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Evening Meetings in 1994

The AGM/social evening on 10 January succeededin
attractinga full houseof 40. We were pleased_ord Downe,
Presidenbdf the Friends,andLady Downewereableto spend
sometime with us,andin sodoing, recognisinghe efforts of
the Group. The entertainmentconsistedof a selectionof
8mm soundfilms, two of which, had particular interestto
Friends: the Port Sunlight eventin 1988, which includes
footage of the Merseyside Electric Unit and "York to
Carlisle"with the Duchessa film which took abouttenyears
to make,consequentlyhe only consistentlementn it is Her
Ladyship,the seasonsweatherandrolling stockare,to say
the least of it, changeable.

We held our lastindoor meetingbeforethe summerbreakat
WaterloolnternationalStation. We hadan excellentturnout
of some40 memberdo enjoya privilegedtour roundthe new
Internationalterminal prior to its opening. The guides
providedby Eurostarexplainedthe full system from buying
a ticket at the departureend, to exiting through the large
arrivals hall (originally designed for Customs checks).
Despiteall the guidesbeing multi-lingual, we stuck to the
English version.

The move of location to the South Eastern's Career
DevelopmeniCentreat Friars Bridge Court for our evening
meetingdn the Autumn proveda success$n thatseveralnew
faceswere presenton 19 Septemberand enjoyeda highly
entertainingtalk by Steve McColl, Director of the Special
Trains.

During the evening, we learned many secretsof Railway
family life in the Liverpool area. One of the stranger
pastimesvasthe saleto the Schoolof Tropical Medicine of

Caribbean spiders imported with bananas. Steve also
provideda glossaryof nicknamesdescribingthe attributesof

various charactersn the railway community. During the
courseof the evening,we receivedan insight into Steve's
aspirationsfor future in Special Trains Unit operations.A

most enjoyable evening.

On 14 November, Peter Townend, the last shedmastemt
"Top Shed"Kings Cross,gaveaniillustratedtalk on "LNER
Pacifics". Peterexplainedthe operationaldifficulties and
joys of theseengines,ncluding the modificationswhich he,
andhis team,implementedsometimesncurring the wrath of
the men at the Plant, but always to the benefit of the
travelling public.

A Duchess in the South

This yearwe havehadthe opportunityto experiencehe "Flagship"of
the NRM, the Stanier Pacific No 46229, Duchessof Hamilton, in
action on railtours in the south of England. Through special
arrangementsith the operatorsye wereableto mana salesstandfor
the Friends on four of the trips.

On 5th November the fireworks startedearly as the Duchesshauled
the"William Shakespearejut of Paddingtorvia ReadingDidcot and

Banbury,to Stratfordon Avon. The salesstanddid good business
both from passenger®n the train, and from bystandersduring the

stopoversat Banbury and Stratford. The recent building of a

supermarketadjoining the station at Stratford not only altered the

sceneryaround the Bard's town, but it also provided us with an

audience severalpeoplewent homewith a souvenirof the Duchess
aswell asthe weekendshopping. Overall the day'stakingsreached
close to £300.

The following day, using different stock, the Duchesswas on more
foreignterritory, leavingPaddingtoron a tour to Bristol, travellingvia

the Hants& Berksline to WestburyandBath. The Duchesssounded
magnificentas shestormedup to Bathamptonwith just an occasional
shortslip. This wasevenmoreimpressiveconsideringthattherewas
a class47 at the backof the raketo provide heatingandbrakes. The

down trip went well, and sales were brisk despite the counter
attractionsof lunch. Unfortunately, GWR sidingsdon't seemto match
LMS tenderwheels,andthe lady found herselfwith two axlesoff the

rails. Despite this setback, we still managed to raise £230.

On 13 Novemberthe Duchesswvasbackin form, nonethe worsefor
the incidentat Bristol. Shebecamethe first PrincessCoronationto
useWaterloostationsincethe 1948 locomotiveexchanges.But first
shehadto getfrom Old Oak Commonto ClaphamYard. Becauseof
worriesover a tight clearanceunderthe wires nearPrimroseHill the
route was via Readingand Basingstoke. She then ran down the
LSWR mainline to Salisbury and then returnedin the dark via
Southamptorand Winchester.Unfortunately,the weatherduring her
stayin the southwas dark and murky, with poor rail conditions; not
ideal for allowing her to show her best form.

Salesstandswere also mountedon the two positioning runs which

brought 46229 to the south and returned her to York on 17 Novembel

Our thanksgo to the operatingcrews on all trains and to the FSS
support team who made our stand welcome alongside their own.

Fund Raising

As describedn the summerandDuchesssectionsthe Grouphasbeenactivein raisingfundsfor the NRM. Thestockof Friendsand
NRM lines,including the guidebooksand souvenirsof the collection'slocos,tendsto sell well. Indeedat someeventswe havebeen

"cleaned out" of certain items before the end of the day. All the profits from these activities go to support the NRM in its projects

At presenthe Grouphasover£1700in handfrom thesefund raisingactivities,andthe time hasnow cometo decidehow our surplus
shouldbe used. We could, of course handit overto the FNRM at York asa contributionto the main projects. However,we have
the opportunity to suggest a project which the South of England Group can be associated with.

Sothisis your chance. Do you wantto suggest pet projectwhich the Southof EnglandGroup could take underits wing, perhaps
connectedvith aloco, stockor artifactassociatedvith the Southof England. Suggestionso membersof the committeepleaseand
we'll let members have a short list of our collected ideas from which to choose.



