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Web Version

This version of Headstock has photographs withcedwuality in order to
make the file smaller.

It also has contact details of people removedsdtal contact details can be
found in your Tower's copy of Headstock, or in 20©6 Annual Report.



From the Chairman

At the ADM, in January, there would have been tingt fpresentation of the
C Edward Jeffries Memorial Trophy, if any worthy mimations had been
received. However, there were no nominations toeansider. A reasonable
amount of publicity had been given to the trophynaetings and in Headstock
so one might conclude that nobody felt they knewy suitable candidates for
the award. It is certainly the case that thera ishortage of young ringers
around our District at the moment compared to gutw years ago. Whether
this is a serious problem with regards to the fitofr the Exercise locally is a
matter of some differing opinions.

An initiative to try and offer more to young ringeas an Association is the
Young Ringers' Striking Contest that is schedutedlie day of the Association
Annual Meeting. That is Saturday 17 May. Pleageahd attend the meeting,
6.00 pm, at least. | have mentioned elsewhereithatproving a struggle to

assemble a team for the young ringers' contesis ititended to be a friendly

social event rather than a fierce, serious onead@ provide me with names of
young ringers from Bedford District who can pagiatie, if you are able.

There is a general shortage of people coming faiwar be involved in
organising District ringing activities. There habeen no volunteers for a
suggested training co-ordinator role and we wowdehhad no District Outing
had not Bob Jones kindly offered to organise onepdy having come forward
at the Elstow quarterly meeting or the Annual DastiMeeting. Everybody was
also happy to leave Bob to organise Quarter PeadkWd& hank you for your
efforts Bob.

In the absence of volunteers to do anything anchgaungers for the future
does the District have a future? The answer ®pe, not unreservedly, yes.
In fairness to them, there is in the shape of @yMacDowell (Bedford,
St Peter de Merton) and James Saunders (BedfoRRu®t some new blood on
the District committee this year. Also, positivetiie bells of Little Staughton
are now back in action and we have had a succesafming event there. The
missed quarter peal from last year's anniversalgbcations was also rung
there during Quarter Peal Week, as detailed elsewvh&lso, there has been no
decline in District membership over the last yearThe Bedfordshire
Association of Church Bell Ringers and the BedfDrslrict therein is a



recognition that we should be able to benefit fismme collective organisation
of our activity and pooling of resources. Theremgsybe a challenge to
continue to do so.

Alex Nash

Bedford District Programme of Meetings and Events Q08

This is a provisional programme, for confirmaticgeslhe Ringing World or
phone the Secretary, Bob Jones.

3 May 2008: Training, see notice on page 5.

17 May 2008:  Association Annual General Meeting
Southill (6) 2.00 — 2.45 pm Ringing,
Meppershall (6) 3.00 — 3.45 pm Ringing,
Campton (8):
3.00 — 4.30 pm Young Ringers' Striking Contest,
4.30 pm Service, 5.00 Tea,
Followed by Meeting in Campton Village Hall.
Evening Ringing until 8.45 pm.

7 June 2008: District Striking Contest at Renhof@D5- 9.00 pm

5 July 2008: Turvey: 3.30—8.30 pm
Quarterly Meeting, Picnic Tea, Evening Ringing

Membership Subscription Reminder

If you have not yet paid your Membership Subsariptiplease ensure that your
payment reaches Jenny Thompson before the Annuakr&eMeeting on
17 May.



Young Ringers' Striking Contest

As announced at our ADM by Michael Barnicott-Whitidae Association
President, there is to be an inter-District youimgers' striking contest prior to
the Association AGM at Campton on 17 May. Furthetads are on the
Association website (www.bacr.co.uk). | am tryitggorganise the Bedford
District team but to date have received little iegt. As long as you are under
18 on the day and can ring rounds you can take phattere is anybody that is
eligible and can take part on the day then we riketh to ring if we are to
enter a team. Please get names and contact irfform@ me as soon as
possible or we may have to decline our invitatimeampete.

Alex Nash, District Chairman

District Training Session

The next district training session will take plame Saturday 3 May at Oakley
from 14:00 — 16:00. The topic is Stedman Doubless definitely intended to
include Singles but plain courses may also be abklsubject to demand. The
course is being organised by Graham Ridgway, BitstCiommittee member
and Oakley Tower Captain. Student places are @irstacome first served
basis. Please contact Graham to book your plao&intéers to help please
also contact Graham. Deadline for places (and sacgdelper numbers) is
26 April.

District Training Session on 2 February 2008 at Litle Staughton

Fifteen plus crowded into Little Staughton bell swor the training session,
there were ringers from Keysoe and Little Staught@mting to learn. After
the less experienced ringers were asked, plainfgnas the method that most
learners wanted to practise, there were possiblkerelpers than students, but
it was two hours well spent.

Alex then called some Bob Doubles with bobs, hgpstudents to try and
master this more intricate method.

Thanks to Bernard at Little Staughton tower andlkthe helpers.

Marion Turner



Bedford Annual District Meeting on 19 January

The Meeting took place in the Hall at St Peter detivh in Bedford. After the
thanks (to the Tea Helpers, Vicar and Derek Hamnfongblaying the organ)
and the apologies for absence, members stood termeer Muriel Bonnett of
Stagsden, a ringing member for many years.

After the acceptance of the previous ADM minuted Mfatters Arising, Alex
Nash read his Chairman's Report, and the BRF Repad Accounts as well as
the Membership Treasurer's Report were presentextteptance.

The programme of events up to May 2009 will incldlde possibility of a visit

to the Ringing Roadshow on 5/6 September, a Hstohurches Cycle Day on
13 September, as well as the Quarter Peal Weebmtdct Outing which have

now already taken place.

Rosemary Maclaine had indicated that she wishedregign from the
Committee and after many years from the post ofrfguDrganiser. She was
thanked for her work and all the enjoyable outings.

The results of the Election of Officers were asolek:

Chairman Alex Nash

Secretary Bob Jones

Treasurer Jenny Thompson

Six Committee Members David Jones, Martin Heaslip,

Sylvia MacDowell, Colin Payne,
Graham Ridgway, James Saunders

BRF Treasurer Roger (Jim) Framp

R J Sharp Bell Fund Rep Roger (Jim) Framp

Ringing Master/Deputy James Saunders/David Jones
BRF Independent Examiner Richard Hilson

District Accts Ind Examiner Susan Entwistle

Striking Contest Organiser Bob Jones

District Outing Organiser To be decided in Octobe

Two General Committee Reps To be decided by tharfitee
Three new Members were elected.
Shelagh Melville offered to donate the Trophy foe tYoung Ringers' Striking

Contest in memory of Malcolm. Pat Albon asked ¢éoréplaced as Technical
Advisor.



St Mary Virgin, Northill

On the subject of the Northill bells, there is utfioately very little to report
with regard to their expected return.

Headstocks five and six are back at Whites of Ajgpleprobably by now they
have been installed on to the bells. The huge inolke crown of the fifth has
been repaired by Soundweld, however it is not ctrsd 100% perfect and is
still slightly porous so a resin pad is being dastthe inside of the bell as well
as the top. The second and third headstocks menagmot be back at Whites
in April. The holes for the tie bolts in the oalarhe in the tower have been
drilled and Graham, the Chief Engineer, is expgctminstall the tie bolts and
corner braces this month. The second bell's R&&tate will be painted
imminently when the weather is less inclement.

The photograph shows the fifth bell with its hole.

Chris Morris and Maureen Hall

Photograph entitled "Weld Preparation” by White&\ppleton/Soundweld



Tailenders' Programme for 2'° Quarter of 2008

Tuesday 8 AprilBozeat

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Mary, 6 bé&lis2-6 in E
Lunch at the Green Man, Lavendon

Arranged by Martin Barratt

Ringing Master Barbara Woplin

Tuesday 13 MayThrapston

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St James, 8, ddli®-7 in F#
Lunch at The Bell, Little Addington

Arranged by Tom Anderson

Ringing Master Derek Hammond

Tuesday 10 Jundlaulden

11.00 am — 12 noon, The Church of St Mary, 8 b&ls2-00 in F#
Lunch at The Flying Horse, Clophill

Arranged by Colin Payne and Graham Ridgway

Ringing Master Richard Entwistle

If you have previously indicated that you will attea monthly meeting and
find that you are unable to do so, please let tigardser know (phone numbers
given above).

Tailenders

s A We rang at Yardley Hastings
A2t on a fine spring day in
# February. The bells are a
- relatively heavy six which
* some found "interesting" to
‘ ring. Numbers were down
for this meeting. Lunch at
t the Green Man in Lavendon
was OK.




The March meeting of Tailenders was at Eaton Socidme bells, a nice eight,

went well but we never really did them justice. eTusual suspects were rung,
Grandsire triples, Plain Bob triples, Cambridge anand lots of rounds, but

the rhythm was never quite there, the speed newge gonsistent. Ringing

finished with a plain course of Stedman triplesbably the best ringing of the

day, but even that ended with mistakes.

Luckily lunch at the Waggon and Horses was a hapgdfair. Our organiser,

Humphrey Chetwynd-Talbot, had managed to secueedesl so that we all ate
a two-course meal at the special pensioners' faf®.85. There was a good
range of dishes to choose from, the food was sepvechptly and it was of a

high standard.



Quarter Peal Week 2-9 March 2008

Bedford District Annual Quarter Peal Week achietddsuccesses, involving
two first-time conductors, several other "firstshidaa supporting cast of
38 ringers. Some attempts at more challenging odstlvere unsuccessful, but
positive comments were heard that generally thgingn was well struck, and
enjoyed by those who performed.

SHARNBROOK, Sunday 2 March 2008, 1264 PB Major

Ken Wildman 1, Barbara Beard 2, Kath Stenton 3,

Simon H Sweeney (1st major) 4, Colin M Payne 5, Mmnderson 6,
Richard J Hillson 7, Pat J S Albon (C) 8.

For Evensong.

GOLDINGTON, Sunday 2 March 2008, 1260 Grandsire ides
Peter Blunt 1, Jenny Thompson 2, Timothy Blunt 8rddhy Kirby 4,
Andrew Dennison (C) 5, Doug Taylor 6.

1% as Conductor. For Evensong on Mothering Sunday.

MILTON ERNEST, Monday 3 March, 1260 Plain Bob Doesbl
Barbara Beard 1, Pam Bailey 2, Ann Desics 3, Rabkejbnes 4,
Derek Hammond (C) 5, Jenny Thompson 6.

THURLEIGH, Monday 3 March, 1260 Doubles — Grandsinel Plain Bob
Jenny Thompson 1, Barbara Beard 2, Melvyn PotBa8yara Woplin 4,
Derek Hammond (C) 5, Robert W Jones 6.

ELSTOW, Tuesday 4 March 2008, 1272 Cambridge Ssggviinor
Ann Desics 1, Dorothy Kirby 2, Sarah-Louise Wardath Stenton 4,
Jenny Thompson 5, Margaret Whiteley (C) 6.

By Bedford District Ladies for Mothering Sunday veatually!! and to
welcome Grace Elizabeth Desics — born 18 Februddg 2

HARROLD, Wednesday 5 March, 1260 Plain Bob Minor
Barbara Beard 1, Jenny Thompson 2, Ann Desics BeRoV Jones 4,
Michael Barnicott-White 5, Robert Wood (C) 6.

ODELL, Wednesday 5 March, 1296 Cambridge S Minor

Jenny Thompson 1, Barbara Beard 2, Melvyn Potts 3,
Michael Barnicott-White 4, Robert Wood (C) 5, Rabét Jones 6.
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BIDDENHAM, Wednesday 5 March, 1344 Cambridge Major

Robert W Jones 1, Lorraine Andrews 2, Dorothy Kigyyarbara Woplin 4,
James Saunders 5, Martin Heaslip 6, Robert Wood (C)

Michael Barnicott-White 8.

ELSTOW, Friday 7 March, 1260 Grandsire Doubles
Dorothy Kirby 1, Ann Desics 2, Lorraine Andrews (&)Jenny Thompson 4,
Derek Hammond 5, Sarah-Louise Ward 6.

CLIFTON REYNES, Bucks. Saturday 8 March 2008, 1P&Doubles

Lisa Adams 1, Kim Adams 2, Simon Dell 3, Martin ldiga 4, Alex Nash (C) 5,
Roy Phelan 6.

First away from home tower: 3, 6.

STAGSDEN, Saturday 8 March 2008, 1260 PB Minor
Simon Dell 1, Kim Adams 2, Lisa Adams 3, Melvyn Bat, Martin Heaslip 5,
Alex Nash (C) 6.

LITTLE STAUGHTON, Saturday 8 March 2008, 1260 Daeg{4m)
Sarah-Louise Ward 1, Dorothy Kirby 2, Jim Ewen 8bBrt Wood 4,
Alex Nash (C) 5.
Most methods: 2.

BEDFORD - St Peter de Merton, Saturday 8 March 20@80 Plain Bob
Doubles

Sylvia MacDowell 1, Ann Desics 2, Jenny ThompsoRig@hard Entwistle 4,
Dorothy Kirby (first as C) 5, Pat Staite 6.

Rung to welcome Grace Elizabeth Desics, born 18uUzep 2008,
granddaughter of 2.

BEDFORD - St Andrew, Sunday 9 March 2008, 1260 &&ad Triples
Maggie Whiteley 1, Barbara Beard 2, Dorothy KirgyABex Nash 4,

Robert Wood 5, Martin Whiteley (C) 6, Martin HeasH, Jenny Thompson 8.
First in method: 3. Rung for Youth Celebration Sezv
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District Annual Outing to Warwickshire on Saturday 1 March

This year's Annual District Outing, which was kipdirranged by Bob Jones,
went to Warwickshire. The weather was much bektisryear than in previous
years but numbers were down. Some people camedbthe morning or the
afternoon, but there were only about 17 peopldliwlao attended, and those of
us who rang up at the first tower were a bit warnee might be on our own!

St Leonard,
Stretton-on-Dunsmore

All Saints,
Ryton-on-Dunsmore

St Margaret,
Wolston
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Bob had chosen some really lovely churches and s@menice bells. People
made their own arrangements for lunch, and thewdss/followed by a meal at
The Green Man in Lavendon.

St Edith,
Monks Kirby
St James,
Bulkington
All Saints,
Bedworth

Grateful thanks are due to Bob for organising atinguwhen no-one else
stepped forward to do so. The post of Outing Olgans currently vacant, so
if anyone would like to arrange next year's outorg 7 March, please make
contact with the Editor, Bob, Alex or a memberloé Committee.
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From the Editor

If in any article the only contact details are asite or email address, and you
do not have internet access, then in case of diffianaking contact please ask
the Editor to make an initial contact on your bé&hal

Thanks to the 'regular' contributors, especiallgxXANash and Bob Jones who
have provided more than usual, also | would likeéhtank Marion Turner for
her article on one of the training sessions.

The next Headstock will be distributed at the Jbistrict Meeting.

Please send your articles, announcements etc toymed-June. Your input is
what makes Headstock what it is.

Maureen Hall

Headstock

Headstock is issued quarterly and is available [tdoavers in the Bedford
District at a cost of £1 per calendar year to cqwanting costs, payable in
January each year. It is also available on thesielof the Bedfordshire
Association of Church Bell Ringegww.bacr.co.uk but the web version has
photographs of greatly reduced quality, and allspeal contact details have
been removed. If your tower does not currenthernex Headstock then please
contact the Editor at the address above.
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