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Web Version 
 

This version of Headstock has photographs with reduced quality in order to 
make the file smaller. 

 
It also has contact details of people removed.  Personal contact details can be 

found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in the 2007 Annual Report.  
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From the Chairman 
 
I hope the Association AGM may be reported on elsewhere because I wasn't 
going to say a great deal about it.  Many will know we were unable to raise a 
Bedford District team for the Young Ringers' Striking Contest although some of 
our ringers were able to ring in a scratch band.  Biggleswade District won the 
Melville Cup.  There was a change of officers at the AGM with Jackie O'Regan 
taking on the role of Honorary Secretary�
 
In May we held some District Training in Stedman Doubles, in particular 
practising the singles, at Oakley.  I am grateful that Graham Ridgway agreed to 
run this training with the assistance of Martin Heaslip.  Our training activities 
are currently dependent on volunteers to come forward to run them as nobody 
has shown a willingness to oversee the programme as a whole.  Of course, we 
also hope to get the continued support of those who agree to act as experienced 
helpers for these events.  There is news of the District Striking Contest 
elsewhere. 
 
The Ringing Roadshow is at Stoneleigh Park on 5/6 September.  Full 
information on this national biannual bellringing event can be found at 
www.ringingroadshow2008.org.uk.  There has been insufficient interest 
shown to organise a minibus or similar to take a District group up. 
 
At this time of year some may be used to me plugging the Beds and Herts 
Historic Churches Trust Cycle Ride.  This year it is on Saturday 13 September 
and I am again organising a route of 20-25 miles, probably to start and finish in 
Bedford, for us to ride and ring the bells at ten of our district churches.  This is 
a sponsored ride with the funds raised to be split between the BRF (or church of 
your choice) and the Trust.  Some have already expressed an intention to ride 
and I would be most pleased to hear from more of you so I can advise you of 
the route details once they are finalised. 
 
Alex Nash 
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Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events 2008 
 
This is a provisional programme, for confirmation see The Ringing World or 
phone the Secretary, Bob Jones. 
 
2 Aug 2008: Swineshead/Melchbourne/Upper Dean 

Afternoon meeting, 2.00 – 5.00 pm:  2.00 pm Upper Dean, 
3.00 pm Melchbourne, 4.00 pm Swineshead 

 
5/6 Sept 2008: Ringing Roadshow 
   Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 
 
13 Sept 2008: Historic Churches Cycle Day 
   See Chairman's Report on Page 3 

 
20 Sept 2008: Association Striking Competition 

St Andrews, Bedford 
Draw to take place at 6.30 pm after Evening Service 

 
4 Oct 2008:  Oakley:  3.30 – 8.30 pm 

Service, Tea, Quarterly Meeting, Evening Ringing  
 

 
District Training Session 

 
The next District Training Session is scheduled for Saturday 1 November, 
however the date may have to be moved to 8 November.  It is planned to take 
place at Colmworth 10.00 am – 12.00 noon.  Plain Bob Minor has been 
suggested and the session will be run by either Martin Barratt or Jim Framp.  
Further details will be available later, in the meantime interested students can 
contact Alex Nash. 
 
 

Wanted! 
 
I am looking for: 
 
Bedfordshire Annual Reports for 1970 – 1974 and 1976 and 1977. 
 
Bob Jones 
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Bedford District Striking Contest 
Saturday 7 June 2008, Renhold 

 
In a variation from recent practice a traditional draw was held for the ringing 
order at 5 pm.  Whilst the ringing proceeded, an excellent ringing tea was 
provided in the Chapter House by Dorothy Kirby and others.  The judge was 
Richard Haseldine from Hanslope assisted by his wife Jan.  Brief comments on 
the ringing and faults were as follows: 
 

Order Rounds/ 
Method 

Tower Comments Faults 

1 M Goldington Nervous 24 
2 R Stagsden Good effort 38 
3 R Carlton Very good effort for learners 16 
4 M Bedford, 

 St Peter 
Tenor slow 32 

5 M Bedford, 
 St Paul 

Nice ringing, steady rhythm 13 

6 M Bromham Leading and drumming haphazard 23 
7 M Kempston A little quicker, with mistakes swiftly 

recovered from 
9 

8 M Bedford, 
 St Andrew 

More confident and better as went along 26½ 

 

Congratulations to Carlton on winning the Rounds Trophy and Kempston for 
recovering the Method Trophy.  St Paul's will join Kempston as our 
representatives in the Association contest on 20 September at St Andrew's, 
Bedford.  The draw will be at 6.30 pm after the completion of the 6 pm service 
of Said Evening Prayer. 
 
Some teams remarked to me that the judge's comments shed little light on their 
shortcomings.  Although he no longer had individual team sheets, Richard has 
provided a few more general comments that you may identify with: "… we did 
feel that some of the bands with more faults took longer to correct any method 
mistakes, quite often the tenor was slow at backstroke, thus making it difficult 
to get the next handstroke lead in the right place.  There also was quite a lot of 
clipping in the middle of some of the changes where a bit more care could have 
saved faults.  Some of the bands may have found it easier to ring a little faster." 
 
Alex Nash, Organiser on the day, in the absence of Bob Jones 

 

Editor's Note:  Other finalists are Cranfield, Dunstable, Clifton, Eaton Socon 
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Bedfordshire Association of Church Bellringers 
Annual General Meeting on 17 May at Campton 

 
The meeting began with the welcome by the President, Michael Barnicott-
White, following which those present stood to remember Muriel Bonnett who 
died last year.  Apologies for absence were noted and the Minutes of the 2007 
AGM were approved.  After Matters Arising and Correspondence, a minor 
change to Rule 2 Membership regarding the Association boundary was agreed 
as Linslade is now part of our Association.  After discussing the 2007 Annual 
Report, and Subscriptions (which are to remain the same), there followed the 
Election of Officers.  Officers elected or re-elected were as follows: 
 

President:    Michael Barnicott-White 
Vice-President:   Bob Churchill 
Honorary Secretary:   Jackie O'Regan 
Honorary Treasurer:   Elizabeth Overfield 
Honorary Peal Secretary:  Anthony Smith 
Honorary Librarian:   Pat Albon 
Trustees:    Anthony Smith, John Parsons 
Independent Examiner of Accounts:  Michael Trimm 

 
A number of new members were elected.  In 2009 the Association Striking 
Contest will be in the Biggleswade District and the Association Annual General 
Meeting will be held in the Luton District on 16 May at 6.00 pm. 
 

Bedford Quarterly District Meeting on 5 April 2008 at Stevington 
 

After the thanks (to the Tea Helpers, Rev L MacDonald for the service, Derek 
Hammond for playing the organ and Rosemary Maclaine for the hall 
arrangements) and the apologies for absence, members stood to remember 
Maurice Parrott of St Andrew's, Bedford, a dedicated member of the band since 
the bells were installed 25 years ago. 
 
It was mentioned in Matters Arising that there is still no Outing Organiser.  
Following the BRF Report, it was stated that a Technical Advisor has been 
asked to visit St Paul's Bedford to confirm recommendations for work to be 
done.  Two new members were elected and those present were reminded of the 
rules for ratifying new members elected prior to a peal attempt. 
 
Insufficient interest was shown in a bus to the Ringing Roadshow.  Goldington 
Ringers have issued a challenge for "Jim's Jug" (the Jim Yates Trophy) for 
raising and lowering in peal, and the holders, Biggleswade, will be notified. 
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Two Dedications in One Week! 
 
St Mary the Virgin, Northill (Biggleswade District)  

 
Following on from 
reports in previous 
editions of Headstock, 
Northill bells were 
returned from their 
overhaul by Whites of 
Appleton on Friday 
9 May. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
They stood in the Church for viewing 
over the weekend (guarded day and 
night!) and were taken back up into the 
bellchamber on the Monday.   
 
The Bishop of Bedford officiated at a 
Service of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
on Sunday 15 June.  The first quarter peal 
on the newly rehung bells was rung on 
Monday 30 June and the first peal is due 
to be rung on Saturday 5 July.    
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All Saints, Houghton Regis (Luton District) 
 

 
 
The parish church stands right in the centre of Houghton Regis.  The bells have 
recently been refurbished, also by Whites of Appleton.  The original wooden 
bell frame has been strengthened, all six bells have been rehung with new 
gudgeons and bearings, the wheels were refurbished and slider rails, sliders, 
stays and guide pulleys were replaced.  Dismantling of the bells started on 
21 January and following the return and installation of the bells in late March 
and early April, an Open Day was held on Saturday 21 June including a Quarter 
Peal and a Church Service. 
 

 
   
Above are "before and after" photographs which, along with the photograph of 
the church, were copied with the kind permission of Father Brian Wheelhouse 
from the church website allsaintshoughtonr.org.uk, where there is more 
information and more photographs. 
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Tailenders' Programme for 3rd Quarter of 2008 
 

Tuesday 8 July  Potterspury 
11.00 am – 12 noon, The Church of St Nicholas, 6 bells, 13-0-4 in E (GF) 
Lunch at The White Hart, Grafton Regis 
Arranged by Derek Hammond  
Ringing Master Martin Barratt 
 
Tuesday 12 August  Clifton  
11.00 am – 12 noon, The Church of All Saints, 8 bells, 10-0-6 in G 
Lunch at The Crown, Henlow 
Arranged by Richard Entwistle  
Ringing Master Derek Hammond 
 
Tuesday 9 September  Milton Keynes Village 
11.00 am – 12 noon, The Church of All Saints, 6 bells, 9-0-0 in G 
Lunch t.b.a. 
Arranged by Sue and Peter Bishop 
Ringing Master Barbara Woplin 
 
If you have previously indicated that you will attend a monthly meeting and 
find that you are unable to do so, please let the organiser know (phone numbers 
given above). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note of Thanks 
 

I would like to thank all my ringing friends who helped me after my recent 
operation.  Colin Payne 

DON'T FORGET! 
 

THE RINGING ROADSHOW 2008  
Friday/Saturday 5/6 September 
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire 

 
www.ringingroadshow2008.org.uk 
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Tailenders 
 

In April the Tailenders 
met at Bozeat on a 
cold but very bright 
and sunny day.  The 
new upstairs ringing 
chamber is small but 
well equipped and the 
six bells go really well.  
The attendance was 
one of the lowest for a 
long time for a variety 
of reasons but we 
enjoyed our ringing 
and made the most of 
the bells. 

 
The lunch was at an old favourite, the Green Man in Lavendon.  We sat around 
one giant table and the food was served promptly once we had all arrived. 
There had been a wide selection to choose from and all the food was of a very 
high standard.  No wonder we return there so often. 
 

 
Our May meeting 
was at Thrapston in 
Northants, a lovely 
easy going ring of 
eight bells. 
 
The bells are 
reached by climbing 
a gently sloping 
curved and carpeted 
set of steps on either 
side of the church.  
This meant that 
everyone who 
wanted to ring was 
able to.  One ringer, 

who is recovering from foot surgery, managed climb up to ring for the first time 
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in three months, much to her delight. We rang Grandsire triples, Plain Bob 
major, Stedman triples and Cambridge major as well as rounds and call 
changes. 
 
Our lunch was at The Bell in Little Addington.  They do a Midday Madness 
menu which costs £5.20 for two courses.  (The price is going up to £5.50 in 
June.)  Most people had trouble clearing their plates as they were so well filled. 
All of the choices were good but the plate of whitebait as a starter was 
exceptional and would do as a main meal in most establishments.  We must go 
there again! 
 

 
Our June meeting 
was a lovely sunny 
day and Maulden 
church was a 
picture inside and 
out. 
 
The bells are light 
and easy going 
although they need 
an experienced 
band to ring at the 
correct speed and to 
get the best out of 
them.  Probably the 
best touch of the 

day was the Cambridge major at the end although even that had a few wobbles.  
 
We ate at the Flying Horse in Clophill, which is a Beefeater.  The menu was 
large and varied but most people chose from the smaller lunch menu with its 
special prices for one, two or three courses.  The food was exactly as one has 
come to expect from the chain. 
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Ridgman Trophy Ten-Bell Competition 
  

This year marked the 20th anniversary of the first Ridgman Trophy and it seems 
appropriate, for the benefit of those who don't know much about the 
competition, to say something about its origins.  The idea of a ten-bell striking 
competition among the Anglian associations was floated by Owen Davis and 
Ian Davies, among others, during the mid-1980s.  An offer by Bill Ridgman's 
family to give a trophy provided the necessary focus to bring the idea to fruition 
and the first competition was held at Wisbech in 1988.  The trophy features the 
shields of the Ely Diocesan Association and Cambridge University Guild, 
reflecting the enormous contribution that Bill has made to both over the years. 
 
Since its inception the competition has waxed and waned in popularity, but with 
ten bands competing last year the pool of potential participants has clearly 
grown.  The venue rotates around the region and often involves much travelling 
because the geographic spread is now from Lincoln to Essex and Bedfordshire 
to Norfolk.  The test piece is usually Stedman Caters, but has included 
Grandsire Caters and Cambridge Royal.  Bill Ridgman remains a staunch 
supporter and is invariably in attendance to present the trophy. 
 
This year the venue was Gressenhall in rural Norfolk, a brand new, light (8 cwt) 
ring of ten that handle and sound well.  Our Association is fortunate at the 
moment to be able to draw from a wide field of experienced ringers who 
recognise the importance of supporting this competition, so I retained four 
participants from last year, four from previous years, and introduced two 
ringers who had not taken part before.  My main concern was to practise on a 
light ring of bells so we headed for Moulton and got used to rattling Cambridge 
Royal around at a three-hour peal pace.  
 
On arriving at Gressenhall the only disappointment was to learn that three 
teams had withdrawn from the competition during the previous few days. This 
reduced the field to just five teams but, having listened to a couple of them, 
there was clearly a high standard to match.  Our practice piece reassured us that 
the bells were much easier to ring than Moulton and, even though we had a 
minor trip in the test piece, we produced some very good, rhythmic ringing. 
 
Judges Paul Seaman and Mike Purday from Cambridge provided an ideal blend 
of constructive criticism and encouragement before moving on to announce the 
results.  Despite a feeling from the churchyard pundits that it might be tight at 
the top, it transpired that Bedfordshire were clear winners and I was delighted 
to receive the trophy from Bill Ridgman for the second consecutive year.  My 
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thanks go to the rest of the band who were prepared to give up their time and 
expertise to represent the Association.  Attending a special practice in 
Northamptonshire and undertaking a 200-mile round trip to Norfolk in order to 
ring for 20 minutes is no small undertaking, so this result was very welcome. 
 
Next year we're closer to home as the competition is to be hosted by the 
Hertford County Association.  It will provide us with another opportunity to 
quake and tremble under the scrutiny of the competition judges, but it's amazing 
how this focus brings out the best in a band.  That's what striking competitions, 
at all levels, are about and why they are worth supporting. 
 

1st Bedfordshire Association   3:01 peal speed     37 faults 
2nd Lincoln Diocesan Guild   2:56 peal speed     62 faults 
3rd Norwich Diocesan Association   2:55 peal speed     66 faults 
4th  Suffolk Guild     3:07 peal speed     78 faults 
5th  Ely Diocesan Association    3:02 peal speed  116 faults 

 
Gressenhall, Norfolk, The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Saturday 14th June 2008 
200 Cambridge Surprise Royal 
   1. Alexander J. Nash    6. Russell A. Brown 
   2. Margaret Whiteley    7. Robert P. Wood  
   3. Linda M. Garton    8. John P. Loveless 
   4. Michael J. Trimm    9. Martin J. Whiteley (C) 
   5. Vernon Green   10. Frank W. Rivett 
 

 
The winning Bedfordshire Association team at Gressenhall: 

Front (r-l) Alex Nash, Maggie Whiteley, Linda Garton, Mike Trimm, Vernon Green, 
Back (l-r) Russell Brown, Bob Wood, John Loveless, Martin Whiteley (C), Frank Rivett 

 
Martin J Whiteley, Organiser 
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From the Editor  
 
If in any article the only contact details are a website or email address, and you 
do not have internet access, then in case of difficulty making contact please ask 
the Editor to make an initial contact on your behalf. 
 
Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, in particular I would like to thank Martin 
Whiteley for his article on the Ridgman Trophy. 
 
The next Headstock will be distributed at the October District Meeting. 
 
Please send your articles, announcements etc to me by mid-September.  Your 
input is what makes Headstock what it is. 
 
Maureen Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Headstock 
 
Headstock is issued quarterly and is available to all towers in the Bedford 
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year to cover printing costs, payable in 
January each year.  It is also available on the website of the Bedfordshire 
Association of Church Bell Ringers www.bacr.co.uk but the web version has 
photographs of greatly reduced quality, and all personal contact details have 
been removed.  If your tower does not currently receive Headstock then please 
contact the Editor at the address above. 
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