 
other 

artefacts
appropriate to the tim

e.  
E

ach has an
inform

ation board (in both G
erm

an and
E

nglish) giving background on the state
of the railw

ays in G
erm

any, and events
affecting them

.  G
erm

any even had its
ow

n 
"R

ailw
ay 

K
ing", 

w
hose 

em
pire

collapsed 
in 

1873 
leading 

to 
the

nationalisation of the P
russian railw

ays.  
T

he 
first 

slot 
notes 

how
 

the 
first

locom
otive (d

e
r A

d
le

r) w
as bought from

the 
S

tephenson's w
orks, 

travelling 
by

w
ater to C

ologne, and then by ox-cart to
N

urem
burg.  T

his is stated as explaining
w

hy the G
erm

an railw
ays run to a gauge

of 4' 8½
".  T

he early days are illustrated
w

ith an excellent set of m
odels, including

R
o

cke
t, P

u
ffin

g
 B

illy and Lo
co

m
o

tio
n.

A
s the visitor m

oves round, the advances
in 

technical 
developm

ents m
ove 

to
G

erm
any w

ith exam
ples of developm

ents
on electric traction from

 the 19
th century

onw
ards.  T

here is a m
odel of the electric

railcar w
hich ran at 210kph (130m

ph) in
1903.  B

y the late 1930s, G
erm

any had
m

any kilom
etres of electric railw

ay, based
upon 15kV

, 16
2/3 H

z, overhead w
ires, but

the challenge from
 the rapidly expanding

autobahns w
as becom

ing significant.
T

he sm
aller artefacts illustrate the great

production of tin-plate toys in G
erm

any.
O

ne 
exhibit 

has 
a 

P
russian express

locom
otive draw

ing 2 
coaches clearly

m
arked "G

N
R

" on their teak sides.  T
here

w
as even a tin-plate toy 

autobahn on
w

hich you could run w
ind up cars.

T
he sheds served the A

nhalter B
ahnhof,

w
hich becam

e the station for state visits,
but w

hich has been dem
olished.  

T
he

m
useum

 friends are building an 00gauge
m

odel of 
the station and its 

approach
w

hich 
w

ill 
illustrate 

the 
beautiful

architecture of the station buildings.
T

he m
useum

 does not overlook the sadder
side of G

erm
an history.  A

 display on the
side of goods w

agon show
s a typed letter

stam
ped "S

ecret". W
hy should an order

for special trains be secret?  B
ecause it

relates to 
the 

m
ovem

ent of 
Jew

s to
concentration cam

ps. There are details of
the 

"R
ubble 

trains" 
and 

the 
"R

ubble
w

om
en" - narrow

 gauge contractor's trains
on tem

porary track, w
ith fem

ale labour,
used to clear the rubble from

 the streets of
w

ar torn B
erlin in 1945/6.

T
here w

ere tw
o disappointm

ents.  Firstly,
the 

dem
onstration 

of 
a 

cut-aw
ay

locom
otive 

did 
not 

take 
place,

presum
ably, a single B

ritish visitor did
not justify it!  S

econdly, the locom
otives

w
ere grubby and the labels illustrating the

parts of the cut-aw
ay locom

otive are so
dirty as to be alm

ost unreadable.
I spent m

ost of a day in the m
useum

 and
sam

pled the restaurant.  T
his has been

fitted out in w
ood panelling and has the

air of a pre-w
ar station restaurant.  T

he
food w

as good as w
ell.

If you're in B
erlin, the m

useum
 is a m

ust.
P

h
il B

ro
w

n
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T
H

E
 W

O
R

K
 O

F
 T

H
E

 R
A

ILW
A

Y
 M

IS
S

IO
N

 S
IN

C
E

 1881
Ian M

arkey, C
hairm

an, T
he R

ailw
ay M

ission.

It w
as in an unfam

iliar location that w
e

received our first talk of the new
 season

on 12
th S

eptem
ber 2005.  T

he C
hiltern

R
ailw

ays B
oard R

oom
 w

as in use so w
e

w
ere in one of their m

eeting room
s.  N

ot
so elegant, but m

ore hom
ely, and w

ith
m

ore 
chairs.  

O
nce m

ore 
our 

topic
considered the hum

an elem
ent of 

the
railw

ays as Ian M
arkey told us about the

w
ork 

of 
the 

R
ailw

ay 
M

ission. 
 

H
e

illustrated the current w
ork of the M

ission
w

ith a short film
 

included in issue 3 of
T

he R
ailw

ay M
onthly D

V
D

. 
 

H
e then

handed over to Laurence W
right, w

ho is
the chaplain based at P

eterborough.

T
he 

R
ailw

ay 
M

ission 
supports 

16
chaplains around the U

K
 railw

ay system
.

T
hey are dependent upon donations, but

get 
m

uch 
support from

 
the 

railw
ay

industry.  
T

heir 
aim

 
is 

to 
serve all,

regardless of 
rank 

or 
religion. 

 
T

he
M

ission w
as founded on 14th N

ovem
ber

1881 as a successor to the R
ailw

ay B
oys

M
ission.  O

ver the years there has been
support from

 the railw
ay com

panies, for
instance by the provision of land for the
M

ission to erect pre-fabricated chapels.
T

hese 
"T

in 
T

abernacles" w
ere 

the
V

ictorian 
"F

lat 
P

ack" buildings.  
T

he
chapels  w

ere a haven of peace for those
w

orking on the railw
ay, but eventually

becam
e outdated - that at P

eterborough is
now

 used as a m
ess hut.  In 1969 the first

M
ission chaplain w

as taken on and now
the 

chaplains 
operate 

from
 

offices
provided 

by 
the 

various 
railw

ay
com

panies.  
Inevitably, 

m
uch 

of 
the

M
ission's w

ork relates to disasters, either
personal in the case of railw

ay staff, or
m

ajor incidents such as Ladbrook G
rove

and H
atfield.  T

hese recent incidents had
highlighted the 

pastoral w
ork 

of 
the

chaplains to 
the 

injured 
and 

those

traum
atised by the horror of w

orking at
the site.

T
he M

ission first published its m
agazine

"R
ailw

ay 
S

ignal" 
in 

M
ay 

1882.  
Its

calendar is now
 m

uch sought after.  T
he

M
ission's archives have been passed to

the N
R

M
 for safe keeping and it is hoped

that 
the 

M
ission's 

history 
w

ill 
be

published som
etim

e, especially as 
it

celebrates its 125 year anniversary next
year.

Law
rence W

right gave us a vivid account
of 

his 
w

ork 
w

ith 
railw

ay 
staff. 

 
A

n
im

portant part of his job is be a friend to
all 

and to 
provide a listening ear for

confidential topics w
hich could not be

discussed w
ith colleagues or  a w

elfare
departm

ent - 
the M

ission com
plem

ents
the com

pany organisation, not replace it.
Law

rence brought to his w
ork experience

from
 the B

ritish T
ransport P

olice.  T
his

proved 
valuable 

w
hen 

it 
becam

e
necessary to get to the to the scene of one
incident 

rapidly 
and 

helped 
him

 
to

understand the support needed by 
the

em
ergency crew

s during m
ajor incidents.

H
e finished the talk w

ith som
e am

using
m

em
ories from

 his w
ork, but the m

ost
im

portant lesson w
as that 

the 
hum

an
elem

ent of any railw
ay system

 needs its
m

aintenance if 
the system

 is 
to 

w
ork

sm
oothly, and som

e of this m
aintenance is

provided by T
he R

ailw
ay M

ission.  

A
t the end m

em
bers donated £37.20 and a

very 
nice 

letter 
has 

been 
received

thanking the group.

P
h

il B
ro

w
n

N
O

T
E

T
he report on the O

utreach P
rogram

m
e

and the 
O

ctober indoor 
m

eeting w
ill

appear in the next issue
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event w
hich m

ay be repeated at intervals.
A

t the m
ain site, w

e w
ere taken to the

m
eeting room

, w
hich had been set out

w
ith a buffet lunch. It is quite clear from

the decorations in the m
eeting room

 how
new

 the m
useum

 is - there is absolutely
nothing on the w

alls! I w
onder how

 long
that w

ill continue?
W

hen w
e had finished out m

eal, our
guide, Jim

 joined us to start the tour. W
e

w
ere introduced to the state of the art

building through a nearby display. T
his

has nothing to 
do 

w
ith 

railw
ays, but

show
s the am

ount of electricity produced
by the solar cells on the roof, and the
w

ind turbine. T
he building also collects

w
ater from

 the roof, w
hich is used for

non-drinking 
purposes. 

O
verall, 

the
electricity and w

ater produced from
 these

arrangem
ents services a good proportion

of the m
useum

's requirem
ents. Little heat

is needed to keep the building cool, as it is
w

ell insulated. W
e w

ere told that even in
these northern clim

es, it 
w

as still 
quite

pleasant in the w
inter.

T
he tour took in a good proportion of the

current m
useum

's exhibits. O
ne of 

the
first locom

otives w
e encountered was the

G
N

R
 

J52 
N

o 
1247, 

w
hich 

or 
V

ice
P

resident, C
aptain B

ill 
S

m
ith purchased

direct from
 

B
R

 
service. W

e took the
opportunity for another group photograph
by the engine.
W

e w
ere also treated to a view

 inside the
LN

W
R

 C
orridor 1st B

rake R
oyal support

vehicle N
o 5154, w

hen w
e w

ere allow
ed

access a few
 at a tim

e inside the vehicle.
S

om
e of the exhibits are less presentable,

though, there being a significant num
ber

of 
goods vehicles aw

aiting restoration.
T

his w
as part of the objectives in creating

Locom
otion, since it 

m
eans that 

the
vehicles are 

no 
longer 

suffering 
the

ravages of the w
eather w

hile they w
ait

their turn to m
ove to the restoration area.

A
t the tim

e w
e w

ere there, the restorers'
attention w

as concentrated on a G
W

R
 6

w
heel 

coach, 
w

hich 
w

as 
nearing

com
pletion. T

he 
LN

E
R

 
snow

 plough,
w

hich 
w

as 
the 

subject 
of 

a 
m

ajor
restoration project a couple of years ago,
and reported in the N

R
M

 R
eview

, w
as

displayed 
in 

the 
front 

centre 
of

Locom
otion, so visitors could appreciate

the quality of the job.
A

 few
 new

 arrivals w
ere tucked aw

ay at
the rear of the hall. T

w
o of these w

ere
track 

inspection vehicles just 
released

from
 w

ork on the m
ain line. In tim

e these
w

ill be prepared for exhibit but at present
they w

ere available for visitors to inspect
close up 

- 
som

ething w
hich 

is 
quite

difficult 
at 

norm
al 

tim
es 

for 
these

nocturnal vehicles. A
nother new

 arrival
w

as a B
R

 S
tandard 4M

T
 on loan from

 the
S

evern V
alley R

ailw
ay. T

his show
s that

not only is the M
useum

 is m
aintaining its

policy of rotating exhibits w
ith preserved

railw
ays, but som

e reciprocate.
A

fter the tour w
e w

ere given a hour to
ourselves to w

ander round the hall and
environs, before w

e congregated near the
entrance for the m

ini-bus ride back to the
H

ackw
orth site. H

ere our coach and driver
w

ere w
aiting to take us on the journey

back 
to 

D
arlington. A

gain, 
w

e 
w

ere
entertained by old railw

ay sites along the
w

ay. 
O

ur 
driver 

w
as certainly to 

be
congratulated for his local know

ledge.
B

ack at D
arlington, w

e each m
ade our

w
ay back by train to the S

outh. S
everal of

us had a w
hile to w

ait, so the pub across
the road from

 T
op B

ank station beckoned.
O

ur final discovery of the w
eekend w

as
finding real ale on offer at only £1.25 a
pint - and it w

asn't even "happy hour".
O

ur thanks go to P
hil B

row
n for his w

ork
in m

aking the w
eekend such a success.
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A
bove - M

artin S
ixsm

ith, Janice
M

urray (N
R

M
) and M

el D
raper 

A
bove - P

arty on the R
iver O

use
Left - Locom

otion B
uilding

 Left M
iddle - P

arty at B
rick A

4
R

ight M
iddle - T

he w
ire fisherm

an
Left B

ottom
 - T

he N
orth R

oad
       P

layers
R

ight B
ottom

 - D
orethy B

row
n 

  leaves R
oyal C

oach
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A
bove - G

roup in front of ex-G
N

R
 J52

Left - S
ans P

areil

B
elow

 - N
am

eplate of N
o 90040

(see overleaf)

B
riefing N

o 39
5

O
ctober 2005


