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 D
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hiltern

T
rains, P

ast &
 P

resent
D

a
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 N
e

w
e
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C

h
ilte
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ra
in
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8
th N
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M
em
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ilm

 E
vening

B
rin

g
 yo

u
r 8

m
m

 film
s a
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n

g
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th January 2005

A
G

M
 and N

ew
 Y

ears'
S

ocial

Baker       Street

M
a
ryle

b
o
n
e
 R

o
a
d

M
e
lco

m
b
e
 S

tre
e
t

Harewood Avenue

B
a

ke
r

Gloucester          Place

S
tre

e
t

P
la

tfo
rm

s
M

a
ryle

b
o

n
e

M
e

lco
m

b
e

 S
tre

e
t

S
ta

tio
n

C
o

n
co

u
rse

T
o

P
a

d
d

in
g

to
n

E
n

try

T
he 

m
eetings w

ill 
be 

held 
in 

the
C

onference 
R

oom
 

at 
M

arylebone
S

tation.  P
lease enter from

 the door at the
left w

ithin the gatew
ay at the entrance to

the 
station 

concourse.  
T

he 
talks

com
m

ence at 19.00 and there w
ill 

be a
person on the door to let you in from
18.30.  If you arrive after 19.00 and find
the door locked, please telephone 0771
554 9907  

T
here w

ill 
be a voluntary

collection to help cover the cost - w
e

suggest a donation of around £1 to £2 per
head - tea or coffee included.  G

uests are
w

elcom
e. M

eetings usually finish 
by

21.00.

C
ontact A

ddresses for S
outh of E

ngland G
roup

G
R

O
U

P
 W

E
B

 P
A

G
E

 - http://H
om

epage.ntlw
orld.com

/m
s.draper/index.htm

l
C

hairm
an :

Ian H
arrison, 1 K

estrel R
oad,

K
em

pshott, B
asingstoke, R

G
22 5P

A
T

elephone: 01256 326081
e-m

ail:   ian.b.harrison@
btinternet.com

S
ecretary :

G
eorge R

utter, 75 U
pper Lodge Lane,

H
azlem

ere, H
igh W

ycom
be, H

P
15 7A

S
 

T
elephone 01494 716684

e-m
ail:   george@

rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

B
riefing E

ditor :
M

el D
raper,, 18 S

t M
argarets G

ardens,
B

igglesw
ade, B

edfordshire, S
G

18 8N
U

 
T

elephone 01767 221673
e-m

ail:    m
s.draper@

ntlw
orld.com

E
vents C

oordinator :
P

hilip B
row

n, 75 D
ells Lane,

B
igglesw

ade, B
edfordshire, S

G
18 8LH

T
elephone 01767 312576

e-m
ail:    gableend@

argonet.co.uk
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T
he F

riends of the             

N
ational R

ailw
ay M

useum

NN
RR

MM

FF
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V

ice P
residents - C

aptain B
ill S

m
ith V

R
D

, R
N

R
; A

lan P
egler F

R
S

A

O
U

T
R

E
A

C
H

 A
C

T
IV

IT
IE

S
F

irst, let m
e pass on a m

essage of thanks
to those w

ho helped staff the sales stand
at 

R
ailfest. 

T
he 

S
oE

 
G

roup 
w

ere
recognised by a special m

ention at this
year's F

N
R

M
 A

G
M

 w
hen the C

hairm
an

thanked the 
G

roup 
for 

applying 
our

expertise to this im
portant support task at

the successful event.

T
he sum

m
er produced a num

ber of varied
outreach activities. D

uring June,C
ity o

f
T

ru
ro 

w
orked the S

hakespeare Express
from

 
B

irm
ingham

 
to 

S
tratford 

upon
A

von, and w
e provided on-board sales on

four of these. The schedule called for tw
o

return 
trips 

per 
day. 

Loadings w
ere

reasonable but none w
ere full, and the run

on 27
th June w

as particularly problem
atic.

N
etw

ork R
ail had inform

ed the organisers
during the preceding w

eek that they w
ere

taking full 
possession of 

the line 
for

repairs and, consequently, that S
unday's

trips w
ere to be cancelled. A little probing

revealed that the possession w
as to be

lifted at 3pm
, m

eaning that the afternoon
trip could run. H

ow
ever, unknow

n to the
organisers, Netw

ork R
ail had already told

the 
booking 

offices 
at 

B
irm

ingham
,

T
ysley and S

tratford that no trains w
ould

run. 
T

he result, not 
surprisingly, w

as
chaotic, w

ith only those healthy sceptics
w

ho didn't believe a w
ord N

etw
ork R

ail
told them

, turning up for the afternoon
run. W

e had about a half-full train - and
the train 

m
anager releasing nearly as

m
uch steam

 as
C

ity o
f T

ru
ro! D

espite all
this, our part w

ent sm
oothly - the new

tw
in trolleys allow

ing us to display a fair
selection of stock, including plaques of
the loco and G

W
R

. W
e also had a good

chat  to  m
any of  the  passengers,  m

any
of w

hom
 w

ere very com
plim

entary about
R

ailfest.  T
he  session   ended  on  1

st July

C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

O
utreach A

ctivities  ..........................1

N
ew

 S
tock .........................................2

M
ulhouse M

useum
 ...........................2

E
vening Lecture R

eport ....................3

S
um

m
er O

uting ................................4

S
an D

iago R
evisited .........................6

F
orthcom

ing E
vents ..........................8
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w
ith an afternoon run to m

ove the engine
to D

idcot. T
he engine ran double-headed

w
ith N

o 4965
R

o
o

d
 A

sh
to

n
 H

a
ll and w

e
again provided the on-train sales. O

ur
thanks go to 

V
intage T

rains for 
their

perm
ission to be on-board the runs.

O
n 3

rd and 4
th July w

e attended the T
rain

C
ollectors E

xhibition 
at 

S
andy U

pper
S

chool. W
e enjoyed a prim

e position in
the entrance hall, so m

ost visitors paid us
a visit. T

he w
eekend proved fairly quiet

though, perhaps the com
petition from

 the
fine w

eather and national sports events (it
w

as the w
eekend of 

the B
ritish G

rand
P

rix) proved m
ore attractive.

A
 

w
eek later w

e w
ere at the G

arden
C

entre 
at 

G
reat 

A
m

w
ell, 

W
are,

H
ertfordshire - not to pick up som

e plants
(although som

e of our num
ber couldn't

resist this) but to attend the E
ast H

erts
M

iniature R
ailw

ay exhibition. T
he E

ast
H

erts club operate a large 7 inch gauge
railw

ay in the centre's grounds and, for
the exhibition they brought in 

a good
num

ber of visiting engines, together w
ith

displays of garden railw
ays (LG

B
 scale)

and sm
aller scale (G

auge 1 and below
)

m
odel railw

ays. T
he latter w

ere housed in

a large m
arquee, which visitors m

ade use
of during the all too frequent dow

npours.
W

e 
had our 

ow
n 

gazebo, w
hich 

also
attracted potential custom

ers during the
storm

s. O
verall, 

though, 
the 

w
eather

didn't seem
 to put too m

any people off,
w

ith a good turnout and fair sales for us.
T

he live 
steam

 haulage w
as extrem

ely
varied including a m

odel D
e W

inton 0-4-
0 V

B
 w

hich drew
 m

any adm
iring glances.

It 
is certainly a show

 w
e w

ill 
consider

attending in future, should it be repeated.
O

ur sum
m

er outings ended w
ith the air

display at O
ld 

W
arden on 1

st 
A

ugust.
T

his is a fairly regular event for us and
norm

ally pulls in a reasonable crow
d. It

did so this year, but possibly because of
the high tem

perature and hum
idity, few

er
custom

ers than usual seem
ed to 

m
ake

their w
ay round the stands. The plague of

w
asps didn't help - w

e gave thanks that
w

e w
ere not too close to the confectionery

stall, w
hich seem

ed to get m
ore than its

fair share of their attention!
T

he m
odel railw

ay exhibition tours soon
start in earnest. Our first is the F

arnham
 &

D
istrict 

M
odel 

R
ailw

ay 
E

xhibition 
in

A
ldershot on 9 th and 10 th O

ctober.

N
E

W
 S

T
O

C
K

 IT
E

M
S

T
he S

oE
 S

ales stand has recently been
stocked w

ith new
 item

s. T
hese include the

2005 N
R

M
 "R

ailw
ay P

osters" calendars
w

hich, 
as 

alw
ays, have been selling

quickly. O
ur attendance at R

ailfest also
produced the bonus of signed copies of
the F

N
R

M
 booklets of

M
a

lla
rd and

C
ity

o
f 

T
ru

ro 
by 

their 
author, 

M
ichael

R
utherford. The form

er is the new
 edition

and the latter w
as only published at the

start 
of 

this 
year. 

T
here 

w
ill 

be
opportunities to 

purchase these at our
evening m

eetings, or at the stand during
one of the O

utreach events. A
s a m

em
ber

you are entitled to a 10%
 discount.

T
he F

riends also produce a 
series of

R
ailw

ay 
C

om
pany C

rests. T
hese are

hand-painted, resin castings m
ounted on a

solid m
ahogany backing. T

he series w
ill

shortly include the S
outhern Railw

ay crest
and w

e w
ill be taking stocks for the S

oE
stand. If 

you w
ant to reserve a copy,

please get in touch w
ith G

eorge R
utter

(see address on back cover).

F
R

E
N

C
H

 N
A

T
IO

N
A

L R
A

ILW
A

Y
M

U
S

E
U

M
A

s you m
ay know

, the F
rench R

ailw
ay

M
useum

 is located at M
ulhouse, near the

S
w

iss border, north of B
asle. If you w

ere
planning a visit you m

ay w
ish to know

that the m
useum

 is currently closed for
refurbishm

ent.
B
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S
an D

iego w
as m

uch as I rem
em

bered it,
but the tram

 system
 I did not rem

em
ber.

Los A
ngeles once had a very extensive

suburban light rail system
 in the P

acific
E

lectrics w
hich becam

e a victim
 of the

Los 
A

ngeles 
infatuation 

w
ith 

the
autom

obile.  H
ow

ever, at P
erris a group

of enthusiasts have preserved its m
em

ory
in the O

range E
m

pire R
ailw

ay M
useum

.
F

ashions change and m
any of the local

counties 
w

ithin 
Los 

A
ngeles 

are
supporting a revival of public transport to
counter the spraw

l of the freew
ays and

their polluting traffic jam
s.

A
ll too soon w

e w
ere back on the station

at S
an Juan C

apistrano to catch the train
north to Los A

ngeles, and a connection to
T

rain 14, the
C

o
a

st S
ta

rlig
h

t.  Leaving
Los A

ngeles, our route took us through
the attractive northern suburbs, eventually
em

erging from
 

a tunnel into 
the S

im
i

V
alley.  T

his w
as the setting for film

ing
the Lone R

anger, M
Y

 im
age of the w

ild
w

est!  T
he train stopped at S

anta B
arbara

and S
an Luis O

bispo for a leg stretch.
N

orth of S
anta B

arbara the railw
ay runs

for m
any m

iles along low
 cliffs right on

the edge of the P
acific O

cean, w
ith only

the sea and the surf as com
pany.  A

fter
S

an Luis O
bispo it clim

bs over the S
anta

Lucia m
ountains before returning to the

coast through the S
alinas V

alley.  
T

he 
O

akland station at 
Jack London

S
quare is new

.  It w
as com

m
uter tim

e, so
everyone knew

 w
here they w

ere going,
and w

here their train w
ould be - except

the 2 B
ritish tourists feeling rather lost

w
ithout 

a 
large 

departure 
board.

E
ventually the train arrived and w

e set off
one station to E

m
eryville.  O

n the w
ay w

e
passed the A

m
trak yard and there w

as our
next train.  C

learly, starting T
rain 6, the

C
a

lifo
rn

ia
 
Z

e
p

h
yr, 

at E
m

eryville saves
backing the train dow

n to Jack London
S

quare.  
O

ur route took us first 
north

along the eastern shore of S
an F

rancisco

B
ay.  A

t this point the bay is so w
ide that

w
e could have been back on the coast.

A
pproaching S

acram
ento there w

as the
railw

ay 
m

useum
 

alongside 
the

S
acram

ento river, w
ith the old river boats

m
oored alongside.  S

oon the train w
as

clim
bing in 

the foothills 
of 

the S
ierra

N
evada before stopping at the restored

w
ayside station at 

C
olfax. 

 
W

e 
had

m
agnificent view

s over the S
ierra N

evada
m

ountain range as the train clim
bed up

the face of 
the m

ountains on a ledge,
m

uch like the D
urango to S

ilverton line.
A

fter the sum
m

it of the D
onner P

ass our
route continued dow

n the T
ruckee river to

the gam
bling city of R

eno, N
evada.  T

he
railw

ay w
ent dow

n the m
iddle of 

the
tow

n, evidently causing such congestion
that w

ork is in hand to build an underpass
- for the railw

ay.  A
s w

e continued the
country changed from

 gushing steam
s and

m
ountains to desert.  B

y sunset the river
had disappeared, to 

be replaced by 
a

seem
ingly endless expanse of salt covered

m
ud-flats.

It w
as soon after daw

n w
hen w

e stopped
at O

m
aha.  T

he station had seen better
days, but across the tracks w

ere U
nion

P
acific "B

ig 
B

oy" 
4-8-8-4 #4023 and

m
assive "C

entennial" diesel locom
otive

#6900 plinthed in the station yard.  F
or

the rest of the trip w
e travelled through

gently rolling countryside, punctuated by
a series of sm

all farm
ing tow

ns.  In the
usual U

S
 m

anner, the railw
ay w

ent along,
or beside, the m

ain street w
ith m

inim
al

separation from
 the road traffic.  O

sceola
w

as typical w
here w

e had to m
ake 2 stops

because the rear coaches were out of the
station, holding up traffic for nearly 10
m

inutes.  T
here w

ould appear to be an
interest in the railw

ay heritage w
ith m

any
stations restored.  A

t B
urlington they had

C
hicago B

urlington 
&

 
Q

uincy 
4-6-4

#3003 on display.
P

h
il B

ro
w

n

B
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S
A

N
 D

IE
G

O
 R

E
V

IS
IT

E
D

T
he 

talk 
by 

M
ark 

E
vans on 

railw
ay

station architecture w
as not the origin of

m
y 

recent trip 
to 

C
alifornia, but 

did
encourage m

e to take an interest in the
architecture of 

the m
any, and varied,

stations that w
e passed through on our

nearly 6,000 m
ile trip.

T
he trip 

began and ended in 
C

hicago.
T

he ticket office of the C
hicago U

nion
S

tation is a pleasant 1930's design set in
the basem

ent of an office block - no grand
railw

ay 
facade facing the street here.

A
m

erican practice is to keep passengers
in the departure lounge until just before
the train departs.  

E
ventually w

e w
ere

called to board through G
ate E

 to enter
the stygian depths of T

rack 22 and T
rain

303 (the
A

n
n

 R
u

tle
d

g
e) for S

t Louis &
K

ansas C
ity.  D

eparture w
as on tim

e and
eventuality the G

atew
ay A

rch 
hove in

sight.  C
ongestion, how

ever, m
eant that it

took som
e tim

e to reach the station.  T
he

A
m

trak station is a portacabin as trains no
longer use the 1894 S

t 
Louis 

U
nion

T
erm

inal.  T
he im

pressive w
aiting room

is now
 the lobby of an hotel built w

ithin
the train shed, w

hich it shares with shops
and eating places.  T

here are plenty of
inform

ation boards (and a sm
all m

useum
)

about this once im
portant m

idw
estern rail

travel hub.  In the evening w
e w

ere back
at the A

m
trak station to board T

rain 21  -
T

h
e

 T
e

xa
s E

a
g

le.
T

he station at D
allas is very m

odern.  T
he

historic railroad depot at F
ort W

orth has
been preserved, but is currently em

pty.
H

ow
ever, the old goods building contains

a num
ber of 

sm
all sales outlets.  

T
he

trains 
now

 
call 

at 
the 

m
odern

"T
ransportation C

enter", served by local
buses as w

ell as A
m

trak and the T
rinity

R
ail E

xpress com
m

uter service covering
the D

allas/F
ort W

orth conurbation.  T
hree

days a w
eek coaches off

T
h

e
 T

e
xa

s E
a

g
le

are attached at S
an A

ntonio to the
S

u
n

se
t

L
im

ite
d 

from
 O

rlando to Los A
ngeles.

H
ow

ever, a freight train had derailed and
w

e w
ere to be bussed to S

an A
ntonio,

w
ere w

e w
ould pick up our sleeper.  S

o
m

uch for settling dow
n and w

aking up for
breakfast.  T

he bus journey w
as quicker

than the A
m

trak schedule  and there w
as

the opportunity to look at the outside of
S

an A
ntonio station w

hilst w
e w

aited for
the connecting train.
T

he scenery had changed.  E
ast T

exas is
green and alm

ost sw
am

p, but now
 w

e
w

ere crossing the arid plains of 
w

est
T

exas.  T
he countryside is flat w

ith no
bridges, except for one or tw

o canyons,
and all road crossings are on the level.
T

he train called into the sm
all tow

n of
M

arfa, and proceeded to block one of the
m

ain streets for 
25 m

inutes.  
B

y 
late

afternoon w
e called into E

l P
aso, right on

the 
M

exican 
border. 

 
T

he 
station

architecture w
as interesting.  I even had

tim
e for a quick visit to the see the interior

- 
lofty 

and cool 
out 

of 
the hot 

late
afternoon sun.  N

ext m
orning w

e w
ere

able 
to 

enjoy 
the 

scenery 
as 

w
e

approached Los A
ngeles.  P

om
ona station

w
as a riot of colour w

ith bougainvillaea.
A

s a far cry from
 B

igglesw
ade station,

our 
destination station 

at 
S

an 
Juan

C
apistrano 

is 
surrounded 

by
bougainvillaea and jacaranda and palm
trees - but has only a single track.  
I w

as keen to visit S
an D

iego.  I w
as there

in 1984, and M
ark had included it in his

w
orld trip, so I w

anted to see w
hat had

changed.  T
he m

ost obvious change w
as

the increase in 
passenger rail 

services
along the coast betw

een Los A
ngeles and

S
an D

iego.  T
he through A

m
trak trains

w
ere 

now
 

virtually 
hourly 

and 
are

supplem
ented by local services at each

end, all in bi-level coaches.  T
he station at

B
riefing N

o 35
6

S
eptem

ber 2004

B
E

A
U

M
O

N
T

 &
 T

R
E

V
IT

H
IC

K
 O

N
 T

R
A

C
K

: T
H

E
 E

A
R

LIE
S

T
 R

A
ILW

A
Y

D
E

V
E

LO
P

M
E

N
T

S
M

ichael 
B

ailey, 
P

ast 
P

resident 
of

N
ew

com
en S

ociety started by rem
inding

us that 2004 m
arks the bicentenary of

T
revithick's first 

steam
 locom

otive and
the 

400th 
anniversary of 

the 
first

docum
ented railw

ay in the U
K

. T
he story

begins in 
1604, 

w
hen 

B
eaum

ont, a
N

ottingham
shire m

ine ow
ner, laid strips

of w
ood on the m

uddy roads at W
allaton

M
anor, 3m

 w
est of N

ottingham
. W

e know
as he w

rote to the landow
ner explaining

the reasons. A
rchaeological digs in the

D
urham

 coalfield found a partly preserved
copy. T

his used oak branches to 
join

tim
ber baulk rails, w

ith double flanged
w

heels, sliding on axles, com
pensating for

track m
ovem

ent. B
oth rails and w

heels
w

ore quickly, but the w
agon carried 1½

tons of coal. Innovations  cam
e  such as

replaceable wooden rail tops, follow
ed by

cast iron sections. C
ast iron w

heels w
ere

first used in 1729 but it w
as 1760 before

they w
ere in general use. C

oalbrookdale
tried cast iron w

heels on cast iron rails in
1767 but the rails cracked. 
B

ut w
hat of m

otive pow
er? N

ew
com

en
w

as to 
first 

to 
successfully use steam

engines to pum
p w

ater out of the m
ines.

Jam
es W

att 
im

proved it 
by 

using a
separate condenser, avoiding heating and
cooling the cylinder. M

ichael explained
that the phrase "19 to the dozen" cam

e
from

 m
easures of engine perform

ance -
19 bushels of coal for 12 revs. B

oulton
and W

att patented the design, causing
considerable aggravation. T

revithick got
round the condenser patent in 1798 by
using 

 
high 

pressure (3 
bar) 

steam
,

exhausting to 
air. 

It 
w

as also m
uch

sm
aller, and 

because of 
the 

exhaust
discharge it  w

as know
n as a "puffer". H

e
then built a m

odel self-propelled vehicle,
leading to his first road vehicle w

hich w
as

tested 
on 

C
hristm

as 
D

ay 
1801 

in
C

am
borne. It exploded 4 days later w

hile
the team

 w
as in a tavern, but he built

another and dem
onstrated it in London.

B
ut there w

as no dem
and - the state of the

roads m
ade it too slow

.
In 1802, W

illiam
 R

eynolds, an ironw
orks

ow
ner in C

oalbrookdale, considered using
one of the puffers on his platew

ay. W
e do

not know
 w

hat it looked like and there is
no evidence that it 

w
as built. In S

outh
W

ales. a 500 guineas w
ager w

as placed
that one of T

revithick's engines could haul
itself and a train. T

he engine w
as finished

on 13
rd F

ebruary 1804, w
ith the trial set

for the 21
st. T

he loco took 4 hours to haul
10 tons of iron, 9 m

iles to the canal  w
ith

60 or m
ore people on board. In m

ore trials
it 

often cracked the rails - 
this m

eant
relaying the 

platew
ay w

hich 
w

as too
expensive and T

revithick 
dropped the

idea. H
e pursued other inventions; in 1808

he produced the
C

a
tch

 M
e

 W
h

o
 C

a
n, and

ran it near E
uston S

quare, but the engine
w

as still too heavy and ruined the track.
H

e w
as so depressed he gave up steam

locom
otives. 

M
eanw

hile, 
C

hristopher
B

lackett, a N
orth E

ast m
ine ow

ner w
anted

an 
engine. T

revithick 
refused, so 

he
turned to W

illiam
 H

edley w
ho designed

P
u

ffin
g

 B
illy.

It w
as still too heavy, but

this w
as solved by spreading the w

eight
over m

ore w
heels.

G
eorge S

tephenson then entered,  
his

K
illingw

orth 
colliery system

 proved the
w

inning com
bination. O

nly 10 years after
T

revithick's invention, steam
 haulage w

as
now

 
practical. 

S
tephenson's tenacity,

unlike T
revithick's lack of perseverance,

led to the m
ain line railw

ays, illustrated
by M

ichael's final slides of R
ocket at the

R
ainhill 

trials and the opening of 
the

Liverpool &
 M

anchester R
ailw

ay.
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S
U

M
M

E
R

 O
U

T
IN

G
O

n 19
th June, fifteen m

em
bers assem

bled
in the foyer of the

S
T

E
A

M m
useum

 at
S

w
indon 

for 
our 

sum
m

er 
outing.

U
nfortunately a few

 m
em

bers had been
forced to w

ithdraw
 from

 the visit due to
ill 

health. A
t 10.30 w

e w
ere m

et by our
tw

o guides and com
m

enced the tour. W
e

w
ere introduced to the history of the G

reat
W

estern R
ailw

ay's S
w

indon w
orkshops,

one of the "shops" of w
hich the m

useum
now

 occupies. S
om

e of 
the dioram

as,
show

ing the activities of the w
orkshops,

are extrem
ely realistic. T

he m
annequins

in 
the displays are all 

m
odels of 

real
residents of 

the 
tow

n, 
m

any 
being

previous em
ployees of the railw

ay.  T
he

locom
otives and rolling stock are all w

ell
displayed and m

any are accessible, an
inspection pit even providing access to the
underside of

C
a

e
rp

h
illy 

C
a

stle. 
O

ne
display w

hich is not norm
ally accessible

to 
the public, because of 

the need to
preserve its 

original upholstery, is 
the

G
W

R
 diesel railcar N

o 4. W
e, how

ever,
w

ere taken on a guided tour of its interior,
being allow

ed to inspect the driving cab,
m

ain saloon, buffet area and even the
toilet. A

ll 
are in 

good order. T
he tour

finished w
ith a visit to the seaside - at

least 
a 

virtual 
one 

- 
as 

w
e 

w
ere

transported to the destination of so m
any

travellers in earlier years. T
his included a

display of the delights of the com
pany's

hotels and even som
e "w

hat-the-butler-
saw

" m
achines. F

ollow
ing our tour w

e
w

ere 
encouraged to 

w
alk 

round 
the

m
useum

 at our leisure, follow
ed by a visit

to 
the w

ell 
stocked shop. Lunch w

as
provided in the m

useum
's ow

n restaurant,
w

ith an excellent sandw
ich and fresh fruit

collection. T
he m

useum
 is certainly w

ell
w

orth a visit and it is surprising, despite it
adjoining 

the 
S

w
indon 

factory 
retail

outlet, how
 few

 other visitors w
ere in

attendance while w
e m

ade our tour. I only
hope that they m

anage to 
keep their

financial heads above w
ater.

  

T
he G

roup adm
ires the pride of 

S
T

E
A

M                      Ph
o

to
 M

e
l D

ra
p

e
r
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O
ur guide and party at H

ayes K
noll           T

he end of the line - H
ayes K

noll

In 
the afternoon w

e m
ade our w

ay to
B

lunsdon to start our tour of the S
w

indon
and C

ricklade R
ailw

ay. W
e w

ere m
et by

our guide R
ussell W

ear, w
ho started by

w
alking dow

n the line aw
ay from

 the
station and tow

ards S
w

indon, stopping on
the bridge over the R

iver R
ay (a tributary

of the T
ham

es). H
ere he gave us a brief

history of the line and the plans for the
future. U

nfortunately, because of building
on the trackbed, they w

ill 
be unable to

reinstate the line into S
w

indon, but they
do have plans to extend northw

ards to
C

ricklade. A
 few

 hundred m
etres aw

ay a
diesel horn sounded - the signal for us to
m

ove tow
ards our 

special train. 
T

w
o

M
ark 

1 
coaches aw

aited, w
ith 

ex-B
R

C
lass 03 diesel N

o D
2152 ready to propel

the train north to H
ayes K

noll. W
e passed

along the track by the storage sidings and
through a stretch of open countryside to
our destination. This is a com

pletely new
station, there being no equivalent w

hen
the line w

as originally in operation. W
e

m
oved into 

the capacious shed w
hich

adjoins the station. T
his contains four

tracks w
ith a variety of locos and rolling

stock undergoing restoration. Russell took
us on a tour of the stock and introduced us
to som

e of the volunteers w
orking on the

item
s. W

e then w
alked out of the shed

tow
ards the end of the line. T

he sidings
are used to store stock w

hich is aw
aiting

its 
turn 

in 
the restoration sheds. T

he
railw

ay is fortunate that H
ayes K

noll is
located w

ell 
aw

ay from
 any habitation

and the only access is via the railw
ay. A

s
a consequence, 

the stock, although kept in
the open, is at low

 risk from
 the attention

of 
vandals. T

he signal box 
is 

in 
the

process of com
m

issioning, along w
ith the

signal installation. T
his w

ill 
allow

 m
ore

flexibility during open days. A
fter a good

look 
round, probing all 

the interesting
corners, w

e rejoined our train and set off
for the return trip to B

lunsdon. H
ere w

e
disem

barked just as the skies opened.
H

ow
ever, there w

as no 
danger of 

us
getting soaked, as our hosts had arranged
for the shop and café to be open. T

he
form

er w
as w

ell stocked w
ith interesting

second-hand books and m
any of 

our
num

ber w
ent aw

ay w
ith bulky bags. T

he
restaurant is housed in tw

o ex-N
orw

egian
R

ailw
ay coaches and has am

ple seating.
A

fter an enjoyable light m
eal, w

e m
ade

our w
ay back to the cars for departure.

O
ur thanks go to our hosts at both

S
T

E
A

M
m

useum
 and the S

w
indon &

 
C

ricklade
R

ailw
ay for a very enjoyable day out.
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