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SUMMER OUTING

On 20" July, twenty four Friendsjoined the summerouting to the SevernValley

Railway. The party had arrived from all over the south and despite some
problemsonthe main-linerailway, we hadall madeit to Kidderminsterin time for

the 12.45 departure.We set out from Kidderminsteraboardthe Observation
Saloonmarshalledat the front of the train. We were hauledby 46443on the 70

minute journeyto Bridgnorth. During the trip north we enjoyeda superbbuffet

lunch servedup by the two very professionaktewards. Our positionat the front

of thetrain meantthatwe hada goodview of theloco crewasthey negotiatedhe

line, someof which was still sufferingfrom speedrestrictionsdueto the earlier
flooding. At Bridgnorth the party split, somegoing to view the delights of the

town, while otherstook partin the guidedtour of the locomotiveworkshops. The

Railway has an impressivecollection of heavy machinetools which, with their

boiler shop,are capableof handlingthe heaviestof overhauls. Severalengines
were seen undergoing maintenanceand restoration, including 80079, 75078,
47383,and 7714. Our knowledgeableguide was a young female volunteer- a

welcome indication that the railway has a continuing future ahead of it.

Our return was at 14.50, the party dodging the rain showersto get aboardthe
observationcar, someby way of the real-alebar on the station platform. The
south-boundrip hada numberof stationstopswhile we waitedfor north-bound
trainsto pass,both servicepassengetrains and footplate experienceuns. The
leisurelytrip allowedusto finish our lunch- with sweet,cheeseandcoffee,again
servedup by the stewards. The weatherwas fine during the return but on our
arrival at Kidderminster the cloudsopenedoncemore. This wasn'ttoo muchof a
problem,as mostof the party had decidedto go roundthe stationmuseumshop
and finish in the cafe - for a few more refreshmentgsurely they still weren't
hungry!). By the time we hadfinishedthe cloudshad clearedand we madeour
variouswayshome. All in all, avery enjoyablesocialoutingand,asyou will see,
everyone was smiling at the end of the journey.
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The Group in the Observation Car at Kidderminster Photo: lan Harrison

GIVING LORD NELSON A HAND

As you will know, the Group hasgiven four chequedor £850to the Eastleigh
Railway PreservatiorSocietyto help its efforts to restorethe NRM’s SR 850
(30850)Lord Nelsonto main line condition.

You alsoknow aboutthe horrendouscondition of the boiler that was discovered
after it wasremovedfrom the chassis. The Group Committeehasbeenin close
touchwith ERPSall alongandencouragedhemto makea supplementaryid to

the National Heritage Lottery Fund to supportthe huge costof rebuilding the

boiler. Thatbid wassuccessfulresultingin £167,500for ERPS- butthatis only

half the total cost.

The Committeedecidedthatthis wasthetime to put your moneywhereour mouth
is. Sowe offeredERPSvirtually all of our remainingfundsin orderto helpthem
get “Nelly” back whereshebelongs. The beautyof this is, of course,that our
money is effectively doubled in buying power by the Lottery money.

Soon 39 August,ten membersof the Groupmadethe trek to Eastleighto seeour
Chairmanhandovera chequefor £5000to Mr GodfreyOlson,chairmanof ERPS.
The eventwaswell covered by local papersandradio, [a cutting hasbeenpasted
onto our website]. We were grateful that a good numberof membersof our
Group had made the effort to get there and show that we really are backing ER

At present,850 is the only memberof her classthat is a “Schools” - the rear
drivers have beenremovedfor tyre-turning. But oncethe boiler is back from
Pridham’sshewill soonstartto look like a steamloco again. The tenderwas
badly corrodedand hasbeenvirtually rebuilt, to include air reservoirs. Thereis
still a major questionasto where/ifa Westinghous@ump canbe accommodated
for air braking. Thereis virtually no room anywherearoundthe frames,although
the ERPS team have a place in mind - if a certain R Gibbon can be persuaded.
And the targetis still to see850 haulinga train into PortsmouthDockyardon 21
October2005- the bicentenaryf the Battle of Trafalgar. Who couldresist Lord
NelsonalongsidéVictory?
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CRYSTAL PALACE STATION GUIDED WALK

On 28th Septembertherewill be anall-day guidedtour of the historic, Gradell*
listed, stationat Crystal Palace. The stationhasundergonesxtensiverestoration
over recentyearsand this visit, organisedby South Central Trains,will give an
extensivelook at the history of the stationand its surroundings. Doors openat
10.15,theformal proceedingeommencingat 10.30with anillustratedlectureon
the High Level branch- ‘The lost route to the Crystal Palace’,by the respected
railway historian Alan A. Jackson.At 11.30 Peter Robinson, of architects
Robinson,Kenning & Gallagher,will give a presentatioron the "Challengesin
the restoratiorof the Low Level station". Lunchis takenat 12.30andtherewill
be an opportunity to seethe Crystal PalaceMuseum,which hasa wealth of
informationon the history of the Paxmanbuildings, the Brunel towers,and other
aspectof CrystalPalace. At 14.00therewill be a guidedtour of the Low Level
stationled by PeterRobinsonThiswill befollowed by anoptionalwalk alongthe

remainsof the High Level branch takingin the site of Pissarro’sfamouspainting
‘Lordship Lanestation’ (now in the Courtauldinstitutegalleryin centralLondon).
The day finishes at 18.00 .

Cost for the eventis £10, payableat the door on the day. The fee covers
participationin the programmeand mid-morningtea/coffee but not lunch: there
are many cafes and restaurants around Crystal Palace park.

South Centralruns a frequentserviceto Crystal Palacefrom Victoria, London
Bridge and other stationsin south London. Crystal Palacecan also be easily
reachedrom Brixton tubestation(buses2, 3 and322). The morninglectureswill

be held in the Lodge at Crystal PalaceNational SportsCentre.From the station,
follow the signsacrossthe park to the SportsCentre:the Lodgeis at the foot of
the tower adjacentto the sportscentre.Crystal PalaceMuseumis at the top of
Anerley Hill, the main road adjacent to the Low Level station.



THE PENDON MUSEUM
KEN SURMAN

Ken gavean entertainingeview of the history of the exhibition. The originatorof
PendonwvasRoy Englandwho camefrom Australiato WanborougmearSwindon
in the late 1920s.He wasin digs therewith the local vicar, the Rev. Frenchand
his family. At that time, the Vale of the White Horsewas a depressedarming
area, full of thatchedcottages.He fell in love with the place and vowed to
preservethe sceneby modellingthe area.He startedwith the old CawleyArms at
Wanboroughnearhis digs. It wasbeingrebuilt asa modernisectottagefrom an
old thatchedalehouseWhenRoy sawwhatwashappeninghe rushedout with his

notebook and camera to record the building and prepare the plan for a model of it.

The Inn washis first model. Roy thenstartedhis questto recordthe buildingsof

the Vale, returningmanytimesto measurendividual cottages so muchso, that

one young residentdescribedhim as "the measuringman”. He concentratecn

pre-1800architectureignoring Victorian and Georgianbuildings. He didn't make
accuratescaledrawings,but producedsketcheswith detailedmeasurementshe

difficulty was working out the height of buildings. It was easyfor brick-build

houses simply countthe brick coursesputthe half timberedbuildingsweremore

difficult. The answerwas a graduatedclothesprop! In additionto his sketches,
Roy was good at getting copies of old photographs from residents.

Roy returnedto Australiain 1934anddidn'treturnto the Vale until 1948. At that
time helodgedwith arailway manandthis, togethemwith the demiseof the GWR,
stimulated Roy to becomeinterestedin, and record the railway scene.He
persuadedhis hostto bring homerailway ledgerswhich Roy faithfully copied.
Roy only managedo finish the onemodelbuilding beforethe war, but he started
more models in these post-war period, catching up on his past records.

He developedsometechniquego faithfully replicatethe buildingsin modelform,
but thesewere not very practicaland progreson the modelof the Vale wasvery
slow. However, he was very persuasive and soon drew togethera group of
supportersomeof whomcarry on his work, althoughcurrentlythereareonly two
architecturaimodellers.One of the supportersvasa lady visitor from California,
HelenBuckland,who wasso captivatedoy the model,thatsheofferedto sculpture
the figures; her expertiseis clear from the near perfect results. Roy had a
wonderful eye for detail covering the minutia of a scene-his model of the
shoemaker'fiouseevenincludesshoesscatteredall over the shop- just like the
original in Uffington which burnt down in the 1960s,and the well known sign
"Doosnt disturb Zippy" was taken by Roy from real life.

Eventoday, constructiontechniquesare as nearthe original as possible,e.g.the
hay rick is modelledfrom layersof hemp,everyslateon the housess modelled
individually, everypetalandleafin thegardenss individually painted Originally,

the thatchwas madefrom humanhair, but thesedaysthey use plumbershemp,
madeup into individual bundlesandcarefully teasedut. Building aremadefrom

thick card,with windowsanddoorscut out andbrick scribedwith a blunt pen.It

is then washedover with a white colour for the mortar and bricks individually

picked out in different colours. All the modelshavea "cellarage”,providing a
base,and somethingto hold while makingit. The sceneryis built from a boxed
structureof cardboard,coveredwith scrim and plasterin two layers. Treesare
made from multi-strandwire coveredwith plasteror, more recently, adhesive
from a hot glue gun, and "Woodland Scenics" foliage put on the branches.

The railway is an important part of the museumwith models of the GWR,

Midland and SouthWestern.The collectionof rolling stockstartedwhenRoy saw
a GWR 0-6-2tankin aBristol modelshop,whichis still on showon the Dartmoor
layout. He found Guy Williams, the builder of the engine,and for the past50

yearshe hascontinuedto makethe enginesfor the layout. The Dartmoorlayout
startedwhen Guy persuadedroy that he wasn'tbuilding the Vale fast enough.
This allowed visitors to seesomethingmoving, including the well-known heavy-
goods Kings andCastlegyoingoverthelargetrestleviaduct- not quite authentic
- butimpressiveneverthelessThe class28xx goodsengine,on the heavygoods,
hasa lead-filled boiler andthe tendermotor - it hashauledover 100 wagonsat a
scalewalking pace. All thewagonsandcoache®n thelayoutarehandmade.For
the Vale layout,theywill needover180coachescurrentlytheyhavereachedl00,
sothereis still along way to go. They alsoneedhundredsof wagons.Ultimately,

therewill be two setsof 30 trains,with somesparesall assemble@ccordingto

Roy's notes and train formation books.

Whentheycameto beregisterecasa museunthey hit a problem.While they had

agoodorganisatiorof volunteerstheydidn't preserveanything! Thatis wherethe
railway memorabiliacomesin - while anadd-onto the Pendorvision it got them
museumstatus!However,Ken is worried that the standardgor registeredstatus
keepchangingandthereis a dangerthey may looseit in the future. Let's hope
that doesn'thappenand this superbpermanentexhibition continuesfor future
generations to enjoy.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

11 Nov 2002 "Railway Heritage Committee",
T Neil Buters, SRA

13 Jan 2003 AGM and Social, plus some
railway related entertainment.

10 Mar 2003 "The Lynton & Barnstaple

Railway", Paul Gower.

The meetingswill be heldin the Meeting Room at MaryleboneStation. Please
enterfrom the door betweenUpper Crustand W.H. Smith'sBookstall at the east
side of the stationconcourse. The talks commenceat 19.00and therewill be a

personon thedoorto let you in from 18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind the

doorlocked,pleasetelephoned 7715549907 Therewill beavoluntarycollection

to help cover the cost- a donationof around£1 to £2 per head,tea or coffee

included. Guests are welcome.

OUTREACH REPORT

We havehadtwo outingsduringthelastperiod. Thefirst wasatwo-dayeventon
6t and 7t July at Sandyfor the modelrailway andtoy collectorsfair. We hada
goodpositionin the main corridor connectingwo of the majordisplayrooms. As
aresultwe did good businessBeing a collectorsfair we hada lot of interestin
the BR Pullman, silver-platedmilk and sugarjugs - at one point having two
buyers in friendly argument with each other over who got the last set.

On 4t Augustwe madeour first of two visits to Old Wardenfor the mainsummer
flying display.We werein the main outdoorsalesstandarea. The weatherwasa

bit variable,with occasionakhowersbut luckily we hadthe new standcoverand
provedthatit waswaterproof.Despite(or evenperhapshecausef) this, we did

good business. The 2003 calendarswhich were just out in time for this show,
attracted a good deal of interest.

Our nextvisit will be on 215t Septembeto the Mid-Essexmodelrailway showat

Shenfield,followed by Old Wardenfor the Autumn flying event. We then start
our busy Autumn and Winter visits to model railway exhibitionsthroughoutthe
southof England.The Farnhammodelrailway club exhibitionis on 12 and 13"

October- heldin Aldershotjustto confusepeople!Colchestefollows on 26 and
27 Octoberheld as usualin the collegebuildings, andfinally we will be at the
major exhibition organisecby the Warley modelrailway club on 30" November
and F December at the National Exhibition Centre in Birmingham.

If you areinterestedn helpingwith the stand,(and asa resultgetting free entry
into the above events)pleaseget in touch with George Rutter. Numbersare,
though, limited so please make contact soon.
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