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SUMMER OUTING FOR 2003

Following the successof this year's summerouting and the 25th anniversary
dinner, plans are being consideredfor our summerouting in 2003. We are
conscioughatit is not alwayseasyfor membersn the southto attendthe AGM,
especiallyas the travel up to the eventtakesconsiderablylonger than the event
itself. The committeeis thereforeconsideringcombiningthe visit to the NRM and
FriendsAGM with alunchontheNorth YorkshireMoors Railwayandsomeother
entertainment. The suggested plan is:

Saturday morning, 28 June. Travel to York.
Saturday afternoon. Attend FNRM AGM with some free time to tour the

museumboth before and after the formal presentation.

(Thereareplenty of otherattractionsn York for partnerso
do should they, for some unaccountablereason,not be
interestedn railways. Theseinclude many museumsthe
Minster or river trips.)

Sat evening Brewery tour and buffet supper.
Sunday, morning By coach to Pickering for buffet lunch in the special
29 June. dining saloon on the North Yorkshire Moors Railway

during a return trip from Grosmont to Pickering.

Sunday afternoon Coach return to York and disperse.

It is possiblethatwe could arrangealternativeattractionson the Saturdayevening
if thevisit to the York micro-breweryis not available. Costsfor the week-encare
estimatedas£140per head. This would include hotel costs,the brewerytour (or
alternative)and buffet supper,lunch andtravel on the NYMR anda coachfrom
York to Pickeringandreturn. Optionswould bethe AGM lunchandextranights,
eitherFriday or Sunday. On top of this would be the costof your travelto York,
currently £45 return by GNER standard class weekend return from London.

We would like to getanindicationat our AGM in Januaryof the interestin the
trip to York sothatwe canfinalise plansandmakefirm bookings. If you can'tget
to the AGM butwould still like to takepartin thetrip, pleasedropa line to Philip
Brown (addressoverleaf). Should there be sufficient demand,we will contact
those interested in the early New Year with firm details and price.

HAMPSHIRE AND DORSET TOUR
30™ MAY TO 2NP JUNE 2003

In additionto our aboveproposal,a tour is beingdevelopedoy our colleaguesn
the north to departYork on Friday 30" May, which you may alsowish to join.
The scheduleinvolves staying in Southamptonand incorporatingrides on the
Exbury GardensRailway, the Isle of Wight Steam Railway, the Mid-Hants
Railway, the SwanageRailway andthe Moors Valley Railway at Ringwoodand
returningto York on Monday 2" June.South of Englandmemberscould join/
leave at Winchester or Southampton.

It is hopedto includedinneron the Swanagevine anddinetrain. Onthenew12 %,

in. gauge Exbury GardenRailway the train would be driven by Leopold de

Rothschild the creatorof theline anda Life Memberof the Friends.For members
of the party lessinterestedn trains, Exbury Gardensshouldbe at its best,with a

massof colour from the famouscollection of rhododendronsazaleasand other

flowering shrubs.

The pricefrom York is likely to bein the regionof £200,n0 doubtthis would be
reducedfor membergoining in the south.Furtherinformationwill appearin the
nextNRM Review dueout at the end of Januarybutif you areinterestedpencil
the dates in your diary now.

OUTREACH EVENTS

Thelastfew monthshavebeena busyperiodfor the outreachstand. As planned,
we startedon 21t Septemberat the Mid-Essex Model Railway show held at
Shenfield. As lastyear,we werein the gymnasiumput the schoolauthoritieshad
discoveredasbestosn the corridor linking this room with the restof the school
and exhibition. This meantthat visitors had to walk round the outside and,
judging by the numberwho cameto our stand,| am suresomepeoplegot lost -

although I didn't hear anyone fall into the swimming pool!

On 6% Octoberwe returnedto Old Wardenfor our final visit to this year'sairshow.
We wereinsideoneof the hangersn view of intemperateautumnalweather. As
it turnedout, the skieswere clear and therewas a good turnout. The following
weekend,12" and 13" October,saw us at the oppositeside of Londonfor the
Farnham & DistricModel Railway Society exhibition at Aldershot.

Two weekslater, on 26" and 27" Octoberwe were at the ColchesterModel
Railway Exhibition. You mayrecallthatthis wasthe stormyweekendwhich saw
severedisruptionto transportand electricity suppliesin the southeast. Happily,
Colchesteseemedo be sparedheseproblems althoughthe live-steamminiature
railway (or more accurately,its passengersjvas having problemswith cross-
winds. We were in the entrancelobby which offered a reasonableamountof
shelter- the journey homewas a different matterthough, with fallen treesand
blackouts.

More difficult weatherawaitedus on 16" Novemberfor the visit to Royston
Model railway show- this time densefog. Our journeywas nothingcomparedo
the stall-holder next to us, who had driven all the way from the Isle of Wight.

We roundedoff the Autumn seasorwith our attendancen 30" Novemberand 1st
Decemberfor the National Model Railway Exhibition, organisedby the Warley
Model Railway Societyat the NEC, Birmingham. Attendancefor the weekend
wasin excesf 17,500.This wasdespiteotherexhibitionsat the NEC to attract
visitors, including the BBC Good Food Show and the CagedBirds exhibition
(thoseof you who readthe Railway Magazinewill haveseenthe advertisement
for thelatter- | wonderwhathappenedo the advertisementor the modelrailway
exhibition- perhapst waseatenby the parrots!). The exhibitioncoveredHalls 11
and 12, the latter being wherewe were stationed. Being further away from the
mainactionmay accountfor our takingsbeinga little downthis yearcomparedo
last. Neverthelessit roundedoff a very busy and successfulAutumn Outreach
season.

The photograph shows Philip Brown manning the stand at Old Warden




NOVEMBER TALK

It wasinevitablethatit would happeneventually.Over the pastfew yearsthere
have beeninstanceswhere the lecture programmehad to be changedat short
notice when a speakercould not makethe planneddate, but thankfully nonehas
hadto be cancelled.Justbeforethe Novemberdateour speakesuffereda serious
family crisisandwasunableto give the plannedtalk. The committeeconsidered
the options and decided that we could "do it ourselves".

CommitteemembersRoy Bell and lan Harrison presenteda selectionof slides
datingfrom daysof BR steamandthe early steamspecialslt wasquite nostalgic
to seethe Duchessewly restoredon "TheLimited Edition" andpairedwith locos
like 5407,5690and4472on the two legsof the "CumbrianMountain Pullmari'.
Thentherewerethe "ScarboroughSpaExpresses featuring5305, City of Wells
and4489.And finally 4468on those"Mallard 88" trainswhensheperformedso
brilliantly - but sometimes with helicopter accompaniment.

The succes®f the eveninghassuggestedhat we should perhapsemulateother
groupsby runningregular'MembersEvenings" whenmembersouldbring along
a smallnumbersof slides,possiblyon a specifictheme. Whatdo you think about
such a proposal?

For thosewho were particularlylooking forwardto hearingaboutthe work of the
Railway Heritage Committee,Neil Buttershasassuredus that oncethe crisis is
passed he will be able to consider an alternative date for his talk.

BEDFORDSHIRE GANG GO TO THE SEASIDE.

The outreachteam of the South of England Group has beensupportingGreen
Arrow this summer by publicising the Hertfordshire Railtours "Scarborough
Flyer", which is hauledby Green Arrow betweenYork and ScarboroughThe
Bedfordshiregang felt that they should patronisethe run, but it was October
before we were able to find the time to make the trip.

The day dawneddry aswe waited on Biggleswadestationfor the 0827 WAGN
serviceto Peterborough. Whenpurchasingour ticketsto Peterboroughwe were
told the train was 5 minuteslate at Stevenage.By the time it arrivedit hadlost
anotherminute, losing a further minute by Huntingdon. However,suchis the
timing of WAGN services that our arrival at Peterborough was a minute early.

A similar effect was noted for the excursion. An initial 10 minuteslate was
changedo "on time" just beforethe train arrived- early! This wasa goodthing
becausethe train was running backwards. As befits an experiencedset of
travellers,the customersfor the excursionhad noted where their coacheswere
expectedto be, with "A" at the country end. Hencewhen the train arrived in
reverseorder, therewas a generalscrambleas everyone"swappedends”. After
runningmostof thelengthof the platform (we werein coachB), we jumpedinto
the penultimatecoach. Imagineour surpriseto find our seatsoccupied,until we
realised that we were in coach C - there was no coach A !

By Doncastemwe were running severalminutesaheadof scheduleand we were
held outsideYork until they couldfind a platform. Thetimings gaveus nearly2
hours for lunch in York. Naturally we made our way to the NRM, to take
advantagef the FNRM discountin therestaurant.After lunchwe hadtime to see
what changeshad been made to the collection. Whilst not spectacular,the
Warehousds alwaysworth a visit since David Wright placesmuch effort into
getting ever more items out of the "Black Hole" of the Museum store.

Back at the station,"GreenArrow" wasnow at the headof thetrain. Ontime we
setout acrossthe ECML to the Scarborougtbranch. As we madeour way out
throughthe suburbsthe York salesteamswunginto action. lan Smith wason
form as he movedalong the train selling the "GreenArrow" book and his book
"Steam Alive". Despite his efforts we resisted making a purchase!

Outsidewe could enjoy the sceneryin the early autumnsunshine. Following our
progresson the mapswe spottedthe now empty trackbedsto Pickeringandthe
remainsof therailway bridgeat Malton carryingthe Driffield to Pilmoorline over
the river Derwent. As the railway follows the bendsof the river we hada good
view of the ruins of Kirkham Priory from three sides.

All too soonwe were runninginto Scarborough. Before leaving the stationwe
took the obligatory photographf "GreenArrow" standingat the buffer stops.
The stop-overallowedtime to go downto the seafront andoneof our numberto
havea shortpaddle. We stoppedfor teaand sconesduring the way backto the
station, where there was time to talk to the NRM staff on the locomotive, to

admire the longest platform seat in England, and a quick one in the real-ale bar.

Returningto York we hadmoreopportunityto studytheworksto preventarepeat
of lastwinter'sfloods whentheriver Derwentbrokeits banksat Malton. Onceat
York we hadto saygoodbyeto "GreenArrow" asit returnedto the Museum. Our

EWS class 90 returned us south for our connection with WAGN at PeterboroughCould deliver if within a reasonable distance Contact Roy Bell
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

13 Jan 2003 AGM and Socidl, plus some
railway related entertainment.

10 Mar 2003 "The Lynton & Barnstaple
Railway",
Paul Gower.

12 May 2003 "Operating or Wrecking the

National Collection",
Richard Gibbon, NRM

The meetingswill be held in the Meeting Room at MaryleboneStation. Please
enterfrom the door betweenUpper Crustand W.H. Smith'sBookstall at the east
side of the stationconcourse. The talks commenceat 19.00andtherewill be a
personon thedoorto let youin from 18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind the
doorlocked,pleaseelephoneéd7715549907 Therewill beavoluntarycollection
to help cover the cost- a donationof around£1 to £2 per head,tea or coffee
included(** exceptthe New Year social,for which thereis a charge- pleasesee
item below). Guests are welcome.

AGM AND NEW YEAR SOCIAL

As noted above,our AGM and New Years' social event will take place on
Monday 13" January2003commencingat 19.00. As usual,thereis no chargeto
attendthe AGM, andall membersof the FNRM, whetheror not they live in the
Southof England,arewelcome. The socialwill includeseasonatefreshment$or
which there will be a charge of £ 6. Please complete the enclosed form for ticke
We expectto havevarious photographiadisplaysof our eventsduring the year,
together with some other railway related entertainment. If you have any
photographsr memorabiliawhich you think would initiate a discussionplease
feel free to bring them along.

Accordingto our constitution,two memberf the committeeareduefor election.
Thisyearit is theturn of Philip BrownandMel Draper. Both arewilling to stand
for re-election. If there are any other candidates pleasenotify the Group's
chairman, lan Harrison, by"@anuary.

FRIENDS ITEMS FOR SALE

Two Cuneoprints of N.R.M. locomotives mounted but unframed. 10% of the sal
price will be donated to thel'ord Nelson"Fund. Both prints are from editions of
850 each which are long sold out'

' Winston Churchill' Published 1990
'Duchess of Hamilton' Published 1992

£300
£400
01753 64431

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://Homepage.ntlworld.com/ms.draper/index.html

Chairman :

lan Harrison, 1 Kestrel Road, Kempshott, Basingstoke, Hants, RG22 5PA

Tel: 01256 326081 e-mail ian.b.harrison@btinternet.com

Secretary :

George Rultter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane, Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS :
Telephone 01494 716684

e-mail george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

Briefing Editor :

Mel Draper, , 18 St Margarets Gardens, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18
Telephone 01767 221673

e-mail ms.draper@ntlworld.com

Events Coordinator :

Philip Brown, 75 Dells Lane, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8LH
e-mail gableend@argonet.co.uk

BNU




