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During the summer of 2006 I had taken the opportunity to photograph 35 Churches and Chapels in the 
Fareham district. I would have liked to have spent much more time in each of the buildings, but my main 
objective was to produce a photographic record of religious buildings in the area, even though some of 
the buildings are not in use as places of worship now, and could be demolished at some time in the future. 
 
Religious buildings have so much local history attached to them it would be a disaster if we where to lose 
any of them. It is our heritage, and it is a privilege to be able to produce this visual record in the hope that 
others may be interested to further this work.   
 
Most of the buildings are of the Victorian era and a few of the churches have the remains of a building 
going back before the Norman Conquest and the Norman times. We only have to look at the Southwick 
Church of ‘St. James-without-the-Priory-Gate’  known as the ‘Peculiar’  of Southwick, Hampshire. 
According to the church booklet a Priory was founded by Henry I in 1133, was re-established at 
Southwick during the period 1145-1153, but the church of St James, the Parish Church, was probably in 
existence before the Priory was built and maybe before the Norman Conquest. 
 
The Church of St Columba, Hillson Drive, Fareham built in the 20th century. Its history began as St 
Columba a Tin Tabernacle in Catisfield Lane, Catisfield from 1861. The Tin Church was pulled down in 
1992. By that time a new building was in use in Hillson Drive, the old building had been deconsecrated 
and became the venue for the ‘106 Club’ . The existing Church may be pulled down in the next year or so, 
and the area redeveloped with a new church building and community rooms. 
 
The smallest of churches in the area is the Little Church of St Francis, Funtley, the building was built as a 
school for the children of Fontley village (as Funtley was known then) with facilities for church Services. 
 
This is a brief glimpse into the history of three of the churches in the area. Each of the Churches and 
Chapels have their own story to tell, each with it’s history and the people who had the faith to build such 
structures to the glory of God for the people of villages and towns to worship and praise God.  
 
If we go back far enough into the history of the church building, the earliest were used as a meeting place, 
a market place where farm produce and cattle were sold. There were no seats or pews except a seat 
around the inner part of the outer walls where it is said ‘ the weak go to the wall’ . The Priest was the Clerk 
in the parish and would help with legal matters at a meeting in the church itself. At times the building was 
used as a fortress against invaders. Church Wardens brewed beer or ale in the church to sell to raise 
money for the upkeep of the main building, water was not the quality we know it today. Many public 
houses near to churches came into being because of this, and church halls were an extension of the church 
building.  
 
Malcolm Low.    Photographs ©Malcolm Low, September 2006 
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Views in and around the Churches 

 
 

                   
    Interior of St. James Church Southwick                  Interior of St. James Church Southwick 
 
 
 
 

 
For the Poor in St. James Church Southwick 
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Entrance to Crofton Old Church of St. Edmunds                Crofton Old Church of St. Edmunds 
 
 

 
Crofton Old Church of St. Edmunds 

 

 
Titchfield St. Peter’s Church. 
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The Grounds of Hook & Warsash St. Mary’s Church. 

 

            
 

Church Gates of Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church, Fareham. 
 

 
Tower of Fareham Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church. 
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Wickham redundant Methodist Chapel Memorial Stone. 

 
 

 
Wickham redundant Methodist Chapel Memorial Stones. 
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Fareham Kings Road Assembly Hall before demolition. 

 

                                     
   Interior Fareham St. Columba Church               Fareham St. Columba Church Hall. 

 

 
Interior Shedfield St. John the Baptist Church 

 
 

 
 



 16 

Grave issues of the past by Malcolm Low  
 
Although there are not as many graveside funerals as there used to be before the advent of Crematoriums, 
why is it, when I am asked to officiate at a cemetery or churchyard burial it usually rains?  
 
The clergy of the eighteenth century had an answer to the problem. From the early eighteenth to the 
beginning of the twentieth century portable Graveside Shelters or Hudds were used. These shelters were 
usually made of wood and had to be reasonably lightweight for ease of transportation. Resembling a 
sentry box or sedan chair the shelter (without a base) would be used by the officiating clergyman at a 
churchyard burial when the weather was inclement. 
 
Having seen one of these shelters in Norfolk I had been told that it was not unknown for clergymen 
to die from pneumonia due to excessive exposure to the rain and snow and cold icy winds. The 
shelter, which would have been very much appreciated by the clergyman; was carried by porters  
sheltering him from the elements as he walked to the graveside, he then stood in the shelter at  
the graveside while the mourners made use of umbrellas.  
 
After seeing the shelter in Norfolk and hearing what it was used for; I had often wondered how many 
there may be in existence. I had been given ‘Harris’s Guide to Churches and Cathedrals’  as a present and 
upon reading it I was pleased to find that Brian Harris had written, and I quote: 
 
“To the best of my knowledge, graveside shelters can still be seen in the following churches.”  ¹ 
 
Beaumaris, Isle of Anglesey (St. Mary), Wales.  Brookland (St. Augustine), Kent 
Bucklebury (St. Mary the Virgin), Berkshire.  Crondall, (All Saints), Hampshire.  
Deeping  (St James), Lincolnshire.   Donnington (St. Mary and the Holy  

Rood), Lincolnshire. 
Friskney (All Saints), Lincolnshire.    Ivychurch (St. George) Kent. 
Maxey (St. Peter), Cambridgeshire.    Pinchbeck (St. Mary), Lincolnshire. 
Quadring (St. Margaret), Lincolnshire.   Silverton, (St Mary), Devon. 
Walpole St  Peter (St. Peter), Norfolk.   Wingfield (St. Andrew), Suffolk. 
 
If you are aware of any other places were a graveside shelter can be found please let Malcolm know by 
email m.low1@ntlworld.com or a note to 58 Cort Way, Fareham, Hants. PO15 6NZ. 
  
As I am thinking of Churchyards some interesting references are made to the churchyard settings in a 
small book ‘Discovering  Churches’ ²  written by John Harris. 
 
‘Outside the church, there may be a pillory, whipping post, ducking-stool, lock-up, or stocks and, in 
Scotland, the Jougs or the Branks. The Jougs consisted of an iron collar which was locked round the 
offenders neck, and fastened to a wall by a chain. The Branks, or ‘scolds bridle’  was used to silence 
quarrelsome women, for example. Watch houses were built to give shelter for night-watchmen on the 
look-out for the body-snatchers who dug up corpses to sell them to anatomists for dissection. 
Alternatively, grave might be protected by heavy iron grilles. 
 
The main features of a churchyard are the tombs and headstones. Most of these are later than the 
seventeenth century in date, and some of them have interesting inscriptions. Most burials were on the 
south side of the church, as the north side was supposed to belong to the devil: for this reason, the ground 
is sometimes higher on the south side than elsewhere.’  
 
If I might mention at this point that in many churches the Font was placed at the west end of the church, 
usually placed between the south door and the north door. During the baptism the north door would be 
opened to allow the ‘devil’s spirit’  from the Baptised candidate to leave the church through the door 
opening; the north of the church being the devil’s domain. 
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When visiting older churches please look for the Font and see if it is placed as described above and try 
and visualise the situation in which the early church baptism took place. 
 
¹ From �Harris�s Guide to Churches & Cathedrals� by Brian Harris, published by Ebury. Reprinted by 
permission of The Random House Group Ltd. 
 
²From ‘Discovering Churches’  by John Harris; Published by Shire Publications Ltd. Reprinted by 
permission of Shire Publications Ltd. 
 
Lytch Gates 
 
England has a long tradition of Lytch gates which sheltered mourners from the elements while they 
waited for the burial, or sheltered the pallbearers from the weather while waiting for the priest to attend 
them. Nowadays it often serves as picturesque backdrop for wedding photographs. The photographs taken 
by Malcolm Low of the cemetery and church yard entrance of St. Mary the Virgin Church, East Preston, 
West Sussex is off a lytch gate dated 1920 provided by the people of East Preston. On the timber frame of 
the roof interior section there are two inscriptions 
 

 
 

 
I am the resurrection and the Life. 

 

 
Surely I come quickly. Amen. 
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For those of our readers who remember the actor Stanley Holloway his final resting place with Laney his 
wife is in the grounds of this church of which a photograph of their memorial stone is reproduced below. 
 

 
 
 


