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MEMBERS PRESS FOR 
SUBSCRIPTION INCREASE. 

 
An increase in the annual subscription from £7.50 to £10.00 was an 
unexpected development at the recent AGM.    The committee had 
recommended that this coming year’s sub should be held at £7.50 but 
there was a feeling among members that, with ever increasing costs 
the subs should be put up to £10.00.   This proposal which was 
proposed and in turn opposed was voted on and the motion carried by 
13 votes to 9 with one abstention.   It proves once again that, if you 
wish to have a say in your club, then you must attend the AGM! 
 
Comments from our Chairman 
 
Dear Members 
 
This years AGM once again showed us just how strong our Society 
really is.   Our finances in the care of Mike Ward are safe and 
excellent.   Our administration, looked after by our Secretary Graeme 
Stewart, rarely if ever, gives us any problems.   Dave Tanner 
maintains a fine and interesting “Club Stamps” sales table.   John 
Baron continues to do a great job as Chairman of ABPS.   Where 
would or finances be without the efforts of John Tingey and his well 
run Westbex?   Other members of Team Thatcham, Martin, Colin, 
Nathan and Reg all give sterling services as and when required.   Let 
us not forget Ann Martin who organises our annual raffle and 
provides tea and coffee at all of our 21 meetings.   Juliet and Ian 
maintain a successful youth section.   Colin is our librarian and many 
others do the regular tasks so vital to the future of our Society   
Where would we be without them?   A successful club needs support 
from its members.   So, if you feel that you could fill one of the 
“advertised” positions for Westbex personnel then please get in 
touch. 
 
It will soon be time for the annual competitions and I look forward to 
seeing a record entry!   Malcolm and Mike will be this years judges. 
 
Once again thank you all for asking me to be your Chairman for a 
further year. 
 
Jim Mowat   Chairman 
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Speakers at the August meeting 

 

Monday Afternooners at the September meeting 

 

TDPS United waiting to receive a free kick Members at the AGM  mini-auction 
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   Meeting on Monday 6th September 

 
The theme for this meeting was `Recent Acquisitions` and 
there were 18 members present with a few apologies due to 
holidays.   We had some new 16-sheet display boards and 
they were put to good use by the members as detailed below. 
 
Nathan Gregory (soon to be off to University at Hull) 
showed covers from 1795 and 1810 which had been sent to 
peers of the realm. 
 
Ian and Juliet Keel showed us stamps, postcards and material 
from their recent visit to Norway. 
 
David Beddoes displayed a selection of Benham covers that 
he has to sell – some quite valuable. 
 
Martin Farr showed some sheets of early USA locomotives 
several of which were made in Britain. 
 
Dave Tanner displayed some Laotian stamps and 2 covers of 
the first international return airmail flights from Folkestone 
to Cologne and back.   Each cover showed a lovely picture of  
the signal corps and their aircraft  at an airfield.  He also 
uncovered a large framed picture on an easel showing the 
exact same scene. It had been donated as a quiz prize by 
Bletchley Park to Stampex and Dave had won the quiz!!    
The picture, print 855 of 1000 was painted by Terence 
Cuneo and we found the mouse! 
 
Tea and coffee was served by Ann and Juliet as usual – 
thank you very much. 
 
The second half was started by Bob Paterson who showed 10 
covers of French commemoratives and charity issues some 
of which included war charities and relief funds. 
 
John Baxter showed some items  he had acquired since the 
last meeting in May which included Canadian colonials, and 
Portuguese colonies. 
 
Jerry Wilson has started to collect another country!   This 
time it is Italy and he showed several sheets of early pictorial 
sets.  
 
Martin Farr then showed 2 sheets and told the story of a new 
Chinese legend Nuilang and Zhinui the celestial cloud-
weaver who were finally parted by her mother in the milky 
way which separates the stars of Altair (Nuilang) and Vega 
(Zhinui). Once a year the magpies of the world form a 
staircase so that they can be united – This is the Chi Xi 
festival or Chinese Valentines day which occurs on the 8th 
day of the 8th moon. 
 
Once again, another good afternoon with lots of members 
taking part in a relaxed atmosphere. 
 
 
 

 
Meeting on Thursday 19th August 

 
The theme for this evening was ‘My Collections (Philatelic 
or otherwise)   It was a very successful and interesting 
evening with 27 club members attending.    
 
Dave Tanner opened the evening with several sheets of 
American first day covers by `artcraft`.   He also showed 
some very colourful and well designed American exhibition 
sheets  
 
John Tingey  showed a selection of his  postal history sheets 
for Newbury going back to 1752. . 
 
Martin Farr brought an Edison bell phonograph from 1908, a 
lovely ½ size wooden gramophone and an original wind-up 
radio signed by Trevor Bayliss. 
 
Barney Bardsley then opened a large and interesting Wooden 
box which had been sitting on the floor behind the table 
mystifying everyone.    What treasures it held!    Many old 
implements connected to the thatching trade (he is a Master 
Thatcher) all of which he had personally used, collected and 
acquired from other past thatchers.   These included a `long 
tom` - an eaves knife -  a `spud` which is an item for filling 
in bird holes -   a ‘Dutchman’ used for shaping in tight areas, 
and a leggatt which is used for dressing reeds.   Quite a 
collection. 
 
To complete the first half Peter Schedler showed his 
collection of old branded milk bottles and talked about how 
he had acquired them.    Some he genuinely bought with 
milk whilst on holiday. 
 
Jim Mowat started off the second half with a photo-collage 
of all the cars and vehicles that he and his family had owned 
over many years and a board of `ball-markers` from all of the 
golf courses that he has played on.   
 
David Beddoes showed us his Post Office commissioned 
Corgi models and some war issue banknotes which were 
kept just in case we might have been invaded.    Very few of 
us knew about those! 
 
Ian Keel showed his collection of `smiler` full sheets from 
2000 onwards – quite a nice looking set. 
 
Barry Smith showed some South Africa airmail covers from 
1980 to 2000.   These included some `Montgolfier ` 
anniversary sheets, the first non-stop flight from London to 
Johannesburg by Jumbo Jet, plus some Concorde 
commemorative covers. 
 
Graeme Stewart showed some very early local letters from 
Newbury dated from 1802 – 1842. 
 
Finally, Alan Cross showed his new acquisitions of postal 
dues of Australia printed by Harrison and Mullet in 1930`s 
and some very nice South African covers he had recently 
obtained as part of a job lot. 
 
What a great evening with a wide and varied subject range of 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 

AUCTION QUESTIONNAIRE JUNE 2010  
 

The Society is very grateful to the 47 members who took the time to complete the recent 
questionnaire on our auction activities for 2011.   Members obviously put a lot of thought to our 
questions and many constructive comments were submitted.   The analysis falls into two categories.   
The first part shown here indicates the percentage support or otherwise for the various questions 
posed by the questionnaire.   This analysis together with the 24 constructive comments received will 
be presented to the next committee meeting after which a plan for next years auctions will emerge.  
 
Once the committee have duly discussed and considered the twenty four suggestions a report will be 
made available to members in the next newsletter.   In the meantime here is the analysis of your 
replies to the various questions. 
 
Number of questionnaires returned   47   or   67% 
 
 
                                                                                    Yes              No          Don’t know  
   
Should the club hold a main auction       91%         6%           3% 
 
Should the club hold a Monday mini auction             80%            13%            7% 
 
Should the club hold a mini auction at the AGM       82%            13%            5% 
 
Should the club hold Phlogit           82%            8%             10% 
 
Should the auction be held on a Thursday evening     71%            13%           16% 
 
Should the auction be held on a Saturday morning      31%            55%           14% 
 
I was interested in the items and lots at the last  
auction               53%             35%           12% 
 
I was free to attend the last auction                               62%             29%            9% 
 
I like auctions               84%              6%            10% 
 
Reserve prices were reasonable                                     60%             16%           24% 
 
Should the club charge 10p for unsold lots                   80%              13%            7% 

 

 

Page 4 
 

Year 44   Issue 110 



 
 

 
 

 

 
AUCTION QUESTIONNAIRE 2010  

 
 
The second part of the questionnaire consists the various comments made by our members.   They are 
in no particular order and give no indication as to who made the comment. 
 

�  The main auction should be held on a Saturday or Sunday afternoon. 
�  We require better quality lots in the main auction. 
�  We should have more postal history. 
�  Five members stated that bidding increments should start at 10p in the main auction. 
�  There were very few interesting lots in the 2010 auction. 

 
�  The following were suggested for inclusion in the 2011 auction :-   Portuguese Colonies,   

early Spain,   Spanish postal history,   GB Victoria line engraved,   Early France,   Sweden,   
Germany Germany Germany,   early Austria,   very early GB Victoria,   early Ceylon,   World 
war 11 material from any country. 

 
�  Minimum £2 should improve quality. 
�  We should have a sale of unsold lots. 
�  In 2010 auction there was not enough early material. 
�  Higher quality material will require to be bought in. 
�  We need to have more catalogues printed. 
�  Let's have more stock books and glory boxes. 
�  We should have a thematic section 
�  We require vetting of the prices submitted by members. 
�  We need to be careful not to dilute the quality of the main auction. 
�  We should advertise in the NWN and have an auction flier. 
�  There is never anything of interest to me. 
�  Should we get a dealer involved? 
�  2010 lots were of poor quality and were overpriced. 
�  Mixed lots always seem to sell well. 
�  Good quality lots always sell well. 
�  More catalogues needed at Westbex. 
�  I will support other society auctions – they are better organised. 

 
 
The club would like to thank everyone who filled in the questionnaire.   Next years auction group 
have paid attention to your comments.   We hope that Auction 2011 will be all the better for your 
help.  
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IT IS WITH REGRET WE HAVE TO TELL YOU THAT HENRY 
APPLEBY RECENTLY DIED. 

 
Henry who collected New Zealand was an active Monday afternoon 

member and had been in the club for ten years. 
Our sympathy goes to his family. 
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THURSDAY 21st OCTOBER MEETING 
The History of Malta through Philately by Colin Searle 

 
MONDAY 4th OCTOBER MEETING 

World Cups 
 

DON’T FORGET THE STAMP FAIR IN THE MEMORIAL HALL ON  SATURDAY 9th OCT. 

 

ANNUAL COMPETITIONS 
OUR ANNUAL COMPETITIONS WILL BE HELD DURING 

THE CHRISTMAS SOCIAL EVENING. 

Start preparing now! 

WESTBEX 2011 
A DATE FOR YOUR DIARY  26th March  2011        22 DEALERS ALREADY SIGNED 

PHLOG IT 
18th NOVEMBER 2010  

UP TO 30 ITEMS PER MEMBER   50% MUST BE PHILATELIC 
Entry  15p per item 




