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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs with reduced quality in order
to make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removed. Personal contact details
can be found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in the latest Annual
Report.



From the Chairman

Sharnbrook ably hosted the Annual District Meeting for us this year. As
you can probably read elsewhere in this issue of Headstock, there were
no changes to the District Officers at the meeting. We observed a
silence in memory of Maurice Parrott and Eileen Green, members who
had been lost in 2008. Both were faithful servants of their respective
towers. On a happier note, we did elect some new members and there
was, in the shape of Thomas Keech from Kempston, a worthy winner of
the Eddie Jeffries Trophy for young ringers. You may even have seen
mention of it in 'The Ringing World'.

There is once again an inter-district young ringers' striking contest at the
Association Annual Meeting (May 16™ at Totternhoe). We have tried to
contact prospective members of a Bedford District team but may well
have missed someone. If there is a ringer who will be under 18 on the
day who has not heard from us and would like to take part, do let Bob
Jones or myself know. The level of ringing required is Rounds.

The start of March was busy with the District Outing and then Quarter
Peal Week. There was opposition last time it was suggested we move
Quarter Peal Week but it is perhaps an issue worth revisiting at some
point. The District Outing was well organised for us by Maureen Hall
and well attended. | could only make the afternoon towers, having had
a family commitment in the morning, but enjoyed my afternoon ringing
on a variety of bells and seeing a bit of a few different churches. It was
a pleasant surprise to pop off the grided streets of Milton Keynes and
find the historic centres of villages with their churches.

Almost by default Bob Jones organised some collective ringing for us
during Quarter Peal Week, facilitating, as | understand it, a number of
firsts. | am not sure that individual towers were able to offer support with
their own quarters in great numbers, which probably goes to show just
how helpful a collective endeavour can be. Similarly our training
sessions, although their future is in the balance with regard to somebody
to organise them on a regular basis.

Alex Nash



Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events 2 009

This is a provisional programme, for confirmation see The Ringing World
or phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

2 May 2009:  Training Day
No details currently available

16 May 2009: Totternhoe
Young Persons' Striking Competition,
Tea, Annual General Meeting,
Evening Ringing at Dunstable

6 June 2009: Odell
District Striking Competition with Refreshments
(5.00 — 9.00 pm)

4 July 20009: Biddenham

Quarterly Meeting, Picnic Tea (3.30 — 6.30 pm)
Evening Ringing at St Pauls, Bedford (7.00 — 9.00 pm)

Membership Subscription Reminder

If you have not yet paid your Membership Subscription, please ensure
that your payment reaches Jenny Thompson before the Annual General
Meeting on 16 May.



Bedford Annual District Meeting on 17 January 2009

The Meeting took place at St Peter's, Sharnbrook. Chairman Alex Nash
thanked Revd Robert Evens for conducting the Service and for the use
of the bells and fine new Hall, Colin Scott the organist, and the
Sharnbrook ringers for providing a splendid tea. Members stood to
remember members Maurice Parrott of St Andrew's Bedford, Eileen
Green of Wilden, and Fred Hyde, a member from Bromham for 20 years
until 1996.

After the acceptance of the previous ADM minutes Alex announced that
the C Edward Jeffries Memorial Trophy was to be presented for the first
time by Eddie's niece, Greta Parrott, to whom the District are grateful for
donating this fine silver plate. The very worthy winner was Thomas
Keech, a regular member of the Sunday service band at Kempston, who
not only set himself the goal of ringing 10 quarters before his 11"
Birthday, but also rang his first Peal!

The District Annual Report was read by the Secretary. The BRF Report
and Accounts were presented by Jim Framp who also read out a letter
from the PCC Treasurer of St Paul's Bedford thanking the BRF for the
recent grant. Shelagh Melville mentioned that ringing at St Paul's was
temporarily suspended as work was being done to the weather vane.
The Membership Treasurer's Report was presented by Jenny
Thompson. The programme to May 2010 was briefly outlined by Alex.
He asked for support of the Historic Churches Cycle Day, which is our
most successful BRF fund-raising event, and takes place this year on
12 September. More participants would certainly make it less arduous
for the cyclists, last year would not have been possible without
supporters who used other means of transport.

The results of the Election of Officers were as follows:

Chairman Alex Nash

Secretary Bob Jones

Treasurer Jenny Thompson

Four Committee Members David Jones, Sylvia MacDowell,
James Saunders, Graham
Ridgway

BRF Treasurer Roger (Jim) Framp

R J Sharp Bell Fund Rep Roger (Jim) Framp



Ringing Master/Deputy James Saunders/David Jones
BRF Independent Examiner Richard Hillson

District Accts Ind Examiner Susan Entwistle
Striking Contest Organiser Bob Wood
District Outing Organiser Maureen Hall (until October)

Two General Committee Reps Alex Nash, James Saunders

Five new Resident Members were elected. Pat Albon made another
plea for a candidate for the post of Technical Advisor, he is more than
willing to assist another person who may lack experience. Graham
Ridgway proposed a vote of thanks for the work done by the Secretary,
who had filled the gap when nobody else came forward.

Tailenders' Programme for 2 " Quarter of 2009

Tuesday 14 April Flitton

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St John the Baptist,
6 bells, 6-0-5 in B (Ground Floor)

Lunch at The Star and Garter, Silsoe

Arranged by Barbara Beard

Ringing Master Richard Entwistle

Tuesday 12 May Swanbourne

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Swithin, 6 bells, 12-1-24 in F
Lunch at The Betsey Wynne, Swanbourne

Arranged by Martin Barratt

Ringing Master Martin Barratt

Tuesday 9 June Great Gransden

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Bartholomew,
6 bells, 13-2-11 in F

Lunch at The Duncombe Arms, Waresley

Arranged by Tom Anderson

Ringing Master Derek Hammond

If you have previously indicated that you will attend a monthly meeting
and find that you are unable to do so, please let the organiser know.



Tailenders

2009 started with our January
meeting at Colmworth. Humphrey
Chetwynd-Talbot arranged for
heating to be on in the church as
% well as in the rather cosy ringing
i chamber but the air outside still
8 felt warmer than that inside. We
8 rang rounds and call changes as
M well as some decent Stedman,
| passable Cambridge and several
other methods. The Dbells
continue to go easily and are
always a delight to ring.

Lunch was at the Victoria Arms in
Wilden and most of us took
advantage of their special fish
and chips Tuesday lunch time
special. The fish was excellent
with a light and tasty batter and
we set off for home with a definite
feeling of well-being after ringing on good bells and eating good food in
good company.

Unfortunately, said to be for the first time ever, the February meeting at
Southill had to be cancelled. The wintry weather and the state of the
country lanes did not look .
at all promising.

The March meeting was
held at Emberton in 55
Buckinghamshire. Itwas a
beautiful church and the
bells went well. The Two
Brewers in Olney was a
nice pub and the 29 diners
just fitted into "The Cabin".
The meals were good and
were served up nicely.




Bedford District Outing on 7 March

The Bedford Association (Bedford District) had their annual car outing to
the Milton Keynes area on Saturday 7 March. Milton Keynes to me is
always a navigational nightmare but for a change my car had no need
for Sat-Nav because | was skilfully directed to each of the towers by my
fellow passengers
Derek and Bob armed
only with their OS and
street maps.

The first tower of the
.. day for the early
starters was in the
town of Fenny
Stratford where we
rang a variety of
methods on the 8 cwt
peal of six, including
Grandsire and Bob
doubles.

The sun began to break through as we moved on to the second tower,
Bletchley (15 cwit),
the first of two peals
of eight bells
arranged for the
day. Here we |
negotiated the
video and sound
equipment  before
embarking on some
eight-bell methods.
Most thought the
ropes were quite
springy but that did
not detract from the
guality of our call
changes, Bob
triples and Grandsire.




We then had a nice leisurely
lunch stop, Shenley, which
was conveniently situated very
close to a Toby Carvery where
the £5 lunch special was
enjoyed by many.

On to the third tower in
the village of Shenley, a
lovely little church with
all  modern facilities.
Here the six-bell ring
(17 cwt) had a generous
ringing room and as our
numbers increased we
were able to ring
additional methods
including Cambridge.

On to tower four and just to keep us from an after-lunch snooze, the

bells at Old
Wolverton (14 cwt)
were anti-clockwise.
This was a first for
me and although a
bit daunting, once
into a method it was
not a problem. Old
Wolverton was
originally a Norman
tower and the
changes over the
years could be seen
as we ascended the
stairs.



Our penultimate tower
was at the canal-side
village of Great Linford
(16 cwt) and provided a
much welcomed tea,
coffee and biscuits.
This was the only
ground-floor ring of the
day and proved to be a
more challenging peal
of bells to handle. A
warm air vent in the
aisle provided amuse-
ment to the budding
Marilyn Monroes
amongst us!
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Our fifth set of bells was
in the award-winning
immaculate tower at
Bradwell (7 cwt). There
was a little confusion as
to which bells were
which as some of the
lighter bells required a
box usually associated
with heavy bells.

Finally on to the last tower, a
ring of eight in the town of
Newport Pagnell (21 cwt). This
tower recently underwent some
improvements and is now a
very nice galleried first-floor
rng. Newport was voted
favourite tower of the day, with
many ringers having previously
rung there when it was a



ground-floor ring. We excelled
ourselves in some very well-struck
Grandsire and call changes.

Due to other commitments this was
the end of my trip but a party of
twelve enjoyed dinner at the all-time
favourite Green Man at Lavendon
where | am told the food was
excellent as always.

A big thanks go to Maureen Hall for
organising what was a very
successful outing, supported by
20-plus ringers during the day.

Adrienne Sharp
(Photos by Maureen Hall)

Bedford District Quarter Peal Week 8-15 March 2009

This year, there have been fewer quarters attempted but in more
ambitious methods than has been the norm recently. Sadly the Bristol
Surprise Major foundered at the halfway point, after some good ringing.
It is encouraging to see so many conductors at work, and the number of
"firsts" achieved in the footnotes gives rise to optimism.

Bob Jones
Secretary

Sunday 8™ March 2009

St Andrews, Bedford . 1260 Plain Bob Minor: Kim Adams 1, David Jones 2,
Peter Tribble 3, Robert P Wood 4, Gareth Burrows 5, Alex Nash (C) 6. For

Evening Prayer.

Thursday 12" March 2009

St Owen'’s, Bromham . Lincolnshire Surprise Major: Melvyn Potts 1, Pam
Bailey 2, Dorothy J Kirby 3, Robert W Jones 4, Robert P Wood 5, Derek A
Hammond 6, James Saunders 7, Martin Whiteley (C) 8. First in method (7)

and first treble bob major (1).
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St Mary the Virgin, Woburn . 1250 Lincolnshire Surprise Major: Ruth Betts
1, Roy Woodruff 2, Howard Collings 3, Bob Tregillus 4, Raymond Watkin (C)
5, Michael Barnicott 6, Roderic K Bickerton 7, David Braunton 8. Rung as
part of the Bedfordshire Association quarter peal week. It was a pleasure to
have Michael Barnicott ringing with us. We wish him well in his new home in
Devon.

Saturday 14" March 2009

St Leonard, Stagsden . Double Oxford Bob Minor: Thomas A F Keech 1,
Dorothy Kirby 2, Jennifer S Thompson 3, Robert W Jones 4, Robert P Wood
5, Andrew M Keech (C) 6. First in method (2 & 3).

St Peter & St Paul, Cranfield . Plain Bob Minor: Rosalind J Keech 1, Melvyn
Potts 2, Thomas A F Keech 3, Michael P Barnicott-White 4, Derek A
Hammond 5, Robert P Wood (C) 6. First inside for (3)

St Peter’s, Bedford . Cambridge Surprise Major: Dorothy J Kirby 1, Alex
Nash 2, Melvyn Potts 3, Sarah-Louise Ward 4, Martin A Heaslip 5, James
Saunders 6, Derek A Hammond 7, Stephen H Stanford (C) 8. First in method
(3 & 4). Dedicated as a 60™ birthday compliment to Les Ward, father of
Sarah-Louise (4).

St Owen’s, Bromham . Plain Bob Major: Jennifer S Thompson 1, James
Saunders 2, Alex Nash 3, Robert W Jones 4, Simon Sweeney 5, Colin M
Payne 6, Martin A Heaslip 7, Derek A Hammond (C) 8. First in method as
conductor (8).

Elstow Abbey Church, St Mary & St Helena . 1260 Grandsire Doubles: Pat
Staite 1, Jennifer S Thompson 2, Lorraine Andrews (C) 3, Ann Desics

4, Richard Entwistle 5, Roger Framp 6. Rung as part of Bedfordshire
Association (Bedford District) quarter peal week.

Sunday 15" March 2009

Sharnbrook . 1280 Cambridge Surprise Major: Simon Sweeney 1, Pamela M
Bailey 2, Barbara Beard 3, Nicholas D Brown 4, Anthony H Smith 5, Thomas
W Anderson 6, Barbara J Woplin 7, Patrick S J Albon (C) 8. First quarter
peal of treble bob 1, first quarter peal of Surprise Major 6, first quarter peal of
Surprise Major as Conductor 8. A compliment to Patrick and Jacqueline
Albon who celebrate their Pearl Wedding on March 17"
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Association News

Biggleswade District Striking Contest held at Temps ford on 14 March

The contest was organised by Alan Smith and the Judges were Stephen
Stanford and Sarah-Louise Ward. The time keeper was Peter Overfield.
Three of the teams required additional people to fill in, as they were short of
ringers from their own tower. It had previously been agreed that all towers
could enter the competition, no matter how many ringers could come on the
day, and that other ringers would fill in as necessary. However, these towers
would not be able to go forward to the Association Striking Contest in
September.

During his comments Stephen Stanford said that nobody disgraced
themselves, as the bells were not easy to ring.

The results were as follows:

1% Biggleswade who rang doubles 92%

2" Henlow who rang doubles 88%

3" Northill who rang doubles 87% (This team needed extra people who
were not from Northill tower.)

4™ Eaton Socon who rang doubles 84%

5" Tempsford who rang rounds, 81% (This team needed 2 extra people.)

6" Arlesey who rang doubles, 73% (This team needed 2 extra people).

Luton District Striking Contest held at Silsoe on 2 8 March
The results were as follows:

Methods

1% Linslade 21 faults

2" Dunstable 22 faults

3" Husbourne Crawley 48 faults
4™ Cranfield 61 faults

5" Caddington 64 faults

Rounds

1% Hougton Regis 38 faults
2" Tilsworth 53 faults

3" Cranfield 106 faults.

The Cranfield rounds team was entirely their junior ringers, with an average
age of 13 years!
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are a website or email address, and
you do not have internet access, then in case of difficulty making contact
please ask the Editor to make an initial contact on your behalf.

Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, as well as to Adrienne Sharp for the
outing report and to Michael Barnicott-White and Beth Overfield for the results
of the other districts' striking competitions.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the July Quarterly District Meeting.

Please send your articles, announcements etc to me by mid-June. Your input
Is what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall
Email: maureen_h@tiscali.co.uk

Headstock

Headstock is issued quarterly and is available to all towers in the Bedford
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year to cover printing costs, payable in
January each year. It is also available on the website of the Bedfordshire
Association of Church Bell Ringers www.bacr.co.uk but the web version has
photographs of greatly reduced quality, and all personal contact details have
been removed. If your tower does not currently receive Headstock then
please contact the Editor at the address above.
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