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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs with reduced quality in order
to make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removed. Personal contact details
can be found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in the latest Annual
Report.



From the Chairman

In contrast to last year we were able to raise a Bedford District team for
the Young Ringers’ Striking Contest at the Association AGM in May. For
a band containing some inexperienced ringers unused to ringing on
different bells they did very well. My congratulations to all involved on
achieving second place.

We have also had the District Striking Contest recently. Odell hosted us
well on June 6™ and Robert Wood worked very hard in search of a judge
for the contest. We are grateful to Stephen Stanford for judging the
contest as ringer after ringer from outside the District declined or was
unavailable. Entries were slightly down on recent years but still at a
healthy level. The form-book was slightly upset in that Bedford St Paul’'s
eclipsed Kempston in the main method ringing contest. Both go through
to represent the District at the Association Contest on September 19™ at
Northill in what may well be a close, high quality contest. You do not
have to be taking part to come and listen and socialise.

Once again | am going to organise a Ring-and-Ride route for ringers to
undertake as participants in the Beds and Herts Historic Churches Trust
Cycle Ride. This year it is on Saturday 12" September and | am again
organising a route of 20-25 miles, probably to start and finish in Bedford,
for us to ride and ring the bells at ten of our district churches. This is a
sponsored ride with the funds raised to be split between the BRF (or
church of your choice) and the Trust. Our viability was borderline last
year in terms of having sufficient ringers riding to ring all the bells we
visited but we did raise £226.25 for the BRF. Some people travelling by
other means helped out with some of the ringing. | would be most
pleased to hear from anyone intending to ride this year as if we are not
going to have enough riders it is much easier to know sooner rather then
later. | will advise those taking part of the full route once it has been
finalised.

Alex Nash
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This is a provisional programme, for confirmation see The Ringing World
or phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

1 Aug 2009: Northill
Evening Meeting (6.30 — 8.30 pm)

5 Sept 2009:  Bletsoe, Milton Ernest
Evening Meeting (6.00 — 8.30 pm)

12 Sept 2009: Historic Churches Cycle Day

19 Sept 2009: Association Striking Contest, Northill
Draw at 5.00 pm

3 Oct 2009: Goldington
Ringing, Service, Tea, Quarterly Meeting
(3.30 pm - 6.30 pm)
Evening ringing at St Peter's, Bedford
(7.00 — 9.00 pm).

Bedford District Quarterly Meeting on 4 April 2009

The Meeting took place at St Mary's, Cardington. Chairman Alex Nash
thanked Revd Stephen Smith for the service and CD accompaniment,
and Jim Framp and others for arranging the tea.

The minutes of last October's meeting were read and accepted. Jim
Framp presented the BRF Report and Accounts. The programme for
the next quarter was discussed. Bob Jones was thanked for his
organisation of quarter peals by combined bands during Quarter Peal
week.

Young Ringers on Facebook

Page 655 of The Ringing World of 26 June included a letter drawing the
attention of ringers under 30 years old to the Facebook group "Young
bellringers in the UK".



Bedfordshire Association of Church Bell Ringers
Annual General Meeting on 16 May 2009 at Totternhoe

The meeting began with the welcome by the President, Michael
Barnicott-White, following which those present stood to remember those
members who died last year. Maurice Parrott, Jim Prentice, Eileen
Green, Colin Mann and Pat Culley. The Minutes of the 2008 AGM at
Campton were approved. After Matters Arising and Correspondence,
the 2008 Annual Report was presented, and it was stated that
Subscriptions will remain the same.

Michael Barnicott-White announced his retirement as President due to
his proposed move out of the area. He said that he had enjoyed his
term of office enormously. He was congratulated on his achievements
in the areas of young ringers and progressive change.

Officers elected or re-elected were as follows:

President: Sue Silver

Vice-President: Bob Churchill

Honorary Secretary: Jackie O'Regan

Honorary Treasurer: Elizabeth Overfield

Honorary Peal Secretary: Anthony Smith

Honorary Librarian: Pat Albon

Trustees: Anthony Smith, John Parsons

Independent Examiner of Accounts: Richard Hillson

No new members were elected. Discussion took place regarding
Surplus Association Funds being split between the BRFs. In 2010 the
Association Striking Contest will be in the Luton District and the
Association Annual General Meeting will be held in the Bedford District
at Bromham on 15 May at 6.00 pm.

The results of the Young Ringers' Striking Competition held earlier were
announced. Four teams had entered: Bedford, Biggleswade, Luton and
Central Bedfordshire, Biggleswade being the winners with Bedford
second. Maggie and Martin Whiteley were thanked for the judging. Due
to the current date of the competition falling in an exam period a
possible change of date will be discussed.

A vote of thanks was proposed to the Totternhoe ringers for providing
the tea, to Janet Spicer for the service and to Alan Shepherd for playing
the organ.



Treble Bob Training at St Peter’'s Bedford on Saturd ay 23 May 2009
Sylvia MacDowell

This training was originally organised in response to requests at the last
Quarterly District Meeting for practice on ringing the treble to treble bob
methods. The band of experienced ringers was assembled but as the
day approached a couple of people who wanted the practice had to drop
out and this left two others who were also working on ringing inside to
Oxford Treble Bob Minor.

It proved a wonderful opportunity for them to gain experience on both
plain courses and touches of the method. There proved to be time to
move on to ringing the treble to Cambridge Major and enough
experienced ringers for somebody to stand by each learner during the
methods. Both learners and tutors left knowing that progress had been
made. As always, this is not possible without people willingly giving up
their time, so ‘thank you’ to all who came along. Special thanks to
Derek Hammond for leading it.

Association News

Haynes Bells
Report by Maureen Hall using information from Barbara Beard

On 29 June Whites of Appleton arrived to take away five of the six bells,
leaving the treble behind. The response to the request for help was
excellent and eleven volunteers from all three Districts assisted the one
bellhanger to dismantle and remove the bells.

The bells are to have new headstocks and new straight stays (the old
stays with offsets have been taken to Henlow, where they are being
stored for future use as replacements by towers still using that type of
stay). The wheels and sliders have been taken away for checking and
refurbishment where necessary.

The bells are expected back in September, and Barbara is very grateful
for the support given by towers who have generously agreed to take in
the Haynes ringers for practices in the meantime, including Silsoe,
Elstow, Flitton, Northill, Old Warden, Luton and St Paul's, Bedford.



Tailenders' Programme for 3 " Quarter of 2009

Tuesday 14 July Mini Car Outing

Bulwick
11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Nicholas,
6 bells, 10-0-27 in F# (Ground Floor)

Lunch at The Rose and Crown, Warmington

King's Cliffe

2.30 pm — 3.15 pm, The Church of All Saints,

6 bells, 12-0-0 in F#

Arranged by Derek Hammond

Ringing Masters: Barbara Woplin and Derek Hammond

Tuesday 11 August Mini Car Outing

Maids Moreton
11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Edmund,
6 bells, 10-3-20in G

Lunch at The Queens Head, Chackmore

Stowe

2.30 pm — 3.15 pm, The Church of the Assumption of St Mary the Virgin,
6 bells, 10-3-23 in F (Ground Floor)

Arranged by Martin Barratt

Ringing Masters: Martin Barratt and Derek Hammond

Tuesday 8 September

Totternhoe

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Giles, 8 bells, 9-2-0in F
Lunch t.b.a

Arranged by Sylvia MacDowell

Ringing Master: Richard Entwistle

If you have previously indicated that you will attend a monthly meeting
and find that you are unable to do so, please let the organiser know.



Ridgman Trophy Ten Bell Competition
Saturday 20 June 2009 — Rickmansworth, Herts

The Ridgman Trophy is the East Anglian ten bell competition founded in
1988 by the Ely Diocesan Association and the Cambridge University
Guild. Associations or Guilds from counties that border Cambridgeshire,
plus the CUG are eligible to enter this competition and Bill Ridgman
donated the first trophy, hence the name. Whilst any striking
competition can test the nerves of even the most experienced ringers,
the Ridgman has a much more laid back feel to it than most such
events.

Sportsmen and women covet the hat trick, viewing it as a major
achievement in their respective discipline. So, with two consecutive
wins to our name (well four really on moral grounds!), our team met at
Kempston just three days earlier to practise the touch knowing that such
an elusive prize was within reach, something that only our hosts, the
Hertford County Association, had achieved between 1996 and 1998.
The band contained just four members of last year’s team, five members
who had entered previously and one newcomer, once again
demonstrating the strength of ten bell ringing in the county. After the
first practice piece, being presented with a wooden spoon seemed a
more likely outcome, but such was our grit and determination, not to
mention talent of course(!), that by the end of the evening we felt we
could deliver a creditable performance on the day.

This year the competition took place on the 20 cwt ten at St Mary the
Virgin, Rickmansworth as the venue. Of the ten eligible teams, only six
entered this year. We were drawn third, quite a good position as it gave
time to tune in to the bells before we rang, whilst allowing some decent
socialising in the excellent pub next to the church afterwards. As the
first two teams rang, we enjoyed tea and snacks in the superb church
hall, whilst catching up with familiar faces from the various bands.

Rickmansworth bells proved to be an interesting choice for the
competition as they were quite challenging to ring with notable odd-
struckness around the circle, and acoustically it was very difficult to tell
how good or bad the ringing had been from inside. Nonetheless, we
were pleased and relieved to get to the end of the touch of 209 Stedman
Caters and felt that we had delivered our best ringing of the week when
it mattered most.



Thankfully the bells are very clear outside so the judges, Alan Regin and
Simon Rudd, had no difficulty hearing the bands and delivered the
results with humour, explaining why bands had fared better or worse
throughout the afternoon. Few comments were attributed to individual
bells in any team, but our tenor ringer, Bob, was singled out for his
excellent beat. The overriding comment on our ringing was that it had
been a good team effort — good enough indeed to win by some margin!
Sadly, Bill Ridgman was unable to attend; this was the first competition
in 21 years that he had missed but | was very pleased to receive the
trophy from Guy Morton, President of the Hertford CA and | must thank
the rest of the band for ringing and giving up their time to represent the
Association.

The winning Bedfordshire Association team at Rickmansworth:

Front (I-r) Ros Keech (treble), Linda Garton (2), Kath Stenton (3),
Charlotte Smith (4), Anthony Smith (5).

Back (I-r) Richard Horne (6), John Loveless (7), Russell Brown (8),
Andrew Keech (C) (9), Bob Wood (tenor).



All being well, the 2010 competition will take place on the new bells of
Great St Mary, Cambridge. Will Bedfordshire succeed for a fourth
consecutive year, something that no other guild or association has
achieved? Watch this space. Better still, come and support us!

1% Bedfordshire Association 3:03 peal speed 69 faults
2" Essex Association 3:03 peal speed 94 faults
3" Peterborough Diocesan Guild 3:13 peal speed 111 faults
4™ Hertford County Association 3:13 peal speed 120 faults
5" Ely Diocesan Association 3:00 peal speed 129 faults
6™ Cambridge University Guild 3:01 peal speed 130 faults

Andrew Keech, Organiser

Bedford District Striking Contest held at Odell on 6 June

This year's contest was judged by Stephen Stanford assisted by Sarah-
Louise Ward. The six bells at Odell are on the heavy side at 13 cwt, and
were described by Stephen as "tricky". Before the results were
announced by Stephen, Bob Wood was thanked for organising the
contest and the hosts at Odell were thanked for providing the tea and
making other arrangements. Seven teams took part, one band ringing
rounds and the rest doubles. Stephen said that overall everyone did
very well.

Order | Rounds/ | Tower Result
Method
1 Method | Sharnbrook 78%
2 Rounds | Bedford, St Andrew | 84%
3 Method | Goldington 70%
4 Method | Bromham 55%
5 Method | Bedford, St Paul 93%
6 Method | Bedford, St Peter 66%
7 Method | Kempston 89%

The Rounds Trophy was presented to Bedford St Andrew and the
Method Trophy to Bedford St Paul. Besides Bedford St Paul, Kempston
will go through to the Association Contest on 19 September at Northill,
where the draw will be at 5.00 pm.

10



Tailenders

Our April meeting was on a lovely, sunny Spring day and we all met up
at Flitton church in good spirits. Sadly, for possibly the first time ever,
arrangements had gone awry and the church hadn't been booked. We
stood in the sun for a bit while attempts were made to contact a key
holder and then we moved on to the lunch venue rather earlier than
expected.

The Star and Garter at Silsoe has an outside seating area so over half
of our group sat outside to have coffee and then our pre-ordered
lunches. The weather was lovely and the food was well cooked and
very enjoyable so we were not that disappointed in missing our ringing.

We had a wonderful bright, sparkling day for our May meeting at
Swanbourne, a delightful village in Buckinghamshire. The ringing
chamber is reached by climbing a short flight of rather steep steps and a
few ringers decided that they couldn't manage them, which was a
shame. The bells went well with no odd-struckness but some of the
ropes were rather long which caused a few problems. Once the ropes
were correctly adjusted, they handled well. We rang several sets of call-
changes and the normal variety of methods (Grandsire doubles, Plain
Bob doubles and minor and Cambridge minor). Most of the ringing was
acceptable and the Cambridge was well struck with no mistakes, which
always helps.
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The Betsey Wynne, where we had our lunch, is a large, modern and
very attractive pub. We had ordered our meals in advance and they
were served promptly once we were all settled at our tables. The menu
was a little pricier than most of our other venues but the food was
exceptionally good and most people seemed happy to pay for the
quality. Altogether an enjoyable experience.

The following report for June is by Richard Entwistle.

The June meeting in Gamlingay was attended by 25 ringers and five
non-ringers. The bells were very nice and a variety of methods was
rung to cater for the skills of all the ringers, with Derek Hammond acting
as Ringing Master. Thanks to Tom Anderson for organising the day.

Lunch was held at the Duncombe Arms, Waresley and was enjoyed by
29 Tailenders. We completely filled one side of the restaurant so it was
a good job at least six regular ringers were absent from the meeting.

A surprise for the ringers was that after lunch we were invited to visit the
church opposite the pub, where the bells had just been augmented from
three bells to four bells, with a dedication planned for October. Although
the tower looked fairly light in weight the bells were fairly heavy and not
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easy to ring, although a band did manage double minimus as the last
touch. Visitors were also able to climb the tower and see the four-bell
installation. Thanks to Sylvia MacDowell for organising the afternoon
rng.

Due to the poor response last year we are not organising a coach outing
this year, instead both the July and August meetings will also involve an
afternoon tower. The programme has now been finalised for the rest of
the year and | am grateful to all | have asked to organise a monthly
meeting. This year | have managed to get a different organiser each
month so the burden on individuals to organise a tower is much reduced
from what it used to be.

After being involved as an organiser at the very beginning of Tailenders
and then continually for almost 14 years | intend to step down at the end
of the year, so a new programme organiser will be required, | hope that
we will get lots of volunteers and that Tailenders will continue to be a
huge success.

Richard Entwistle
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are a website or email address, and
you do not have internet access, then in case of difficulty making contact
please ask the Editor to make an initial contact on your behalf.

Views expressed in an article are those of its author. Articles may be edited.

Thanks to the 'regular’ contributors, as well as to Andrew Keech for the report
of the Ridgman Trophy, Sylvia MacDowell for the training day report, Richard
Entwistle for the June Tailenders report and Barbara Beard for information on
the work being done at Haynes.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the October Quarterly District
Meeting.

Please send your articles, announcements etc to me by mid-September.
Your input is what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall
Email: maureen_h@tiscali.co.uk

Headstock

Headstock is issued quarterly and is available to all towers in the Bedford
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year to cover printing costs, payable in
January each year. It is also available on the website of the Bedfordshire
Association of Church Bell Ringers www.bacr.co.uk but the web version has
photographs of greatly reduced quality, and all personal contact details have
been removed. If your tower does not currently receive Headstock then
please contact the Editor at the address above.
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