FORTHCOMING EVENTS

11th October 2004
A Driver's view of Chiltern
Trains, Past & Present

Dave Newell
Chiltern Trains

8" November 2004
Members' Film Evening
Bring your 8mm films along

10" January 2005

AGM and New Years'
Social
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The meetings will be held in the
Conference Room at Marylebone
Station. Please=nterfrom thedooratthe
left within the gatewayat the entranceo
the station concourse. The talks
commenceat 19.00 and therewill be a
personon the door to let you in from
18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind
the door locked, pleasetelephone0771
554 9907 There will be a voluntary
collection to help cover the cost - we
suggesht donationof around£1to £2 per
head- teaor coffeeincluded. Guestsare
welcome. Meetings usually finish by
21.00.

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road,
Kempshott, Basingstoke, RG22 5PA
Telephone: 01256 326081

e-mail: ian.b.harrison@btinternet.com
Secretary :

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane,
Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS
Telephone 01494 716684

e-mail: george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://Homepage.ntlworld.com/ms.draper/index.html

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper,, 18 St Margarets Garden
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8N
Telephone 01767 221673

e-mail: ms.draper@ntlworld.com
Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane,
Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LIH
Telephone 01767 312576

e-mail: gableend@argonet.co.uk
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Vice Presidents - Captain Bill Smith VRD, RNR; Alan Pegler FRSA

OUTREACH ACTIVITIES

First, let me passon a messagef thanks
to thosewho helpedstaff the salesstand
at Railfest. The SoE Group were
recognisedby a special mention at this
year'sFNRM AGM when the Chairman
thanked the Group for applying our
expertiseto this importantsupporttask at
the successful event.

The summermroduceda numberof varied
outreachactivities. During June, City of
Truro worked the Shakespeardxpress
from Birmingham to Stratford upon
Avon, andwe providedon-boardsaleson
four of these The schedulecalledfor two
return trips per day. Loadings were
reasonabléut nonewerefull, andtherun
on 27" Junewas particularly problematic.
Network Rail hadinformedthe organisers
during the precedingweekthat they were
taking full possessionof the line for
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repairs and, consequently that Sunday's
trips wereto be cancelledA little probing
revealedthat the possessiorwas to be
lifted at 3pm, meaningthat the afternoon
trip could run. However,unknownto the
organisersNetwork Rail hadalreadytold
the booking offices at Birmingham,
Tysley and Stratfordthat no trains would
run. The result, not surprisingly, was
chaotic, with only those healthy sceptics
who didn't believe a word Network Rail
told them, turning up for the afternoon
run. We had abouta half-full train - and
the train manager releasing nearly as
much steamas City of Truro! Despiteall
this, our part went smoothly - the new
twin trolleys allowing us to display a fair
selectionof stock, including plaguesof
the loco and GWR. We also had a good
chat to manyof the passengersmany
of whom were very complimentaryabout
Railfest. The session ended othJdly
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with an afternoonrun to movethe engine

a large marqueewhich visitors madeuse

to Didcot. The engineran double-headed of during the all too frequentdownpours.

with N° 4965 Rood AshtonHall and we
again provided the on-train sales. Our
thanks go to Vintage Trains for their
permission to be on-board the runs.

On 3 and 4" July we attendedthe Train
Collectors Exhibition at Sandy Upper
School. We enjoyeda prime position in
the entrancehall, so mostvisitors paid us
a visit. The weekendproved fairly quiet
though, perhapshe competitionfrom the
fine weatherand nationalsportsevents(it
was the weekendof the British Grand
Prix) proved more attractive.

A week later we were at the Garden
Centre at Great Amwell, Ware,
Hertfordshire- notto pick up someplants
(although some of our number couldn't
resist this) but to attendthe East Herts
Miniature Railway exhibition. The East
Herts club operatea large 7 inch gauge
railway in the centre'sgroundsand, for
the exhibition they brought in a good
numberof visiting enginestogetherwith
displaysof gardenrailways (LGB scale)
and smaller scale (Gauge 1 and below)
modelrailways. The latter werehousedn

We had our own gazebo, which also
attracted potential customersduring the
storms. Overall, though, the weather
didn't seemto put too many people off,
with a goodturnoutand fair salesfor us.
The live steam haulage was extremely
variedincluding a model De Winton 0-4-

0 VB which drewmanyadmiringglances.
It is certainly a show we will consider
attending in future, should it be repeated.

Our summeroutings endedwith the air

display at Old Warden on 1st August.
This is a fairly regulareventfor us and
normally pulls in a reasonablecrowd. It

did so this year, but possibly becauseof

the high temperatureand humidity, fewer
customersthan usual seemedto make
their way roundthe stands.The plagueof

waspsdidn't help - we gave thanksthat
we werenottoo closeto the confectionery
stall, which seemedto get more than its

fair share of their attention!

The model railway exhibition tours soon
startin earnestOur first is the Farnham&
District Model Railway Exhibition in
Aldershot on @ and 1@ October.

NEW STOCK ITEMS

The SoE Sales stand has recently been
stockedwith newitems.Theseincludethe

2005 NRM "Railway Posters"calendars
which, as always, have been selling

quickly. Our attendanceat Railfest also
producedthe bonus of signed copies of

the FNRM bookletsof Mallard and City

of Truro by their author, Michael

Rutherford.The formeris the new edition

and the latter was only publishedat the

start of this year. There will be

opportunitiesto purchasethese at our

eveningmeetings,or at the standduring

oneof the Outreachevents.As a member
you are entitled to a 10% discount.
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The Friends also produce a series of
Railway Company Crests. These are
hand-paintedresincastingsmountedon a
solid mahoganybacking. The serieswill

shortlyincludethe SoutherrRailway crest
andwe will be taking stocksfor the SoE
stand. If you want to reservea copy,
pleaseget in touch with George Rutter
(see address on back cover).

FRENCH NATIONAL RAILWAY
MUSEUM

As you may know, the French Railway
Museumis locatedat Mulhouse,nearthe
Swissborder,north of Basle.If you were
planning a visit you may wish to know
that the museumis currently closed for
refurbishment.
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SanDiegowasmuchas| rememberedt,

but the tram system | did not remember.

Los Angelesonce had a very extensive
suburbanlight rail systemin the Pacific
Electrics which becamea victim of the
Los Angeles infatuation with the
automobile. However, at Perrisa group
of enthusiasthavepreservedts memory
in the OrangeEmpire Railway Museum.
Fashionschangeand many of the local
counties within Los Angeles are
supportinga revival of public transportto
counter the sprawl of the freewaysand
their polluting traffic jams.

All too soonwe were backon the station
at SanJuanCapistranato catchthe train

northto Los Angeles,anda connectionto

Train 14, the Coast Starlight Leaving
Los Angeles, our route took us through
the attractivenorthernsuburbs gventually
emerging from a tunnel into the Simi

Valley. This was the settingfor filming

the Lone Ranger,MY image of the wild

west! The train stoppedat SantaBarbara
and San Luis Obispo for a leg stretch.
North of SantaBarbarathe railway runs
for many miles along low cliffs right on

the edgeof the Pacific Ocean,with only

the seaand the surf as company. After

SanLuis Obispoit climbs over the Santa
Lucia mountainsbefore returning to the
coast through the Salinas Valley.

The Oakland station at Jack London
Squareis new. It wascommutertime, so
everyoneknew where they were going,
and where their train would be - except
the 2 British tourists feeling rather lost
without a large departure board.
Eventuallythetrain arrivedandwe setoff
onestationto Emeryville. Ontheway we
passedhe Amtrak yard andtherewasour
next train. Clearly, starting Train 6, the
California Zephyr, at Emeryville saves
backing the train down to Jack London
Square. Our route took us first north
along the easternshoreof SanFrancisco
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Bay. At this point the bayis sowide that

we could have beenback on the coast.
Approaching Sacramentothere was the

railway = museum alongside the

Sacramentaiver, with the old river boats
moored alongside. Soon the train was

climbing in the foothills of the Sierra
Nevada before stopping at the restored
wayside station at Colfax. We had

magnificentviews over the SierraNevada
mountainrange as the train climbed up

the face of the mountainson a ledge,

much like the Durangoto Silverton line.

After the summitof the DonnerPassour

routecontinueddownthe Truckeeriver to

the gamblingcity of Reno,Nevada. The

railwvay went down the middle of the

town, evidently causingsuch congestion
thatwork is in handto build anunderpass
- for the railway. As we continuedthe

countrychangedrom gushingsteamsand

mountainsto desert. By sunsetthe river

had disappearedto be replacedby a

seeminglyendlessexpansef saltcovered
mud-flats.

It was soonafter dawnwhenwe stopped
at Omaha. The station had seenbetter
days, but acrossthe tracks were Union
Pacific "Big Boy" 4-8-8-4 #4023 and
massive "Centennial" diesel locomotive
#6900 plinthed in the stationyard. For
the rest of the trip we travelled through
gently rolling countryside punctuatecby
a seriesof small farming towns. In the
usualUS manner the railway wentalong,
or beside,the main streetwith minimal
separatiorfrom the roadtraffic. Osceola
wastypical wherewe hadto make2 stops
becausehe rear coachesvere out of the
station, holding up traffic for nearly 10
minutes. There would appearto be an
interestin the railway heritagewith many
stationsrestored. At Burlington they had
Chicago Burlington & Quincy 4-6-4
#3003 on display.

Phil Brown
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SAN DIEGO REVISITED

The talk by Mark Evans on railway
stationarchitecturewas not the origin of
my recent trip to California, but did
encourageme to take an interestin the
architecture of the many, and varied,
stationsthat we passedthrough on our
nearly 6,000 mile trip.

The trip beganand endedin Chicago.
The ticket office of the Chicago Union
Stationis a pleasant1930'sdesignsetin
the basemenof anoffice block - no grand
railway facade facing the street here.

are attachedat SanAntonio to the Sunset
Limited from Orlando to Los Angeles.
However,a freight train had derailedand

we were to be bussedto San Antonio,

were we would pick up our sleeper. So

muchfor settlingdownandwaking up for

breakfast. The bus journey was quicker
thanthe Amtrak schedule and therewas
the opportunityto look at the outside of

SanAntonio stationwhilst we waited for

the connecting train.

The sceneryhad changed. EastTexasis

American practiceis to keep passengers green and almost swamp, but now we

in the departurelounge until just before
the train departs. Eventually we were
called to board through Gate E to enter
the stygiandepthsof Track 22 and Train
303 (the Ann Rutledgé for St Louis &

KansasCity. Departurewason time and
eventuality the Gateway Arch hove in

sight. Congestionhowever,meantthatit

took sometime to reachthe station. The
Amtrak stationis a portacabimastrainsno
longer use the 1894 St Louis Union

Terminal. The impressivewaiting room
is now the lobby of an hotel built within

the train shed,which it shareswith shops
and eating places. There are plenty of

informationboards(anda small museum)
aboutthis onceimportantmidwesternrail

travel hub. In the eveningwe were back
at the Amtrak stationto boardTrain 21 -

The Texas Eagle

The stationat Dallasis very modern. The
historic railroad depotat Fort Worth has
been preserved,but is currently empty.
However,the old goodsbuilding contains
a number of small salesoutlets. The
trains now call at the modern
"TransportationCenter", servedby local

busesas well as Amtrak and the Trinity

Rail Expresscommuterservice covering
the Dallas/FortWorth conurbation. Three
daysa weekcoacheff The TexasEagle
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were crossing the arid plains of west
Texas. The countrysideis flat with no
bridges, exceptfor one or two canyons,
and all road crossingsare on the level.
The train called into the small town of
Marfa, and proceededo block one of the
main streetsfor 25 minutes. By late
afternoonwe calledinto El Paso right on
the Mexican border. The station
architecturewas interesting. | evenhad
time for a quick visit to the seetheinterior
- lofty and cool out of the hot late
afternoonsun. Next morning we were
able to enjoy the scenery as we
approached.os Angeles. Pomonastation
was a riot of colour with bougainvillaea.
As a far cry from Biggleswadestation,
our destination station at San Juan
Capistrano is surrounded by
bougainvillaeaand jacarandaand palm
trees - but has only a single track.

| waskeento visit SanDiego. | wasthere
in 1984, and Mark hadincludedit in his
world trip, so | wantedto seewhat had
changed. The most obvious changewas
the increasein passengerrail services
alongthe coastbetweenLos Angelesand
San Diego. The through Amtrak trains
were now virtually hourly and are
supplementedby local servicesat each
end,all in bi-level coaches.The stationat
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BEAUMONT & TREVITHICK ON TRACK: THE EARLIEST RAILWAY
DEVELOPMENTS

Michael Bailey, Past President of

NewcomenSociety startedby reminding
us that 2004 marks the bicentenaryof

Trevithick's first steam locomotive and
the 400th anniversary of the first

documentedailway in the UK. The story
begins in 1604, when Beaumont, a

Nottinghamshiremine owner, laid strips
of wood on the muddy roadsat Wallaton
Manor,3m westof Nottingham We know

as he wrote to the landownerexplaining
the reasons.Archaeologicaldigs in the
Durhamcoalfieldfounda partly preserved
copy. This used oak branchesto join

timber baulk rails, with double flanged
wheels sliding on axles,compensatindor

track movement.Both rails and wheels
wore quickly, but the wagon carried 1%

tons of coal. Innovations came suchas
replaceableavoodenrail tops,followed by

castiron sections.Castiron wheelswere
first usedin 1729 but it was 1760 before
they were in generaluse. Coalbrookdale
tried castiron wheelson castiron rails in

1767 but the rails cracked.

But what of motive power? Newcomen
was to first to successfullyuse steam
enginesto pump water out of the mines.
James Watt improved it by using a
separatecondenseravoiding heatingand
cooling the cylinder. Michael explained
that the phrase"19 to the dozen" came
from measuresof engine performance-
19 bushelsof coal for 12 revs. Boulton
and Watt patentedthe design, causing
considerableaggravation.Trevithick got
round the condenserpatentin 1798 by
using high pressure (3 bar) steam,
exhausting to air. It was also much
smaller, and because of the exhaust
dischargdat wasknownasa "puffer". He
then built a model self-propelledvehicle,
leadingto his first roadvehiclewhich was
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tested on Christmas Day 1801 in
Cambornelt exploded4 dayslater while
the team was in a tavern, but he built
anotherand demonstratedt in London.
But therewasno demand the stateof the
roads made it too slow.

In 1802, William Reynolds,an ironworks
ownerin Coalbrookdalegonsideredising
oneof the pufferson his plateway.We do
not know what it lookedlike andthereis

no evidencethat it was built. In South
Wales. a 500 guineaswager was placed
thatoneof Trevithick'senginescouldhaul
itself andatrain. The enginewasfinished
on 139 February1804, with the trial set
for the 215t Theloco took 4 hoursto haul
10 tonsof iron, 9 milesto the canal with

60 or morepeopleon board.In moretrials
it often crackedthe rails - this meant
relaying the plateway which was too
expensive and Trevithick dropped the
idea.He pursuedbdtherinventions;in 1808
he producedthe CatchMe Who Can and
ran it nearEustonSquare but the engine
was still too heavyand ruined the track.
He was so depresseche gave up steam
locomotives. Meanwhile, Christopher
Blackett,a North Eastmine ownerwanted
an engine. Trevithick refused, so he
turnedto William Hedley who designed
Puffing Billy. It was still too heavy, but
this was solved by spreadingthe weight
over more wheels.

George Stephensonthen entered, his
Killingworth colliery system proved the
winning combination.Only 10 yearsafter
Trevithick'sinvention, steamhaulagewas
now practical. Stephenson'stenacity,
unlike Trevithick's lack of perseverance,
led to the main line railways, illustrated
by Michael'sfinal slidesof Rocketat the
Rainhill trials and the opening of the
Liverpool & Manchester Railway.
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SUMMER

On 19" Junefifteen membersassembled
in the foyer of the STEAM museumat
Swindon for our summer outing.
Unfortunately a few membershad been
forced to withdraw from the visit due to
ill health. At 10.30 we were met by our
two guidesand commencedhe tour. We
wereintroducedo the history of the Great
Western Railway's Swindon workshops,
one of the "shops"of which the museum
now occupies. Some of the dioramas,
showing the activities of the workshops,
are extremely realistic. The mannequins
in the displays are all models of real
residents of the town, many being
previousemployeesof the railway. The
locomotivesandrolling stockareall well
displayed and many are accessible,an
inspectionpit evenprovidingaccesgo the
underside of Caerphilly Castle One
display which is not normally accessible
to the public, becauseof the need to
preserveits original upholstery, is the

OUTING

GWR dieselrailcar N° 4. We, however,
weretakenon a guidedtour of its interior,

being allowed to inspectthe driving cab,
main saloon, buffet area and even the

toilet. All are in good order. The tour

finished with a visit to the seaside- at

least a virtual one - as we were
transportedo the destinationof so many
travellersin earlieryears.This includeda

display of the delights of the company's
hotels and even some "what-the-butler-
saw" machines.Following our tour we

were encouragedto walk round the

museumat our leisure,followed by a visit

to the well stocked shop. Lunch was
providedin the museum'own restaurant,
with an excellentsandwichandfreshfruit

collection. The museumis certainly well

worth a visit andit is surprising,despiteit

adjoining the Swindon factory retail

outlet, how few other visitors were in

attendancevhile we madeour tour. | only

hope that they manageto keep their

financial heads above water.
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The Group admires the pride 8TEAM

Photo Mel Draper
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In the afternoonwe made our way to
Blunsdonto startour tour of the Swindon
and Cricklade Railway. We were met by
our guide RussellWear, who startedby
walking down the line away from the
stationandtowardsSwindon,stoppingon
the bridge over the River Ray (a tributary
of the Thames).Here he gaveus a brief
history of the line and the plansfor the
future. Unfortunately,becausef building
on the trackbed,they will be unableto
reinstatethe line into Swindon, but they
do have plans to extend northwardsto
Cricklade.A few hundredmetresaway a
dieselhorn sounded the signalfor usto
move towards our special train. Two
Mark 1 coachesawaited, with ex-BR
Class03 dieselNo D2152readyto propel
thetrain northto HayesKnoll. We passed
alongthe track by the storagesidingsand
through a stretchof open countrysideto
our destination.This is a completelynew
station, there being no equivalentwhen
the line was originally in operation.We
moved into the capaciousshed which
adjoins the station. This contains four
trackswith a variety of locosandrolling
stockundergoingrestoration Russelltook
uson atour of the stockandintroducedus
to someof the volunteersworking on the
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Our guide and party at Hayes Knoll

The end of the line - Hayes Knoll

items. We then walked out of the shed
towardsthe end of the line. The sidings
are usedto storestockwhich is awaiting
its turn in the restoration sheds. The
railway is fortunate that HayesKnoll is

located well away from any habitation
andthe only accessds via therailway. As

a consequencéhe stock,althoughkeptin

the open,is at low risk from the attention
of vandals. The signal box is in the
procesof commissioningalongwith the
signal installation. This will allow more
flexibility during opendays.After a good
look round, probing all the interesting
corners,we rejoinedour train and set off

for the returntrip to Blunsdon.Here we

disembarkedjust as the skies opened.
However, there was no danger of us
getting soakedas our hostshad arranged
for the shop and café to be open. The
former was well stockedwith interesting
second-handbooks and many of our

numberwent away with bulky bags.The
restaurants housedn two ex-Norwegian
Railway coachesand has ample seating.
After an enjoyablelight meal, we made
our way back to the cars for departure.

Ourthanksgo to our hostsatbothSTEAM
museumand the Swindon & Cricklade
Railway for a very enjoyable day out.
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