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25 membersattendedhe AGM andsocialwhich washeldin the newly refurbished
meetingroom at Marylebonestation. We arevery gratefulto the stationmasterfor
making these facilities available to us.

To startthe formal part, our Chairmanlan Harrisongave a review of last year's
activities. Therehadbeenfive eveningmeetings,ably organisedby Phil Brown,
with and averageattendanceof 21. Although we havea well developedforward
programmeof talks, we would welcome suggestiongand speakers)for future
meetings.The Summervisit to the SevernValley Railway provedvery successful,
with 23 members& guestsattending.We also had four issuesof “Briefing” and
regular SoE Group contributions to the NRM Review.

Our contributionto the Outreachprogrammeior the Museumincludedattendancat
16 eventstotalling 22 days,an increaseof 3 eventsand4 daysfrom lastyear. Our
salesgenerated surplusof £2226,up £287from 2001.In additionto our surplus,
we also madepaymentsto NRM shopof over £1700,and a contributionof over
£1300to FNRM EnterprisesOur thanksto all who have helpedduring the past
year. We put our funds to good use by giving a further grant of £5,000to the
EastleighRailway PreservatiorSocietytowardsthe costof restoringLord Nelson,
this being in addition to our four earlier grants of £850.

In accordancevith the 3 year cycle for CommitteeMembership Philip Brown &

Mel Draperwere dueto standdown but both were duly re-elected Roger Grant-
Smith also agreedto be co-optedto the Committee.This resultsin a committee
consisting of:

Chairman lan Harrison

Secretary George Rutter

Treasurer Alan Gosling

Meetings organiser Philip Brown

Editor Mel Draper

Members Roy Bell, Norman Lee, Roger Grant-Smith

In addition to the formal activities, everyonehad a very enjoyable informal
exchange of views while devouring the food and drink.

OUTREACH EVENTS

Our attendancet modelrailway eventscontinuedwith our first outing of the year
on 15" Februaryto the EastBedfordshireexhibition at Biggleswade. We had a
slight problem when we found out that we were not expected!However, the
organisersjuickly madespacefor us andwe weresoondoing business.On 8t and
9th March we attendedhe St Neotsexhibition, havinga goodspotby the entrance,
evenselling our first plaquebeforethe eventopened. The main eventof the Spring
took placeon 220 and 239 March - the London Festivalof Model Railways at
AlexandraPalace. Our standspacewasin the seconchall andwe hada goodflow
of visitors on both days,possiblybecauseghey hadto get pastusto seemostof the
layouts.We carriedsomenew productlines, suchasdieseloutline mousemats,and
railway themedesktidies. These togethemwith our existinglines, produceda steady
trade which should more than cover the high costs of attendance. It was
encouragindhow manyof the visitorscommentedhatthey hadrecentlybeento the
NRM, but we still encouragedhemto go back and sold the benefitsof a visit to
those who hadn't been.

GreenArrow visitedthe Southof Englandbut, dueto unforeseertircumstanceshe
programmehadto be curtailed.Neverthelessthanksto Past-TimeRail, we hada
presencen boardthosetrips which did run. On 1t Februaryshehauledthe return
leg of the "Dick Turpin" from York to Kings Cross,her first time at this London
terminussincewithdrawalin 1962.0n 8" March shereturnedto York haulingthe
"ScarborouglFlyer". This wassubjectedo a majordelayat the startdueto various
Network Rail problemsandfurther delayson the returnbehinda clapped-ouClass
47. Meanwhile Green Arrow's was safely returnto the NRM. There shouldhave
beentwo otherrunsduring Februarybut thesehadto be cancelledfor a variety of
reasons- none connectedwith the engine,which performedfaultlessly. Despite
theseproblemsandthe relatively light loading on the trains, we generatedh good
deal of income from the sale of booklets and mementos.

Our Outreacheventswill continueover the Summerwith visits to various sites
throughout the South and, possibly, helping our colleaguesin the North in
supportingthe Doncastet'Works" opendayson 26" and 27" July. More detailsin
the nextBriefing.

COBHAM BUS MUSEUM OPEN DAY 6 April 2003
by Phil Brown

For a changeof scene| wentalongto the CobhamBus MuseumOpenDay. The
planwassimple,train to FinsburyPark,thenVictoria Line to Vauxhallandtrain to
Weybridgewheretherewould be a shuttlebus serviceto the Cobhammuseumsite
andthemaindisplayat Brooklands. However,alongwith the other"anoraks"l had
2 more bus journeys than expected.

On arrival at Vauxhall it appearedhat all down trains were going to Wimbledon.
Therewasno explanationor indicationhow one could getto stationsfurther down
the line. However,when| found the platform supervisorsoffice | wastold that
therewould be busessrom Wimbledonto Surbiton,with the trainscontinuingfrom
there. Consider my confusion when as we approached Wimbledon the
announcementivas that the bus would go Weybridge. This would be a problem
sincea friend wasto join meonthetrain at Walton, onestationshortof Weybridge.
Once out of the station, all was clear. There were busesfor the various local
stationsand an expressbus to Surbiton. Thank goodnessfor mobile phonesto
retime the meeting.

A shortwalk from Weybridgestationandwe wereboardingone of the old faithful
RMs which took us on to Cobham. The museumis basedon a former busdepot,
whoseclaim to fameis that during the war it was usedby Barnes-Wallisfor his
"bouncingbomb" researchusing the adjacentSilvermereLake. Outsidewere a
numberof its olderexhibits,includingsomeK type Londonbusegwith solid tyres)
and2 buseswhich hadonceworkedin Jersey.Bit of uselessnformation. Thebus
depotin St Helier on Jerseywas so narrow that busesuseda turntable,a problem
not affectingthe railcarsof the JerseyEasternRly, whoseSnowHill terminusthe
bus station once was.

Returningto Brooklandstherewasthe sight everycommuterdreads. Hundredsof
busesbut nonegoing their way. | wastemptedto seewhetherStagecoachvould
take me homesincetheir buswasgoing to Biggleswadeapparently. Throughthe
lines of busesmoveda hoardof anoraks,notebooksat the readyto recordall the
vehicle numbers.They were rewardedby busesfrom all over southernEngland,
from beautifullyrestoredore-warveterango oneswhich hadyetto besullied by the
feet of fare paying passengers.It was noticeablehow all the latest buseshad
facilities for wheelchairgo enterandleave. We tried oneof the latestbusedor the
journey back to Weybridge and very comfortable it was too.

By now, the cold was beginningto getthroughand! wasgladto getbackon the
ubiquitous4VEP for the journey homewards. The arrangementsor the bus link
wentwell (asit hadbefore),for by now the lack of informationwasnot critical to
me. In truth the journeyout hadworked smoothly,but it would havebeennice to
have received clear details of what was happening.

Two thoughts come to mind in conclusion. With all the buseson the rail
replacemenserviceandthe openday, what were the normalservicesusing? Why
are there so many stations in the area with names starting with W?

SUMMER OUTINGS

As explainedin the last Briefing we will be makinga visit to Yorkshireto coincide
with the FNRM AGM on 21st and 22" June. Thanksto our eventsorganiser Phil
Brown, mattersare now well advancedIn additionto the AGM andtime at the
Museum thetrip will involve aneveningtour andbuffetatthe York Brewery,anda
day out on the North YorkshireMoors Railway, including lunchin a specialdining
coach. It is the latterwhich meansthatwe arerestrictedin numbersWhile we are
at capacity,thereis always the possibility that someonecould drop out at short
notice,soif youwantto checkif aplaceis available pleasecontactPhil Brown (see
overleaf). A full reporton our experiencewill appearin the next edition of the
Briefing.

In additionto our visit to the North, the NorthernGroupis coming South.Between
30" May to 2" June,therewill be a trip aroundthe Hampshireand Dorsetarea.
Detailsweregivenin thelasteditionof the Briefing andReview Althoughintended
for thosememberscoming down from the North, membersin the Southare also
invited to join in. If you areinterestedpleasegetin touchwith Brian Knowlmanat
the Friends office in York



EVENING MEETING 10 ™ MARCH 2003
Lynton & Barnstaple Railway by Paul Gower

Pauljoined the movementto re-instatethe L&BR in 1979.He is just completinga
newresearcthof theline, havingamassedeverahundredweighof referencematerial.
He was consequentlyvell equippedto give usea historical journey of the whys and
wherefore surrounding the line.

He startedthe story in 1885, when P&A Campbell,the coastalshipping company
relocatedo the Bristol Channeffrom the Clyde andselected_ynton andLynmouthas
oneof their destinationsThe journeyfrom Minehead the nearesport, to Lynmouth
was about4 hours. Coachesremainedhorsedrawn until 1920 becauseof the poor
stateof the roads.The alternativejourney for land-basedravellerswas not much
better.Barnstablestationopenedin 1864, but hada 3 hour journeyto Lynton. This
state of affairs carried on until 1898 when the railway opened.

Meanwhileat Lynton, the first inter-urbantransportin UK hadbeenbuilt - the cliff
railway linking with Lynmouth. This wasbuilt by GeorgesNewnesthe publisherand
benefactonf the town. On the openingday his associate$rom London,who chose
the searoute,couldn'tland becausef the stateof the sea- clearly somethingnustbe
done. Whenthe GWR proposedto build a standardgaugerailway to Lynton, Mr
Newnesproposeda rival narrowgauge andcheaperouteto Barnstapleandsecured
the supportof the populace. Paul believesthat his reasongfor doing this were not
altogetheraltruistic; his personabbjectivebeingto avoid day trippersfrom usingthe
GWR, who could spoil the tranquillity of his holiday retreat in Lynton.

Oncethe line was openedi,it quickly becameapparenthat the schemewas not the
businesssuccesghe locals had wanted.Working expenseste up the whole of the
income,andadividendwasnot paid until 1913. Gradientsweresevereandlong, and
any train over 4 coacheshad to be double headed.Like many light railways, the
stationswere nowherenearthe villages they were supposedo serviceand so could
not competewith the new motor buses.Mr Newnesbought some busesto bring
passengers to the railway, but these failed and were ultimately sold to GWR.

Until 1933, the carriagesdidn't have heatingotherthanthan castiron water bottles.
However,to attractsummertourists (of high social standingof course!)observation
saloonswere constructedThesewereinitially open,but were glazedwhensparksset
1st classpassengerslotheson fire; the 3rd classremainedopento the end. Despite
the operatingcosts,the managementlidn't cut any cornersto make sure that their

benefactorcould be proud of the line. Shedstaff hadto polishingon the locomotive
tank sideswith a "fish-scale" pattern,changeddaily, so that the Supervisorscould

easily check that the job had been done.

Despitetheseproblemsthe LBR hasa numberof "firsts" to its name:it wasfirst to

have concretesleepersto have all bogie coachesto have roller bearingson the

coaches, all fitted goods stock, and the first motor bus feeders
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

12h May "Operating or Wrecking the

National Collection”,
RichardGibbon, NRM

"IT developmentsat the NRM",
Robin Gray, NRM

8h September

The meetingswill be heldin the MeetingRoomat MaryleboneStation. Pleaseenter
from the doorbetweenUpperCrustandW.H. Smith'sBookstallat the eastsideof the
stationconcourse. The talks commenceat 19.00 and therewill be a personon the

Paulfinished his talk by looking to the future. A partly restoredline will openon
May 11th this year at Woody Bay, initially running demonstrationgoods trains.
SnapperHalt is being bought by some supportersfor transferto the company,
representinganotherstep on the way to reinstatingthis fascinatingline. Note that

door to let you in from 18.30. If you arrive after 19.00 and find the door locked,
pleasetelephoned7715549907 Therewill beavoluntarycollectionto helpcoverthe
cost- a donationof around£1 to £2 per head,tea or coffee included. Guestsare

welcome.
there is an unrestored L&BR coach in the "garden" at the NRM.

OVERSEAS EQUIVALENTS OF THE NRM - THE POWERHOUSE MUSEUM, SYDNEY

With the very high quality of our railway museums in the UK, foremost of which is1881 Governor's personal saloon coach - a step down from our Royal coaches, bu
course, the NRM, there is a danger that we overlook the offerings in other countrigapressive, nonetheless. A climb up some steps gives access to a signal box whic
This is intended to be the first of a series of articles looking at some of the leadindas been converted into a display of public transport through Australia's history,
museums in the world which have railway transport displays. | hope it will be usefabifering road, sea and air, as well as rail. Still with a rail theme, is a display of trar
you are planning a holiday to the countries covered and give an impression of hoimcluding a C-class electric car of 1898. There is a fascinating interactive video
they compare with our facilities. display showing the development of the system, as well as a display of Australian
As your editor has just returned from a trip to the Antipodes, it makes sense to stdfm-track construction, including the use of Australian hardwood setts which,
there with a visit to SydneyRowerhouséMuseum. This is relatively new, housed inapparently, were hard wearing as well as quieter than our own granite equivalents.
an old power station, and is how the country's main general science and technologipSe with a more general interest in steam, there is an extensive collection of
museum. The conversion has been done very well, producing a four-storey exhibfiigfionary and mobile steam engines, housed appropriately enough in the old boile
with easy access for the disabled to all floors, a well stocked shop, two cafe's, thel@ise. This includes an (historic) example of what happens when a boiler goes ba
and education rooms. Pride of place at the entry, is Engine No 1, a 0-4-2 RoberfNearby is an original Boulton and Watt engine which is still steamed at regular
Stephenson & Co. product of 1854 (works No 958) This engine pulled the first traiftgrvals.

New South Wales on #4May 1855, and is displayed with a mixed replica/restored With its other displays covering manufacturing, air transport, chemistry, musical
contemporary train. One interesting diversion is that in each of the coaches are instruments, and a very extensive spacecraft exhibition, not to mention its regular
mannequins, set out as passengers and, if you put your head through the windowoyation of temporary exhibition, the museum is well worth a visit. Like the NRM,
can overhear their conversations. Nearby is a display of "bridge" rail recovered fritvare is a membership support organisation, which provides benefits to its member
the original first line in New South Wales. Housed in the original Turbine Hall is tlrecluding free admission. One thing made me envious, the well equipped members
main transport display. Dominating this is the old departure board from Sydney room housed on the top floor of the museum, with its own kitchen, lounge chairs ar
Station, very reminiscent of the one at London's Waterloo during the first part of ldistrary.

century. Here you can also see 4-4-0 locomotive, No 1243 of 1862, together with\{Bgt time, across the Tasman Sea to New Zealand to look at some of their Museur
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