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visitors to our less than adequate 

meeting room. For several years the 

committee has been trying without 

success to find a more suitable 

venue. One at a competitive price, 

with good facilities and in a 

location having good transport 

links.  

Carlton Hill has a room about 

twice the size of the old one at 

Centenary House. It is nice and airy 

with the facility to black out the 

room. As well as this we have 

access to a large fully equipped 

kitchen area. There is a very 

pleasant entrance foyer where we 

can have refreshments. The room 

comfortably seats 50 or 60 so we 

will have much more room. It also 

has an induction loop and is fully 

accessible for disabled guests. For 

me the biggest advantage is the hire 

period. At present, the hire period is 

from 6pm until 9 pm meaning we 

lose a whole hour of our hire time 

and sometimes the meeting feels 

very rushed. We have Carlton Hill 

from 7 pm until 10 pm. This means 

that we will no longer have the mad 

panic to  leave the room at 9pm. 

Hopefully this will make for a more 

relaxed atmosphere and give us all 

more time to socialise at the end of 

On September 10
th
 we will 

hold our first meeting at the new 

venue, Carlton Hill. We are re 

locating to the Friends Meeting 

House on Woodhouse Lane. 

Carlton Hill is on the right side of 

Woodhouse Lane (coming from 

Leeds city centre ) at the junction 

with St Mark's Street and opposite 

the Electrical Engineering 

Building of the University, just 

below the Eldon Pub. 

Centenary House has served us 

well for several years both for our 

meetings and for Astromeet. It is 

in a central location and until 

recently has had ample parking. 

Unfortunately, as members will 

know, the room we currently use 

is rather cramped and suffers the 

noise from the rest of the building. 

Sometimes it is a little 

embarrassing to welcome 

prospective new members and 

 LEEDS ASTRONOMICAL SOCIETY 
ON THE MOVE 

By Sue Keating (President, Leeds AS) 

 

The Quaker Meeting House at Carlton Hill (Woodhouse Lane, opposite 

Leeds University). New venue of LAS meetings from September 2008 
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HOW TO GET THERE 
 

Carlton Hill,  

Friends Meeting House, 

188, Woodhouse Lane, 

Leeds 

LS2 9DX 
 

 

Directions  From Woodhouse 

Lane.. 

By car, turn into St. Mark's 

street there is a small car park 

on the right. 

From Headingley, the bus 

stop is just after you pass the 

meeting house 

By foot: 25 mins uphill going 

out of town to the University. 

By bus: all buses to the 

university: 1,28,56,93,95,96,97. 

From the city centre ask for the 

stop outside the Chemical 

Engineering Dept, the stop after 

the Parkinson Building Steps. 

 

For further information see: 

www.leedsquakers.org.uk 

the meeting.  

Several members have asked 

about parking; There is a small car 

park at the rear of the building and 

ñon streetò parking in St Markôs 

road. If all else fails the university 

car park is only about 5 mins walk 

away. We must make sure we 

reserve a space for Paul or 

whoever is bringing our 

equipment along. I understand 

that for some members Carlton 

Hill may slightly less convenient 

than Centenary House. Iôm sure 

that the improved facilities will 

more than make up for any minor 

inconvenience. I think that we can 

return to a meeting start time of 

7.30 pm to give extra time for 

those making their way to 

meetings after a hard day at work. 

The extra hour will make this 

possible without eating into our 

speakerôs time. 

The society has met in several 

venues over the years and it is 

hoped that the new venue will 

prove to be a great success. I óm 

sure you will like the new venue 

as much as I do and it will serve 

us well for many years to come. 

 
 

 

Meeting room at Carlton Hill  

LOCATION MAP 
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This year once again we ha-

venôt been able to make the most 

of our access to  Rodley Nature 

Reserve for observing. Itôs a 

shame as it gives not only a 

chance to for us to honour the 

public outreach part of our charity 

status but it also adds another so-

cial event for members. Thankful-

ly the evenings Tony hosts at his 

home (renamed Mount Cook!) 

have been a great success. Tony is 

now the custodian of the Wm 

Trant telescope. Hopefully we can 

now make more use of it than has 

been done in past. To this end, we 

are in the process of removing and 

packing the mirrors to send away 

for re coating in readiness for the 

next observing season. 

Way (way!) back in October, 

Vad and I visited Ms Ellison at 

Benton Park High School. (see the 

picture) She has a small but eager 

band of pupils taking GCSE As-

tronomy after school and a second 

group of enthusiastic parents who 

meet on Wednesday evenings. 

Vad helped to set up their new 

reflector and gave some useful 

tips on observing. On behalf of 

the society I donated 4 planis-

pheres to the group. Hopefully 

this will help them navigate the 

sky. 

Iôm sure you will agree the 

purchase of our own data projec-

tor really improved the quality of 

the presentations at meetings. We 

have made the final step into be-

coming fully ñtechnoôd upò and 

purchased a laptop for use in 

meetings. We will no longer need 

to rely on the good will of mem-

bers who have provided their own 

laptops in the past. The committee 

also felt that if, in the future, we 

were able to  buy a CCD camera 

for imaging and the laptop would 

be a useful tool. 

Next year seeôs our 150
th
 An-

niversary and we are hosting a 

joint LAS 150/ BAA ñOut of town 

meetingò in September 2009. The 

venue will be the Clothworkers 

Hall. At the moment we are 

putting together ideas for the 

weekend so any ideas you have re 

places of astronomical interest to 

visit/ speakers would be welcome. 

Wishing you clear skies for the 

coming observing season, 

Sue 

PRESIDENTIAL PIECE 

 

Ms Jen Ellison and the Benton Park High School astronomy group 
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Sky and Telescope via the club. 

AMAZON.CO.UK  

If you are buying anything from 

the Internet bookseller Amazon 

(UK version), they will give a 

cash reward to Leeds LAS, at no 

extra expense to yourself. All you 

have to do is to enter the Amazon 

website via the Leeds AS website. 

Please click on the Amazon link 

from our website and then order 

online in the usual way.  Orders 

need not be for books: they can be 

for anything (astronomy related or 

not). The LAS will receive some 

cashback for every purchase 

made! 

If you have read a good book on 

astronomy lately and would like 

to tell every one about it. Send a 

short review to Xavier who can 

put it on our website with a link to 

Amazon.  

 

SPRINGER-PRAXIS BOOKS 

Following the events this summer, 

the Leeds Astronomical Society 

has been offered a special deal 

from the publisher Springer-

Praxis.  From now on all members 

of the Society are granted a 20% 

discount on anything they buy 

from this publisher. To claim the 

discount, members need just to 

mention that they are current 

members of the Leeds Astronomi-

cal Society and quote the ref-

erence óLAS 17ô.  The easier way 

to do this is either to call the editor 

on the following number (free-

phone): 0800 777 46437 or they 

can email: order@springer.de 

SKY & TELESCOPE  

Possibility of subscribing for one 

year (12 issues) for the reduced 

rate of $49.99, via the Treasurer.  

Also 10% off all orders with Sky 

Publishing when subscribing to 

SPA DISCOUNTS 

Discounts via the SPA  Member-

ship card (available from Xavier). 

 

Reduced entrance fee for: 

National Space Centre (Leicester) 

 The William Hershell Museum 

(Bath) 

Southend Planetarium, Armagh 

Planetarium 

Foredown Camera Obscura 

(Brighton) 

Liverpool Museum Planetarium 

Observatory Science Centre (Hail-

sham, East Sussex). 

 

Variable discounts from: 

Telescope House (BCF - London) 

 Pulsar Optical (March) 

Orion Optics (Crewe) 

Stockport Binocular and Telescope 

Centre 

Sinden Company Ltd (Newcastle) 

Galaxia Globes (Warrington) 

 

Other discounts: 
 

Galloway Astronomy Centre - 

10% on room price 

 

 

Special Deals 

For Leeds Astronomers 
 

Meetings programme 2009 
January 14th AGM 

February 11th   Dr David Jenkins, University of York, Cauldrons in the cosmos
    

 

March  11
th
   Dr Joe Foster, Manchester,The LHC at CERN: A Peak through the World's Most Powerful Microscope 

April 8
th
 Dr Liane Benning, University of Leeds, The AMASE project

 

May13th Dr Meghan Gray, University of  Nottingham, Gravitational lensing 

June10th Mr Peter Rea, A Panoramic Moon 

July 8
th
               Dr Jurgen Schmoll, University of Durham, Light pollution from an astronomical point of view  

August 12
th
  Mr John Singleton, Hebden Bridge AS, Who was James Clerk Maxwell? 

September 4/ 6  BAA ñOut of Townò Meeting, Jointly to celebrate the150
th
 anniversary of the L.A.S. Dynamic Stars 

September 9
th 

Mr Don Metcalfe, John Harrisonôs Clocks 

October14th  Dr Julian Pittard, University of Leeds, Eta Carina 

November 7
th
  Leeds Astromeet 2009,  See www.leedsastronomy.org.uk   

November 11
th
 Dr Joachim Rose, University of Leeds, Optical Searches for Extraterrestrial Intelligence   

December 9th Presidentôs Evening 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LEEDS ASTROMEET 2009 
CONFIRMED SPEAKERS 

 

Prof. Mike Edmunds (Cardiff) - The Antikythera Mechanism 

Prof. Dame Jocelyn Bell Burnell (Oxford) - tba 

Prof. Alan Watson (Leeds) - The Pierre Auger high-energy cosmic ray project 

Prof. Monica Grady (OU / Nat. Hist. Mus.) - tba 

Dr. Allan Chapman (Oxford) - tba, History of Astronomy 

mailto:order@springer.de
http://www.leedsastronomy.org.uk/
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SOCIETY MEETINGS  
 

By tradition meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. 

The theme is normally a lecture or presentation on a particular astronomical 

topic, given by guest speakers or society members. Meetings of an informal 

nature, where members have the opportunity to show something about their 

interestðe.g. slides, videos, instruments, observations, etcðoccur two 

weeks following, again on a Wednesday. The venue is CENTENARY 

HOUSE, NORTH STREET, LEEDS, between 7 and 9pm. Please enter by 

the top entrance, with automatic doors. 

 

MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 

The following subscriptions are due at the beginning of each calendar year: 

Full Membership: £25 Reduced Rate: £15 

First Year Membership: £10 Institution Membership: £25 

 

The reduced rate is applicable to junior members of 17 years of age or less, 

full -time students, registered disabled, senior citizens over 65 years and 

members who are unemployed when subscription is due. The institution rate 

is applicable for groups or schools and includes membership for one adult 

and 15 juniors. 

 

. 

ASTROMEET 2008 
Saturday 15

th
 November , Clothworkers Hall, Leeds University  

 

Prof. Paola Caselli - Leeds - "From Interstellar Clouds to Planets: the Universal Factory"; 

Dr Allan Chapman - Oxford - "The Historical Relation of Astronomy and Astrology"; 

Prof. Michael Cruise - Birmingham - " The Search for Gravity Waves"; 

Dr. Roger Pickard - BAA President - "The Career of a Variable Star Observer"; Prof. Fred Taylor  - Oxford - 

'The Atmosphere and Climate of Venus, and the European Venus Express Mission' 

 

 

Trade Stalls, Doors open to public 9am.  Admission Charge.  

2008 Programme of Meetings 
 

2
nd

 Wednesday of every month,Centenary House, North Street 
Doors open: 7.00pm 

 
Jan 9  Annual General Meeting  
Feb 13  TBA, Dr Jim Wild, UCLAN 
Mar 12  TBA, Norman Oldham, Oldham Optical 
Apr 9  Through Status to the Stars, Ray Emery 
May 14  Cataclysmic Binaries, Dr L. Sproats  
Jun 11  Images of the Universe, Paul Money 
Jul 9  The Tungunska Event, Dr Chris Trayner, Leeds University & 
Leeds AS 
Aug 13  The Yorkshire Planetarium, Richard Everiss, The York-
shire Planetarium 
Sep 10  Saturn, Lord of the Rings, Andrew Lound, The Planetary 
Society 
Oct 8  In Search of William Gascoigne, David Sellers, Leeds AS 
Nov 12  TBA, Dr Sam Falle, Leeds University  
Nov 15  Astromeet 2008 (Leeds University) 

Dec 10  Presidentôs Evening 

SUBMISSIONS 
 

Nebula is produced three/four 

times a year. Submissions of ma-

terial from members welcomeðas 

are comments, suggestions and 

letters.  Items should preferably be 

emailed to the editor or sent by 

post on floppy disk, but material 

in paper or print form is accepta-

ble.  Digital items should ideally 

be in Word format (for text) and 

.jpg format (for images). Contri-

butors please note that we place 

copies of the journal (in PDF for-

mat) on our website 
http://www.l eedsastronomy.org.uk  
 

REMINDER ï MEMBERSHIP 

RENEWAL  

 

Please note that 2008 membership 

subscriptions are due from Janu-

ary 2008. Please send a cheque (to 

óLeeds Astronomical Societyô) to 

the following address: Mr Xavier 

Vermeren, 35 Calverley Gardens, 

Leeds LS13 1HF.  Your member-

ship card will be sent by return of 

mail. 

 

Fees for the year 2008 are to be 

determined at the AGM 

Xavier Vermeren 

LAS Hon. Treasurer 

 
NOTE: 

LAS AURORA  

TELEPHONE ALERT LIST  
 
The LAS Aurora Alert list will hence-

forth be circulated on a separate paper 

copy. This is so as to avoid giving 

private telephone numbers in Nebula, 

which is now available on the world 

wide web (in PDF format). 
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branching off from the spiral pat-

tern in a most unlikely fashion. Or 

so it seems to us. But to those two 

observers, who were concerned 

with simply and accurately re-

cording the visual appearance as 

they saw it (and were not tied in to 

notions of inevitable spirality), 

they drew what they thought they 

could see. (Even the enormous 

light-grasp of the Leviathan of 

Parsonstown couldnôt quite bring 

out all the faint details of the link-

ing material.) It is this openness 

and honesty of approach which 

marks out a good observer; they 

may not have much by way of 

draughtsmanship skills, but time 

and again we go back into the 

records and find observers whom 

we have come to regard as ñrelia-

bleò, precisely because they put 

down the way things appeared to 

them to be, without fear or favour. 

And in the process, perhaps began 

to think about what they were see-

ing, its nature, and its origins ï 

without too much recording tech-

nology getting in the way, either 

(but thatôs another story...). 

I feel a bit of mock-Kipling 

coming on. 

ñIf you can keep your mind 

open and record what you see 

When the minds of your fel-

lows are closed....ò 

We humans are wonderful pat-

tern-makers. We tend to see order 

and regularity wherever we look ï 

even when we perhaps ought to be 

a bit more cautious. This has its 

uses; it enables us to learn, to 

teach, to pass on our cultures and 

our understandings, and quite 

simply to stay alive. We are al-

ways alert to that which doesnôt 

look right or for some reason 

doesnôt fit in. Of course this has 

its down side as well ï itôs at the 

root of the horrors of tribalism, be 

this a matter of political or ethnic 

or religious identity. But this abili-

ty ï and compulsion ï to see pat-

terns in things is also the virtue 

(and sometimes the bane) of the 

mind of the scientist. 

Many years ago (over 25 

years, to be honest), I was present 

at one of our local astronomy so-

ciety meetings, when the topic of 

observing variable stars came up 

in conversation. This was back in 

the days when we used to attract 

lots of smart and keen youngsters 

to our meetings ï so you can tell 

how long ago it must have been! 

Well, one lad was telling 

another that he was not happy 

with his recorded observations of 

the well-known variable Gamma 

Cas, because the numbers didnôt 

look right. ñNo!ò, his mate re-

sponded immediately, ñyou 

should never doubt your own ob-

servations!ò. The wisdom of a 

fourteen year old. 

I was reminded of this ex-

change (which obviously stuck in 

my memory) the other day, when 

I came across a drawing of Mes-

sier 101, worked up from Lord 

Rosseôs observations through the 

big 72-inch at Birr, by his observ-

ing assistant S. Hunter. If you 

look at the drawing, you will see 

an arm of material towards the 

bottom right which appears to 

THE OPEN-MINDED OBSERVER 

Ray Emery 

M101 by S.Hunter from Lord 

Rosseôs observations 

 

A word of praise! 
 At the talk by Chris Trayner  

on the óTunguska Eventô (July 

formal meeting) we had a one per-

son in the audience who had trav-

elled especially all the way from 

North London.  

Mr David Smith is  Head of 

Physics at Highgate school, North 

London. 

He is also a self confessed 

Tunguska aficionado. He gave on 

a talk on Tunguska to his school  

on June 30
th
 , the 100

th
   anniver-

sary of the event.  

David, who is a member of 

Hampstead Garden Suburb Astro-

nomical Society, emailed Chris to 

say how much he enjoyed the talk 

and also had volunteered compli-

mentary comments about the size 

of the meeting and the quality of 

Nebula. ñThank you for having 

meò 

Many thanks to Chris for a 

very interesting and timely  talk. 

The Tunguska event took place 

100 years ago. At 0.14UT, 30
th
 

June 1908 a massive explosion 

took place near the Tunguska 

River in Siberia. 

 

Leonid Kulik, who led the first 

expedition to Tunguska in 1921 
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`

WYNYARD PLANETARIUM AND OBSERVATORY 
by Sue Keating 

which is reckoned to be the big-

gest working telescope of its kind 

in the North of England. The ob-

servatory is open to the public for 

observing between September and 

April. As I mentioned before the 

telescope is linked to the planeta-

rium to allow the audience to en-

joy views through the instrument. 

The Planetarium also has full re-

mote access to telescopes in Ha-

waii, America, Australia and 

Chile which makes a useful re-

source for local school parties. 

Everyone seemed to have a 

good time even Ed, the Planeta-

rium director, who was attacked 

by a cheeky toy dog during the 

show (ask Mr Cookôs daughter!!!) 

It was lovely to see so many 

youngsters in the group, who no 

doubt could give a much better 

review of the adventure play-

ground than I! 

Wynyard  Woodland Park in  

Teesside is the home of Wynyard 

Planetarium and Observatory. In 

April a group of a dozen or so 

members, friends and family took 

the opportunity to have a private 

planetarium show and tour of the 

observatory courtesy of Ed Restall 

the planetarium director. 

The Woodland Park is near 

Stockton on Tees and as well as 

the Planetarium and Observatory, 

it has a sculpture trail. ñA Solar 

Walkò and ñCelestial Kitchenò are 

just two features on the trail. After 

a stroll along the trail there is also 

a wonderful café serving a good 

range of wholesome, hearty food 

and drinks. 

The Planetarium is a joint en-

deavour between Stockton Bo-

rough Council and Cleveland and 

Darlington AS. It has a Japanese 

Goto Eros E5 star projector and a 

restored Spitz A1 projector made 

in Philadelphia. The dome itself is 

7-metre in diameter.  It holds and 

audience of 70 in comfortable 

(former) cinema seats. The Plane-

tarium is able to link electronical-

ly to the observatory to allow the 

planetarium audience to view the 

night sky. There is a long list of 

possible shows, we were given a 

tour of the southern skies as well 

as a tour of the night sky. 

The Observatory, supported by 

Cleveland and Darlington As and 

Durham AS was opened in 1994 

by Professor Sir Arnold Wolfen-

dale, FRS. The main instrument is 

a 19" Newtonian reflector (f/4) 

 

 


