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Friends Summer Visit 1995
Isle of Wight Railway

Every summerthe South of EnglandFriendsarrangean informal
visit to oneof the railway centresn theregion.Previousyearshave
seernusat SheffieldParkandWansford. This yearthere'satrip over
the briny for the Isle of Wight Railway. The visit will takeplaceon
Sunday9th July. All Friendsareinvited to comealongand enjoy
the day out aswell as meetingother membersof the FNRM who
live in this part of the country.

As this briefing went to press,the new summerrail timetablehad
just comeout, butthe "Supplement'wasstill awaited. Thetimesof
the Londonto Portsmouthservicebelow are thereforeprovisional.
The Isle of Wight area little betterorganisedandwe alreadyknow
the times that they will be running services!

Those coming via London should catch the 09.25 Portsmouth
Harbourtrain from Waterloo. This picks up at Woking (09.51),
Guildford (10.03), Hazelmere (10.18), Petersfield (10.29) and
Havant(10.43),arriving at Portsmouthat 11.00. We takethe 11.20
boat, and the "new" Isle of Wight train (refurbished1938 tube
stock)to Smallbrook. Herewe transferto the Isle of Wight Steam
Railway for the 12.15 departureto Wootton, where we arrive at
13.00. A vintagecoachconnectsat Wootton for visits to Osborne
Houseor BartonMill Vineyard,returningto Woottonfor the 16.01
departure. The return train from PortsmouthHarbour leavesat
17.20 for Waterloo at 18.55, dropping off at the same points.

The railway hasmademajorimprovementsver the lastfew years.
If you have not visited it for sometime, why not come along?
Dependingon the numberscoming, we may be able to organisea
group discountfor the travel on the Isle of Wight Railway. Please
inform the chairmanor newslettereditor (seereversefor telephone
numbers) if you expect to be there.
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Spring Report

On 9 Januarywe held our third AGM and buffet/socialevening.
After the brief formal matterswere dealt with, membersof the
committee provided entertainmentsy way of slides and video.
RichardCausebroolshowedus his "ThenandNow" picturesof the
Londonto BirminghamRailway, usinghis own slidesandthe 1830
Bourneengravingsproving thatthe artist'seye matchedno known
focal length. Philip Brown showedslidesof our summeractivities
andthentook uson a trans-Americamail trip. The eveningclosed
with lan Harrison'svideo review of the pasttwo yearsin the south
includingthe outingto Eastleighin the "Queenof Scots"sethauled
by No 33109 Captain Bill Smith RNR.

The weekendof 25/26 March markedthe centenarycelebrationf

Woking BoroughCouncil. This would not normally merit mention
here,but part of the festivitiesincludedrunsby 35028"Clan Line"

andM7 30053on theex-LSWRmainline. Someof the committee
helped with stewardingand at least one was seenon the early
eveningregionalTV newsthoroughlyenjoyinghimself. The group
alsosetupthe displaystandon Woking stationand,despitethe cold

weather the group spreadthe detailsof NRM andgeneratedsome
£200 in revenue.

Bob Barnes,GeneralManagerof Venice-SimplonOrient Express
(UK), gaveanillustratedandinformativetalk to 25 Friendson the

eveningof 27 March. He sharedthe problemsand delights of

restoring70 yearold Pullmancarsfrom nearderelictconditionto

sumptuoussplendour. Eachcar is lovingly restoredso thatit can

continueto earnits living on the most prestigioustrain servicein

the world. With restorationcostsaround half a million pounds
each,it's no wonder that journeyson the VSOE are something
special. It's notjustin Europethatthis specialserviceis offered- a

new Pullmantrain "The Easternand Oriental Express"now runs
from Singaporeto Bangkok, via the Bridge over the River Kwai.

Bob describedhow the redundant"Silver Star" carriageswere
transported from New Zealand to be completely rebuilt as
air-conditionedPullmancarson the new service. The talk did not

just cover railway matters. Bob hasa keeninterestin shipsand
describedsome of the nautical aspectsof the company. This

includedthe useof a 5 starliner to link Venice with Istanbul,so

that passengersanachievethe original goal of the VSOE. During

the trial for this service,the captainperformedsome astounding
navigationby sailing throughthe Corinth Canal,which officially is

2 metresnarrowerthan the ship! It's not just oceangoing ships
which the company uses, Bob describedthe plan to rescuea

Germanriver cruiser from Dresdenfor use in a reconstituted
Irrawaddy Flotilla Companyin Burma. Bob endedhis talk by

discussingthe ethics of using authentichistoric items of rolling

stock in commercial business,and held out some tantalising
possibilitiesfor the future - VSOE throughthe Chunnelandfurther
haulage by a certain air-braked steam engine.

CONSTITUTION

Aim and Objective

The group now has a formal constitution, The objective of the Group shall be to further the work of the Friends as set out in
which is subjectto final agreementvith the the Constitution and Rules of the Friends and to promote such activities and fund
ENRM Executive Committee. The main raising events of a local nature as will further the aim and object of the Friends.

elementof thedocumentovertheaimsand
membershipwhich are replicatedopposite.
Thosewanting a full copy of the document
should contact the Chairman (see overleaf).

Membership and Subscriptions

Membership shall be open to all members of the Friends as defined in Rule 4 of
the Constitution and Rules of the Friends. There shall be no local subscription.



