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OUTREACH REPORT

We have had a busy Spring this year. It startedon 239 and 24" March at the
AlexandraPalaceModel Railway Exhibition. We hada majordisplayin the annex-

yesthe exhibition hasgot so big it needstwo rooms. We did goodtradethroughout
thetwo days- evenselling oneof the railway creststo a visitor from the USA. Then
followed our first outsidevisit of the year, Easterat the BuckinghamshireRailway
Centreat QuaintonRoadfor the visit of Rocket We hada secondvisit thereon the
following Bank Holiday, 5" and 6" May, for the visit of Green Arrow. We were
madevery welcomeby the Centrewhich was very busy throughoutthis period, the
crowds being drawn not only by "our" engines,but by the openingof the newly
restored'Oxford - RewleyRoad"stationbuilding. If you haven'tvisitedit, you really
oughtto go and seewhat a marvellousjob they havedone. In betweenthesetwo

visits, we provided the salesteam on the 18" April excursionof Green Arrow.

Finally, on 11" May, we roundedoff with attendancet the LoddenModel Railway
Exhibition (near Reading).

We havea restin Junebeforestartingthe Summersessiorat SandyModel Railway
Exhibition on 6 and 7t July, followed by our first visit to the flying display at the
Shuttleworth Collection, Old Warden oft August. Why not come along?

25™ ANNIVERSARY DINNER OF THE FNRM

On 25" May, a party from the Southof EnglandGroup satdown at the anniversary
dinnerat York. We hadatableto ourselveswith both Vice Presidentsn attendance.
No doubttherewill bea full reportin the Reviewbut suffice to saythatit wasavery
enjoyableevent. Andrew Scott paid tribute to the work of the Friendsand was
especiallygratefulfor our supportin helpingthe NRM gain the EuropearMuseumof
the Yearawardlastyear. The after-dinnerspeakerChris Green,both lookedbackon
his experiencesn the old BR, and looked forward to the new generationof private
railways, but recognisedhat not everythingwith the presentstructuress right. He
hasa strongattachmento the NRM andis expectingto seesomeof his currentstock
taking its place amongst the exhibits soon.

The photo showsthe Southof Englandtable with (from the left and clockwise),lan
Harrison, GeorgeRutter, Alan Pegler,Rubina Curtis, GeorgeHaslar, Mel Draper,
Dorothy Brown, and Charmaine Harrison; photograph - Philip Brown

GOLD AND SILVE

R AT SWINDON

by lan Harrison

Puristswill tell youthata 75" Anniversaryis “platinum” - but gold andsilver (50+25)
is muchmoreromantic;andthe romanceof “KGV” - GreatWesternloco No 6000,
King George Vis exceptional.

Completedin June 1927, after C B Collett was given instructionsjust 10 months
earlierby Sir Felix Poleto build the mostpowerfullocomotivein Britain, shehauleda
10 coachCornishRiviera Expressunaidedover the Devon bankswithin a month of
leaving the works. | wonder what Railtrack would make of that?

Invited to senda British loco to the centenaryof the Baltimore & Ohio Railway, Sir

Felix didn’t needto think twice. So KGV wasimmediatelypackedoff to the USA -

the precursornf thosevisits by 6100and6220from anotherrailway (both, of course,
substituted the latter by a lady of our acquaintance)yot to mention4472in more
recent times. The bell on KGV's buffer beam is a reminder of that 1927 visit.

On herreturnto the UK, KGV ranin thepool of King classlocomotivesuntil thelast
of the classwere withdrawnin Decemberl962. Although claimedfor the national
collection, she languishedat Swindon until 1968 when the H P Bulmer cider
companypaid for herto be takento Newportfor overhaulto main line standardand
later to Herefordas her operationalbase. Shewas the first locomotive other than
4472to run on BR main lines after the steamban. Sceneof thoseOctoberdaysin
1971 - andthe masstrespasst various points - make one wonderthat BR had the
bottleto rescindthe banatall. Shehaulednumeroussteamtoursbeforeher mainline
ticket finally expiredjust afterthe 1985GWR 150 celebrationsbut by then6023and
6024 were close to completion and the NRM decided to leave her in cold storage.
So now sheis back at her birthplacein the new “Steam” museumon the site of
Swindonworks. Not, perhapshe centreof attention- thatis undoubtedlyCaerphilly
Castle which looks absolutelymagnificentin the large gallery, with a full length
walk-throughpit undertheloco. KGV is in aterminalplatformon a “country branch
line” station, bedeckedwith union flags and surroundedby with the traditional
appurtenances. Her cabis openand spruced her bell gleamsand shecarries“The

Bristolian” headboard with a GW 70ft buffet car behind. Superb.

On 14" June,numerousriendsof KGV assembledo wish her happybirthday. The
Mayor of Swindonled thetributesand Tim Bryan, the curatorof the Museumtalked
aboutKGV'’s exploits. A photographiexhibition showedsomeof the triumphsand
tribulationsof her years,including the wet Augustday in 1968 whenshehadto be
hauledout of the storageshedat Swindonby handbecausdR hadlifted thetrackand
would not allow a loco to run over the temporary panels.

Sadto say, this wasthe first time that your scribehad visited “Steam”. With about
half theindooraccommodatiomf the NRM, andwith a morelimited canvaso cover,
it doeswhatit doesremarkablywell, havingperhapamoreof a senseof “place” than
our own museumwhich is now almostunrecognisablasa real working building.
Thereis a carefully thought-throughintroductionto the main activities of Swindon
works; anintroductionto Mr Brunel andthe building of the GWR; the broadgauge
“North Star’ and a glimpse of the railway signalling, passengerand goods
infrastructure.Thereis the poignant‘wall of names™ over 1500GWR Swindonstaff
who havebeencommemoratedby donationsto the museum. A galleriedworkshop
like York and, mostexciting of all, a simulated“footplate ride” with movement,
soundsand cab-windowviews aheadon a locomotive descendinghe bank from
Crowcombeto Williton on the West SomerseRailway. If you wereeverin doubt,
this experiencewill convinceyou of the worry that all steamdrivers mustface on
curving track such as this when the boiler obscuresthe view ahead. A salutary
experience for all who are tempted to nip across foot crossings!

Lots of ex-GW nameplates,including the delightful oval plate from 1843
“TERRIBLE 4136 Great Western RailitayNeed one say more?

Thereis the GW royal coachin courseof restoration not quite like thoseat York as
until recentlyit was gracingsomebody’sbackgarden. And finally a glimpseof the
GWR we all remember- chocolateand creamat Teignmouthand Penzance.Now
those really were the days!



OXFORD TO CAMBRIDGE : THEN & NOW

Our speakeon 13" May, RichardCrane,grew up nearBedford St Johnsstationand
wasneverfar awayfrom therailway throughouthis schooleducationEvenin thelate
'60s and early '60s the line was underthreat.A friend in the churchchoir persuade
Richardto helpin a petition to keepthe line open- an early portentfor his future.
After Sundayeveningservice,they both usedto go for a footplateride on the line,
includingonememorabldime whenthey hadforgottento takeoff their surplicesThe
last day of 1967 saw the final trains from Bedford to Cambridge,and Bletchley to
Oxford. In 1980the Railway DevelopmentSociety called a meetingto supportthe
remainingpart of the line - Bedfordto Bletchley. The resultwasthe formationof a
Rail UsersGroup,andRichardgot fingeredas organiserTwenty yearson they have
550 members, the line has attracted major investment, and Richard is still there!

He thentook usthroughtheillustratedtour of theline, stoppingoff atthe stationsand
interestingspots. We commencedat Oxford Rewley Road,which althoughclosedto
passengers 1951, remained openfor goodsuntil 1990;it hasbeenrebuilt at the
BuckinghamshireRailway Centre. The first stop at Islip had an original stone
platform until a few yearsago but is now a typical NSE station. Bicester Town,
originally called London Road, follows with its military railway. A mile eastis the
crossingof the GW line, followed by LauntonStationand the boundarybetweenw
andLM regionsjustbeforeMarshGibbonandPoundonwhich wasin neithervillage
and had a waiting room on stilts over a significantdrop. The signalbox at Claydon
Junctionis now at the SwindonandCrickladerailway, but the connectiorto Quainton
Roadis still there.Next is VerneyJunction,openedn 1868for servicesto Banbury,
Buckinghamand Baker Street,but in the '60s,so few trainsstoppedRichardhada 6
hour wait. The Bedford Rail Users Group once organiseda special train from
Winslow, the next station- it got a repaintand full illumination - all for onetrain.

Swanbourne station is well worth a visit to see a LNWR 0-8-0 depicted in topiary.

At Bletchleywe sawan early colour photo of the 3-coachLMS railcar,and Flying
Scotsmarn the flyover in 1974, arriving for the BoroughCouncil celebrationsFrom
herewe movedonto the original, and still opened section.Thereare 10 major road
crossingover the line to Bedford, all busy and expensiveto operate but which are
now being modernised Fenny Stratford, the first stop, was originally a staggered
platform, then madeparallel, and now singled.A 150" celebrationwas stagedhere
whena brand-newclass150 unit wasprovidedby NSE. Theline hashadothernovel
power- in 1998Class31 enginesandair conditionedstock,which werewell received
by passengerdut badly damagedthe track. We learnt that the village of Woburn
Sandswas originally called Hog Sty End. Its new namehasits problemsthough,
peoplehavebeenknown to get off askingfor Woburn Abbey (5 miles away) or the
beach!Aspley Guise,only 1 mile by rail, is some4 mile by car. We thencrossunder
the M1, and enter Ridgmontstationwhich still hasits half timberedbuildings - as
specifiedby the Duke of Bedford - and signal equipmentinside the stationbuilding
with theleversin the open.This is dueto changewhenthe new signalbox is built to
controlthe wholeline. We climb over BrogboroughHill andto Lidlington station,in
1961 the site of one of the first automatic-crossingarriers;the instructionswere in
Englishandltalian - for thelocal brick workers. The stationwasboughtby members
of the Rail UsersGroup and is now a centrefor events,the next being a ramble
startingat 1.40 on 10" August,anda vintagetransportday on 315t August. The next
stop,Millbrook recentlybenefittedfrom £500,000to bring it up to modernstandards.
Stewartby oncethe biggestUK brickworks,is now smallerwith norail freight traffic.
Theold clay pits are now usedto disposeof ballastand householdvaste.Kempston
Hardwick stationbuildings were partially remodelledby a brick lorry and havenow

been demolished. Kempston and Elstow halt closed in the war and never reopeneI

This broughtusinto Bedford St Johnspositionedaftertheflat crossingof the Bedford
-Hitchin line. It hasbeenmaderedundanby diverting serviceshroughtheold freight
yard to a new St Johnsstation,servicesterminatingin Bedford (Midland Road).The
old St Johnsis still there underthe weeds.Freighttraffic continuedto Goldington
Power Stationfor a little while; the shuntingenginefrom here,coincidentally,also
finding its way to the Swindonand Cricklade Railway. Willington only openedin
1902, and only the goodsloadingdock is now left. Blunhamhada thriving banana
goodsservice- of all things- butif theline is reopenedasis hoped,a diversionwill
beneededoundthe newhousesere.Girtford Halt, betweerhereand Sandy mustbe
oneof the shortestived stationsin the country,openingin 1938andclosingin 1941.
Crossingthe EastCoastMain Line, we enter Sandy;the East Coastline was only

the platformshavebeenfilled in. Lord'sBridge,originally a clusterof housesis now
the site of CambridgeUniversity's Radio TelescopesWe then joined the Eastern
Counties line and finished our journey at Cambridge.

Philip Brown proposedhe vote of thanks.A VHS video, andvideo CD recordingof
the talkare available for loan. Please contact Mel Draper (see below for address)
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS
9 September 2002 "The Pendon Museum"”
Ken Surman

11 November 2002 "Operating or Wrecking the
National Collection”

Richard Gibbon, NRM

The meetingswill be heldin the MeetingRoomat MaryleboneStation. Pleaseenter
from the doorbetweerlUpperCrustandW.H. Smith'sBookstall,behindBen& Jerry's
ice-creamoutlet, at the eastside of the stationconcourse. The talks commenceat
19.00andtherewill be a personon the doorto let you in from 18.30. If you arrive
after 19.00andfind the doorlocked,pleasetelephoned771554 9907 Therewill bea
voluntary collectionto help coverthe cost- a donationof around£1 to £2 per head,
tea or coffee included. Guests are welcome.

FRIENDS BENEFITS

d. . .

n orderto offset the apparentoss of advantagesince free Museumadmissionwas
extendedo all, efforts are beingmadeto obtainadditionalbenefitsfor membersSo
far the following havebeennegotiatedfor MEMBERS ONLY on productionof a
current membership card. Families need a Family membership.

¢ Milburns’ Brief Encounterrestaurantand their other outlets in the
Museum - 36.25% discount.

¢ Museum shop - 10% discount on most goods.

Car parking - purchasea £2 tokenfrom the Car Park Entrancedesk-
the usual fee is £4

double-track here, until the Cambridge line closed, when it was widened to 4 track.

The next partwasthe original Sandyto PottonTramway- the original loco Shannon
is now at Didcot. Pottonhadtwo signalboxesright to the endandthe station,nowin
private ownership,is the bestsurvivor on the line. After Gamlingaytherewas a 6
miles climb to Old North Roadstation,the signalbox and goodsshedstill exist but

Otherbenefitsarein courseof negotiationwatchfuture issuesof the Reviewandthis
Briefing for up dates. You can,of coursealsogetyour 10% discounton goodsfrom

the South of England Group stand at our outreach events - another hint to come al

Chairman :

e-mail george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk
Briefing Editor:

e-mail ms.draper@ntlworld.com

Contact Addresses for South of England Group
GROUP WEB PAGE - http://Homepage.ntlworld.com/ms.draper/index.html

George Rutter, 75 Upper Lodge Lane, Hazlemere, High Wycombe, HP15 7AS : Telephone 01494 716684 : Mobile 07715 5

Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU: Telephone 01767 221673 : Mobile 07740 6
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