FORTHCOMING EVENTS

14th March 2005

The N.R.M. Knowledge and
Collections Department

Helen Ashby, NRM
(NOTE CHANGE OF SPEAKER)

11t April 2005
The Railway Heritage Committee
Mr T. Neil Butters,
Strategic Rail Authority

2th September 2005
The work of the
Railway Mission since 1881
lan Markey
Chairman, The Railway Mission

10h October 2005

The work and developments in the
NRM Engineering Department

Jim Rees,
NRM Rail Vehicle Collections Manager
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The meetings will be held in the
Conference Room at Marylebone
Station. Pleaseenterfrom thedooratthe
left within the gatewayat the entranceto
the station concourse. The talks
commenceat 19.00 and therewill be a
personon the door to let you in from
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind
the door locked, pleasetelephone0771
554 9907 There will be a voluntary
collection to help cover the cost - we
suggest donationof around£1to £2 per
head- teaor coffeeincluded. Guestsare
welcome. Meetings usually finish by
21.00.

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road,
Kempshott, Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081

e-mail: ian.b.harrison@btinternet.com
Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684

e-mail: george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://Homepage.ntlworld.com/ms.draper/index.htm|

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper,, 18 St Margarets Garden
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8N
Telephone 01767 221673

e-mail: ms.draper@ntlworld.com
Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LHH
Telephone 01767 312576

e-mail: gableend@argonet.co.uk

or
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Vice Presidents - Captain Bill Smith VRD, RNR; Alan Pegler FRSA

TEN YEARS ON

Thoseof you with long memoriesmay be
aware that the South of England Group
was formed in 1991, when a number of

membersbasedin the South East came
togetherto form the Group.It wasn'tuntil

January1995 that the first copy of the
Briefing - then called a Newsletter- was
published.Unlike today'sedition, it wasa
two sided A4 sheet,although,eventhen,
it wasproducedn colour - albeit without
photographs.

It is interesting to look back on the
contents.We were, at that time, holding
our meetingsin the BR South Eastern
CareerDevelopmentCentre. During the
previousyear, we had as speakersSteve
McColl (then director of BR Special
Trains unit) and PeterTownend(of "Top

Shed" fame). We also had made a pre-
openingtour of the facilities at Waterloo
International,just beforethe inception of

the Eurostar service. The Duchess of

Hamilton had just completeda seasonin

the South, and our sales team had
attendedthe ExeterRail Fair and "Steam
on the Met".

How thingshavechangedn adecadeBR

is no more (arguablyalongwith rail open
daysandcareerdevelopment!);Steamon

the Met" is only a faded memory, Steve
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McColl has had his ups and downs, the
Duchessis back at York, and Waterloo
International may well be about to close.

Some things don't change though. We
were, and are, still active with our sales
stand and the article about the Mike
Turner rail prints, which we continueto
sellonthestand,s still apposite And, not
forgetting, I'm still here as the editor!
Amazingly, I'm still using the same
computerto bashout the copy, an Acorn
RiscPC (a British design which has
outlastedany Windowsbox), althoughthe
software has been improved quite a bit.
For anyone wanting to wallow in
nostalgia,you may like to know that all
the back editions of our Newsletter/
Briefing are on the Group web site (see
address on back page)
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13™ ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The membersarrived in the Marylebone
Station meetingroom on 10" Januaryto
be greetedby a sumptuoushuffet setout
by Margaret and George Rultter.
Following a brief introduction, twenty
members and guests set about
demolishing the feast.

Having got us into a mellow mood, the

serious businessof the evening began.
lan Harrison, our chairman, gave us a

brief review of the pastyear. Therehad
been7 eveningmeetingswith an average
attendanceof twenty memberswho had
enjoyeda varied programmeorganiseddy

your reporter, ranging from the first

developmentsof railways in north-east
Englandto a talk showinghow we were
falling behindin moderndevelopmentsf

high speedtrains. For the summervisit a

party of elevenmembershad beento the

STEAM Museumat Swindonandridden
on the Swindon and Cricklade Railway.

To keep everyoneinformed of events
there had been four issuesof Briefing;

thanksto the efforts of Mel Draper.The

Group had played its part in the

momentouseventsof 2004 - Railfest at

York, the purchaseof Flying Scotsman
and the return to main line operationof

City of Trura

lan concludedwith some of the issues.
The restoration of Lord Nelson was
turning into a nail-biting thriller as it

continued to be dogged by problems.
Neverthelessit wasstill expectedo take
part in the Trafalgar bicentenary
celebrations in  October.  Following

representationsto York, the Group
committeeis now receivingan improved
flow of information which allows us to

plan coveragefor the rail tours that use
NRM locomotives,andgive fuller advice
to visitorsto our standon NRM activities.
Finally lan thankedthe committeefor all
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their hard work over the past year.

George Rutter gave a report on the
activities of the salesstand. The stand
had been out to 14 eventstotalling 20
daysin 2004 (comparedwith 16 and 24
last year). To this must be addedthe
supportby many from the Group during
the nine daysof Railfest. The efforts had
seena surplusof £3080(£2577in 2003),
including £900 raised at Railfest. In
additionto our surplusone shouldbearin
mind paymentsto the Museum shop of
£1184 and to Friends Enterprises of
£1921, both of which will benefit the
work of the Museum. Georgethankedall
who have helped during the pastyear -
moreassistancavasalwayswelcome. lan
thanked Georgeon behalf of the Group
for all his hard work on the organising
and planning of the stand outings. He
notedthat we had beenmore selectivein
our choiceof venues- especiallythe high
visibility events such as the London
Festivalof Model Railwaysat Alexandra
Palaceand the Warley exhibition at the
NEC - and had concentratedsales on
more valuable items, with consequential
improvements in surplus.

After this review of the past,therewasa
review of the plansfor 2005. Bookings
for the summer outing are going well,

with only onesingleandonedoubleroom
not spokenfor. More detailsaregivenin

a separatarticle. The 2005/6programme
of evening meetings is coming along
nicely - again see separateitem for the
latest position.

The meetingmoved on to the elections.
On the three year cycle lan Harrison &

Alan Gosling were to stand down; both
were re-elected.

To finish of the evening, lan Harrison
showeda shortfilm madein March 1963
with John Betjeman travelling on the
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LECTURE PROGRAMME

The evening lecture programme is

shaping up well and Phil Brown, our

eventscoordinator,now has speakersor

other activities, lined up through until

April 2006. Overleafare the talks in the
next six months. You will see that we

have a wide variety of subjects,starting
with Helen Ashby, from the NRM. Her

talk was postponedrom February.Helen
will give us an insight into the

"KnowledgeandCollections"department.
This coversthe majority of the holdings
of the museum,so should be well worth

attending.

Our next speakerNeil Butters,will cover
the work of the Railway Heritage
Committee.This body is responsiblefor

overseeing the disposal of redundant
railway equipment from any of the
multitude of owners or operators. It

recommends when equipment is of

historic merit and so providesthe "feed"

of new acquisitions to the NRM.

Our Autumn seasoncommenceswith a

very different subject,a look at the work

of the Railway Mission. This body
providesspiritual comfortto railway staff

and customersilts profile hasbeenraised
recently by the work it has done to

supportthoseinvolvedin the accidentsat

Potters Bar and elsewhere.

OctoberseesanotherNRM speakersthis
time by Jim Rees,managerof the Rail

Vehicles Collection - also known as the

locosandrolling stock.Jim will bring us

up to date on the recentdevelopments,
which no doubt includes some insights

into the restorationwork at York and

Shildon.

Later in the sessionwe will hearof the
activities of the Kent and East Sussex
Railway, EuropearRailways,andreceive
an insight into signalling systems.The
actualsubjectof thelatter still needgo be
confirmed,but we havea yearstill to do
that!

In February of next year, we will be
holding another members'evening, this
time of slides.Soif you haveany 35mm
slides which you believe will be of
interestto memberspleasedig them out
and be preparedto bring them along. If
you have photographson other media
(prints, digital or, even lantern slides!),
please get in touch with myself (Mel
Draper) and I'll discuss whether it is
possible to convert them into a form
suitable for projection to the audience.

As usual, details of the forthcoming
eventswill be given on the back pageof
the Briefing nearerthe date.And finally,
if you know of a speakemwho you think
we shouldinvite, or would like to suggest
a topic which we shouldinclude in the
programmepleasegetin touchwith Phil
Brown.

LORD NELSON

As you probably know, Lord Nelsonis
undergoing repair by the Eastleigh
Railway Preservation Society (ERPS).
The locomotive restorationto mainline
running order is virtually completewith
the exceptionof the boiler. This is still at
RogerPridham'svorks andis expectedo
bereturnedn April. Potentially thetarget
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operatingdate of Juneis still achievable.
Once the locomotive is finished, it is
scheduledo moveto the West Somerset
Railway for running in.

As for the ERPS ,you will beawareof the
news of the closure of EasleighWorks.
However, the ERPS have been given
assurancesthat they can stay at the
Eastleigh site until 2007.
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SUMMER OUTING 2005

Twenty-threemembershave booked for
this year'strip to the north on 24thto 26th
June.| still haveonedoubleroombooked
but not spokenfor and am preparedto
bookmoreroomsif necessaryWe gather
atthe King's HeadHotel in Darlingtonon
the Friday evening. Some,no doubt, will

take advantageof the trip to arrive early
and spend some time exploring
Darlington and its railway heritage
(whether a brick-built A4 pacific really
qualifies is questionable). | have not
organisedanything for the Friday since
somewill be arriving late after a day of
toil, but no doubtotherswill join together
for a meal or a drink.

On Saturdaywe makeour own way south
to York. The Friend'sAGM startsafter
lunch and | haveleft it to individualsto

decidehow to spendtheir time, joining in

the AGM and the AGM lunch as they
desire. Pleaseeply to Michael Wallace's
AGM calling noticeto let him know your
intentions. Thereis no planfor "Partners
Activities”, but | can recommend a
number of activities for those who are
unfamiliar with the many attractions
availablein the city. All | ask is that
everyoneis down at the landing stagein

good time for us to castoff promptly at
7.30pmfor a cruise on the River Ouse.
Therewill be a buffet on the boatand |

haveinvited Friendsfrom the York area
to join us for the cruise (on the
understandingthat South of England
Groupmembershavepriority if we reach
the boatlimit of 35). The boatcrewhave
promisedto getus backin goodtime for
our return to Darlington.

On the Sunday we start by travelling
acrosstown to North Road Stationfor a
guidedtour of the museumthere, seeing
"Locomotion” - the locomotive (from the
opening of the Stockton & Darlington
Railway in 1825). We thentravel up the
valley to Shildon for a buffet lunch and

tour of the "Locomotion” - the museum.

Hopefully therewill be plenty of time for
membersto explore the NRM's latest
facility before returning to Darlington
Bank Top station for the train back to
London.

Fulll details will be sent out to
participantsearlyin Juneonceall thefinal

arrangementarein place. Meanwhile,if

anyonehasnot bookedbut would like to
join us pleaseget in touch so that | can
addtheir nameto thelist - seebackpage
for contactdetails. |1 havea few copies
availableof the leafletfor the North Road
Museumandthe Darlingtonguidewhich |

will be taking to our coming evening
meetings.

Phil Brown

locomation

THE NATIOMAL RAILWAY MUSEUM AT SHILDON
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former Somerset & Dorset lines to
Burnham. Whilst somuchhaschangedr
beenlost we were struck by the way the
commentarywasstill relevantto todayin
forecastingraffic jamson theroadsanda

return to rail travel within ten years!

The meetingclosedwith a vote of thanks
to George and Margaret for the
magnificent spread.

Phil Brown

THE LCGB'S KEN NUNN COLLECTION

On 14" February2005we welcomedone
of our regular membersto talk to us.
Charles Firminger brought along 200
slides from the LCGB's Ken Nunn
collection. Charlesintroduced the talk
with somebackgroundnformationon the
collection. Ken Nunn hadworkedfor the
GER (andlaterthe LNER andBR Eastern
Region), spending much time at
Brentwood. This explainedwhy thereis a
predominanceof GER pictures in the
collection!  The collection, of about
11,800,is fully cataloguedand copiesof
the lists are available- on disc or CD for
the computer literate. It includes
collections bought by Ken Nunn of
photographsby H L Hopwood, R P
Angus-Lewisand others,aswell assome
by his brother Cyril. Copies of the

picturesof the HettonColliery locomotive
and Hackworth's Royal Sovereignwere
not from the mid 19th century, but from
the 1925 Stockton& Darlington Railway
centenary celebrations. Also from this
event,was a picture of the latest LNER
traction in the form of Al pacific 2563
William Whitelawand electriclocomotive
number 13.

The pictures showed some interesting
workings suchas an ex-GCRIlocomotive
at Bourne End with the Northern Rubber
Special run by our vice-presidentAlan
Pegler. Anotherpicture showedthe GNR
Atlantics 990 Henry Oakley and 251
double headingwhat may have been a
rehearsal for the famous Plant
Centenarianof September1953. Also
featured were a number of royal train

pictures can be bought at a reasonable \orkings, the condition of whose

price from GrahamStacey,11 Braywood
Avenue, Egham, Surrey, TW20 9OLY.

The picture sequencestartedin Scotland
with pictures from the Highland and
Caledonian Railways. We were then
takenaroundthe LNER, LMS, SR, GWR
and their constituent railways, not
forgetting the Hundred of Man Steam
Tramway. The picturestook us backto
the endof the 19th centuryandforwardto
the locomotive exchangesof 1948 (a
Bullied light pacific piloting a Liverpool
expresspn its way to trials in the Scottish
Region).

Most of the pictureswere from eitherthe
Edwardianperiod, or the inter-war years.
Not all wereasold as might appear- the
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locomotives contrastedwith the grimy
subjects of many of the pictures.

Throughout the evening Charles was
aidedby commentsand anecdote®n the
pictures from other members.Some of
these suggestedhat the information on
the picture was not entirely correct: for
instanceone train seemedto be coming
from Upminster,not goingto it. This did
not, however,spoil the enjoymentof the
evening, more it enhanced it by
encouraging discussion.

Charles has another sequenceof slides
concentratingon the London areawhich
he hasofferedto show. We will betaking
him up in a future programme.

Phil Brown
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ROCKET DOWN-UNDER

The Internetis a wonderful thing. Some
two yearsago, JohnHeald contactedme
by e-mail. He had noticed, on our Web
Site, the report in Briefing 21 (March
2001)aboutthe talk on "The Engineering
History of Robert Stephenson'®Rocket”
by Michael Bailey and John P Glithero.
As a model engineer living in Rotorua,
New Zealand, he was interestedin the
availability of design information from
which he aimed to build a model. By
coincidence] wasgoingto New Zealand
a few monthslater, so| arrangedo meet
him, armedwith a copy of the NRM Book
on the subject.
Sincethen,Johnhasmadea visit to UK,
travellingto York to view andphotograph
the Rocket replicas, both static and

Part of the chassis showing the
driving wheel and eccentric for
driving the valve gear.
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working, and to the ScienceMuseumto

photography original Rocket components.

His model, for 7% inch gauge,is a

representatiorof the rebuilt version,i.e.

after the cylinders were lowered and a

smokeboxand buffersfitted. His lateste-

mail to me showsit progressingvell, and
the chassiswill be completein the next
month or two. Below are photographof

the cylinders and part of the chassis.
When finished, the all up weight will be
around 40 kg. Surely this must be the
most distant model of Rocket from its

"home"; and can | claim the record for

attractinga visitor to travelthe furthestto

visit the NRM?

I've askedJohnto keep us updatedon
progress.

The cylinders and valve assemblies,
photographed with a packet of New Zealand
matches to give an idea of scale.
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OUTREACH REPORT

On 4t and 5" Decembemwve attendecthe
National Model Railway Exhibition,
organisedby the Warley Model Railway
Club at the N.E.C. Birmingham. Unlike
last year, the weather was reasonably
good,buttrain servicego theN.E.C.were
still patchy.On Sundaywhenl| attended,
the 4 car EMU was so overloadedat
Coventrythat the brakesrefusedto come
off and everyonehad to de-train. The
usualchaosensuedat which point it was
quite clear which of the passengersvere
for the clothesshow (following the herd
up anddownthe stairs)andwho werethe
rail enthusiastgignoring the loudspeaker
announcementssitting put and watching
the arrival/departure boards). The net
result was that we let the grossly
overcrowdedlocal departand reboarded
our original, and now empty, train which
followed immediately behind.

Once at the show the atmospherewas
buzzing- the mixture of electricandlive-
steampower, with a slightly over-loaded
public addresssystem,had somethingto
do with it The main display was a
Ffestiniog engine, rather than an NRM
loco aslast year (the BeattieWell Tank).

As a result, our stand was positioned
down one of the aisles.It turnedout that
we were in a good position to attract
passingcustomers betweerthe snackbar
and the toilets. Over the two days,some
18,000 people attendedthe show which
was well up on last year. As a result, so
were our takings. Overall, a very
successful event.

Our next eventwasthe EastBedfordshire
Model Railway Show at Biggleswadeon
12h February.Like last year,we werein
themainhall and,like Warley,attendance
seemedo be muchgreaterthanlastyear.
Takings were also up on previous years.
Our next event will be the London
Festivalof Model Railwaysat Alexandra
Palace, London, on 2 and 39 April.
Whilst not asbig asthe NEC event,it is
still the largestshow of its kind in the
South of England. So why not come
along?

In addition,you will haveseenfrom your
copy of the FNRM Review that City of
Truro is making a few more visits to the
South. We are investigatingwhetherwe
will have an opportunity to accompany
her with sales support activities.

A quiet period round the FNRM stand at the National Model Railway Exhibition, NEC
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