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Clymping Church ¢1830

Drawn by John Chessell Buckler (1793-1894) after Samuel Hieronymus Grimm (1733-1794) who
did aview of Clymping Church in 1782. As this may be a copy that illustration it could actually
show the church as it was 50 years before. The print was engraved by Charles Smith and printed by
Gadd & Co of London.

Buckler was an architect as well as an artist and is noted for the careful and accurate reproductions
of buildings which he drew and which were therefore ideal to be converted into prints. Grimm was
born in Switzerland and came to England in 1768. He was considered a fine watercolour artist and
draftsman during hislife.

In describing the building it is worth quoting from the Victoria County History:

“The tower, of the later 12th century, is of massive construction, much of it in fine-jointed Caen
stone, and perhaps once served as a lookout in defence of the Arun estuary. Its richly ornamented
west doorway, badly weathered below, has a trefoiled head under a semicircular arch with deeply
cut chevron and dogtooth ornament, flanked by columns formed of chevrons. On the second stage
of each of the three outer faces of the tower is alancet window with a continuous chevron surround
set in abroad shallow pilaster. Thereis a south-west staircase turret and the parapet is corbelled.”

The Church itself, which is dedicated to St Mary, is mid 13th-century and described a “wide, lofty,
and of remarkably unified design...” It may have been built by John Climping, bishop of Chichester
1253-62.



Clymping Church 1831

This pencil drawing entitled “Tower of Clymping Church Sussex” is signed in the bottom left hand
corner with either theinitials CB or CBO and is clearly dated 1831.



Clymping Church 1848

CLYMPING CHUREH SUSSEX

Thisview of Clymping Church from the east is taken from a book by John Raphael Brandon (1817-
1877) and his brother Joshua Arthur Brandon (1822-1847) called ‘Parish Churches: Being
Perspective Views of English Ecclesiastical Structures accompanied by plans drawn to a uniform
scale, and letter-press descriptions' and first issued in 1848. The lithographer was James Kellaway
Colling (1816-1905).

The brothers had a keen interest in Gothic architecture and this book gave both perspective views
and plans of a selection of sixty-three churches across England.

For other examples from this work Error! Reference sour ce not found.see the pages headed Plan
of Church 1848 and Interior of Clymping Church 1848.




Clymping Church 1851

This print of Clymping Church is one of a series of 71 plates produced for the “ Churches of Sussex”
series and done in 1850-1851 by Richard Henry Nibbs (1816-1893). Nibbs had been born in
Brighton and lived there al hislife.

For many years he played in the Theatre Royal Orchestra, but after having been left a substantial
sum of money in 1840, he was able to concentrate full time on painting. He was a self-taught artist
who painted Sussex scenes, continental views, marine subjects and battle pieces and who exhibited
at the Royal Academy between 1841 and 1888.



Early photograph of Clymping Church
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Thisis an undated Victorian photograph of Clymping Church from Ford Road and looking due east.
Initsorigina form it is 29cm wide by 20cm high.



Popular view of Church (1)

This view of Clymping Church from the south west was a popular angle which was frequently used
during the twentieth century as illustrated by later pictures. This view is by A. H. Homewood of
Burgess Hill in Sussex.

It is unused but on the back it gives the inland postage rate as ¥2d so the card must have been
produced before June 1918 when the rate went up to 1d. This is borne out by the fact that many
dated Homewood cards are found covering the period between 1900 and 1914.



Popular view of Church (2)

Thisview of Clymping Church is an unused card from the Francis Frith & Co collection which their
website says was first produced in 1898 — incidentally the very year that Frith died.



Popular view of Church (3)
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This card of Clymping Church was produced by Waterlow & Sons Ltd for the London, Brighton &
South Coast Railway (which operated from 1846 to 1922). The card is postmarked at Brighton on 7
October 1907.

On the back is the following note: “Climping — (1% miles from Ford Junction.) The Church was
erected about 1200 but the tower belonged to a more ancient structure. It possesses an elaborately-
enriched doorway and has lancet windows decorated with chevroned mouldings curiously placed in
the buttresses, and a Norman tower of refuge; also a parish chest of the 13" century.”



Popular view of Church (4)
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A James Vaentine & Sons Ltd card - No 55367. This undated card has been chosen becauseitisin
colour. Other copies have very minor differences in the title of the picture and the method of
displaying the Valentine emblem,

One used copy seems to have been postmarked at Littlehampton on 2 September 1908 (although the
year is far from clear) and was sent from Augustine Terrace, Littlehampton to Wimbledon, Surrey.
This has an interesting text: “Dear H & A you will see we are at the sea side not much weather for it
though. Last night was a fearful night. | have never heard such wind and rain. There was a wreck
not far from here. We heard the rockets being fired about 1 o’ clock. All the people were saved |
believe but it must have been an awful experience...”

Another copy is postmarked at Littlehampton on 10 November. Again the year is unclear but may
also be 1908. It is addressed to a Mrs Dodswell at the Worthing Police Station in Ann Street. On
the back is anote “PS Hoping you have not got thisP.C.”

A third copy is postmarked at Lavant, Chichester 20 June 1922 and addressed to a Miss Murrell of
Warblington nr Havant.

This shows how long a card could remain in circulation.



Popular view of Church (5)
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By comparing the words Clymping Church on the front of this picture with others in the collection,
this would seem to be a John White & Son card. John White had been born in 1850 and established
a photographic studio in Littlehampton in 1874. By 1903 John had taken his 26 year old son Arthur
Harold White into the business and formed the firm of John White & Son. The business traded until

1968.

The position of the tree branches appear to be as on the card shown on the page headed Church
from gate (2) and it may therefore have been taken at the same time.



Popular view of Church (6)

This card of Clymping Church was produced by Shoesmith and Etheridge. They were based in
Hastings and traded from 1909 until bought out by Bennetts of Maidstone in the 1960s. They
apparently produced about 25,000 different cards, the majority being views of Kent, Sussex and
Hampshire.

This card is postmarked at Littlehampton on 7 August 1964 and is addressed to aresident of Purley
in Surrey.



Popular view of Church (7)

Because of the similarities between this view of Clymping Church and the next two cards on the
page headed Two views of Church and Tower (particularly the growth on the headstone in front of
the tower and on the tower itself) they must have all been taken at about the same time. The cut of
the hedge to the left of the Norman door resembles the cards on the pages headed Norman door of

Tower (2) and Church Tower (4).

One version of this card has “July 1931" hand written on the reverse.



Two views of Church and Tower

These two views are two versions of the same card, one
showing the horizontal view of Clymping Church tower
and doorway and the other the vertica view of the tower
alone. So clearly isthisthe case that the line running from
the right of the words Clymping Church up the picture and
onto the tower (perhaps a hair on the negative) is the same R
on both views.

While no publisher is given the writing on each card does seem to be like John White & Son. They
also seem to be of asimilar date to the card on the page headed Popular view of Church (7). Seein
particular the growth on the headstone in front of the tower and on the tower itself.




Church entrance (1)
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Thisversion of the card is dated on the front 25 May 1931 and was produced by John White & Son.

Interestingly, exactly the same shot was used by Lansdowne Production Co of London for their card
LP12 one copy of which is postmarked at Littlehampton on 9 August 1951!

The growth on the wall to the left of the Norman door is consistent with the cards on the pages
headed Church from gate (1), Norman door of Tower (1) and Church Tower (1).




