
F
O

R
T

H
C

O
M

IN
G

 E
V

E
N

T
S

14
th M

arch 2005
T

he N
.R

.M
. K

now
ledge and

C
ollections D

epartm
ent

H
e

le
n

 A
sh

b
y, N

R
M

   (N
O

T
E

 C
H

A
N

G
E

 O
F

 S
P

E
A

K
E

R
)

11
th A

pril 2005
T

he R
ailw

ay H
eritage C

om
m

ittee
M

r T
. N

e
il B

u
tte

rs, 
S

tra
te

g
ic R

a
il A

u
th

o
rity

2
th S

eptem
ber 2005

T
he w

ork of the
R

ailw
ay M

ission since 1881

Ia
n

 M
a

rke
y

C
h

a
irm

a
n

, T
h

e
 R

a
ilw

a
y M

issio
n.

10
th O

ctober 2005
T

he w
ork and developm

ents in the
N

R
M

 E
ngineering D

epartm
ent

Jim
 R

e
e

s,
N

R
M

 R
a

il V
e

h
icle

 C
o

lle
ctio

n
s M

a
n

a
g

e
r

.

Baker       Street

M
a
ryle

b
o
n
e
 R

o
a
d

M
e
lco

m
b
e
 S

tre
e
t

Harewood Avenue

B
a

ke
r

Gloucester          Place

S
tre

e
t

P
la

tfo
rm

s
M

a
ryle

b
o

n
e

M
e

lco
m

b
e

 S
tre

e
t

S
ta

tio
n

C
o

n
co

u
rse

T
o

P
a

d
d

in
g

to
n

E
n

try

T
he 

m
eetings w

ill 
be 

held 
in 

the
C

onference 
R

oom
 

at 
M

arylebone
S

tation.  P
lease enter from

 the door at the
left w

ithin the gatew
ay at the entrance to

the 
station 

concourse.  
T

he 
talks

com
m

ence at 19.00 and there w
ill 

be a
person on the door to let you in from
18.30.  If you arrive after 19.00 and find
the door locked, please telephone 0771
554 9907  

T
here w

ill 
be a voluntary

collection to help cover the cost - w
e

suggest a donation of around £1 to £2 per
head - tea or coffee included.  G

uests are
w

elcom
e. M

eetings usually finish 
by

21.00.

C
ontact A

ddresses for S
outh of E

ngland G
roup

G
R

O
U

P
 W

E
B

 P
A

G
E

 - http://H
om

epage.ntlw
orld.com

/m
s.draper/index.htm

l
C

hairm
an :

Ian H
arrison, 1 K

estrel R
oad,

K
em

pshott, B
asingstoke, R

G
22 5P

A
T

elephone: 01256 326081
e-m

ail:   ian.b.harrison@
btinternet.com

S
ecretary :

G
eorge R

utter, 75 U
pper Lodge Lane,

H
azlem

ere, H
igh W

ycom
be, H

P
15 7A

S
 

T
elephone 01494 716684

e-m
ail:   george@

rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

B
riefing E

ditor :
M

el D
raper,, 18 S

t M
argarets G

ardens,
B

igglesw
ade, B

edfordshire, S
G

18 8N
U

 
T

elephone 01767 221673
e-m

ail:    m
s.draper@

ntlw
orld.com

E
vents C

oordinator :
P

hilip B
row

n, 75 D
ells Lane,

B
igglesw

ade, B
edfordshire, S

G
18 8LH

T
elephone 01767 312576

e-m
ail:    gableend@

argonet.co.uk
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T
he F

riends of the             

N
ational R

ailw
ay M

useum

NN
RR

MM

FF
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S
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M
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V
ice P

residents - C
aptain B

ill S
m

ith V
R

D
, R

N
R

; A
lan P

egler F
R

S
A

T
E

N
 Y

E
A

R
S

 O
N

T
hose of you w

ith long m
em

ories m
ay be

aw
are that the S

outh of E
ngland G

roup
w

as form
ed in 1991, w

hen a num
ber of

m
em

bers based in the S
outh E

ast cam
e

together to form
 the G

roup. It w
asn't until

January 1995 that the first copy of the
B

rie
fin

g - then called a N
ew

sletter - w
as

published. U
nlike today's edition, it w

as a
tw

o sided A
4 sheet, although, even then,

it w
as produced in colour - albeit w

ithout
photographs.
It 

is 
interesting to 

look 
back on 

the
contents. W

e w
ere, at that tim

e, holding
our m

eetings in 
the B

R
 S

outh E
astern

C
areer D

evelopm
ent C

entre. D
uring the

previous year, w
e had as speakers, Steve

M
cC

oll 
(then director of 

B
R

 
S

pecial
T

rains unit) and P
eter T

ow
nend (of "T

op
S

hed" fam
e). W

e also had m
ade a pre-

opening tour of the facilities at W
aterloo

International, just before the inception of
the E

urostar service. T
he

D
u

ch
e

ss o
f

H
a

m
ilto

n had just com
pleted a season in

the 
S

outh, and 
our 

sales team
 

had
attended the E

xeter R
ail F

air and "S
team

on the M
et".

H
ow

 things have changed in a decade. BR
is no m

ore (arguably along w
ith rail open

days and career developm
ent!), "S

team
 on

the M
et" is only a faded m

em
ory, S

teve

M
cC

oll has had his ups and dow
ns, the

D
u

ch
e

ss is back at Y
ork, and W

aterloo
International m

ay w
ell be about to close.

S
om

e things don't change though. W
e

w
ere, and are, still active w

ith our sales
stand and the article about the M

ike
T

urner rail prints, w
hich w

e continue to
sell on the stand, is still apposite. And, not
forgetting, I'm

 
still 

here as the editor!
A

m
azingly, 

I'm
 

still 
using 

the 
sam

e
com

puter to bash out the copy, an A
corn

R
iscP

C
 (a 

B
ritish 

design w
hich 

has
outlasted any W

indow
s box), although the

softw
are has been im

proved quite a bit.
F

or 
anyone 

w
anting 

to 
w

allow
 

in
nostalgia, you m

ay like to know
 that all

the 
back 

editions of 
our 

N
ew

sletter/
B

rie
fin

g are on the G
roup w

eb site (see
address on back page)

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

10 Y
ears O

n ...................................... 
1

A
G

M
 R

eport ..................................... 2
LC

G
B

's K
en N

unn C
ollection .......... 3

R
ocket D

ow
n U

nder ........................  4
O

utreach R
eport ............................... 

5
S

um
m

er O
uting U

pdate ....................6
Lecture P

rogram
m

e ......................... 7
Lord N

elson update ..........................7
F

orthcom
ing E

vents ......................... 8
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13
T

H A
N

N
U

A
L G

E
N

E
R

A
L M

E
E

T
IN

G
T

he m
em

bers arrived in the M
arylebone

S
tation m

eeting room
 on 10

th January to
be greeted by a sum

ptuous buffet set out
by 

M
argaret 

and 
G

eorge 
R

utter.
F

ollow
ing 

a 
brief 

introduction, tw
enty

m
em

bers 
and 

guests 
set 

about
dem

olishing the feast.
H

aving got us into a m
ellow

 m
ood, the

serious business of 
the evening began.

Ian H
arrison, our chairm

an, gave us a
brief review

 of the past year.  T
here had

been 7 evening m
eetings w

ith an average
attendance of tw

enty m
em

bers w
ho had

enjoyed a varied program
m

e organised by
your 

reporter, ranging from
 

the 
first

developm
ents of 

railw
ays in 

north-east
E

ngland to a talk show
ing how

 w
e w

ere
falling behind in m

odern developm
ents of

high speed trains.  F
or the sum

m
er visit a

party of eleven m
em

bers had been to the
S

T
E

A
M

 M
useum

 at S
w

indon and ridden
on the S

w
indon and C

ricklade R
ailw

ay.
T

o 
keep everyone inform

ed of 
events

there had been four issues of B
riefing;

thanks to the efforts of M
el D

raper. T
he

G
roup 

had 
played 

its 
part 

in 
the

m
om

entous events of 2004 - R
ailfest at

Y
ork, the purchase of

F
lyin

g
 S

co
tsm

a
n

and the return to m
ain line operation of

C
ity o

f T
ru

ro.
Ian concluded w

ith som
e of the issues.

T
he 

restoration of
L

o
rd

 
N

e
lso

n 
w

as
turning into 

a nail-biting thriller 
as it

continued to 
be dogged by 

problem
s.

N
evertheless, it w

as still expected to take
part 

in 
the 

T
rafalgar 

bicentenary
celebrations in 

O
ctober. 

 
F

ollow
ing

representations to 
Y

ork, 
the 

G
roup

com
m

ittee is now
 receiving an im

proved
flow

 of inform
ation w

hich allow
s us to

plan coverage for the rail tours that use
N

R
M

 locom
otives, and give fuller advice

to visitors to our stand on N
R

M
 activities.

F
inally Ian thanked the com

m
ittee for all

their hard w
ork over the past year.  

G
eorge R

utter gave a 
report on 

the
activities of the sales stand.  T

he stand
had been out to 14 events totalling 20
days in 2004 (com

pared w
ith 16 and 24

last year).  T
o this m

ust be added the
support by m

any from
 the G

roup during
the nine days of R

ailfest.  T
he efforts had

seen a surplus of £3080 (£2577 in 2003),
including £900 raised at R

ailfest.  
In

addition to our surplus one should bear in
m

ind paym
ents to the M

useum
 shop of

£1184 and 
to 

F
riends E

nterprises of
£1921, both of 

w
hich w

ill 
benefit the

w
ork of the M

useum
.  G

eorge thanked all
w

ho have helped during the past year -
m

ore assistance was alw
ays w

elcom
e.  Ian

thanked G
eorge on behalf of the G

roup
for all his hard w

ork on the organising
and planning of the stand outings.  H

e
noted that w

e had been m
ore selective in

our choice of venues - especially the high
visibility 

events such as 
the 

London
F

estival of M
odel R

ailw
ays at A

lexandra
P

alace and the W
arley exhibition at the

N
E

C
 - 

and had concentrated sales on
m

ore valuable item
s, w

ith consequential
im

provem
ents in surplus.

A
fter this review

 of the past, there w
as a

review
 of the plans for 2005.  B

ookings
for 

the sum
m

er outing are going w
ell,

w
ith only one single and one double room

not spoken for.  M
ore details are given in

a separate article.  T
he 2005/6 program

m
e

of 
evening m

eetings is 
com

ing along
nicely - again see separate item

 for the
latest position.
T

he m
eeting m

oved on to the elections.
O

n the three year cycle Ian H
arrison &

A
lan G

osling w
ere to stand dow

n; both
w

ere  re-elected.
T

o finish of 
the evening, Ian H

arrison
show

ed a short film
 m

ade in M
arch 1963

w
ith 

John B
etjem

an travelling on 
the

B
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LE
C

T
U

R
E

 P
R

O
G

R
A

M
M

E
T

he 
evening 

lecture 
program

m
e 

is
shaping up w

ell 
and P

hil 
B

row
n, our

events coordinator, now
 has speakers or

other activities, lined up through until
A

pril 2006. O
verleaf are the talks in the

next six m
onths. Y

ou w
ill 

see that w
e

have a w
ide variety of subjects, starting

w
ith H

elen A
shby, from

 the N
R

M
. H

er
talk w

as postponed from
 F

ebruary. H
elen

w
ill 

give 
us 

an 
insight 

into 
the

"K
now

ledge and C
ollections" departm

ent.
T

his covers the m
ajority of the holdings

of the m
useum

, so should be w
ell w

orth
attending.
O

ur next speaker, Neil B
utters, w

ill cover
the 

w
ork 

of 
the 

R
ailw

ay 
H

eritage
C

om
m

ittee. T
his body is responsible for

overseeing the 
disposal of 

redundant
railw

ay 
equipm

ent from
 

any 
of 

the
m

ultitude 
of 

ow
ners or 

operators. It
recom

m
ends w

hen 
equipm

ent 
is 

of
historic m

erit and so provides the "feed"
of new

 acquisitions to the N
R

M
.

O
ur A

utum
n season com

m
ences w

ith a
very different subject, a look at the w

ork
of 

the 
R

ailw
ay 

M
ission. 

T
his 

body
provides spiritual com

fort to railw
ay staff

and custom
ers. Its profile has been raised

recently by 
the w

ork 
it 

has done to
support those involved in the accidents at
P

otters B
ar and elsew

here. 
O

ctober sees another N
R

M
 speakers, this

tim
e by Jim

 R
ees, m

anager of the R
ail

V
ehicles C

ollection - also know
n as the

locos and rolling stock. Jim
 w

ill bring us
up to date on the recent developm

ents,
w

hich no doubt includes som
e insights

into 
the restoration w

ork 
at Y

ork 
and

S
hildon.

Later in the session, w
e w

ill 
hear of the

activities of 
the K

ent and E
ast S

ussex
R

ailw
ay, E

uropean Railw
ays, and receive

an insight into signalling system
s. T

he
actual subject of the latter still needs to be
confirm

ed, but w
e have a year still to do

that! 
In 

F
ebruary of 

next year, w
e w

ill 
be

holding another m
em

bers' evening, this
tim

e of slides. S
o if you have any 35m

m
slides w

hich 
you 

believe w
ill 

be 
of

interest to m
em

bers, please dig them
 out

and be prepared to bring them
 along. If

you have photographs on other m
edia

(prints, digital or, even lantern slides!),
please get in 

touch w
ith 

m
yself (M

el
D

raper) and I'll 
discuss w

hether it 
is

possible to 
convert them

 into 
a 

form
suitable for projection to the audience.
A

s 
usual, details of 

the 
forthcom

ing
events w

ill be given on the back page of
the B

riefing nearer the date. A
nd finally,

if you know
 of a speaker w

ho you think
w

e should invite, or w
ould like to suggest

a topic w
hich w

e should include in the
program

m
e, please get in touch w

ith P
hil

B
row

n.

LO
R

D
 N

E
LS

O
N

A
s you probably know

,
L

o
rd

 N
e

lso
n

is
undergoing 

repair 
by 

the 
E

astleigh
R

ailw
ay 

P
reservation S

ociety (E
R

P
S

).
T

he locom
otive restoration to m

ainline
running order is virtually com

plete w
ith

the exception of the boiler. T
his is still at

R
oger P

ridham
's works and is expected to

be returned in A
pril. P

otentially, the target

operating date of June is still achievable.
O

nce the locom
otive is 

finished, it 
is

scheduled to m
ove to the W

est S
om

erset
R

ailw
ay for running in.

A
s for the E

R
P

S
, you w

ill be aw
are of the

new
s of the closure of E

asleigh W
orks.

H
ow

ever, the E
R

P
S

 have been given
assurances that 

they 
can stay at 

the
E

astleigh site until 2007.
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S
U

M
M

E
R

 O
U

T
IN

G
 2005

T
w

enty-three m
em

bers have booked for
this year's trip to the north on 24th to 26th
June.  I still have one double room

 booked
but not spoken for and am

 prepared to
book m

ore room
s if necessary.  W

e gather
at the K

ing's H
ead H

otel in D
arlington on

the F
riday evening.  S

om
e, no doubt, w

ill
take advantage of the trip to arrive early
and 

spend 
som

e 
tim

e 
exploring

D
arlington 

and 
its 

railw
ay 

heritage
(w

hether a brick-built A
4 pacific really

qualifies is 
questionable).  

I 
have not

organised anything for the F
riday since

som
e w

ill 
be arriving late after a day of

toil, but no doubt others w
ill join together

for a m
eal or a drink.

O
n S

aturday w
e m

ake our ow
n w

ay south
to Y

ork.  T
he F

riend's A
G

M
 starts after

lunch and I have left it to individuals to
decide how

 to spend their tim
e, joining in

the A
G

M
 

and the A
G

M
 

lunch as they
desire.  P

lease reply to M
ichael W

allace's
A

G
M

 calling notice to let him
 know

 your
intentions.  T

here is no plan for "P
artners

A
ctivities", 

but 
I 

can 
recom

m
end a

num
ber of activities for those w

ho are
unfam

iliar 
w

ith 
the 

m
any 

attractions
available in the city.  A

ll 
I 

ask is that
everyone is dow

n at the landing stage in
good tim

e for us to cast off prom
ptly at

7.30pm
 for a cruise on the R

iver O
use.

T
here w

ill 
be a buffet on the boat and I

have invited F
riends from

 the Y
ork area

to 
join 

us 
for 

the 
cruise 

(on 
the

understanding that 
S

outh 
of 

E
ngland

G
roup m

em
bers have priority if w

e reach
the boat lim

it of 35).  T
he boat crew

 have
prom

ised to get us back in good tim
e for

our return to D
arlington.

O
n the S

unday w
e start by 

travelling
across tow

n to N
orth R

oad S
tation for a

guided tour of the m
useum

 there, seeing
"Locom

otion" - the locom
otive (from

 the
opening of 

the S
tockton &

 
D

arlington
R

ailw
ay in 1825).  W

e then travel up the
valley to S

hildon for a buffet lunch and
tour of the "Locom

otion" - the m
useum

.
H

opefully there w
ill be plenty of tim

e for
m

em
bers to 

explore the N
R

M
's 

latest
facility 

before returning to 
D

arlington
B

ank T
op station for the train back to

London.
F

ulll 
details 

w
ill 

be 
sent 

out 
to

participants early in June once all the final
arrangem

ents are in place.  M
eanw

hile, if
anyone has not booked but w

ould like to
join us please get in touch so that I can
add their nam

e to the list - see back page
for contact details.  I have a few

 copies
available of the leaflet for the N

orth R
oad

M
useum

 and the D
arlington guide w

hich I
w

ill 
be taking to 

our com
ing evening

m
eetings.

P
h

il B
ro

w
n
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form
er 

S
om

erset &
 

D
orset 

lines 
to

B
urnham

.  W
hilst so m

uch has changed or
been lost w

e w
ere struck by the w

ay the
com

m
entary was still relevant to today in

forecasting traffic jam
s on the roads and a

return to rail travel w
ithin ten years!

T
he m

eeting closed w
ith a vote of thanks

to 
G

eorge 
and 

M
argaret 

for 
the

m
agnificent spread.

P
h

il B
ro

w
n

T
H

E
 LC

G
B

'S
 K

E
N

 N
U

N
N

 C
O

LLE
C

T
IO

N
O

n 14
th F

ebruary 2005 w
e w

elcom
ed one

of 
our regular m

em
bers to talk to us.

C
harles F

irm
inger 

brought along 
200

slides 
from

 
the 

LC
G

B
's 

K
en 

N
unn

collection.  
C

harles introduced the talk
w

ith som
e background inform

ation on the
collection.  K

en N
unn had w

orked for the
G

E
R

 (and later the LN
E

R
 and B

R
 E

astern
R

egion), 
spending 

m
uch 

tim
e 

at
B

rentw
ood.  T

his explained w
hy there is a

predom
inance of 

G
E

R
 pictures in 

the
collection! 

 
T

he 
collection, of 

about
11,800, is fully catalogued and copies of
the lists are available - on disc or C

D
 for

the 
com

puter 
literate. 

 
It 

includes
collections bought 

by 
K

en 
N

unn 
of

photographs by 
H

 
L 

H
opw

ood, R
 

P
A

ngus-Lew
is and others, as w

ell as som
e

by 
his 

brother C
yril. 

 
C

opies of 
the

pictures can be bought at a reasonable
price from

 G
raham

 S
tacey, 11 B

rayw
ood

A
venue, E

gham
, S

urrey, T
W

20 9LY
.

T
he picture sequence started in S

cotland
w

ith 
pictures from

 
the 

H
ighland and

C
aledonian R

ailw
ays.  

W
e 

w
ere then

taken around the LN
E

R
, LM

S
, S

R
, G

W
R

and 
their 

constituent 
railw

ays, 
not

forgetting the H
undred of 

M
an S

team
T

ram
w

ay.  T
he pictures took us back to

the end of the 19th century and forw
ard to

the locom
otive exchanges of 

1948 (a
B

ullied light pacific piloting a Liverpool
express, on its w

ay to trials in the S
cottish

R
egion).

M
ost of the pictures w

ere from
 either the

E
dw

ardian period, or the inter-w
ar years.

N
ot all w

ere as old as m
ight appear - the

pictures of the H
etton C

olliery locom
otive

and H
ackw

orth's R
oyal S

overeign w
ere

not from
 the m

id 19th century, but from
the 1925 S

tockton &
 D

arlington R
ailw

ay
centenary celebrations. A

lso 
from

 
this

event, w
as a picture of the latest LN

E
R

traction in the form
 of A

1 pacific 2563
W

illia
m

 W
h

ite
la

w and electric locom
otive

num
ber 13.

T
he 

pictures show
ed som

e interesting
w

orkings such as an ex-G
C

R
 locom

otive
at B

ourne E
nd w

ith the
N

o
rth

e
rn

 R
u

b
b

e
r

S
p

e
cia

l run by our vice-president A
lan

P
egler.  A

nother picture show
ed the G

N
R

A
tlantics 

990
H

e
n

ry 
O

a
kle

y 
and 251

double heading w
hat m

ay have been a
rehearsal 

for 
the 

fam
ous

P
la

n
t

C
e

n
te

n
a

ria
n 

of 
S

eptem
ber 1953.  

A
lso

featured w
ere a num

ber of 
royal train

w
orkings, 

the 
condition 

of 
w

hose
locom

otives contrasted w
ith 

the grim
y

subjects of m
any of the pictures.

T
hroughout the 

evening C
harles w

as
aided by com

m
ents and anecdotes on the

pictures from
 other m

em
bers. S

om
e of

these suggested that the inform
ation on

the picture w
as not entirely correct: for

instance one train seem
ed to be com

ing
from

 U
pm

inster, not going to it.  T
his did

not, how
ever, spoil the enjoym

ent of the
evening, 

m
ore 

it 
enhanced it 

by
encouraging discussion.
C

harles has another sequence of 
slides

concentrating on the London area w
hich

he has offered to show
.  W

e w
ill be taking

him
 up in a future program

m
e.
P

h
il B

ro
w

n
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 R
O

C
K

E
T

 D
O

W
N

-U
N

D
E

R
T

he Internet is a w
onderful thing. S

om
e

tw
o years ago, John H

eald contacted m
e

by e-m
ail. H

e had noticed, on our W
eb

S
ite, the report in 

B
riefing 21 (M

arch
2001) about the talk on "T

he E
ngineering

H
istory of R

obert S
tephenson's Rocket"

by M
ichael B

ailey and John P
 G

lithero.
A

s a m
odel engineer, living in R

otorua,
N

ew
 Z

ealand, he w
as interested in the

availability of 
design inform

ation from
w

hich he aim
ed to build a m

odel. B
y

coincidence, I w
as going to N

ew
 Z

ealand
a few

 m
onths later, so I arranged to m

eet
him

, arm
ed w

ith a copy of the N
R

M
 B

ook
on the subject.
S

ince then, John has m
ade a visit to U

K
,

travelling to Y
ork to view

 and photograph
the 

R
ocket 

replicas, both 
static 

and

w
orking, and to the S

cience M
useum

 to
photography original R

ocket com
ponents.

H
is 

m
odel, for 

7¼
 

inch 
gauge, is 

a
representation of the rebuilt version, i.e.
after the cylinders w

ere low
ered and a

sm
okebox and buffers fitted. H

is latest e-
m

ail to m
e show

s it progressing well, and
the chassis w

ill 
be com

plete in the next
m

onth or tw
o. B

elow
 are photographs of

the cylinders and part of 
the chassis.

W
hen finished, the all up w

eight w
ill be

around 40 kg. S
urely this m

ust be the
m

ost distant m
odel of 

R
ocket from

 its
"hom

e"; and can I claim
 the record for

attracting a visitor to travel the furthest to
visit the N

R
M

?
I've asked John to keep us updated on
progress.

 T
he cylinders and valve assem

blies,
photographed w

ith a packet of N
ew

 Z
ealand

m
atches to give an idea of scale.

P
art of the chassis show

ing the
driving w

heel and eccentric for
driving the valve gear.
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O
U

T
R

E
A

C
H

 R
E

P
O

R
T

O
n 4

th and 5
th D

ecem
ber w

e attended the
N

ational 
M

odel 
R

ailw
ay 

E
xhibition,

organised by the W
arley M

odel R
ailw

ay
C

lub at the N
.E

.C
. B

irm
ingham

. U
nlike

last year, the w
eather w

as reasonably
good, but train services to the N

.E
.C

. w
ere

still patchy. O
n S

unday, w
hen I attended,

the 4 car E
M

U
 

w
as so overloaded at

C
oventry that the brakes refused to com

e
off 

and everyone had to de-train. T
he

usual chaos ensued, at w
hich point it w

as
quite clear w

hich of the passengers were
for the clothes show

 (follow
ing the herd

up and dow
n the stairs) and w

ho w
ere the

rail enthusiasts (ignoring the loudspeaker
announcem

ents, sitting put and w
atching

the 
arrival/departure boards). T

he 
net

result 
w

as 
that 

w
e 

let 
the 

grossly
overcrow

ded local depart and reboarded
our original, and now

 em
pty, train w

hich
follow

ed im
m

ediately behind.
O

nce at the show
 the atm

osphere w
as

buzzing - the m
ixture of electric and live-

steam
 pow

er, w
ith a slightly over-loaded

public address system
, had som

ething to
do 

w
ith 

it! 
T

he m
ain display w

as a
F

festiniog engine, rather than an N
R

M
loco as last year (the B

eattie W
ell T

ank).

A
s 

a result, our stand w
as positioned

dow
n one of the aisles. It turned out that

w
e w

ere in 
a good position to attract

passing custom
ers - betw

een the snack bar
and the toilets. O

ver the tw
o days, som

e
18,000 people attended the show

 w
hich

w
as w

ell up on last year. A
s a result, so

w
ere 

our 
takings. 

O
verall, 

a 
very

successful event.
O

ur next event w
as the E

ast B
edfordshire

M
odel R

ailw
ay S

how
 at B

igglesw
ade on

12
th F

ebruary. Like last year, w
e w

ere in
the m

ain hall and, like W
arley, attendance

seem
ed to be m

uch greater than last year.
T

akings w
ere also up on previous years.

O
ur 

next 
event w

ill 
be 

the 
London

F
estival of M

odel R
ailw

ays at A
lexandra

P
alace, London, on 2

nd 
and 3

rd 
A

pril.
W

hilst not as big as the N
E

C
 event, it is

still the largest show
 of its kind in the

S
outh of 

E
ngland. S

o w
hy 

not 
com

e
along?
In addition, you w

ill have seen from
 your

copy of the F
N

R
M

 R
eview

 that
C

ity o
f

T
ru

ro is m
aking a few

 m
ore visits to the

S
outh. W

e are investigating w
hether w

e
w

ill 
have an opportunity to accom

pany
her w

ith sales support activities.

 

A
 quiet period round the F

N
R

M
 stand at the N

ational M
odel R

ailw
ay E

xhibition, N
E

C
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