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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs with reduced quality in order
to make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removed. Personal contact details
can be found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in the latest Annual
Report.



From the Chairman

At our recent committee meeting Jim Framp announced that he would
stand down as BRF Treasurer at the next annual meeting. He has been
performing this role for all of this millennium and more. | hope there will
be someone who is prepared to take on the role or it could be a very
long meeting.

The ADM is at Felmersham on Saturday 16 January, the business
meeting to start at 6 pm after ringing, service and tea. More ringing will
follow after the business meeting. | would also like to stand down at the
meeting. | have not been able to commit as much time to the role this
year as previously and do not anticipate having any more time going
forwards. Somebody else could fill the role more effectively. | look
forward to seeing as many members as possible to participate in the
meeting.

At this year's ADM we presented the C Edward Jeffries Memorial Trophy
to Thomas Keech of Kempston. The trophy is potentially awarded
annually to a young, aged 18 or under, member of the Bedford District,
for bell ringing progression in the previous calendar year. Tower
Captains or other District Members should submit nominations to Bob
Jones, the District Secretary, by Saturday 2 January 2010 for
consideration by the judging panel.

For the rest of the year, excluding December, a District training practice
will be held in the evening on the 3™ Monday of the month at Oakley.
Details of the first practice were circulated by Bob Jones — if you are not
on the email list and wish to be let him know. If there is sufficient
demand and support for these practices they will continue into 2010.

Alex Nash



Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events 2 009

This is a provisional programme, for confirmation see The Ringing World
or phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

7 Nov 2009: Keysoe
Afternoon Ringing (2.00 — 4.00 pm)

28 Nov 2009: Carlton
Training — Plain Bob Minor (10.00 am — 12.00 noon)

5 Dec 2009: Kempston
Evening Ringing (7.00 — 9.00 pm)

16 Jan 2010: Felmersham, Annual District Meeting
Ringing, Service, Tea, Meeting (3.30 pm — 6.30 pm)
Evening ringing (7.00 — 8.30 pm).

Haynes Bells

Haynes bells were taken from the tower on 29 June. Thanks to 11
volunteers and one bellhanger, the job was completed by 3.00 pm. How
could we have managed without such a wealth of support? Whilst the
bells were out, the local ringers (including two 17 year olds) spent a total
of 127 man-hours, cleaning and painting the frame.

On 7 September, a phone call said that the bells could be returned the
next day. Big panic trying to find enough volunteers to support the two
bell-hangers, but, typical of bellringers, the bodies turned up. Expert
bodies who really knew what they were doing. It took all of Tuesday and
most of Friday to get the job finished, and the local youngsters took
great delight in ringing our ‘unringable' treble and 4th at the following
Monday practice.

We are revelling in easy-going bells, where even a new girl learner can
ring the tenor. Now all we need are a few experienced people to help us
get our six teenagers into method ringing. All visitors are welcome. We
start at 7.00 pm and finish at 9.00 pm. Cups of tea and coffee are also
part of the deal!!! Hope to see you soon.

Barbara Beard






Bedford District Quarterly Meeting on 4 July 2009

The Meeting took place at St James', Biddenham, where the weather
was fine for the picnic tea in the Churchyard. Chairman Alex Nash
thanked the incumbent for the use of the bells.

Those present remembered Archie Webster of Northill, who died
recently and who grew up in Bromham.

The minutes of the April meeting at Cardington were read and accepted.
Matters arising included the change of the Training Day (Treble Bob)
from 2 May to 23 May and the news that Sylvia MacDowell is taking on a
training brief and is trying to find out what people want. Reports were
given of the AGM and the Striking Contest (see July Headstock). Alex
presented the BRF Report and Accounts in Jim's absence, and one new
member was elected. The programme for the next quarter was
discussed.

Bedford Association Striking Contest
held at Northill on 19 September

This year's contest was arranged by Alan and Sheila Smith who were
thanked by the President Sue Silver for doing a marvelous job. She
also thanked Revd Frank Coleman for the use of the bells and the
Northill Ringers for the tea.

The judges were Alan and Tina Marchbank who described the Northill
bells as "They go nicely but they are not easy". The method they used
for judging was to mark every bell, giving a possible maximum of
720 faults, which led to the number of faults picked up being larger than
usual. Dunstable did not complete their test piece.

Order | Final Position | Tower Faults
1 6™ Dunstable

2 3" Biggleswade 33Y%

3 1% Kempston 16

4 2" Bedford, St Paul 23

5 4" Linslade 38Y%
6 5 Henlow 49Y%5




Tailenders' Programme for 4 ™ Quarter of 2009

Tuesday 13 October

Sandy

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Swithun,
6 bells, 12-0-8 in F

Lunch at The Wheatsheaf, Tempsford
Arranged by Dorothy Kirby

Ringing Master: Barbara Woplin

Tuesday 10 November

Woodford

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Mary the Virgin,
8 bells, 14-0-16 in E

Lunch at The Bell, Little Addington

Arranged by Barbara Woplin

Ringing Master: Derek Hammond

Tuesday 8 December

Olney

, The Church of SS Peter and Paul,
10 bells, 24-0-9in D
Christmas Lunch at The Green Man, Lavendon
Two courses for £13.95 or three courses for £15.95
Places are limited and need to be booked in advance
with a deposit of £5 per person
Arranged by Martin Barratt
Ringing Master: Martin Barratt

If you have previously indicated that you will attend a monthly meeting
and find that you are unable to do so, please let the organiser know.



Historic Churches Cycle Ride, Saturday 12 September 2009

Saturday 12 September 2009 was the annual Sponsored Cycle Ride
where ringers from the Bedford district cycled round towers as part of
the wider Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Historic Churches Trust Cycle
Ride event on the same day. As ringers gathered at St Peter de Merton
at 9:45am the weather was perfect for a day of cycling. St Peter’'s was
the first tower of ten planned on a route which would see the cyclists
circling Bedford before the end of the day.

Having rung in the start of the event, the first leg was a short warm-up
as the cyclists moved up the road to ring at St Andrew’'s. This was
followed by a longer stint to take us out of Bedford and across to
Clapham. This was a sterner challenge, being both uphill and with
gravel paths which were a little tricky for those with narrow road tyres,
but everyone made it without too much difficulty.

From Clapham it was a quick dash over the A6 and across to Oakley, an
easier trip for most but not for Peter Blunt who suffered the first puncture
of the day (unfortunately the only other puncture was for Peter too!). A
quick change of inner tube saw Peter arrive in time to ring at Oakley
before everyone strolled down to the river edge for a picnic lunch and a
much appreciated rest.

Revived, it was
back onto the
bikes and across
the bridge to
Bromham, which
marked the half
way point of the
day. From there
it was on to
Biddenham where
our youngest rider
completed his day
of cycling with six
new towers
visited.



The trip to
Kempston  from
Biddenham saw
two routes
employed - the
main party took to
the well practised
route across the
fields whilst two
cyclists, me
included, took a
wrong turn and
ended up on the
unopened new
western bypass.
We can therefore

report that, although the surfacing is not yet finished over the bridge, this
Is definitely the shorter route - but | expect the road will be considerably
busier next time | have the opportunity to use it properly!

At Kempston,
tea and
biscuits were
available to
revitalise the
riders before
a team photo

in the ringing
chamber to
mark the
occasion.

Soon it was
time to set off
again, this
time for
Elstow.



From Elstow it was a 20 minute ride across to Cardington. We were
reaching the end of the day as we left Cardington to make our way
across Priory Park and back into Bedford to finish at Goldington, the
tenth and final tower of the day, just before 6 pm.

Another group photo was taken outside Goldington, this time complete
with bicycles, recognising those that made it to the last tower. The
number of ringers throughout the day varied as people came and went
from the cycling group, as well as those who joined us for some towers,
but there was usually at least a dozen bicycles completing each leg. On
behalf of all the ringers that took part in the day, we would like to
express our thanks to Alex Nash for organising the route and to all the
towers that hosted us on our way.

Andrew Dennison, photos by Alex Nash
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Tailenders

Our July meeting had two towers, one on either side of lunch. This is
partly because we were not having a coach outing this year. We were
very lucky with the weather as heavy showers were forecast, but they
conveniently confined themselves to the period while we were having
lunch and then during the drive home. For the rest of the time we had a
lovely fine day and the north Northamptonshire countryside was
stunning. The stone villages are extremely attractive and all the better
for being off the tourist track. Amongst other wild life we saw several red
kites, a dead badger (!) and a young llama.

We rang at Bulwick
first and arrived to

the warmest
welcome I can
remember. The
church warden

greeted us and
thanked us  for
coming and the
tower captain let us
in. There was a sign
welcoming us in the
porch, sweets for us
to nibble and coffee
for us to drink. The
six bells are on the ground floor and went very well. We rang some good
rounds and call changes and various methods including a well-struck
plain course of Cambridge and a touch of Stedman before ringing down.

Lunch was at the King's Head in Apethorpe and Derek, our organiser,
had arranged a special deal where we chose two courses for a set price
that included a glass of wine. This made paying at the end very simple.
The food was interesting and well cooked and all the plates | saw went
back completely clean, always a good sign. The pub itself is an
attractive old building made of the local stone.

Our second tower was in King's Cliffe, another beautiful stone village.

The metal spiral staircase from the chancel to the ringing chamber was
interesting and not everyone felt able to make the climb.
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The bells felt heavier
than the previous
tower but again they
went well and there
was some good
ringing. The final
touch of Stedman
was one of the best
pieces of ringing for a
while at Tailenders'
meetings.

Altogether a very
pleasant day out in a
lovely area. Many
thanks to Derek Hammond for making all the arrangements.

Our August meeting was another two tower mini-outing. We were rather
low on numbers but the weather was good and the countryside beautiful
so we had a great day out.

Our first tower was
Maids Moreton, SiX
lovely bells, but I'm
afraid we failed to do
them  justice  with
some poor ringing.
There were a couple
of decent touches at
the end of our
session, particularly
the final touch of
Stedman which was
followed by a good
lower.

Lunch was at the Queen's Head in Chackmore and it was very good.
The food was served promptly and we all enjoyed our meal. The timing
was generous so we were able to have desserts or coffee and then
drive to Stowe for our second tower in a very leisurely manner.
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Once we had all

managed to

navigate our way

past the school to

Stowe church we

were able to look

round the very

interesting  church

before we started to

ring. The bells here

were very difficult to

strike well with an

exceedingly  odd-

struck third and a

treble that rang at a

different speed to the other five bells. In spite of this, the standard of
ringing was actually slightly better and touches of several different
methods were rung successfully.

Altogether it was a lovely day out and made an interesting change from
our usual coach outing.

Our September
meeting was about
as far south as we
usually go at the
rather nice set of
eight bells in
Totternhoe. The
bells are a light eight
and go beautifully.
We enjoyed
practising our triples
methods on them
plus rounds and call-
changes on eight,
rather than our usual
six. Lunch was at the White Horse in Eaton Bray and was enjoyed by
all. The menu was interesting and varied and the food and service were
of a high standard.
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are a website or email address, and
you do not have internet access, then in case of difficulty making contact
please ask the Editor to make an initial contact on your behalf.

Views expressed in an article are those of its author. Articles may be edited.

Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, as well as to Andrew Dennison for the
report of the Cycle Day and Alex Nash for the photos, and to Barbara Beard
for information on the completion of the work at Haynes.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the Annual District Meeting on
16 January 2010 at Felmersham.

Please send your articles, announcements etc to me by the end of
December. Your input is what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall

Telephone 01767 627 566
Email: maureen_h@tiscali.co.uk

Headstock

Headstock is issued quarterly and is available to all towers in the Bedford
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year as a contribution towards printing
costs, payable in January each year. It is also available on the website of the
Bedfordshire Association of Church Bell Ringers www.bacr.co.uk but the
web version has photographs of greatly reduced quality, and all personal
contact details have been removed. If your tower does not currently receive
Headstock then please contact the Editor at the address above.
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