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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs withcedwuality in order to
make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removedsdtal contact details can be
found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in 20©6 Annual Report.



From the Chairman

The C Edward Jeffries Memorial Trophy was introduaéthe last Annual
District Meeting. His family have given this tropin memory of Eddie
Jeffries and splendid it is too. It is to be aveatr@nnually at the Bedford
District ADM to a young, aged 18 or under, membfethe Bedford District, for
bell ringing progression in the previous calendsary Tower Captains or other
District Members should submit nominations to Bohek, the District
Secretary. The award is to be judged by a pangleoDistrict Chairman,
District Secretary and District Ringing Master. eltinophy will be presented
for the first time at next year's ADM on 19 Janyay please submit any
nominations you may have by Saturday 5 January.2008

The last meeting of the current committee will béha start of January and

will be concerned mainly with drafting a programfoe2008/2009. Do feed
your views into the committee. The current comeeithembers are Jim Framp
(Goldington), Martin Heaslip (Oakley), Bob Jonesd@ham), David Jones
(Bedford, St Andrew), Rosemary Maclaine (Stevingtétex Nash (Bedford,

St Andrew), Colin Payne (Felmersham), Graham Ridg{ekley) and Jenny
Thompson (Goldington). One or more of our exiswififcers has expressed a
wish to step down. Please consider whether yaurorging colleague could
play a role — no previous experience required Rpéegence is also most
welcome.

| attended the Association Striking Contest at Kiorgh on 15 September as an
interested listener. The bells are light and dade& and presented quite a
challenge. There was a very clear contrast betweehest and worst pieces,
which in a way is disappointing when the top riggfrom around the county
should be on show. Kempston were first up and eabgtter test piece than at
the District contest. The standard had been sktrafact subsequent bands
could not match them, as you will find detailedeglbere in this issue.

Alex Nash



Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events Q07

This is a provisional programme, for confirmati@e s'he Ringing World or
phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

3 Nov 2007: Bromham: Training Session — Stedmaplds
(4.00 pm — 6.00 pm). See below.
The afternoon Ringing Meeting at Turvey has beemcelded.
Evening ringing is planned but details are notogatfirmed.

1 Dec 2007: Carlton: Training Session — Minor
(10.00 am — 12.00 noon). See below.
No meeting.

19 Jan 2008: Bedford St Peter: Service, tea, Andis&rict Meeting,
evening ringing (3.30 pm — 8.30 pm).

District Training Sessions

There will be a Bedford District Training SessidrBaomham on Saturday
3 November, from 4.00 pm to 6.00 pm, to be led tapBen Stanford.

If you wish to participate as either a student behper, please reply to me as
soon as possible. Places will be allocated omusioal first-come basis.

A Training Session in Minor is planned for 1 Dece&mbut details are not yet
available.

Bob Jones



Bedford District Quarterly Meeting on 7 July at Oddll

The July ringing meeting was notable for takingcplan one of the better days
of this summer and we ate our picnic sitting ordgarchairs in the splendid
Vicarage Garden behind the Church, by kind permissf the Vicar.

The business meeting featured only the usual fatieglthanks, and
announcements of events which are mentioned om p#ues.

District Training Day on 4 August 2007

Fourteen of us gathered under the roof of Colmwontlirch for a day of Plain
Bob Doubles method training on Saturdajugust.

On the day we had the help of eight very experiémoegers. We had six
learners altogether with everyone at slightly ddéfe levels of experience. The
day's training started at 10 am with one learnartahe ringing the method
with the help of one of the other ringers pointuggin the right direction.

With the help and knowledge of the experiencedaiagve had two hours'
ringing practice, which has made us more confidés.one of the learners on
the day | found the practice very helpful and eajdg. The other ringers gave
me a lot of advice on ringing methods and tips ow ko learn them. The next
time my name gets called on practice night to mside on Plain Bob Doubles
there might still be those occasional clashes ti$ deowever taking part in the
morning's session has definitely improved us all.

Thank you to all the experienced ringers Lin andtMaBarratt, Jim Framp,
Derek Hammond, Colin Payne, James Saunders, Bolul\Afod Maureen Hall
who took time out on their Saturday morning to help

Finally I would like to say thank you to Humphreh&wynd-Talbot for being
our host for the morning and providing us with mueeded refreshments.

Sarah Ford



Tailenders

In July Tailenders were lucky to be among the faesbple to ring on the new
eight at Campton. Because it was a tower grabaglealvery well attended
meeting. The bells are light and easy going aag tirere a joy to ring.
Congratulations to all involved.

Our lunch was at the White Hart Hotel in Shefforiche food was of a good
standard although serving such large numbers tad& gome time. We were
seated at several small tables which isn't idethat is how the hotel is set up.

Our August meeting was at
Isham on a cold and rainy day.
The bells went well and there
was some good ringing,

. including a very nice touch of
- Stedman. Lunch was at The
Lilacs and the food was very
good. Shame about the
English summer though.




Bedfordshire Association Striking Contest
Saturday 15 September 2007

Venue: Kensworth, St Mary (3-3-15 in D#)
Judges: David Joyce
Christine Cable

The judges expected that the light set of bellsestsworth provided a contrast
to the home towers of the competing teams and woelld challenging ring. If
the contest were to be moved down the road andr@m the back six at
Dunstable, the judges wondered how the resultsdvoainpare. Generally
heavy bells act as a pendulum and require therrtogsork hard to change the
swing of the bell. Ringing on lighter bells is yatelicate, especially with the
added tension of a contest, and this makes iteasy to pull a little extra or to
lack pull resulting in a much bigger differencelhe ringing.

In terms of common problems, no-one seemed to amging the tenor which
appeared to want to ring a little slower than & of the bells.

The judges listened hard to the ringing and, withtbp two teams from each
district present, were expecting a strong comjetitiThe decisions on the
ringing may be tight in places but the judges hogpadl their comments would
provoke further conversation on striking in the égogvand that such a focus of
attention could only further improve striking iretfuture.

Results:
Place |Band District Faults
1st Kempston Bedford 29
2nd Henlow Biggleswade 41
3rd Dunstable Luton 68
4th Goldington Bedford 75
5th Cranfield Luton 126
6th Arlesey Biggleswade 130

Andrew Dennison



Tailenders' Outing 2007

We decided to have our annual coach outing in $#pte this year. Last year's
10" Anniversary outing had to be in October becauaewlas when the
anniversary was, and before that our outings haedya been in August.
Avoiding the school holidays seemed a very goodardo abandon the idea of
an August outing and the hopefully better weatbdrds to September. Boy
was this the correct decision! The weather wafepewith clear blue skies
from start to finish.

We set off at 9 am from Bromham and 9.15 am frordf&l. The Souls coach
was modern and beautifully driven by Rob up theaftl then across to
Spalding.



The ground floor
eight at Spalding are
lovely bells and we
all enjoyed ringing
them to an
assortment of
methods for almost
an hour.

Then we walked across the river and into the taavriunch at a variety of
venues. There was even a market to browse indeafeeting up at the water
taxi stop at 1.20 pm.

There was a slight hitch here when the promisegktirater taxis didn't all
arrive on time. Luckily the sun shone, the riversvibeautiful and the final taxi
eventually arrived to take the last group on tB&tminute ride to Springfields.
Thanks to the use of mobile phones, the first toatloads were driven to
Pinchbeck by Rob, who then returned to Springfiéaghe rest of the party,
enabling them to get out of ringing up.



The third tower was in Holbeach.
Again there were eight bells, rung
from a platform in this case. The
bells went easily but hearing them
and striking well proved to be a
problem. The last touch of Plain
Bob Triples was the best as we
started to get used to the bells.
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There are a lot of steps up to the
sloping ringing room at Pinchbeck
and many of us were out of breath
when we eventually got there. The
eight bells are not easy to ring well
although we tried hard.



The final tower was a ground
floor six at Gedney. The ropes
were long and slightly springy
but again we did our best. We
ended the ringing part of our
outing with a good touch of
Stedman Triples.

We had a gentle drive back to Keysoe, arriving #yam schedule at 7.30 pm
for our dinner. We had not been offered a greatoghin the menu, as it was at
a fixed group price, but the food was beautifultggared and enjoyed by all.

We arrived back home shortly after 10.00 pm hawiad a lovely day's outing.
Many thanks to Martin Barratt for organising itefficiently.

Tailenders' Programme for 4" Quarter of 2007

Tuesday 9 Octobebrayton Parslow

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of the Holy Tringygells, 9-1-1 in B flat
Lunch at The Betsey Wynne, Swanbourne

Arranged by Peter and Sue Bishop, Ringing Masteb&a Woplin

Tuesday 13 NovembeWhaddon

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Mary, 6 b&ds2-21 in G

Lunch at the Toby Inn, Shenley

Arranged by Maurice and Greta Parrott, Ringing aRichard Entwistle

Tuesday 11 Decembdtlstow

11.00 am — 12.00 noon, The Church of St Mary & 8leHa, 6 bells, 9-2-0in G
Lunch at The Barns Hotel, to be confirmed

Arranged by Susan and Richard Entwistle, RingingtéiaDerek Hammond

If you have previously indicated that you will attea monthly meeting and
find that you are unable to do so, please contacativBarratt and let him
know.
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St Mary Virgin, Northill — Restoration of Bells

It is believed that the six (18 cwt tenor) bell¥ddad no serious restoration
since the late 1800s, although a treble was add&€48, as the Victory bell.
Some re-arrangement was required to accommodaite isecond moved up
high on an RSJ frame, with the new treble in thereepit, being nestled in
with the other four in a stout oak 12" x 14" frame.

Since then, movement has been detected in thefraane, clapper pivots are
rattly, the wooden headstocks are half their tregit, and the attach bolts are
forever coming loose. Three quotes showed up rfmoreor) troubles, and
Whites of Appleton has been selected to carry loaiintork.

On Monday 1 October Whites lowered the bells ary tiave been taken back
to their base for a total refurbishment, changhmgywooden headstocks to
galvanise-dipped cast-iron, turning the bells, neépg the internal crack in the
original treble — the present second — and overigtihe clapper mechanism.
There was a possibility of retuning the bells betduse the original treble is of
such age (1513) and the furthest out, English Bigeiforbade this work, and it
was thought pointless to retune the others. Bssitlerould spoil the Northill
sound.

12



During the three-and-
a-half to four months
of Northill silence,
there will be ringing,
with permission, at
Old Warden on an
occasional Monday
evening, from 8.00 to
9.00 pm.

Adapted from a write-up by Chris Morris
Photos by Martin Henshaw and Maureen Hall

Bells of the Greensand Ridge Open Day
Saturday 8 September 2007

Can | thank everyone who gave up their time to supppe Open Day on

8 September. These events require a large nunhipeople to participate
at various times during the day and across a wedgaphical area — it
was a great team effort, it raised well over £50Qhe BRF and we should
give ourselves a pat on the back. There were dauof favourable
comments from our visitors too — clearly ours wa&dY well organised
Open Day.

The Open Day was a mad idea of mine but in realirything went so
smoothly because of the organising abilities amorsf of five ladies in
particular — Terry Brown, Linda Garton, Sue MelvBue Silver and Chris
Williams.

John Loveless

Editor's note: An article by Sue Silver which teeved too late for inclusion
stated that 35 people attended, which sadly wagr&twer than hoped for.
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are dwsite or email address, and you
do not have internet access, then in case of diffienaking contact please ask
the Editor to make an initial contact on your bé&hal

Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, also | wdikd to thank Sarah Ford for
her article on the training session and Andrew Dsmnfor his article on the
Association Striking Contest.

The last quarter had less ringing events than wBugato the summer holidays
so | have included some news on events in the Baygde District which
might be of interest to Bedford District membeisoal Thanks for these go to
Chris Morris and John Loveless.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the Jayp#annual District Meeting.

Please send your articles, announcements etc toymmed-December. Your
input is what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall
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