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WHAT DO YOU WANT FROM YOUR
MEMBERSHIP OF THE FRIENDS?

From 1st December2001 admissionto our Museumwill be free of chargeto all.

The only exceptionswill be for ThomasThe Tank Engine and other specially
arrangeddayswhen a chargewill be madeto cover costsincurred.Friendswill

retain free admission on such days.

For sometime now themanagemenf The Friendshasbeenconcernedo provide
addedvalueto your membershipAn improvementin the quality of the quarterly
Reviewhasbeenachievedandwill continueandit is now recognisedsleaderin

its field. But what else is needed?

A grouphasbeenformedwith a “Brain Storming”remit. GeorgeRutterhasbeen
co-optedto this groupparticularlyto representhe membershigrom far afield. If
you haveany ideasfor benefitswhich you would like to be madeavailable- no
matterhow manyor how wild please- let him know, preferablyin writing but by
word of mouthif necessaryNothing can be promisedbut you might sparkthat
illusive something.

The aim is to retainthe recentgrowing membershigrend, againstthe perceived
lossof benefit.In recentyearsThe Friendshaveprovideda greatdealof enabling
cashwhich hasattractedfundsfrom othersourcesandwe canonly continuewith

that work by retaining and further developing our membership.In turn the
membership needs its rewards. Again, your ideas please.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

As advisedin the last Briefing, this year's AGM will be held on Monday 14
January2002 at the Station Meeting Rooms, Marylebone Station - see map
overleaffor details. The formal businesawill startat 19.00and will be followed
by the traditional social gatheringwith seasonatefreshments.Two membersof
the committeeare dueto cometo the end of their term - lan Harrisonand Alan
Gosling,andbotharewilling to restand.If youwishto putyour nameforwardfor
membershipto the committee,pleaseget in touch with the Chairman,George
Rutter, whose address is overleaf.

There is no chargefor attendingthe AGM, and any memberof the Friends,
whethertheylive in the Southof Englandor not, is welcometo attend.Therewill
be a chargeof £ 6 for thosewho wish to remainfor the socialgatheringto cover
the cost of the refreshmentsGuestsare also welcometo the AGM and social
(althoughcannotvote at the AGM). PleasesendGeorgeRuttera stampedself-
addresseénvelopetogethemwith your chequemadepayableto “FNRM Southof
England Group”. Tickets for the social will be sentout a week prior to the
meeting.

Next year will mark the tenth anniversaryof the South of England Group and
arrangementare beingmadeto celebratethis event. The intentionis organisea
specialsummerouting in 2002. Arrangementsare in hand to visit the Severn
Valley Railway on Saturday 20 July where we are planning to have an
ObservationCar attachedto a servicetrain and a buffet provided. The costis
likely to bearound£30perhead.We shallalsoseekanarrangementvith Chiltern
Railwaysfor specialfaresfrom Marylebone GerrardsCross,High Wycombeand
Banburyfor memberswishingto travel by thatroute. Furtherinformationwill be
available in due course.

OUTREACH PROGRAMME

Sincethe last Briefing, the Outreachteamhavebeenvery active with visits to a
numberof model railway exhibitionsthroughoutthe region. We startedon 20
Octoberfor a weekendat the prestigiousNational Model Railway Exhibition,
organisedat the BirminghamN.E.C. by Warley Model Railway Club. The event
attractedover 15,000visitors over the two days,andit seemedhat mostof them
paida visit to our stand. By the Sundayafternoonour stockswereextremelylow

and we were nearly out of publicity material. Even so, we took over £1500in

sales- greaterin thetwo daysof this eventthanwe usuallymanageo sell overthe
five days of the successful'Steam on the Met” eventsduring previousyears.
Needless to say, we have already booked our place at next year’'s show.

Thefollowing weekendsawus at ColchesteModel Railway Exhibition. We had
a prime spotright next to the entranceand exit which guaranteedhat everyone
saw us and we made sure that most people went away with some publicity
material. Sales,however, were a little disappointing,probably becausemost
people had spent up by the time they exited via our stand!

On 3 November,we roundedoff our visits, by attendingthe High Wycombe
Model Railway Exhibition. Again therewasa gooddealof interestin our stand
with Christmas cards and gifts high on the sales list.

Most of the second-hantiooksmentionedn thelastBriefing havenow beensold
- but getin touchwith GeorgeRuttershouldyou beinterestedn anyitemsonthe
list - you may be lucky!. Our nextyear's outreachprogrammewill startat the
East BedfordshireModel Railway Exhibition at Biggleswadeon 16 February,

when a new version of the mobile “Rocket” display track will have its first outing. Outreach Stand at the N.E.C.
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THE WORK OF THE GWR
PRESERVATION GROUP
by R. A. Gorringe, Chairman

An advertisemenin the Railway Magazinehadled to the formationof the group,
with membershipmainly drawnfrom WestLondon.IntroducingBob Gorringeto

our Novembermeeting,Roy Bell (member22) notedthey hadfirst metat Barry

scrapyardn a cold JanuarySundayin 1975.Bob took up the story - he wantedto

purchasean engine,and after a few morevisits, identified one, albeit markedfor

saleto WSR! It took 9 monthsto raisethe purchaseprice of £6000and another
£2000to move it, but where? They had decidedto run it at Paingtonwhen
complete, but that would have meant considerabletravelling time for the
restorationteam.Bob identified an old warehouseat Southall. Originally part of

the Otto Monstedfactory, an early margarineproducer(Bob showedus an 1893
photoof the building) andthenthe Maypole Margarinecompany,it now belongs
to Walls Meat Company. A leasewas signedby the Groupin 1979andthe first

enginearrived later that year. They unsuccessfullyinvestigatedrunning on the
adjoining Brentford branch. However, shortly after, Bob heard that the AEC

works wasaboutto closedandhe successfullynegotiatedo buy their 19380-4-0
dieselshunter. The AEC driver gaveinstructionson how to drive it, although
only how to use 2 gears- he had neverusedthe higher gearsin the company
sidings! The Group’s motive power grew againin the early 1980sfollowing a

successfutenderfor one of the remainingtwo steamlocos at the Acton Main

PowerStation. A RSHengine which still hadtwo yearsonits boiler certificate,
duly arrivedat Southall. Anothervisit to Barry sawa Panniertank addedto the
collection.

Then camethe bombshell- Walls Meat Companyhad sold the site and wanted
them out! Coincidentally, the Southall depot was closing. A two year trawl
through BR bureaucracyendedon 18 Septemberl992 with approval for the
transfer- just-in-timebecause writ hadbeenservedon themby the Walls Co. A
full day’swork sawthe movefrom the old warehouséo Southallshed,butit was
two more yearsbeforethe site could be openedto the public. Attendancegrew
until, by 1996, some10,000peoplevisited. Thenin 1997 Railtrack refusedto
renew the lease.This was a bitter blow, especiallyas they had just secureda
£250,000 local authority developmentgrant. Despite protests nothing would
changeRailtrack’s mind and Flying Scotsmanwere readyto move in. Despite
Railtrack offering to find anothersite, therewas still nowhereto move. Finally,
Railtrackagreedo the useof a disusedsiding,alongwith alargeheatedndustrial
building, left after completionof the Paddingtorto Heathrowline. While a good
facility for restoring stock, it cannot be opened to the public.

Meanwhile South West Trains’ StrawberryHill site was redundantA planning
applicationfrom the Group was successfulBack to Railtrack, but they said the
leasehad to be agreedwith South West Trains. Unfortunatelythey would not
agreeareasonableent. Railtrack,who hadpreviouslysaidtheywould help secure
an alternativesite, refusedto help! This is the currentsituationwith SWT still
making no use of the site and not willing to reduce the rent.

Becauseof all the uncertaintythey lost somemembersover the years,but the
group continues Although not having public accessthey raisemoneythrougha
salesstandandrestoratiorwork still continues. Their latestengine9682achieved
fame by hauling the Queenand Prince Philip on the Bodmin and Wenford
Railway; it is currentlyon the North Norfolk, andthey hopeto haveit fitted with

AWS equipmentfor running on Railtrack. Meanwhile Flying Scotsman’suse of

the Southallsite hasnot turnedout as expected Although the enginedoescome
backto Southall,it spendamostof its time at Stewart'sLane,andthereis some
possibility of agreeingsomeuseof the site again,andwho knows, we may even
see 9682 running on the Brentford branch.
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Forthcoming Events

14 Jan 2002 AGM and Social, plus somerailway related
entertainment.
11 Mar 2002 “The work of the Sir Nigel Gresley

LocomotivePreservatiomrust”, Keith Jackson (postponedrom
November 2001)

13 May 2002 “Oxford to Cambridge - then and now”,
Richard Crane, Bedford to Bletchley Rail Users Association.

The meetingswill be held in the Meeting Room at MaryleboneStation. Please
enterfrom the door betweenUpper Crustand W.H. Smith'sBookstallat the east
side of the stationconcourse. The talks commenceat 19.00and therewill be a
personon thedoorto let youin from 18.30. If you arrive after 19.00andfind the
doorlocked,pleaseelephoneéd7715549907 Therewill beavoluntarycollection
to help coverthe cost- a donationof around£1 to £2 per head,tea or coffee
included. Guests are welcome.

Friends Tours for 2002

Following this yearssuccessfuttours to Italy/ Spainand the Isle of Man, see
Reviews96 and97, arrangementare now completefor a 15 night tour of France
starting 19 July. This will take in many preserved tourist, and scenic lines

throughoutthe country. It will be possibleto “drop out” after part of the trip, or

join partway through,so thereis plenty of scopefor flexibility. Why not try out

the new Euro currency- and get usedto the € symbol. If you're a Euro-sceptic,
thereis an alternative a four-nighttour of the GreatLittle Trainsof Wales.This

startson Monday 24 Junethroughto Friday 28 June.For more detailswrite to

William Greenwood,Friends of the NRM, National Railway Museum York.

YO26 4XJ.

Talking of theintroductionof the Euro, don't forgetthe suggestiorin Review97

(pagel0) to donateyour francs- or drachmaesescudoslire, marks, pesetasor

schillingsbeforethe endof February. How aboutbringing your notesor (French,
German or Spanish) coins to the AGM in January?
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e-mail george@rutter75.fsnet.co.uk

Briefing Editor:
Mel Draper, 18 St Margarets Gardens, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire, SG18 8NU: Telephone 01767 221673

e-mail ms.draper@ntlworld.com




