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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs withcedwuality in order to
make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removedsdtal contact details can be
found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in 20©6 Annual Report.



From the Chairman

Looking forwards, the District programme containe Historic Churches
Cycle Day on Saturday 8 September. Please remo¥@ni the second
Saturday of September the Beds and Herts Histdriaches Trust organises
churches to be open and encourages people tolmgtmieen them on a
sponsored basis with the sponsorship money spid®sn the Trust and your
chosen church (or in our case the BRF). | inidatellective local bell ringer
participation in this in 2003 and since then weehaycled between ten
churches each year ringing the bells at each oftheast year we had fewer
ringer/riders and our fundraising was down. Tlaarythere has not been a very
high level of interest shown when we have triedgssess likely participation
levels so | am not going to organise a ringer/gadeute this year. Hopefully
we may rejoin with renewed numbers, enthusiasmsgodsorship next year.
There is nothing to stop you riding as individu@isyour churches. For the
purer ringers amongst you there is the GreensatigeRDpen Day on the same
date.

The Association AGM was held in our District thisay, at Kempston on

19 May. Thank you very much to Kempston for playhost for us. There was
a change at the top with the ever-enthusiastic 8#tBarnicott-White of
Cranfield taking over as President from Wendy Bievbho wished to step
down after some sterling service in the role.

There was upset at the District Striking Conteist ylear. It was organised by
Jenny Thompson and ably hosted by Wootton. Nedh#re defending
champions went home with ‘their' cups. Elstow wearable to assemble a band
for the day in question and Kempston were defealdw judges, David Joyce
and Chrissie Cable from Bradwell, did not havefaadilt decision to make in
the rounds competition. The only entrants, Stagssleowed that they are an
improving band. In my view the Kempston piece wasup to their usual high
standard. This left more hope for the rest ofhastin recent years and, on the
day, Goldington were judged to have rung the bgtexe by the narrowest of
margins. Congratulations to both Goldington andniiston who go through to
represent the District at the Association Strik@antest at Kensworth on

15 September.

Alex Nash



Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events Q07

This is a provisional programme, for confirmati@e s'he Ringing World or
phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

4 Aug 2007: Colmworth: Training Session, Doubles
(10.00 am — 12.00 noon). For details see artielevb.
No other meeting in August.

1 Sept 2007: St Andrew's Bedford: Training Sesstmprise Major
(10.00 am — 12.00 noon). For details see arkielow.
Evening Meeting: Swineshead and Riseley
(6.00 pm — 8.30 pm).

8 Sept 2007: Bells of the Greensand Ridge Open Day.
See article on page 13.

15 Sept 2007:  Association Striking Contest at Kesrglwin the Luton
District.

6 Oct 2007: Elstow: Service, Tea, Quarterly Magti
Evening Ringing (3.30 pm — 8.30 pm).

District Training Sessions

Following the success of the earlier Training Sesshere are the two for the
forthcoming quarter:

1. Bob Doubles at Colmworth on Saturday 4 August, 16@moon
2. Surprise Major at St Andrew's on Saturday 1 Sepéni®am to noon

Anybody wishing to attend either or both of thegerds, as a student or helper
should contact:
Jim Framp.

Places as students are limited and will be allatatea first-come first-served
basis, so book early to avoid disappointment.

It should be noted that without enough helpers bbthese events cannot take
place, so depriving others of advancement to adnigtandard.



Bedford District Quarterly Meeting on 21 April at H arrold

Apart from the usual formalities, thanks, and amumments of events which
are mentioned on other pages, there was one gartitem of interest which
came up under 'Correspondence’.

A request for a Bell Repair Fund Grant of £1,498 baen received from Little
Staughton for a new belfry floor, and a new toveafrdoor. Churchwarden
Nigel Bastin explained to the meeting the situafibhittle Staughton resulting
from the damage caused by thieves, who rippedeffitghtning conductor,
dislodging masonry and the weathercock from theespl he total repair bill
will be £49,000. The Committee recommended awagrdigrant of the
requested amount, and this was passed unanimoysielimeeting. Mr Bastin
then thanked the District for their support, angémthat repairs will be
completed in October to allow the ringing of thistbric peal of bells to
resume.

District Striking Contest on 9 June at Wootton

Alex has reported on the winners of this in hisi@han's article on page 3.
The Wootton bells are a relatively heavy six acid. Only six teams entered
this year, which is regrettable, but it did resalthe advantage that the bands
rang at half-hourly intervals and the atmosphers tharefore more leisurely
than is usually the case.

Details of the teams and the points scored wefellasvs:

Order Rung| Team Rang Faults Final Position
1 St Andrew's, Bedford Method| 60 93

2 Goldington Method | 39 1

3 Kempston Method | 39% | "2

4 Stagsden Rounds| 82 Rounds Trophy
5 Sharnbrook Method | 68 g

6 Bromham Method | 64 1

At the Association Contest on 15 September at KensywGoldington and
Kempston will meet Cranfield and Dunstable from lthion District, and
Henlow and Arlesey from the Biggleswade District.



Bedfordshire Association Annual General Meeting
on 19 May at Kempston

The meeting began with the welcome by the retiRngsident, Wendy Piercy
of Eaton Socon, following which those present retnerad Barry Thompson
who died tragically last September. Apologiesdbsence were noted and the
Minutes of the 2006 AGM held at Woburn were apptbvafter discussion of
Matters Arising, Correspondence, the 2006 Annug@dre Subscriptions
(which are to remain the same), there followedBlestion of Officers. Wendy
was standing down as President, and Michael Battrigbite, from Cranfield

in the Luton District, was elected unanimouslycceed her.

Michael then took the Chair and thanked Wendy farfbur years of service as
President. Other Officers elected or re-electeckvas follows:

Vice-President: Bob Churchill

Honorary Secretary: Sarah-Louise Ward
Honorary Treasurer: Elizabeth Overfield

Honorary Peal Secretary: Anthony Smith

Honorary Librarian: Pat Albon

Trustees: Anthony Smith, John Parsons

Independent Examiner of Accounts: Michael Trimm
Central Council Representatives: Wendy PiercyfiKeewin, Pat Albon

There were no new members to be elected.

The Striking Competition Final in 2008 will be hetdthe Bedford District.
The Association Annual General Meeting in 2008 Wwélheld in the
Biggleswade District at Campton Village Hall onay at 6.00 pm with
ringing also at Meppershall.

There will be a Greensand Open Day on 8 Septentif@f ®ith 29 towers open
between Eaton Socon and Leighton Buzzard.



Simulator Training Day at St Peter's, Bedford

by Sylvia MacDowell

Saturday 5 May saw a small group of learners franh®ld and a band of
volunteers meet in St Peter's tower in Bedfordsi the simulator with tied
bells to improve listening skills and accuracyiimging.

We listened to recordings of bells in rounds andevaballenged to say which
bells, if any, were striking late or early. Alsmuld we recognise the open
handstroke? With our ears tuned, we each hadreceha turn to fit our bell
into the 'perfect' ringing of rounds by Abel on ttemputer. This takes a good
deal of practice. It can be frustrating and yon gat hopelessly out of rhythm.
But, when you do get it right, it means that indtearelying on ropesight you
are listening hard and 'placing' your bell by soalahe in the correct place.
More experienced ringers then had a go at ringinggtihod individually where,
once again, it is necessary to 'place’ your bl the method being rung by the
computer.

Whether you are a beginner or a seasoned ringsrglhiallenging, but we all
agreed that our ears were getting more 'tunediawere working harder on
listening than we had been before the session.

The training was run by Richard Entwistle and we\aery grateful to him for
his guidance and encouragement to train our ears!



Tailenders

Reports and Photos: Cosgrove Courtesy of Lin BaBackden by Maureen Hall

Our May meeting was meant to be at Potterspurypbilding delays meant that
we had a change of venue at the last minute. ThemRerek Hammond for
organising Cosgrove at short notice and managineliteveryone of the
change.

The bells at Cosgrove were a lovely six. They e ropes but the terylene
tops prevented any springiness and they rang Weéd.managed to ring
Stedman, Cambridge and St Clements.

The meal was at The White Hart in Grafton Regibe Tood was of a very high
standard and they managed to serve all 32 of usniatreasonable amount of

time. An excellent lunch and we will definitelyitlk of them next time we are

ringing in the area.



¢ The June meeting was at

Buckden, Cambridgeshire. The

i Church is in a lovely setting next

@ (0 the former Bishop of Lincoln's
¥ Palace, and it has much of

N interest to look at both inside it

T and in the graveyard.

3 The relatively heavy (15 cwt) six
vl handled well and methods rung
' &%l included Cambridge.

Lunch was at The Lion Hotel in
the High Street, built around
1500, where the food was
considered very good, as was the
service.

Tailenders' Programme for 3% Quarter of 2007

Tuesday 10 JulyCampton

11.00 am — 12.00 noon, The Church of All SaintBe8s, 6 cwt in B
Lunch at The White Hart Hotel, Shefford

Arranged by Martin Barratt

Ringing Master: Derek Hammond

Tuesday 14 Augustsham, Northants

11.00 am — 12.00 noon, The Church of St Peter,l8,B2cwt in G
Lunch to be arranged

Arranged by Tom Anderson

Ringing Master: Martin Barratt

If you have previously indicated that you will attea monthly meeting and
find that you are unable to do so, please contastivBarratt and let him
know.



St Andrew's Cathedral Inverness

Ringing North of the Border

by Mike Neale

It is over five years since we moved to Scotlan@relringing opportunities are
far less than further south. Nevertheless theaghisalthy 'Scottish Association
of Change Ringers' (webskevw.sacr.org) to encourage ringing activities at
the 17 ringing towers. We usually have five ormsigetings per year with the
Inverary weekend at the end of July a regular fextu

We are a younger Association than Bedfordshirelewou are celebrating
125 years we are 75 this year. Like you we hathiaed, ours at the end of
April, and we have been set a target of 75 quaeats in the period from April
to October plus at least one peal in every towaitecan undertaking. Also it is
planned to have all the towers open over the AuBask Holiday weekend,
details will be published in the Ringing World,ewer grabbers please note.
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What are the bells like you might ask! Five tesrewned by the superb ring at
Inverary — the only tower where you can be ringimg tenor with the view of a
‘Munro' framed in the window (a Munro is a mountauer 3000 feet high).
Nine rings of eight bells and three of six. Thghtest of these and recently
augmented from five is the 2 cwt ring at Fettedégm Chapel in Edinburgh.
The one tower which at the time of writing | hawet to ring at is St Andrew &
St George in Edinburgh. This is the oldest coneptetg of bells in Scotland,
installed in 1789 but not rung full circle since0BO They have now been
rehung lower in the tower with the ringing pointthie stairway to the balcony
(see The Ringing World, 1 December 2006). Theomesother ring of eight
bells, tenor 1 cwt, at the private campanile auBriCroft, Nairn, belonging to
Peter Shipton who also rings with us at the Catiledr

At Inverness we can muster more than enough rirfgexaur ten bells but only
for call changes, however we can just about makagadsire triples if the
students are home from college. Being in a 'tdlarea we get a good number
of visitors, so where possible we exploit the opyaity to ring more extensive
methods. If any of you are in the area you woddrimst welcome to join us:
Thursday practice and Sunday 10.30 am and 5.00 pm.

Call Change Striking Winners 2006 at Haddington
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Michael Barnicott-White — Mr President 1?

Despite learning to ring in my early teens, it wasly recently that |
rediscovered the pleasure of ringing during an dperer day at Cranfield. |
made the mistake of mentioning to Jim Ewen, tovegitain, that | used to ring
as a teenager and without missing a beat he tlarusipe in my hand and
casually invited me to "have a go". Within a matwé days | was a regular
member of the band. It was Miriam Clarke who tdugie to ring, over
30 years ago at Elstow Abbey, and | have to contlegs my motivation was
entirely financial. Back then, as a choirboy, d&lreed that you got paid more
for ringing the bells at a wedding than you did $omging — thus a ringer was
born!

Now | find myself in the honoured position of beirresident of the
Association and rumour has it that the remunerasoaven less than a lowly
choirboy might expect.

| can't claim to be a leading ringer and feel kelilaunted by the reputations of
such illustrious past presidents as Eddie Jeffleghony Smith and Derek
Hammond, to name but a few. I've rung a dozenoopesals, some of them
spliced surprise major, but | don't have the giitig repertoire of methods at
my disposal that others have. | do, however, hodaring other skills to bear.
Looking forward, | am passionate about bringing ri#aod into our fraternity
and see in our young ringers the tower captaingjing masters and conductors
of the future. To that end, | organised the toweeroday last year — with a
view to generating new recruits — and | was alspoasible for organising the
Association's first Young Persons' Ringing Evertigre a dozen young ringers
demonstrated how to ring bells, eat cake and hawe¢ @f fun all at the same
time.

Finally, | see the Presidency as an important role,
not just because | get to wear the big, silver badg
of office (should | take it off to ring?) but becsau

it passes to me to ensure that our Associatior wit
its 125-year history, continues to thrive and remai
relevant for many years to come.

Michael with Dan the Dog
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Bells of the Greensand Ridge, Open Day
Saturday 8 September 2007

Day Ticket - £15, or £1 per person per tower. &tskwill be available at the
first five towers. Proceeds to local Bell Restmmat-unds. For further details
see the websit@ww.bacr.co.ukor contact Linda Garton or if you do not have
internet access ask the Headstock Editor to mak&cbwith Linda on your
behallf.

Key: T =Toilets, R = Refreshments. = To be confirmed.
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are awsite or email address, and you
do not have internet access, then in case of diffienaking contact please ask
the Editor to make an initial contact on your bé&hal

Besides the 'regular' contributors, | would likehank Michael Barnicott-
White for his article introducing himself as oumnBresident, and I'm sure we
all wish him well in his new role. Also | wouldkk to thank Mike Neale for his
information about ringing in Scotland.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the Oetaduarterly meeting.

Please send your articles, announcements etc toymed-September. Your
input is what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall
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