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Andrew Scott addresses the South of England Group

On Monday 18th October, Andrew Scott, the Head of the understoodstory. The collectionmustalsoprovideservicesfor
NRM, met22 memberof the Southof EnglandGroupof the disparate groups; school-children,the disabled, as well as
Friends. In his presentatiorne gavea fascinatinginsightinto| families. The informationservicemannedby the York Friends
theactivitiesandplansof the NRM andincludeda numberof| helpsrectify someof theseproblems butthe Museumneedso
observations on the role of the Friends. do more itself. With this in mind, more interactive

History Repeats ltself presentationarebeingprovided,suchas"name-plataubbing”
Unfortunately, his first news was not good. That very andtheatreshows. Plansare currently being laid for a new
morning, BR StandarddMT 75014, which had arrived at the| 9eneratiorof displayswhich will focusmuchmorecloselyon
NRM the previous evening, had split one of its cylinders the railway story, rather than relying just on artifacts. In
whenbeingmoved. This accidentappeargo be dueto water Particular,a new displaywill give an overviewfor visitors of
in the cylinderalthoughthis still needso be confirmed. If so, the magnitudeof the railway story. Evenif the Museumwere
history hasrepeatedtself; the Museum's_NWR SuperD No ableto storeall its exhibits at York, Andrew still believesin

485, endedits BR careerin a similar way and hasonly just| /0aningsomeof the bestdisplaysto preservatiorsitesacross
been repaired. the UK, so that as many peopleas possiblecan enjoy them.

Storage Problems The Friends have an important role here, acting as NRM

Andrew moved onto happiermatters,describingthe role of l\?éntigﬁzls%do?lresggo?]raw attentionto the items as part of the
the Museumasthetrusteeof the nation'scollectionof railway '

artifacts. This beginswith the acquisitionof historic items
most of which are smaller,but far more numerousthan the
prestigecollectionof locomotives. Everydayarticlessucha
spoonsand buttonssharethe storagespaceat LeemanRoa
with models, artwork, platform furniture, engineerin
drawings, documentsand photographs. The mobile item
don'tall roll on flangedwheels,as the Museumalso hasa
fleet of roadvehicles; moreof themthanGWR locomotives
The latestitem addsto this imbalance- an early mechanic
dray, one of the earliest self-propelled railway deliver
vehicles.

The NRM is addressinghe needsof researcherdyoth through

the library (usedby 7 or 8 researchergachday) andthe new

Institute of Railway Studiesat York University, headedby

Prof. Colin Divall. Private funding is supporting2 research
associates,studying for Ph.D.s, and the first overseas
(Australian)Ph.D.student.The Institutehasalsolaunchedwo

courses, a Masters course and a Diploma

Questions and Answers

Therewas a lively discussionfollowing Andrew'stalk. The
closureof the York works may impacton the Museumin an
unusuakway - the possibldossof their facilities for low-loader

It's all very well havinga large collection, but it's not much access(the low bridgeson LeemanRoad preventtransferof
good unlesseveryoneknows what'sin it. This is a major €xhibits at the Museum). Andrew also amplified on his
problem for the Museum. It has been collecting articles cOmmentsaboutthe help Friendscan give to documentthe
quickerthanit hasbeenpossibleto catalogueand documentcollection. On the use of NRM engineson the main-line, he
them. Much material has arrived following the demiseof| Would like to continuethis, but the experiencesf the lastyear
variouspartsof the railway industryin this country.Drawings Show that this is becomingincreasinglydifficult. Coaching
and photographsif they are not properly scheduledby their| Stock is another headache.Some time ago, the Museum
previousowner, remainunsorted awaiting identification and obtainedduplicateGresleyand Staniercoacheswith the idea
presentationto the researcherenthusiasandvisitor. Thisis ©f making up two authentictrains. Use of woodenbodied
an areawheremoderntechnologycan play animportantrole stock on the main-line is now ruled out, and with spaceat a
but, as Andrew points out, computersare only a tool. Peopl premium, somehave beenreleasedo other centreswho can

must first identify, interpret and, only then, record the 9ive them a betterhome. The Royal Coachesare a major
information. problemsincefew otherlocationshavethe resourcedo keep

themunder-coverandin good condition. On the introductory
Oncedocumentedthe Museummustconservethe collection presentation severalideas were suggestedby the audience,
for future generations. This not only involves repair of| including, audio-visualdisplays alongsidethe ticket queues,
damage,such as the current work on the Super D, but loaned audio-tapesand headphones. The NRM has just
essential"finishing touches" such as the correct paint to| appointedSandraBicknell asdisplaymanagerandshewill be
produce an authentic livery. The Museum's painter is,| I00kingattheseoptions. Finally, Andrewgavesomedetailsof
probably,the country'sleadingexpertin railway liveries and Visitor numbers. About 20% of visitors are non-UK residents
paintcompositionandspendsnoretime answeringquestionswith mostof the remainderdrawnfrom a very wide catchment

than applying paint to items in the collection. Volunteersarea. It appearsthat the lowest numberscome from the
from the Friends also play their role; such as their recentimmediateresidentsaroundYork! Thedeclinein attendanceat

restoration of a NER Box Van. the Museumalso reflects the reductionin York as a tourist

Making Sense of the Collection centre. In the past, as eachnew attractionhas opened(the
Big improvementsare neededin the interpretationof the NRM included),York hasbenefitedfrom atouristboom. With

collectionfor the non-specialisvisitor. Thelayout,apartfrom the Jorvik centrenow over 10 yearsold, it now seemshatthe

e .1 city is in needof somethingnew (or is it old!) in the heritage
partsof the PeterAllen Building, doesnot presentany easil industry.



